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M. P. Relief Fund Home Site Picked; TO EXEL 


$800,000 Bankroll to Get It Going 





Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

San Fernando Valley, north of | 
Hollywood, has been selected as the | 
site for the Motion Picture Relief | 
Fund home for indigent film work- | 
ers, with $800,000 currently on hand | 
for building expenses. Construction | 
starts when the titles to various par- 
cels of land, now in. escrow, have 
been cleared. 

There is still a difference of opin- 
fon among the board members about 
the architecture. Some are in favor | 
of large dormitories and some are | 
for more homelike cottages. Con- | 
struction plans for both ideas have | 
been under consideration for several 
months and may end in a compro- 
mise. Admission to the home is in- 
clusive of any branch of the film in- 
dustry, although practically the 
whole building fund has been raised 
thru voluntary appearance by mem- 
bers of the Screen Actors Guild and 
other groups with the same thought 
in mind. SAG draws $10,000 weekly, 
with all performers donating their | 
services, from the Gulf Oil Co. 

For a time the Will Rogers ranch 
near Santa Monica was under con- 
sideration as a possible site for the 
Fund home, but the committee de- 
cided on the 40 acres in the Valley. 


U.S. Tax Threat Spurs 
ASCAP to Cut Up Its 
$800,000 War Chest 


Writer and publisher members of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers will be en- 
riched accumulatively this week by 
another $800,000 as the result of an 
extra distribution authorized by the 
Society’s board of directors Thurs- 
day (26). The money had been ex- 
tracted from each quarter's collec- 
tions during 1940 so that the organi- 
zation would have a nest-egg if 
major part of the broadcasting in- 
dustry failed to renew with ASCAP 
Jan. 1. After the royalty melon for 
the final 40 quarter was distributed 
Dec. 20, the Society learned that this 
proposed nest-egg would be subject 
to heavy Federal taxation. 

The accumulated funds were to be 
used to swell the distributions dur- 
ing 1941. Because of the divvy 
brought about by the tax situation, 
writer and published members will, | 
if the radio fight persists, receive 
Only their share of the license fees 
actually collected by ASCAP during 
each quarter. Distribution for final 
quarter of 1940 was around $1,300,000. 


BMI’S $1,000,000 INSURANCE 


Broadcast Music, Inc., took out 
$1,000,000 in copyright insurance, to 
Protect artists, stations and agencies, | 
against post-New Year’s copyright 
infringements. 

Seaboard and Unterwriters com- 
Panies took $250,000 each, and In- 
demnity Insurance handled the re- 
Maining $500,000 of the total policy. 


the 
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men’s 


Script-Casting 


Electrician-member of the 
stagehands union, with a sizable 
bankroll after 80 consecutive 
weeks with the same show on 
Broadway and the road, is now 
a trifle choosey about his next 
assignment. 

Offered a job last week with 
a new production being readied 
for an out-of-town tryout prep- 
aratory to Broadway, he asked 
to read the script before decid- 
ing. 


WOMEN'S CLUBS 
GANG UP ON 
ACTRESS 








Hollywood, Dec. 31. 


Wave of against 


a femme 


sentiment 


star, generaled by wo- 


clubs throughout the coun- 


is having serious repercussions 1n 
Attempts of- 
studios which hold 
future commitments with actress to 
head off the campaign is failing to 
stem the tide. and theatre operators 
are plenty worried over her current 
releases. 
Studios 
notified 
Women’s 
American 
versity Women’s 


ie A 
Hollywood. by Hays 


fice and those 


and theatres have been 
by the Federation of 
Clubs. Daughters of the 
Revolution and the Uni- 
Club that this 
‘undesirable.’ 


actress is listed as ‘t 

Parent-Teachers Association is also 
reported joining the movement 
against the femme with several 
local PTA’ groups subjecting her pic- 


a | . 


tures to a virtual blacklist. 
Clubwomen have taken up the cry 


against the player for the _ past 
five weeks after a story got around 
of an episode n a Hollywood 
nitery Studio publicity depart- 
ments handling her pictures are 
finding it difficult to plant copy or 
plug her with syndicates and fan | 
mags. 


QUINTS DRAW THEIR 
PINK SLIP FROM 20TH 


——— 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Dionne quints cease to be contract 
players for 20th-Fox unless they 
break out with a new routine before 
the pact runs out next month. 

The five little gals have appeared 
in two features, ‘The Country Doctor’ 
and ‘Reunion,’ for the Westwood 
lot, and three shorts for RKO. 20th- 
Fox is permitting its contract to 
lapse. 


PUSH IN ‘41 


+ 
vv 





TOP EXECS WANT 
~ PROD. IN ORDER 


Major Film Officials in Coast 
Powwows This Month — 
Chart Consent Decree 
Course 


OUTSIDE PRODUCERS 





Hollywood, Dec. 31. 


| Execs of the eight major film dis- | 


'tributing companies and those of at 
least one of the bigger indie outfits 
will have a pretty definite idea of 
the makeup of their 1941-42 product 


slates by the end of January. With 
Universal’s home office and studio 
{toppers already huddling here on 


|vehicles and budgets for next sea- 
|son, eastern and western chiefs of 
lother concerns, including Metro, 
20th-Fox, Paramount, Warners, RKO, 
United Artists, Columbia and Repub- 
lic, will gather at their 








| 
} 


respective | 


Coast plants within the next three | 


weeks for similar confabs. 


| Forthcoming war councils will be 


the most important ever held here, 
for they have been called to plot re- 
gearing of production machinery to 
bring product into line with terms 
of the consént decree. In all 
matter of swelling top and middle- 
class player contract rosters will be 
discussed. Both home office and 
studio moguls realize even ‘B’ prod- 
uct will have to carry something in 
way of marquee bait. Then, there’s 
the matter of strengthening producer 
personnel on practically all major 
lots. 

20th Wants 10-12 Outside Pix 

20th-Fox execs making no secret of 
fact they are willing to take in from 
10 to 12 outside pictures for 1941- 
42 but even they doubt whether they 


cases, 


will be able to find that many to 
match the standard of their own out- 
put 

They will get three from Willian 


Hawks’ United Productions, a profit- 
(Contir 


1ued on page 12) 


such 


ASCAP Music War May Jar Lazy 
Songwriters From Long Inactivity 





ASCAP vs. BMI 


——---—— 


With ASCAP’s 1935-1940 con- 
tract expiring midnight, Dec. 31, 
these are current music war de- 


velopments: 

Stations signing with ASCAP 
(page 19). 

Stations signing with BMI 
(page 19). 

More Wisconsin Indictments 


(page 20). 
No Truce Expected (page 19). 








SUN. (29) LEGIT 


BEST YET 
AT BO. 


(29) performances on 
saw the best. business 
since experiment started. Out 
of eight shows which played that 
evening, only two were under pre- 
vious Sabbaths, while three drew 
strong grosses. The President's 
speech did not affect patronage. 
Virtual capacity was registered by 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
Music Box; ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Win- 
ter Garden, and ‘It Happens On 


Sunday 
Broadway 


the 


Ice,’ Ceiiter, Radio City. How much 
price-cutting at the boxoffices was 
resorted to was not indicated, but 


reductions have featured Sun- 
days so far, 

‘Ice,’ with its popular scale and 
large capacity house, was the topper 


with takings of $4,400. With that 
start, a big Monday (30) matinee 
and sellouts virtually sure for both 

ances last night (New Year’s 
tve), the rink revue is certain to 
register a new high. Gross for tl 
week should approach the $50,000 
mark 


Cuban Educator Deplores Rhumba 


| 


Thinks Tourists Get Cock-Eyed Conception of Life 


| From Havana Niteries 


The rhumba, Havana cabarets and 
New York night spots were rather 
| severely criticized during a broad- 


cast from Cuban capital of ‘The Peo- 


ple’s Platform,’ on subject of pro- 
moting American unity by educa- 
tion. Dr. Ramos, Cuban secretary of 


education, repeatedly referred dispar- 
agingly to the rhumba. He declared 
it is only a professional dance—they 
don’t dance it in society! Dr. Ramos 
also advocated that ‘the government 
take charge’ 4 


of tourist and steer 
'them away from 


Havan 


1 cabarets. 


Visitors woud never “understand 
the soul of a nation, by ‘making’ such 
night spots. Neither they, the dance 
nor rhumba music were typical of 
Cuba. Another round tabler sug- 
gested Americans could become ac- 
quainted with this phase of Cuban 
life ‘at less expense’ in New York. 
Point was similarly made that Cuban 
or Latin American visitors to this 
country could not hope to obtain a 


proper picture of the United States, 
its life, culture and ideas in Manhat- 
tan night clubs, 


) 
| 
| 





By JACK ROBBINS 

(President, Robbins Music Co.) 

I'll say this for the ASCAP-radio 
fight; it’s bound to wake up the vete- 
eran writers to writing. We call a 
certain portion of Lindy’s the ‘has 
been corner,’ when it should be an 
amen corner, in view of some of the 
most distinguished American song- 
writers who sit around of nights, lap 


|up gallons of coffee, mastermind the 


world’s ills, dope the winners—and 
never write a song. 

You can’t tell me they’re written 
out—a contemporary named Berlin 
isn’t doing badly. 

But, at the same time, you can’t 
tell me that BMI is going to turn 
Tin Pan Alley upside down with its 
ballyhoo about giving the amateurs 
a chance. It sounds all right on pa- 


| per, but what has BMI got to show 


| for 
| prised if it sold 75,000 copies. 


it? ‘There I Go?’ I'd be sug- 


‘I Give 


| You My Wofd,’ ‘Practice Makes Per- 


fect’ or what? So what? 
When you consider that, because 
of the radio broadcasters’ support, 


these songs are being pounded on an 
(Continued on page 47) 


Orisinal S. F. ‘Nanette’, 
Found in Dept. Store, 
Clicks Anew on Stage 


San Francisco, Dec. 31. 
Biggest surprise this town has had 
in weeks is the instant clicko of 
Nancy Welford at the RKO Golden 
Gate this week. Several nite spats 
are reportedly dickering for the for- 
mer musical comedy star-as a result. 


M Welford was booked in at the 
last minute when somebody called 
manager George Bole’s attention to 
the fact that the origina! Nanctte of 


the Frisco company of ‘No, No, Nan- 
ette,” his current screen attraction 
is working in a downtown depart- 
ment tore Gal wa approached 
and jumped at chance to get back 
before the footlights. 
She’s apparently just as effective 
he was in musical comedy 
ind in the early Warner ‘Gold Dig- 
gel film She wa here for 
months on the Curran stage a tar 


of ‘Nanette’ in 1925. 


194] MECHANICAL AGE 
VERSION OF JOE MILLER 


Dec. 31, 
in the Detroit 
stage their benefit for the 


Detroit, 
Canadian Legions 


area will 


3ritish War Relief Fund on Jan. 19 
in the State Fair Coliseum. Fred 
Schader, press representative, sug- 
gested taging, as a memorial to 
Coventry, ‘Lady Godiva Rides 
Again.’ 

With a Godiva a cinch they have 
come a cropper—and no _ fooling. 
They still haven't been able to un- 
cover a white horse in this auto- 


centre, 


MmOv 











2 MISCELLANY 


Wednesday, January 1, 191} 





an Frohman's Own Obit, As He 
Wrote It In 1938; Simple Biography 





— ame + 
. '  -- . 
Dan Frohman, the showman, Ain’t Like It Wuz 
who died at 89, in New York, 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Woody Van Dyke, film director, 
rose in the military scale when 
he became a major in the U.S. 
Marine Corps, but skidded from 
$5,000 a week to $250 a month in 
the financial scale. 

Owner of a swank estate in Bel 
Air, the major is paying $25 a 
month for his diggings in an auto 
camp adjacent to the Marine bar- 
racks in San Diego. 


ILLNESS 
SEVERAL 


Illness has affected 
number of shows on 


last Thursday (Dec. 26), was the 
author of two books and sundry 
other works. The following 1s 
his last autobiographical writing, 
a self-authored obit which 
submitted to the press in March, 
1938. Other Frohman anecdota 
on Page 42. 


he 


March 30, 1938. 
Editor, — Daily: 

I enclose an article for your Mor- 
tuary Department. As I may soon 
pass away, you may want these facts. 

Yours very truly, 
Daniel Frohman. 
Born in 1851 

Daniel Frohman was born in San- 
dusky, Ohio, Aug. 22, 1851. He 
been active in the theatrical business 
for about 60 years. His mother 
brought the family from Sandusky to 
New York, where he went to school. 
When he was 14, he answered an ad- 
vertisement for a messenger boy, 
which was printed in the paper by 
Albert D. Richardson, then a writer 
on the N. Y. Tribune. After three or 
four months’ work with Mr. Richard- 
son, Frohman went west with 
Horace Greeley, who was the editor 
of the Tribune, and ran for President 
of the United States. and Schuyler 
Colfax, who was the Vice-President 
of the United States. 

Before he left, Mr. Richardson got 


(Continued on page 42) 


DRAMATISTS PROPOSE 
NEW BASIC CONTRACT 











yAC 
las 





the casts of a 
Broadway, or 
due in. Among the latter is the delay 
in opening the Playwrights ‘The Tal- 
ley Method’, supposed to have start- 


(28). With John Halliday 
with pneumonia, the start 


urday 
downed 
is now dated for next week in Bal- 
timore, with Cleveland to follow. 
Show which has Ina Claire topping 
| is due into the Miller, N. Y., Jan. 27. 
Vera Zorina, in ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’, Imperial, is bothered with a 
glandular irritation under the 
but appeared. James Dunn, of ‘Pan- 
ama Hattie,’ 46th Street, has been 
troubled with his throat and finds 
difficulty in playing. Doctor says a 





or 
ear, 


In 
full week’s rest is advisable. Dudley 


T ‘ec nhange 3 the | 

J oposed anges in the - nT 

~. = a 4 pe chang , Clements has been out of ‘The Man 
“2 alisSts as minimum ODasic 7 . . 
ramatists 7Ul u Who Came For Dinner’, with the 


agreement with Broadway managers 
all authors, translators, adaptors or 
collaborators of legit shows must 
join the Guild, That is the outstand- 
ing point in the draft of the proposed 
new agreement, received yesterday 
(Tuesday) by the managers. Present 
agreement expires Feb. 28, 
Present agreement permits produ- 
cers to present certain percentage of 
plays by foreign authors who are not 
Guild members, translations by non- 
members or adaptations of novels or : 


stage manager filling in. Colds in the 
cast of ‘The Flying Gerardos’ caused 
two previews to be cancelled but the 
show opened Sunday (29). 

Mozelle Britton is out of ‘Separate 
Rooms’, Plymouth, with a 
affliction and ordered to rest indefi- 
nitely. Edith Craig, who is the widow 
of Ritchie Craig, replaced. Miss Brit- 
ton is the wife of Alan Dinehart, 
featured in ‘Rooms’. 





other works of non-members. Un- e 
der the proposed new setup, how- Benny Holzman Joins 
ever, foreign writers, tr@nslators, 


adaptors, authors of original novels 
adapted for the stage, and all others 


Morris Agcy. on Coast 


participating in the authorship of 
any stage work would have to join Benjamin F, Holzman for years 
» €sen0 1 . . 
the Guild. ; ; general manager for Eddie Cantor 
Another important change in the 
, elt and prior to that a top Broadway 
propsed new agreement relates to ‘ . 
subsidiary rights to produced | é agent, joins the William Mor- 
Terms governing film or tele ! office on the Coast in a couple 
oe — snag oge ere producer of weeks for general talent agentiitg 
being entitled to 40% of the proceeds ; 
Renort that } ay ] hh he I r 
Report that he would head the Mor- 
for 10 years after the legit produc- as a ow b ‘ 
tion. However, the proposed changes ‘is agency’s band department is un- 
would give a break to the manage: founded. 


in the matter of amateur, stock and 


. Holzman, now in New York, 
radio rights Instead of losing his , 
§ ; a ig hi et Sere “ae cai as 
share of such rights three years after ““°“™S °° Hollywood Friday (3) 
: a , with hie family 
a play has ceased being done in stock. With his family. 


the producer would be entitled to his 
50-50 split of the stock, amateur and 
radio rights for five years 
Broadway presentation. 


It’s Holzman’s first connection with 


an agency. Besides continuing 


as 
after th : a x a : : 
‘a e€ Cantor's rep, he'll also work on radio 


a a production, among other things. Abe 

a. Lastfogel, who set the deal New 

Canary Flies South York, returns to Hollywood in six or 
weeks. 


Hollwwood. Dec 
Je 


after a three-week vacat 

Second section of the 
cludes two 
vinds up in New 


ion at hon 
route in- 
Havana 


leans, Fet 


” : : 
aays anda 


O}1 16 


N. Y. to L. A. = 
Joseph Bernhard. St. Louis, Dec. 31. 


ay Sab. Will Osborne who has been maes- 
Walter Jurmann. 


Simmer h Kent troing his own dance band for 12 
Oscar Levant. consecutive years will break up the 
Richard Maney. combo Thursday (9) at the concli- 


Anna Neagle. 
Rosario and 


William F. 


at 
trek to 


length 


sion of his current engagement 
Antonio. the Fox theatre here and 
todgers. Hollywood to produce full 
~—- = musical talkers. The picture making 

bug bit Osborne five years ago and 
L. A. to N. Y. recently angels in the East who have 








Virginia Bruce. been interested in Osborne’s idea 
Merian C. Cooper, cecided to unleash a huge bankrdll 
Reginald Denha) tc put the idea over. 

David Hempstead. These talkers will be built around 
Bernard Hyman. origi stories that Osborne says 
Jack Lait. he has been mulling for many years 
Al Lichtmar nd expert scripters on the West 
J. Walter R 1. ( t will be brought in to do e 
M ni Olsen writing, What musical tale 


PLAYS — 


nervous | 









| 








| LUCY MONROE 


| “Star Spangled Soprano” 
Capitol theatre, Washington, D. C., 


Dec. 31st to 


Records, 


Jan. Sth. Victor Red 


Concert Management: 


ARTHUR JUDSON 
West 57 Ss New York 


vith SLireet 





Tyrone Power Caught 
Between His Ex-Mgr.’s 





| hearted. 


| ing until I get a little stronger.’ 





PHtsoese 


THE BERLE-ING POINT} 








By Milton Berle 3 
444444444 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Last day of the year and I was faced with a disagreeable task. I had 


to fire the maid because she forgot to set the clock and my mother was 
late for work. 

Bob Hope gave me a very unusual Christmas gift. 
European dictator with his mouth shut. 

Bought ‘mom’ a ‘double’ Christmas present—and all because I'm so soft- 
I got her a calfskin purse and a cowhide bag. 
to separate the calf from its mother. 

Asked Franklyn Pangborn if he read my column, 


A picture of an 


I couldn't bear 


He said, ‘No, I'm wait- 
(Just for that I won't let him knit an 


| Afghan for me.) 


Was at a party given by a well-known Hollywood actress who was cele- 
brating her silver wedding anniversary. She just married her 25th hus- 
band. 

Bing Crosby and I are going to the Santa Anita racetrack one day be- 
fore it opens. We want to see how it feels to be at the track and not lose 


; any money. 


| 


Suit and Countersuit 


ed trying out at Princeton last Sat- | 


Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 

Complicated legal action by Mrs. 
Gertrude B. Adams tied up the $60,- 
000 estate in Canoga Park in which 
Tyrone Power lived during his 
minority. Suit is an aftermath of 
another legal action in which Fran- 
cis D. Adams is suing Power for 
$230,000 as his former legal rep and 
business manager. 

Mrs. Adams, who recently di- 
vorced her husband, is seeking a 
clear title to the Canoga Park prop- 


erty, which she claims is hers un- 
der the divorce settlement and to 
which, she contends, Power has no 


’ 


WHITE CLIFFS’ POEM 
INTO A FILM SHORT 


‘White Cliffs,’ Alice Duer Miller’s 


long narrative English propaganda 
poem, was purchased yesterday 
(Tuesday) for a film short. Buyer 


was 


William Burnside, who is un- 
derstood to represent the producing 


unit headed by William Hawks 

which is winding up at RKO and 

shortly moves to 20th-Fox. 
Published about two months ago 


in a small volume which sells for $1, 
‘White Cliffs’ nas sold 45,000 copies, 
an unprecedented number for a 


poem in such a short time and one 
that has the publishing world 
amazed It was also twice read on 
the radio by Lynn Fontanne, Para 
mount and other studios were con- 


sidering buying the poem for a short 
if they could obtain Miss Fontanne’s 
services to play in it. 

Hawks’ partner include Ronald 
Colman, Irene Dunne, Charles Boyer, 
Anatole Litvak and Lewis Milestone 


Colman is English and it is assumed 
he gnd Miss Dunne will probably 
take principal roles. 

Burnside is understood to have 


paid about $5,000 for screen rights, a 
heavy sum for a short. There are a 
number of other angles to the con- 
tract, however, including one that 
permits Mrs. Miller to retrieve 
screen rights if a feature deal is set. 


ease ieee! Will Osborne Breaks Up Band; 
To Produce 


Pix In Hollywood 


{that will be needed for the talkers 
will be engaged in Hollywood. Be- 
cause Osborne says his idea is a new 
vue he has refused to divulge all of 
the details of his undertaking but 
with only occasional musical screen 
fodder being produced 
that he has hit on 
fill a defir 

tertainment. 


aa | , an j rice » 
Move is underway 


he believes 
an idea that will 
te demand for such en- 
to lease a Holly- 
wood studio for making the talkers 
and one of the major companies will 
be contacted for distributing the cel- 
luloid. Osborne will not appear in 
any of the talkers but will devote 
his entire efforts in producing. 

So confident is Osborne that his 
new idea will be a big click in a 


nercial way he is ditching h 


| Twelvetrees to 


' court. 


Had so many people over to our house for a Christmas party that we 
had to mix cocktails in the swimming pool. . 


Broadway Dept. 


Biggest non-musical money-maker on Broadway is ‘Twelfth Night.’ with 
Helen Hayes and Maurice Evans. It looks like Shakespeare was smart in 
not writing any plays about Hollywood. 

Two herrings passed Lindy’s and one said to the other, ‘Let’s go in here 
and tear a silver fox.’ 

George Abboit’s first production of the season is ‘Pal Joey, which PM, 
N. Y. newspaper, described as the ‘dirtiest show yet’. If it keeps up, 


Harold Minsky will hang a sign on his Gaiety burlesque theatre, 
show in town. Bring the wife and children.’ 


‘Cleanest 


Holly woodiana 

Walked into Maurice's jewelry store on Vine street and heard the 
say to a gorgeous blonde, ‘Is someone taking care of you?’ 
replied, ‘one of the biggest directors in Hollywood.’ 

Joe Frisco just bought himself a house on a hill—so that he could see 
the installment collectors coming. 

A local ham is so conceited that when he was arrested on a bigamy 
charge, he insisted that they make his rogues gallery pictures in Techni- 
color. 

Mrs. Jimmy Ritz wanted a house at Malibu Beach for a Christmas pres- 
ent and Jimmy compromised by buying her a pail of sand for the back 
yard. 

Scoop: Crosby is building a tunnel underneath Santa Anita so he can 
get his horses back to the stable after curfew. 


clerk 
‘You bet,’ she 


Went to the preview of my~picture, ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome’, My 
mother forgot herself and laughed at the screen credits, 
Music Dept. 
People make so much noise in night clubs tonight (New Year's Eve) 


that nobody will notice how the band sounds, even if they play BMI tunes. 
‘Jeannie With the Light Brown Hair’ is so old that a certain feminine 
radio star has been singing it through four hair dyes. 
A BMI songwriter was romancing his girl. 
my heart.’ 


He said, ‘I’ve got a 
She said, ‘If it’s in your heart, it’s public domain.’ 


song in 


, Radio Dept. 
Heard a radio comedian on the air last week who is definitely living 


on 
borrowed jokes. 

Judging by the success of the Jack Benny-Fred Allen feud, the only 
way to get ahead on radio is to pick another comedian. As soon as I get 
a program I'll start writing poison pen letters to Bob Hope. 

Frequency Modulation is the new big thing in radio, but when I was 
on the air last year the sponsor thought that FM meant ‘Fire Milton’. 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Bing Crosby: Owner of the Stork Club...Kate Smith: The girl with the 
figure ate...Billy Gilbert: Little Sneezer Henny Youngman: After the 
Berle is over...Margo: I'm going to sit right down and write elf a 


Lederer. 


Observation Dept. 


Goodman Ace went to the opening of ‘Pal Joey’ and he reports that the 


re was o crowded the pit mu clan went up with the « 
At the preview of my picture, Zanuck was so thrilled that I don't LOW 
whether it was’ because he liked it—or, because he won a set of dishe 
The reason ture people marry so often that they be e accus- 
tomed to retake 
Eavesdropped at Florentine Gardens: ‘S! the life of the observation 


ward.’ 
Eavesdropped at the 
tread?’ 
Hitchhikers here are 
get into my 


3eachcomber: ‘Is that her original face or is it a 


so independent that the other day one refuse¢ 


car unless I permitted him to give me a road test. 





Whatever Became of— ? 
& Ritz 
& Parker 


Paisley Noon 
Vadi & Gygi 


Loraine 
Dillon 


Rome & Gaut Milo 772??? 
Afterpiece 
Think of all you've got to be thankful for in 1941—including the fact 


that you are permitted to think. 


RKO’s In a Legal Spot On Princeton, N. J.. Jinx 
Helen Twelvetrees Suit ' . 
On Friday (3), RKO Radio Repeats for Ina Claire, ; 
Behrman With ‘Talley 


tures, Inc., will seek permission of 


pic- 


N. Y. federal court for a tem- | 


porary 


the 


injunction against Helen 


Be nrmal! 


o} 
gn 


Princeton, 
actress | i : 4 : 
} That Ina Claire-S. N 

jinx that crept into Princeton e}! 
years ago and led to a_ boxoffice 
stampede for refunds again descend- 
ed on this collegiate town Saturcay 


prevent the 
from moving for trial of her action 
on that date the N. Y. 


company 


1 
t 
in 
The film 
placed in a peculiar position because 


supreme 


has been 


ac citi ‘een kt ae inight (28), when the Playwrights’ 
1e actress won a temporary injunc- |production of ‘The Talley Method 
tion against the company’s use Of | was cancelled due to the iliness of 
her name in connection with the, John Halliday, co-starred with Miss 
film ‘I’m Still Al've,’ and an injune- Claire in this new Behrman comecy. 
tion against its exhibition in N. Y.!As fer as this blase try-out town }S 


it’s three strikes and out 


for the Behrman-Claire com] 


State. unless RKO consented to trial | concerned, 


by Jan. 3. 


Following the loss of this motion They haven't forgotten yet er 
RKO transferred the suit to the!memorable Saturday night € “ 
federal court. Both courts now claim |! years ago when the Theaire Guile 


jurisdiction. Damages of $100,000 are | launched at McCarter here the high- 


sought in the suit which charges the | ly successful career of ‘B aphy 
film portrays the life of Miss"Twelve- | But a good many things that wt t 
trees with that of her former hus-! programmed turned up at that ope’ 
band, Jack Woody, a Hollywood | ing performance—the scen alist 


¢ ' 
meuili tide 


(Continued on page 47) 
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Between official protests by Ger- 
man and Italian embassies and al- 
Jegedly ‘spontaneous’ demonstrations 
by Nazi and Fascist sympathizers 
scaring exhibs, American distribs are 
finding it increasingly difficult to 
obtain playing time in Latin Amer- 
ica for films with anti-Axis angles. 
Principally affected is Charles Chap- 
lin’s ‘The Great Dictator,’ while also 
suffering are James Roosevelt's 
‘Pastor Hall,’ 20th-Fox’s ‘The Man I 
Married,’ Paramount’s ‘The World 
in Flames’ and Warner Bros.’ reis- 
sue of ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy.’ 

Latest ban came in Argentina last | 
Friday (27) against ‘The Dictator,’ 
following protests from the Italian 
embassy. Argentine foreign office 
in Buenos Aires announced that 
Mayor Carlos Alberto Pueyrredon 
had imposed the nix after Italian 
ambassador Raffaele Boscarelii had 
protested to the foreign office that 
the picture ‘attacked the Italian 
regime.’ Municipal film censor board 
previously had authorized the Chap- 
lin satire while confirming an earlier 
ban on ‘Nazi Spy.’ 

Meantime, in Mexico the Ministtry | 
of Foreign Relations rejected an of- 


(Continued on page 47) 


Lazarus Can’t Laugh 
Off Col.’s $30,000 That | 
Was for $4,500 That Is 


Milton Lazarus, whose ‘Every Man 
for Himself’ was recently purchased | 
by Columbia for $4,500, is burning at | 
the Dramatists Guild, which refused | 
to relax its regular rules to permit | 
him to accept an offer of $36,000 | 
from the same studio for a piece of | 
the show and the film rights before | 
the Broadway opening. Author has | 
been huddling on the matter with | 
his attorney, H. William Fitelson. 

Under the Guild's minimum basic 
agreement with the Broadway man- 
agers, the film rights to a legit play 
may not be sold until after three 
weeks’ run on Broadway or 75 per- 
formances out of town. Rule also 
forbids the author or producer to 
negotiate for such a sale. However, 
Lazarus claimed to have a deal 
tentatively set with Columbia at the 
$30,000 price, but the Guild declined 
to make an exception, so the pact 
chilled. After the play flopped at 
the Guild, N. Y., Lazarus quickly 
accepted Columbia’s offer of $4,500, 
the only bid available. 

Show was tried out on the Coast 
prior to the Broadway presentation, 
but was originally tested several 
S€asons ago in the east, under the | 
title ‘Once Upon a Night.’ Lazarus 
was reported miffed at the Guild at 
that time on the ground that the 
Organization’s restrictions on film 
financing were holding up a pro- 
fessed desire by Warner Bros. to 
back a legit production of the play. 











} 
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Prexy Vallee Will Act 
For His Slotter Firm 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Rudy Vallee is a double entry in 
the Dime+in-the-Slot Handicap, as 
a film actor and president of the 
Vis-o-graph Corp. of America, | 
which has established quarters in | 
the Hollywood quickie sector. | 
Gertrude Niesen has been signed | 


to star in four 16 mm. films for the 
new company. 





Hempstead in N. Y. 


David Hempstead, who recently 
completed ‘Kitty Foyle,’ his initial 
Production assignment for RKO, ar- 
Tived in New York Saturday (28) 
from the Coast. He’ll remain east | 
Vacationing until after the film’s 


breem at the Rivoli, N. Y., in mid- | 
January, 


'a ‘satisfactory 


Triple Jeopardy 





| 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

One cop on Sunset boulevard 
was enough to censor a motion 
picture in the old days, but now 
it takes three governments. | 

20th-Fox is filming ‘The Eagle 
Flies Again,’ a story of the | 
American volunteers in the | 
Royal Air Force, under techni- | 





cal supervision of officials from 
the U. S., Canada and Creat 
Britain. 








RADIO QUOTES 


FOR LEGIT PLAY: 


| 


| 


Ads in the dailies Monday (30) | 
for ‘Johnny Belinda,’ at the Long- 


acre, N. Y., quoted drama reviews 
from nearly all the New York radio | 
stations covering the Broadway the- | 
atre. So far as known, it’s the first | 
time a legit management has adver- 
tised the opinions of the radio critics 
in that manner. Only missing one 
was Howard Barnes, of WOR. Ad 
listed the quotes and stations, but 
not the names of the critics. 


Stations included were WNEW, 
WINS, WHN, WBBC, WAAT, WMCA, | 
WEVD, WBNX and WHOM. 


K.0. $105,000 SLANDER 
SUIT VS. JIM TIMONY 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Slander suit for $105,000 
James Timony, filed by Frank Wal- 





against 


lace, who claims to be Mae West’s 
husband, was tossed out of Superior 
Court Monday (30) with ruling by | 
the bench that Wallace is not resi- 
dent of the county and had not | 
posted the bond required from non- | 
residents. 

Wallace claimed his reputation 
was damaged by remarks of Timony, 
who is Miss West’s business manager, 
that he is a ‘fraud,’ sought to prove 
legality of their marriage. 


Attach Dietrich’s $2,000 


From Radio Sponsor 


Forrester-Parant Productions, Inc., 
which is suing Marlene Dietrich for 
$98.450 for alleged breach of con- 
tract, attached a $2,000 check sup- 
posed to go to the actress for a radio 
appearance on Dec. 12. Attachment 
was made from Sealtest, Inc., the 
sponsors, and McKee & Alb ht 
Inc., the 

Plaintiff, a French motion picturé 


agen 


producing company, claims the 
actress failed to go throu h ar 
agreement to make a picture in 


France for the Previously an at 
tachment was made on her N. Y 
property, through order of the N . 2 
supreme court, but she had nothing 
here to attach. 


—— 


FINALE TO MANY SUITS 


Jack Hays Accepts Settlement On 
Shirley Temple Claim 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

After three unsuccessful attempts 
in court trials to recover damages 
from the parents of Shirley Temple, 
on claims he coached and groomed 
the moppet for picture stardom, } 
Jack Hays on Monday (30) accepted 
settlement’ and the 
suit dismissed. | 


Terms of payoff not disclosed. 


SHEER AT U.S. 
HARMONY MNES 


John F. Royal of NBC Men-!| 


tioned By Name in One| 
Attack — ‘Professional 
Spaniards’ Stir Old Affec-| 
tions, Old Prejudices 





ALSO DECRY PIX 





By DOUGLAS L. GRAHAME | 
Mexico City, Dec. 31. 

Pro-Nazi and pro-fascist elements | 
here have already displayed a grow- | 
ing fury against the blandishments | 
of Uncle Sam. The nicer the United 
States treats all the Latin republics, 
the more Mexicans and_ other 
Spanish-speaking people tend to re- 
turn the broad grins, the more in- 
dignant the Germans and Italians 
and their agents, ‘the professional 
Spaniards,’ become. 

Radio is playing a conspicuous part | 
in Pan-American harmony. With 
both big American networks, NBC 
and CBS, showing interest in Mexi- 
can radio and the possibility of a 
regular CBS network in 1941, it is 
significant that a particularly violent | 
blast (in Spanish) recently published 
here in ‘Hispanidad’ singled out an 
American broadcaster, John F. Royal 
of NBC, by name. 

As a sample of the attacks upon 
Yankee motives put out by pro- 
fessional Spaniards here some quo- 
tations from the ‘Hispanidad’ article 
are telltale. The publication is quite 


/new, these remarks appearing under | 
| the caption ‘South America defends 


itself against the ‘peace’ invasion.’ 
Mexican readers were told: 


‘The so-called ‘continental  soli- 
darity’ that is being woven with 


(Continued on page 21) 
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Olivier-Leigh Sail For = 
Native Eng. at Peak 
Of Holywood Careers 


Departure of Laurence Olivier and 
Vivien Leigh for England on Satur- 
day (28) has caused considerable 
speculation in the film industry 
British screen stars, who were mar- 
ried on the Coast in August, were 
both at the peak of their careers in 
this country anc there appeared to 
be no reason for their unannounced | 
takeoff. 

Couple recently completed work in 
Alexander Korda’s ‘Lady Hamilton.’ 
British government has repeatedly 
stated that Olivier could be of more 
service in the United States than in 
England and even the. unofficial 

(Continued on page 34) 


WACKY COMPROMISE 


Wack’s Museum’ Becomes ‘Book by 
H. Allen Smith’ 


} \ S! N Y Wor 1a Te ' 
feature writer, and Doubleday 
Doran are st ling for a title to < 

book Smith recently completed a 
which D-D will publish in the 
spring Its a humorous volume 
about the writer’s experiences in 


interviewing celebs. 

His original idea was to label it 
‘Wack’s Museum,’ but the publish- 
ers balked for fear those mentioned 


gorized. Dozen or so other titles 
were devised, none of which satis- 
fied all the parties. Finally, in ex- 
asperation, Smith suggested ‘Let’: 
just call it ‘Book by H. Allen Smithy’ 

And that will probably be the 
title. 





Frankie Bailey IIl 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Frankie Bailey, early stage favor- 


Producer's next assignment is an- | Hays claimed Shirley's parents re- ite, billed ‘The Girl with $1,000,600 


other Ginger Rogers starrer, ‘Tom, 
Dick and Harry,’ j 


pudiated a contract with him and 
turned her over to 20th-Fox, i 


Legs,’ is seriously ill in Los Angeles 
She is 81, j 


|they’re in 


Bundles for 


‘GRINGO-HATERS’ RAP NBC 


aa + 





Dante Socks P.A., Who ‘Slighted’ Lead 


Femme, and Thus Hangs a Court Story 





And That’s Terrif 





Amusement business was terri- 
fic in Manhattan over the week- 
end. 

So much so it was even impos- 
sible to get curb space at 46th 
street and Broadway to view the 
Wilson whisky animated sign. 











SAVANTS GAUGE 
THEB.O. TRENDS 


Philadelphia, Dec. 31. 


The best boxoffice years of actors | 
and actresses are those in which | 
bloom—and the bloom | 
lasts longer with the male than with | 
the female, according to Dr. Harvey 
G. Lehman, of Ohio University. Dr. 
Lehman propounded this thesis be- 
fore the savants gathered here over 
the weekend at the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence at Convention Hall. 

Statistics reveal, said Dr. Lehman, | 
that male performers have their best | 
years between the ages of 30 and 34, | 
while women hit the peak of their | 
boxoffice popularity between 25 
and 29. 

‘The age curve when success comes 
is five years earlier for the actress 
than for actors,’ Dr. Lehman asserted. 
‘This finding implies that the profes- 
sional life-span of the actress is con- 
siderably briefer than is that of the 
actor. 

‘Is this difference due to the fact 
that women tend to age more rapidly 
than do men? Or is it due to the 








| possibility that some of the actresses 
|may voluntarily abandon their pro- 


fessional careers to 
and homemakers?’ 

Dr. Lehman declared the age curve 
for better actors falls ‘somewhat 
more rapidly than the common or 
garden variety.’ 

As ‘unusual exceptions’ he cited 
the cases of Shirley Temple, who 
achieved stardom before she was 10, 
and the late Marie Dressler, who 
reached the peak of her fame when 


| 


she was past 60 


ALL-NIGHT BROADCAST 
FOR BRITISH FUND 


Stan Shaw, whose ‘Milkman’s Mat- 
inee’ is a recorded session six early- 
mornings weekly over WNEW. New 
York, had an all-live show 1-7 a. m. 
Sunday (29) 


become wives 


Occasion was a 
Britain benefit, with 
including names from orches- 


aiannhe 
guests 


tra, nitery, vaude, legit, film and 
ypera circles participatir Many of 
r ) peared | d made no 
f i { to ) ) D T 
rrie to é oO I the 
neard ne pro i Via tne iT 
Ar t ime ere 
F Y | I ence | edge 
A, ir Treache Phyl] Brook 
W I S Stokowski, I 
ile Manne: Jane Pickens, Bea 


Wain, Hazel Scott, Josephine An- 
toine, Ella Fitzgerald, Joan Edwards 
Tommy Dorsey. Raymond Paige, Bil] 
Robinson, Count Basie, Glenn Miller, 
Charlie Barnet and his orchestra. 
Andy Iona, Sammy Kaye. Rags Rag- 
land and Benny Leonard. There were 
a number of impromptu jam _ ses- 
sions by bands composed of name 
leaders and musicians. 


20th to Film Cohan’s 
‘Song and Dance Man’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
George M. Cohan’s old Broadway 
play, ‘Song and Dance Man,’ has been 
handed over to Don Ettlinger and 
Edwin Blum to be turned into a 
screenplay for 20th-Fox. 
Producer is Harry Joe Brown 


Philadelphia, Dec. 31. 
Samuel Friedman, press agent for 
the ‘Sim-Sala-Bim’ show, yesterday 
(Monday) swore out a warrant for 


Dante, the magician, charging the 
Danish sleight-of-hand artist with 


socking him in the jaw in the lobby 
of the Ritz-Carlton hotel here. Fried- 
man said the one-sided battle hap- 
pened on Friday night (27) and 
started when Dante accused the flack 
of ‘slighting’ Moi-Yo Miller, leading 
femme in the company, in his pub- 
licity. 

According to Friedman, Dante ac- 
costed him in the Ritz lobby as he 
was posting a couple of letters and 
said, ‘Well, Friedman, I see you got 
your notice’ (earlier, Friedman had 
received his two weeks’ notice from 
Rombat Van Reemsdyke, company 
manager). ‘Now I’m going to make 
sure you're getting it’, said Dante, 
and with this let loose with a right 
hook to Friedman’s jaw, the flack 
said. 

‘I didn’t want to hit him in return’, 
said Friedman, ‘Dante is a man close 
to 60’. Since he was socked, Fried- 
man said, he’s been under the care of 
a physician. Friedman said the al- 
leged ‘slighting’ of Miss Miller 
started after a ‘kidding’ remark he 
had made to her that he ‘wouldn't 
get any more stories In the paper 


(Continued on page 46) 





JULIEN DUVIVIER SUED 


OVER KORDA FILM DEAL 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Julien Duvivier, French director, 
named with Alexander Korda Films 
in a breach of contract suit filed in 
L. A. by Transcontinental Films. 
Suit alleges Duvivier signed a con- 
tract to make two pictures in U. S. 
at $80,000 per film, plus a percentage 
of the profit, but instead took a deal 
with Korda. 

Action asks Korda and Duvivier 
be restrained from continuing their 
business relationship, 
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at Scollard to Become Exec Aide 


o Agnew; Par’s Other Appointees 


| 
| 





©: 2. 
two 
present in 


(Pat) Scollard, with 


years in 


Par for | 

various capacities, at | 
charge of advertising | 
budgeting, becomes 


Neil F. 


executive assist- 


ant to Agnew Jan. 6. 


+ 
— _ + 


He Howard 


Gables in Baltimore 


Baltimore, Dec. 31. 


Clark Gable, Carole Lombard and 
Strickling, Metro studio 


was for years associated with Joseph publicity chief, arrived here Monday 


P. Kennedy in the old FBO and| 


Pathe companies. 
Jack Bannan, 
Astor independent dis-' 
tributing company headed by Bob 
Savini, is also joining Paramount in | 
a distribution 
fined next Monday (6). 


Pictures, 


capacity as yet unde-/the Coast 
With Astor | Jan. 5, 


for a year, Bannan was formerly | 
with Sam Dembow, Jr., in Para- 
mount, later in National Screen and | 


subsequently with Fanchon & Marco 
in New York. Dembow himself re- 
turned to the Par fold last spring. 

Recently set for a post in the dis- 
tribution department at the Par h.o., 
Joe Philipson assumes his new duties 
Jan, 7. He will be attached to a 
special department that is being cre- 
ated at Par headquarters in line with 
the consent decree. Philipson will 
be second in command of the de- 
partment, it is understood, with 
someone else, not yet chosen, to head 
it under Neil F. Agnew, v.p. over all 
sales. 
an assistant to Agnew, 
active head. 

For many years Philipson has 
been in charge of film buying and 
accounting for the J. H. Cooper cir- 
cuit, operating in the midwest. 


PLAGIARISM SUIT ON 
METRO’S "MURDER MAN’ 


Van Gluck and Joseph 
N. Y. fed- 
, Loew’s, Inc., 
.. Edward E. Cohen, 
and Tim Whelan, 


Stephen 
Fisinger 


eral court 


have filed suit in 
against Metro 
Culver Export Co 
Guy Bolton, 


ing an injunction, accounting of 
profits, and damages for the alleged 
piracy of their play, known under 
three titles, ‘96 Point,? ‘Jane Brady, 
Editor,” and ‘The Last Edition,’ in 
Metro’s ‘Murder Man.’ Plaintiffs 
allege that their play was written 
prior to May, 1933, and submitted to 


Metro in 1934. 


It is claimed that it was submitted 


as an idea for a play for the film 
company to back, or for a picture. 
After rejection, the Metro picture 
was made. Cohen is brought in as a 
defendant since he claims to be en- | 
titled to 5% of the play. Bolton and | 
Whelan are the a juthor os the Metro 
ecenario on wh ‘Murder Man’ was 
based, 
ADD: B.0. WOES 
Kids Under 17, Sans Parents, Tabu 
After 9 P.M. in East St. Loo 
St. Louis, Dec. 31 
A dozen exhibs in East St. Louis, 
pop. 84,000, are moaning long and 
loudly over the passage here of 
a Curfew Ordinance which bans 
kids under 17 from the streets after 
9 p.m. with a result that b.o. takes, 
none too robust recent months, 
are taking another licking. The new 
ukase forbids youngsters, 


unless ac- 


companied by a parent or guardian, 


from running an errand, returning 
from church, theatre or a social af- 
fair. Hizzoner John T. Connors in- 


dicated the was designed 
to make someone responsible for all 


orainance 


kids out on the streets after dark. 
The teeth in the ordinance fix a 
fine of $1 to $10 for a child, and a 


fine of $5 to $25 for a parent ‘con- 
niving at the delinquency.’ The ex- 
hibs report that before adoption of 


the ordinance they received a good | 


play from the young 
caught the last show, 
idea of beating an 
parental order, 


"uns who 
some with the 
early-to-bed 





Ford Vice Holden 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Gienn Ford took over the top male 
spot in Columbia’s ‘Texas’ as a re- 
placement for William Holden, who 
has been removed from the payroll 
pending settlement of a salary argu- 
ment. 

Filming starts next week 
Siuart Heisler directing and 
Bischoff producing, 


with 
Sam 


i 


se nye pra x en 


(30) for checkup at Johns Hopkins 





hospital under care of Dr, Louis 
Hammon, celebrated diagnostician. 








sales manager for Gapble’s ailing shoulder will be given 


a once over. It’s due to take three 
days. 

The Gable party will fly back to 
to go into production 





PITT GOP SEEKS 
JOHN HARRIS 
FOR MAYOR 


-_ -——_—— 


Pittsburgh, Dec. $1. 





seek- 


John H. Harris, head of theatre 


It may be that Scollard, as! circuit bearing his name and na- 
will be its 


tional president of the Variety Clubs, 
|/is understood to have been ap- 
| proached again by city GOP leaders 
to become a candidate for the 
mayoralty on Republican ticket at 
| primaries next spring. Harris, who 
is 42, was mentioned four years ago 
as a possibility, but decided at last 
minute against making a race of it. 
Harris family has long been in- 
| valved in city, county and state poli- 
tics. Founder of the chain, John P. 
Harris, father of John H., was a 
Pennsylvania state senator for years 
was an uncle, Frank J. Har- 
ris, who is presently county GOP 
chairman and was one of the origi- 
nal Willkie this state. 
Harris, in addition to his theatri- | 
cal interests, operates Gardens, 
sports arena here, and is the owner 
of the Pittsburgh Hornets 
team. While he insists show busi- 
ness and not politics is his game and 
says he hasn't even given the mayor- 


and so 


boosters in 


alty any consideration, it’s well 
known that party leaders are anx- 
ious to have him consider it. He’s 


married to the former Lucille Wil- 
liams, one-time screen actress, and 
they have one son, 4. 


Hostelry Proprietors 


the word ‘hotel’ in 
have given hostelry 
headache in the past, 
providing a call for an 
Exec committee of the In- 
ternational Geneva Association, com- 
posed of hotel owners throughout 
the world, sent protest letters on the 


Films 
| the title, 


with 
which 
operators a 
are again 
| aspirin. 


| subject to Hollywood studios and 
distributors last week. 
| Grievance which occasioned the | 


latest protest was advertising for the 
French film, ‘Hotel du Nord,’ now 
at the Little Carnegie, N. Y. Boni- 
faces specifically complained about 
advertising outside of N. Y. City 
reading ‘When in New York, don't 
fail to visit ‘Hotel du Nord.’ Ap- 
parently a number of visitors have 
come into town and searched for the 
hostelry IGA claims to have let- 
ters from. out-of-towners ‘who have 
been inconvenienced by trying to 
find a hotel that didn’t exist.’ 
| Same type of advertising, hotel- 
men squawk, has been done in the 
past on ‘Grand Hoiel,’ ‘Hotel Im- 
perial’ and ‘Hollywood Hotei.’ They 


| want it stopped. 


hockey 


No Like Pix ‘Hotel’ Tags 


Carrying On 





Hollywood, Dec. $1. 

Old familiar name of Chaney 
reappears on a dressing-room 
door in Culver City after a lapse 
of years. 

Lon Chaney, Jr., is playing in 
‘Billy the Kid’ at Metro, where 
his father was a star. 








MONOGRAM-PRC 


MERGER SEEN < 


Merger of Monogram with Pro- 





' ducers Releasing Corp. is foreseen as 


result of steps recently taken by 
/both companies. Latest was the 
jelection last week of O. Henry 





| 
| 
| 


| Briggs as prez of PRC. Briggs is a | 


member of the Mono board. He has 
also long been associated with vari- 
ous Pathe enterprises and is a for- 
mer head of Pathe Laboratories and 
|Pathe Film Corp., which owns an 
interest in Mono. 

There have been reports during 
the past six months of Mono giving 
up production and it is understood 
the new setup may envisage PRC 
units doing all the film-making and 
| Mono limiting itself to distribution 
|of their product. One of PRC’s pro- 
ducers, Sig Neufeld, is understood 
slated for top studio spot. Other 
producers 
mond and E. B. Derr and it is said 
that negotiations are in progress for 
addition of more producers. 


I! 
| 


Briggs’ election followed the 
resignation several weeks ago of 
president Harry Rathner and re- 
| financing of PRC. Enough capital 
has been obtained, it is reported, to 
make the 21 pictures remaining of 
the 38 promised for the year. 


change in Mono’s 
the resignation during the 
weeks of Thomas P. Loach 
as v.p. and treasurer and of Edward 
A. Golden, salesmanager. Loach is 
former v.p. and treasurer of Pathe 
Film Corp. and Pathe Labs and was 


repping Pathe interests at Mono. 


RKO ard ™ Both Now 
Want ‘Night Train’; Pic 
| Originally Went Begging 


Indications of a 


dntere je 
StaALUS 1S 


past few 





Following the opening 
Train’ at the Globe, N. Y., Saturday 
(28), both RKO and Loew's 
fighting to get the picture, 
previously 20-Fox had offered 
RKO and latter refused to 
| more than two days on 

Interesting 
Loew’s came 


of ‘Night 


whereas 


£ive it 
the c 
development is 
along, 
choice five days, whereupon RKO, in 
turn, also bid for five. As result. the 
film, which had been in a 
bracket, has now 
highest allocation group. 


offering 


t is being delivered at lower per- 
centage or flat figures where con- 


tracts had been taken. 

‘Night Train’ is a British-made 
The Brandt Bros. bought it first run 
for the Globe some time ago and de- 
cided to give it one of the biggest 
campaigns any picture has gotten for 
the house. A total of $5,000 
spent on ads for the first week and 
advance. It will do around $14,000 
the first week, is estimated. 

Brandts are planning to spend 
considerably more through a cam 
paign along controversial 

lude balloting by the 
not it i: 
Wrath,’ 


that 


lines 
will inc 
on Wh 
‘Grapes of 


public 
ether or better than 


voted as the top 


picture of the year by the N. Y 
Film Critics Circle. Angle is to 
challenge ‘Grapes.’ Understood that 
a few of the critics picked it as one 


of the best 10 of the year, but not 
enough votes were obtainable to 
get it included. Brandts obtained 


permission of 20th-Fox on the chal- 
lenge campaign since ‘Grapes’ is also 
ja 20th film. 





Other News Pertaining to Pictures 





British credit bank plan.......... 
Hoyts-Greater Union merger off 
Increase rentals in Aussie?....... 
More German pix in Norway...... 
Par, 20th push action pix in S. A 
PONG GR: POW, 6c 2 éccdvcascs 
Pe “ashbewdecas vs 
Radio Reviews: 
BMI’s Coast composers. 
Metro may make music 
AGVA-Equity merger 


snags. 
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are 
it to 


Ircuit. 
that 
20th the 


lower 
moved it up to the 
Elsewhere 


are Jed Buell, Ted Rich- | 


| taxation already 
| ; 
'solons undoubtedly wil 


special sessions in California, 


—; 


Misty-Eyed Old Timers Dedicate 


Sound Stage 


to Mabel Normand 





Dubbers Bottle-Necked 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Overcrowding of RKO’s dubbing 
department caused Harold Lloyd to 
set back the preview of ‘A Girl, a 
Guy and a Gob,’ for three weeks. 
Biggest jam of features in several 
years is responsible for the delay in 
the dubbing traffic. 





their eternal 
|chase in Elysian Fields to glimpse 
, the legend on the plaque: 
| We : - 


EXTRA STATE 





The motion picture industry is 
likely to be the particular target of 
legislators when 48 states meet in 
legislative session this year. With 
a majority of the states now having 
about every known 
the state 
1 be scouring 


in force, 


the field to 
scheme for supplying the necessary 


uncover some new 


increased state operating expenses, 
All excepting one state start their 
sessions this — Florida legisla- 
convening until April 4. 
reguiar biennial meetings 
Georgia which has a spe- 
cial session set for Jan. 13 with the 
regular state session decided then. 
This contrasts with only eight regi 
lar legislative meetings last year plus 
Illinois, 


tors not 
All are 
excepting 


| Louisiana, Missouri, Nebraska and 
Pennsylvania. 
Greatest task confronting state 


was | 


| has repealed the 1% 


solons, even when no special money- 
raising problems are present, will be 
to balance their budgets 
handle old age pensions. With the 
Federal government stipulating that 
states must lay out a certain amount 
to match the money provided by it, 
various legislatures must dig up new 
sources of revenue. Film business 
has been the fall guy in the past 
and likely will be picked on again. 
states already have, sales 
taxes and can’t afford to boost them. 
Many have chain taxation 
(some even indluding 
gasoline 
any cons}l 


Most 


store 

the 
sales taxes. 
derable 


business) and 
Consequently 
amount of additional funds must 
come from a new source, with the 
film industry seen as a possibly fa- 
vored goat, despite the fact that ex- 
hibitors already are hard hit by the 
tax on admissions down to 2l1c while 
distributors are socked via the ex- 
cess profits tax (supposed to cover 
defense preparedness firms) and in- 
creased income taxes. 
N. Y. Okay However 

Biggest fear from the basisdotuves | 
is that a state admission taxation 

ill be established. One 
note in this regard is that N. Y. 
with the greatest number 
will not be forced into 
tax on cinema 


state, 
of theatres, 

any such 
ducat Reason 


AL a i> 


that racetrack pari-mutuels brought 
in more than expected the first year 
and that not too much difficulty is 
likely to be encountered in 
ing the budget 


One of the few cities having a stiff 


balanc- 


tax on admissions is New Orleans. 
The law provided a 2% levy on all 
adult admissions, with the statute 


apparently running out yesterday, 
Dec. 31. Formerly this city tax was 
only on tickets of 15c and upwards. 
A hopeful sign in the state. of 
Louisiana is that the new governor 
sales tax which 
frees the film business of the obliga- 
tion of paying this on film rentals 


| and admissions. 


Majority of the state legislatures 


| run for 60 days, although many have 
ino stipulation as to the length of 


| their 


session. The state solons 
slated to start work by Jan. 6 are 
California, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Mon- 
tana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, 
New York, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhode Island, South Dakota, 
Tennessee and Vermont, 


,’ 
ww 





Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Silent ghosts flickered above a spot 
in San Fernando Valley, wondering 
what all the talk was about. Noth. 
ing like that had ever happened whe 
Mack Sennett was producing mute 
pictures and Mabel Normand was hig 
voiceless star. It was Republic Stu- 
dios’ now, and Sennett, with a touch 
of nostalgia in his tones, was maki ng 
a speech, dedicating a sound stage to 
one he had called ‘the girl with the 
golden heart.’ 

Ghosts of the Keystone 


Kops 
swooped down from 


dedicate this stage to the 
memory of a lovable artist, Mabel 
Normand. May we never forget her 
—a great soul who pioneered and 
gave purpose to the early motion pic. 
ture. Through this new art she 
brought laughter and beauty, other- 
wise denied millions burdened with 
despair and drabness.’ 
The spooks may have wondered at 
the changes that have come over the 





method of | 


in order to | 


picture | 


cheering | 


'film art since they flatwheeled 
|through Hollywood streets and up 
| into the forests of Griffith Park. A 
, cowboy was a strong, silent man in 
those days, who spoke only with his 
trusty six-gun. That was before he 
broke out with a croon and a guitar 
and a flair for modernistic uniforms. 
| Gathered around with their feet on 
the ground were pals of the depart- 
ed spooks, solemnly taking part in 
the ceremonies. Charley Murray, 
| Jack Mulhall, Noah Beery, Chester 
|'Conklin, Charley Ray, Eddie Grib- 
bon, Jimmy Finlayson, Raymond 
Hatton, Walter McGrail and Eddie 
Quillan listened with misty eyes to 
the memories evoked by the master 
of ceremonies, William Farnum. 
From out of the front offices came 
Y. Frank Freeman, William Beau- 
dine, J. Stuart Blackton, Harry Joe 


Brown, A. Edward Sutherland, John 
| Auer, Jed Buell, Roy Del Ruth, J. R. 
Grainger, John Waldron, Erle Ken- 
ton, Frank McDonald, Joseph Santley 
and Louise Fazenda, who was ere 
in a double role as the wife of Hal B. 
Wallis and a former Mack Sennett 
comedienn 

Pulling the strings to unveil the 


plaque was Judy Canova, slated to 
appear shortly in one of the early 
Normand roles, ‘Sis doen ns.’ 


Running a Shoestring 
Into a Film Career 


Holly wood. Dec. $31. 
Alan Mowbray and Donald Mee 
Bride signed an acting deal with 


RKO, calling for four pictures a year 
to keep up the series which started 


with ‘Curtain Call’ and is continuing 
with ‘Show Business,’ now in produc- 
tion. 

Third of the series is in prepara- 
tion, with Mowbray and McBride 


teamed 
ducers. 


as a pair of shoestring pro- 


 Underw ood’s Sect -essor 
At 20th Still Uncertain 


Interviews with prospective suc 
cessors to Franklyn Underwood as 


eastern story editor of 20th-Fox are 
being held by Joseph H. Mosko- 
witz, New York rep for the studio. 
Moskowitz emphasized Monday (30) 


that no selection for the post has 
been made and that he may také 
to a couple of months, or lon 
get the man he wants 


1) 
t 


Underwood died about 10 days 
ago. Robert Bassler, former 45 
sistant to Underwood, who's now as» 
sistant to Coast story editol Julan 


Johnson, has been mentioned for the 


New York job as has been et 
| Bloc, who last served as story © 


|\for Samuel Goldwyn. 


‘Twilight’ for Riskin 
Hollywood, Dec 33. 
Everett Riskin draws the produc- 
ition chore on Columbia's recently 
purchased story, ‘Mr. Tw ilight.’ 
Sidney Harmon wrote the 
It has a U. S. Supreme Court back- 
| ground. 


varn. 


SHE’LL DARE TO 
Hollywood, Dec. $1. 
Femme lead _ opposite George 
| Brent in Columbia's ‘They Dare Not 
Love’ goes to Martha Scott 
Sam Bischoff product 
der way Jan, 3, with 
| as pilot. 
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Atlas (Odlum) Buys Part of Mechan’s 


K-A-O Pfd.; 12,000 Shares at $1,600,000 





Atlas Corp. (Floyd B. Odlum) ac- 
tively entered the theatre end of 
RKO's operations this week through 
the purchase of part of M. J. 
han’s Keith-Albee-Orpheum  pre- 
ferred stock. Understood that around 
12.000 shares were included in the 
original block, with sale price re- 
puted to be approximately $1,600,000. 

Atlas deal provides for an option 
on the remainder, some 14,000 or 
15,000 KAO preferred shares being 
subject to terms of a voting trust 
whereby representatives of Meehan 
will exercise voting rights for an 
extended period of time if the op- 
tion is not exercised. Reported that 
the total amount involved for the 


Meehan shares will be less than $3,- | 


NEW PIX PROD. 


500,000 or about what RKO at one 
time offered to get the shares into 
the company treasury. 

RKO had been seeking the Mee- 
han shares for more than six months, 
{t being part of the contemplated 
corporate simplification plan out- 
lined by the parent corporation 
nearly a year ago. However, pro- 
posed deal for 26,000 Meehan pre- 
ferred shares and a plan to retire 
about $4,500,000 worth of B. F. Keith 
bonds was passed up by a recent 
meeting of RKO directors. 


RKO has sought the Meehan 


shares because it would represent a | Maintained 


saving of at least $98,000 annually. 
Retirement of the Keith bonds also 
Was proposed because producing an 


annual interest saving of around 
$135,000 per year. Calling in of 


these bonds also would help simplify 
the corporate setup. 
Already In on RKO 

Atlas always has held a substan- 
tial interest in RKO and nominal 
indirect interest in the theatre end 
of the business. With its purchase 
of KAO shares, the Odlum 
apparently definitely committing 
itself to the theatre operating branch 


is 


,' 
vv 





Mee- | 





Par’s Own Camp 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Paramount is building its own 
army camp near Sherwood For- 
est for the Buddy de Sylva pro- 
duction, ‘Caught In the Draft,’ 


based on the national defense 
campaign. Private building is 
necessary because the Govern- 


ment encampments are so busy 
that they have no room for film- 
ing pictures. 

David Butler, director, signals 
the start Jan. 6, with Dorothy 
Lamour and Bob Hope in the top 
roles, 








OFF WITH A 
~ RUSHIN “41 


—_—_— 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 


| 
| 








Production slowed down a bit but | 


its momentum 


during | 


| holiday week with only a slight hesi- | 


| 


group | 


of RKO’s setup, admittedly the most | 


profitable end of film business today. 
Shift of the KAO preferred stock to 


Atlas does not mean any saving to 
RKO since Odlum’s company is a 
holding corporation with no con- 
nection with RKO excepting stock 
holdings in the picture company 
What it does do is strengthen the 
investment portfolio of Atlas, t! 

KAO shares admittedly being a \ 

uable investment. Presently $15.75 

due in back dividends on this pref 
erence stock with the prospect of 


extra divvy 
year 
nual divide 

KAO has 
divvy arre? 
years, 
dends 
paic 


likelv each 
in regular an- 
about $14 in 
the last fo il 
in extra divi- 


cleared 
irs 


up 
during 
paying $11.75 


d 
$8.75 in 1940, $8.75 


1 in 1939, $10 
in 1938 and $12.25 in 1937. There 
Still is due $15.75 in arrearages on 


KAO preferred, representing slight- 
ly more than two years of re 
dividends, 


lar 


m4 


Elect Board Members 
‘ In Four Acad Groups 


Hollywood, Dec. 31 
Acader y of Motion Picture Art 
and Science s elected 12 b ra ! 
bers in four of its branches, 


writers. produce 
Fifth branch. technicians, requires a 
new election because of a tie vote. 
New members are Edward Arnold, 
Rosalind Russell and James Stewart 
for the actors; Howard Estabrook, 
Jane Murfin and Robert  Riskin, 
Writers; Frank Yapra, Frank Lloyd 
and Sam Wood, directors; Y. Frank 
Freeman, David O. Selznick 
Walter Wanger, producers. 


directors and rs 


and 





luring that period. Company | 


Oscar for scientific or technical | 
achievement will be awarded again 
this year by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences. Nomina- 


tions in that class 
quested by Darryl] F 
man of the Research Council. 

Entries cover all devices, 
formulas 


have been re- 
Zanuck, chair- 


at 
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tation. Work naturally halted on 
Christmas day, with 24 hours for re- 
cuperation, but two pictures rolled 
on Friday and an Saturday 
at Warners. The two were ‘30 Day: 
Hath September’ and ‘Winged Vic- 
tory,’ and the weekend starter was 
‘Miss Wheelwright Discovers Ameri- 


ther on 


ca.” Two more, ‘The Bride Came 
C.O.D.’ and ‘Sergeant York,’ get the 
gun the first working day of the 


New Year, and ‘Affectionately Yours’ 
goes before the len 

Universal has three fil scheduled 
to lead off during the second week of 
January and may add a fourth. Three 
designated for the week of Jan. 6 are 


es next week. 


ms 


‘The Lady from Cheyse nne,’ ‘Model 
Wife’ and ‘The Man Who Lost Him- 
self.’ Possible added starter is the 
Marlene Dietrich starrer, ‘The Flame 
of New Orleans.’ 

Monogram is soaring to new pro- 
Jiictions high with the deliv f 12 
‘ a } B r ’ 

Tex | ( 
- Fe ; ae 
f 1940-41 
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Will Be the General Policy " 


of Each Company, RKO| 
Prez Opines — Extended | 
Playing Time Inevitable 


| 


BLOCKS-OF-5 SNAG COIN 





No product shortage in 1941-42 is 
envisioned by RKO prez George J. 
Schaefer, despite a slash in number 
of films as a result of the consent 
decree. Probability, Schaefer pre- 
dicted, will be that exhibs assign | 
films longer playing time to compen- | 
sate for the diminution in numbers. 

Increased playing time, providing 
greater film rental for individual 
pictures, is viewed by Schaefer as a 
healthy development. He rendered 
the opinion recently in revealing 
that RKO will cut 40 pictures next 
season from the 45-48 slated for the 
current year. 

Although companies have 
given no outward indication yet of 





other 


an intention to reduce their quantity 
of product, they are expected to fol- 
low the RKO suit. 
the 


Two reasons for 
RKO 


cable. 


cut 
topper and are generally 
One is the fact that five-picture 
blocks which must be sold under the 
consent decree tie up coin because 
completed films are held on the 


were assigned by the 


> 


9 ] 
appl 


shelf and bring in no revenue while 
waiting for the four other pictures 


in the group to be finished. 


] 


Second 
reason for the sl ce, Schaefer said, is 
that are now ‘t many little 

ll be more 


pictures’ and operation will 


there 0 





profitable with fewer and better 
films. | 
Flexibility in Blocks | 
Schaefer predicted that no switch- 
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George J. Schaefer Will Stay at RKO 
Studio for a Year; Edington Leaving? 





12,428 Film Workers’ Pay 


Average $44.90 a Week ®*°..% cue #2 85 Jem, 





Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Studio worl exclusive of exe 
and t j i * 5 
Nove er, 1! $ 
incre e ov I I \\ 
ly paycheck to 12,428 workers aver- 
aged $44.90 as announced by C 
fornia Labor Statistics De rt t 
"¢ 
51.29 I u 


7% 
? 
| 
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Cutting Credits 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Production credits on the 
screen are in for a drastic whit- 
tling in 1941 at Metro and prob- 
able at other major studios. Idea 
is that the public is interested 
chiefly in the players and is 
bored by a long list of technical 
and production aides. 

One complication halting an 
immediate reduction of names is 
the number of contracts which 
call for screen credit. 











O'LEARY RUNS 


COMERFORD 
CHAIN NOW 


J. J. O’Leary, general auditor of | 


the C 


years, 


for many 
in complete 


omerford Circuit 
has been placed 


charge of operations with headquar- | 


ters at Scranton, Pa., and reported 
that while there has been some 
consideration to bringing someone in 
to run the theatres nothing is likely 
to be done. 

As a result of his appointment to 
the cabinet as Postmaster General, 
Frank C. Walker is no longer able 
to devote so much of his time to the 
Comerford circuit, of which he is 
president and general counse] He 
retains these posts, however. Walker | 


I Wer 
is a nephew of the late Mike Comer- 
ford, 


At New 


w York headquarters of 
Comerford, where Walker alway 
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NS, $12,900,000 British Coin Withdrawal 
or 1941 Finally Okayed; Joe Breen 
Stresses ‘Keep the 


Screen Clean’ 





The British frozen coin agreement 
for eight U. S. major companies was 
approved and finalized last Friday 
(27) by both the American film com- 
panies and the government of Great 
| Britain. 





Announcement of basic feae 
ture, including the maximum total, 
| $12,900,000, which American distrib- 
| utors may receive in the year started 
| last Nov. 1, and percentages accord- 
| ing to companies, was made at the 
| Hays office directors’ meeting that 
| day. 

| Talk by Joseph I. Breen, produc- 
tion code chief of the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers & Distributors Assn., 
| before the directorate was the other 
| important feature of the session. He 
urged the top officials present to ex- 
ert pressure on their production 
chiefs on the Coast in maintaining 
clean product. The board of direc- 
tors pledged Breen 100% support, in- 
formally explaining that they would 
do all they could to see that pro- 
ducers cooperated in keeping pic- 
tures clean. Breen and Will Hays 
several weeks ago went over the sit 


il* 





uation on the Coast, with producers 
then expressing willingness to watch 
their step. 


Understood that some executives 
present admitted that certain pro- 
| ducers, in their urge to turn out 


surefire boxoffice films or what they 
considered such, in recent months 
perhaps had gone a little too far. It 
| was pointed out that protests about 
dirt in screen productions and fresh 
censorial troubles were 


this slopping over on the 


caused by 
yen to get 
in double-meaning gags or quest 


able lines. 


ione 
Breen apparently wanted 
company heads to know the situation 
fully and to get an ion of 
nion. Apparently future 
to crowd in objectionable 
material will not be handled 
} svill 


expre 
op! in the 
with 
of 
epins or 


after the picture is « 


be a case 
: 
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ture is come 
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20th-Fox Dispatches 3 Attorneys 
To Tour Exchanges for Purpose 
Of Explaining Decree to Salesmen 





| 


A procedure that is expected to be 
followed by the four other com- 
panies which will sell 1941-42 film 
under the consent decree starting | 
this summer is being teed off by 
20th-Fox, with three of its attorneys | 
starting on a tour of all the 20th ex- 
changes Jan. 2. They are Felix Jen- | 
kins, Norman Steinberg and Percy | 
Heleger, all attached to the legal | 
department at the home office. Be- 
fore they are finished with their 
countrywide tours, the other distrib- 
utors among the Big Five will prob- | 
ably assign men to similar trips. 

20th’s three counselors, all well | 
versed on the consent decree, will 
split the country up between them. 
Jenkins, a top-ranking lawyer in 
20th and secretary of the company, 
will take the west, while Steinberg 
will cover the midwest and south, 
Heleger the east. The length of time 
they will be gone will depend on the 
meetings themselves and the travel- | 
ing. | 

Legal trio from 20th is going out | 
to preside at huddles with tke sales 
staffs in the various exchanges to 
explain the decree in detail, clear up 
any doubts concerning it and to in- 
struct the men what they must do 
as well as what they must not do. 
This is the first material step to be 
taken by 20th under the consent, but | 
later on, probably around Feb. 1, a | 
meeting of distribution heads will be | 
held in San Francisco to further dis- | 
cuss the new system of selling for 
the coming season. 


At that meeting, also, it is ex- 
pected, production plans for the 
1941-42 semester wil] be determined 
as well as discussion given to what 
the producing problems are going to 
be. S. R. Kent is planning to go | 
out to preside, with Joseph M.| 
Schenck, Darryl Zanuck and others 
coming from the studio. 


Other companies under the con- 
sent (Paramount, Metro, Warner 
Bros. and RKO), in addition to legal 
aid and advice to their exchanges, 
are expected to hold general distri- 
bution meetings on the new selling, 
arbitration, etc. Par is figuring on a 
meeting at Chicago later in Janu-| 
ary. Others are indefinite at the 
moment, but Metro, which held one 
session already in 
probably hold another in New York. 
Similar meetings on exploitation and 
how such departments will fit into 
the new scheme of things are also 
looked for, Metro is holding one at 
N.Y. in two or three weeks on that 
alone, calling in all its men from 
the fieid. 


MRS. RAY WHEELER 
WINS DIVORCE IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 31. 
Mrs. Mabel Wheeler’s Xmas pres- 
ent last week was a divorce from 
her husband, Ray Wheeler, veteran 








theatre manager here, now in charge | 


of the State downtown, whom she 


charged with cruel and barbarous 
treatment. ‘If the food I cooked 
did not satisfy him,’ she told the 


court, ‘he threw it at me.’ 

Gal, 24, and 18 years younger than 
her husband, said she underwent a 
serious operation recently and when 
she was taken home was placed in 
a wheel chair. Wheeler was to put 
her to bed at night, she added. One 
night, he didn’t come home at all 
and she had to spend the night in 
the chair. The Wheelers were mar- 
ried in New York Aug. 6, 1937, and 
separated last summer, 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

RKO purchased ‘That Was No'| 
Lady,’ by Richard Collins. 

Arnaud D’Usseau sold ‘Repent at 
Leisure’ to RKO. 

Harry Sherman bought ‘The Sheik 
of Buffalo Butte,’ a Hopalong Cas- | 
sidy yarn by Bernard McConville. 

Metro understood to be interested 
in ‘Mrs. Fane Comes of Age’ by Lib- | 
bie Block, differences between bid | 
and asked price now standing be- 
tween consummation of a deal. 
Story is a two-part serial currently 
in Good Housekeeping mag. Price 
demanded is $20,000, with Metro in- 


terested in paying considerably less. 





ys 
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Chicago, will |: 


NOW METRO’S 50-50 ON 
‘GONE’ IRKS NW ALLIED 


Minneapolis, Dec. 31. 
Northwest Allied is on 
path again—this time against Metro 


the war- 


because it is demanding a 50° split 
in the Twin Cities for subsequent 
runs of ‘Gone With the Wind.’ But, 
despite its leaders’ protests, the com- 
pany continues adamant in its terms. 

There was a hullabaloo when RKO 
demanded a 50% split for ‘Snow 
White’ and eventually the company 
compromised to 40° up to a split 
figure in the case of Twin City inde- 
pendents. However, M-G has been 
the toughest of all companies for the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul indies to 
handle and never backs up in the 
face of pleas or threats. 

For years, Twin City independents 
have been fighting in vain to get M-G 
to eliminate percentage from its Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul indie deals. 
There have been threats of virtual 
boycott, but the company always in- 
sists upon four percentage pictures 
in its contracts and, in the end, the 
exhibitors yield. All other companies 
here make flat deals with the Twin 
City boys. 





Posen Loses In Move 


To Halt U.’s Plan For 
Buying Pfd. Tenders 


A complete denial of a plea by 
Samuel I. director of Uni- 
versal Pictures Co. since March 15, 
1938, and holder of 100 shares of 
common and 50 of first preferred, for 
a temporary injunction against the 
purchase by Universal of tenders for 
its first preferred stock, in pursuance 
of an offer made by letter on Dec. 12 
and effective Monday (30), was is- 
sued Monday (30) by N. Y. supreme 
court Justice Morris Eden. The court 
ruled that plaintiff's suit in brief 


seeks to enjoin the proposed pur- 





Posen, 


chase by the defendant of its pre- 
ferred stock’, and it was found that 
while a meritorious cause of action 
existed which might prevail on the 
trial of the action, insufficient evi- 
dence had been presented to the 
court to warrant the drastic issuance 
of a temporary injunction. 

Posen filed suit against’ Universal 
on Monday (30) supplementin; 
stockholder action he has against the 
company. The dir 


« 


ector 


his action that Universal has 15,300 | 
shares of first preferred at a par of | 
$100, 20,000 of second preferred at 
a par of $100, and 250,000 of common | 
with a par of $1. issued and out- 
standing. He states that the com- 


pany declares its net profit to be 
$2,400,000 for the year ended Nov. 
2, 1940, and for the four years under 
the present management reports a 
profit of $41,725. This last figure 
does not reveal the correct situation, 


declares Posen, who points out that 


$1,560,000 is tied up in England with 
no possibility of securing the money 
until after the war. This would 
mean a loss of $1,514,274 over the 
four-year period, and a total in the 
red of over $6,500,000. 

It is alleged that any shares of first 
preferred retired in excess of $100 


par would result in the unlawful 
payment of dividends to some stock- 
holders in preference to others. It 
is alleged that to borrow $1,000,000 
now to retire the stock would only 
retire about half of it, and that 
stockholders are not protected 
against discrimination by the plan. 
Lastly, it is claimed, that under Uni- 
versal’s present financial status to 
borrow an additional $1,000,000 for 


| Such retirement is folly. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

‘Adam Had Four Sons’ is release 
title for ‘Legacy’ at Columbia. 

Universal switched from ‘Northern 
Lights’ to ‘Mutiny in the Arctic.’ 

‘Rookie’s Roost’ became | ‘You'll 
Never Get Rich’ at Republic. 

Producers Corp. changed from ‘It 
Happened to Me’ to ‘Caught in the 
Act.’ 


remarks in | 





Studio Contracts Masterminding Under Way on How 7 





Hollywood, Dec. $1. 

Metro signed Peter Ballbusch, spe- 
cial effects director, 

Paramount picked 
Hayes’ player option. 

Elyse Knox inked a deal 
RKO. 

Paramount tore up Veronica Lake's 
old contract and handed her a new 
one. 

Warners hoisted its player option 
on Frank Wilcox. 

Betty Brewer handed a new player 
pact by Paramount, 

Richard A. Rowland picked up op- 
tions on Rosemary De Camp and 
Mary Anderson. 


2 New WB Houses 
In Florida Buck 
Sparks-Par Chain 


with 





Tampa, Dec. 31. 
Warner Bros.’ effort to break the 
deadlock on its product held by the 
Sparks theatre chain in Florida 
gained a couple of strides Christmas 
day with the opening of two new 


| indie houses in Tampa and Orlando. 


|The State, built and operated by 
Butler E. Gore, who has fought the 
Sparks outfit in Tampa for several 
years, reports good business with 
‘Knute Rochne-All American.’ It's 
the first Warner Bros. picture to be 
shown in Tampa in two years, be- 
cause of the Sparks tiff. 
| John M. Goldsmith, Warner rep- 
resentative from New York and 
urbank, Cal., attended the open- 
ing of the Vogue, Orlando, built by 


Gus C. Diamond, former WB sales- | 


man. It seats 800. 


| Goldsmith said Warners is making | 


good progress in the all-state cru- 
sade. Working with Ralph McCoy, 
of Atlanta, district manager, he has 
signed contracts with Arthur J. 
Siegel, who will open a 900-seater 
in Jacksonville in April, and has a 


deal stewing with Herb Copelan, | 
who is planning a theatre in Fort 
Myers. Wometco Theatres, with 13 


houses in the Miami area, is show- 
ing Warner films and there also are 
deals under way in Daytona and 
West Palm Beach. The Playhouse 
in St. Petersburg, operated by Bob 
Boardman, gives WB another outlet 
n this section. 

Sparks, which is 50% Paramount- 
owned, refus d to sign with WB in 
1939 and hela out all this year. A 
few indies have made half-hearted 
attempts to buck the chain, but this 
is the first concerted drive to put 
in a big wedge. 


ANOTHER HEARING ON 


Chicago, Dec. 31. 
Third hearing on the proposed 
shift in the city’s censorship ordi- 


nance is scheduled for some time 
next month. Opposition to the 
~ 


change, which would place censoring 
in the hands of special group named 
by the mayor instead of the police, 
has developed at the previous hear- 

Earl B. Dickerson, city alderman, 
is backing the 


proposed 


censorship 


hift which would prevent patrons 
under 21 years of age from viewing | 
certain films Industry spokesmen 
claim this means censoring of all 
pictures, with the distributor footing 


the increased fee-per-ree]l bill. 
also contend it will cut 
hibitor’s patronage. 


They 


nto the ex- 


Boothman Badly Burnt 
In $7,000 Theatre Fire 


St. Louis, Dec. 31. 
‘Chub’ Ralston, projectionist in the 
Elm, 250-seater in St. Elmo, Il, near 
here suffered severe burns on the 
face and hands last week when the 
film caught fire. A mild panic fol- 
|lowed the flames and the patrons 
rushed out of the house. The blaze, 
which damaged the theatre $7,000, 
|spread to an adjoining cafe, tavern 
|}and recreation hall and fire equip- 
ment was summoned from Alta- 
mount, Effingham and Vandalia, I1., 
to extinguish the flames which 
threatened the entire business dis- 
trict. 
aul Brands is the owner and 
operator of the house. He plans to 
jreopen as soon as possible, 


up Margaret | 


Clause X’s Vagueness an Example 


CHI’S NEW CENSORSHIP 


To De-Code the 





ASCAP CASE MAY AGAIN 


STALL LaCROSSE VS. PAR 


Milwaukee, Dec. 31. 


Athough the frequenty deayed La- 
Crosse Theatres Co.’s $1,476,900 anti- 
trust suit against Paramount and 
various other distribs was scheduled 
to go on trial next Monday (6) before 
| Judge Patrick T. Stone and a mixed 
| Sury at Madison, Wis, 
|ponement is now sought by Robert 
| A. Hess, legal rep for the plaintiff, 
for he also is the Wisconsin attorney 
| for the American Society of Com- 
| posers, Authors and Publishers—and 
U. S. Atty. Gen. Robert H. Jackson 
has ordered criminal proceedings 
against ASCAP and Broadcast Music, 
Inc., under the Sherman anti-trust 
law, started in Milwaukee's Federal 
court on the same date. 

Trial of the LaCrosse-Par battle 
had barely started when Attorney 
Hess suffered a sudden collapse, due 
to exhaustion and overwork, on Nov. 
6. Physicians ordered a complete 
rest, and on Nov. 26 attorneys and 
court conferred and set the resump- 
tion of the trial for next Monday, 
Judge Stone telling Hess to forget 
all else in the meantime. 








Philty Arbitrators 
Have Their First Job 
| AM Cut Out for Them 


Philadelphia, Dec. 31. 

The first hunk of biz on the 
agenda for the arbitration board in 
this area, under the consent decree, 
appeared in the offing with the 
skedded opening of the Erlanger as 
as filmer in the downtown area early 
in 1941. 


The Erlanger, built as a legit 
;}house in the lush ’20s, has been 
leased by William Goldman, indie 


exhib. Last week Goldman's attor- 
ney, C. Brewster Rhoads, sent letters 
to all exchange managers and to of- 
ficials of the Stanley-Warner circuit 
warning that Goldman would take 
‘appropriate measures’ if S-W would 
attempt to place its Center in a pre- 
ferred spot over the Erlanger in the 
matter of clearance, as has been re- 
ported. 

The Center, nearest S-W house to 
the Erlanger, is four blocks away 
and has been showing films, fifth 
and sixth run, and even later. Gold- 
|man has made it plain that he will 
bid for first run product at the Er- 
langer, the first attempt by an indie 
to break the first: run stranglehold 
held in this area by the Warner 
chain. 
| Meanwhile the Erlanger has been 
let for its first play of the season, 
‘First Step te Heaven’ opening to- 
night (Tues.). Only other attrac- 
tion at this house this year has been 
the annual offering of the University 
of Pennsylvania’s Mask and Wig 
| Club, 


FLYNN LIKES MIDWEST, 
NIXES M-G SPOT IN N.Y. 


Jack Flynn, midwestern dis 


manager for Metro 


| 
| 


, iS Treporiec 
have been offered an important di 
tribution post at the home office but 
has declined. 

He is said to have refused princi- 
pally because he prefers to live in 
Detroit or in Chicago, where he now 
makes headquarters, 


Senate’ Leads Paged 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Columbia signed Herbert Marshal) 
and Virginia Bruce to co-star in the 
Charles R. Rogers’ production, ‘Sen- 
|ate Page Boys.’ Picture rolls Jan. 


{27 under direction of Alfred E. 
Green. 
| Another Rogers production, ‘A 


Girl’s Best Friend Is Wall Street,’ 
| originally slated to start Jan. 27 on 
|} the same lot, has been moved ahead 
to Jan. 15 owing to the earlier avail- 
ability of Franchot Tone, 
istars with Joan Bennett 


who co- 


another post- | 


Consent Decree: 








| 

A study of the consent decree with 
respect to arbitration has provoked 
much doubt concerning the rights to 
arbitrate in the minds of exhibitors 
as well as men in the selling end 
| because it isn’t clear just what the 
| restrictions are. An attorney, not 
| in show business but rating high in 
— legal profession, went over the 
draft of the arbitration rules with 
a VARIETY representative and con- 
|fessed that the wording was any- 
| thing but clear, virtually requiring 
|‘a Philadelphia lawyer to straighten 
it out.’ 


The lack of clarity concerning the 
rights of exhibitors to arbitrate may 
still leave many operators, buyers 
and managers completely in the 
| dark, even after consulting their own 
attorneys. In any event a legal in- 
terpretation will have to be had 
before certain very important por- 
tions of the consent are understood. 

While the provisions for selling in 
| ‘blocks of five’ and other features of 
| the decree do not require de-coding, 
| many very likely would be stumped 

by arbitration rules as to how many 

| theatres an exhib may have before 
| being in a position to file a com- 
| plaint, notably under Clause X. This 
‘clause pertains to controversies aris- 
| ing upon a complaint by an inde- 
pendent exhibitor that a distributor 
| has ‘arbitrarily refused to license its 
features for exhibition on the run 
| requested.’ 


Questions 

This in itself is not clear to persons 
in the trade who have been con- 
tacted, but more recondite is the 
question of whether an exhib can 
come in to arbitrate under Clause X 
if he has more than five theatres; 
also whether or not there are any 
restrictions when other portions of 
the decree (clearance, forcing of 
shorts, discrimination, withholding 
prints, etc.) form the basis for @ 
complaint. 


A distributing legal interpretation 
of the consent decree, which is ac- 
curate and may serve as a means of 
straightening out exhibitors and 
salesmen who are in doubt, is that 
any exhib or circuit, regardless of 
size, may avail themselves of arbi- 
tration under the entire decree ex- 
cept Clause X relating to the arbi- 
trary refusal of a distrib to grant the 
run requested. 

When that trade practice arises, 
there is a very definite restriction 
and any exhib having more than five 
theatres is automatically ineligible. 
If having six theatres, the exhib can- 
not arbitrate regardless of the cire 
cumstances. The clause also nebul- 
ously places a restriction on the fil 
ing of a complaint when an exhib 
with less than six houses is in ¢com- 
petition with a circuit having less 
than 15 theatres. 

In other words, when a distrib has 
refused to grant the run requested 
by the exhib having five or less 
theatres, the latter cannot come in 
to arbitrate unless the distrib has 
leased the pictures to a competitive 
circuit of 15 or more houses which 
may be interlocked through stock 
ownership or are in a buying com- 
bine. 

Clause X, 
strictions occur, 
cases of the exhib wit! 
five houses who does not have avail- 
able sufficient product nature 
and quality’ to enable it to operate 
on the run requested by the opera- 


under which these re- 
pertains to 
re than 


also 


no mé 


yr 
wel. 


PATHE FILM EXPECTED 
TO SHOW $285,000 NET 


Current earnings of Pathe Film 
| Corp. indicate that the company will 
show around $285,000 net profit for 
the year ended yesterday (Tuesday), 
according to Wall Street estimates. 
Comparry showed $215,188 in the first 
nine months, and even without any 
special melon cutting by DuPont 
Film Mfg., in which it holds a heavy 
stock interest, is expected to a id an 
additional $70,000 net profit in the 
final quarter. 


vv 





running high 


rningé were 
weeks ago for 


enough about five 
Pathe to declare its first dividend 
on the common shares since organ 
ized under the present fi! ‘ial sel 
up. The common shart ers were 
voted 30c per share 
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VERTICAL UNIONIZATION 





SWG Signs Virtually All Indies 


To Same Pact as Major Studios 


7% 
vr 





Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Screen Writers Guild has gained 


ing contracts with practically all the 
independent producers and reaching 





tentative agreements with the rest. | 


Pacts, similar to those with the ma- 
jor studios, are for six months and 


give SWC the right to arbitrate any | 


disputes that may arise over screen 


credits. . 
Indies who have signed are 
Edward Small, Howard Hughes, 


Globe, Principal Artists Productions, 
Alexander Korda, James Roosevelt, 
Frank Lloyd, Frank Capra, Larry 
Darmour and David L. Loew-Albert 
Lewin, Inc. David O. Selznick has 
promised to sign after he forms a 
new corporation. With a few minor 
details to be worked out, tentative 
agreements have been reached with 
Republic, Hal Roach, Walter Wanger 
and Monogram. 

‘Coast Jeaders of the CIO, armed 
with 17,000 membership pledge cards 
from various labor classifications in 
the major siudios, are waiting for 
a chance to crash the film industry. 
There will be no direct move in that 
direction, according to the leaders, 
who insist that any action will have 
come from the workmen themselves. 

Crux of the situation, the ClO 
representatives declare, is the unset- 
tled condition of several studio lo- 
cals aligned with International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employes. 
George E. Browne, prexy of IATSE, 
is reported to be investigating the 
possibility of a CIO drive in Holly- 
wood. 

Belief here is that any such move 
by CIO would result in IATSE tak- 
ing command of the 10 studio locals 
to protect its own jurisdiction, with 
the American Federation of Labor 
taking over some of the independent 
crafts to forestall CIO. Thus far the 
AFL, in the middle of an organiza- 
tion campaign in the film industry, 
has been keeping hands off the indie 
unions, 

Deep Cut Into Extra Lists 

Producers Association meets Jan. 6 
to approve the Standing Committee 
Teport recommending a heavy cut in 
the list of available extras. Approval 
means the dropping of 2,900 atmos- 
phere players who worked 10 days 


or less in 1939. These casual extra 
were paid approximately $200,000, 
which will be available for distribu- 
tion to regular extras whose sole 


support is the picture industry 


Motion Picture Costumers Union 
submitted demands to Pat Ca ey, 
producer-labor contact. for a five- 


day, 40-hour week, with upped wages 
for emploves in the pay 
brackets. Huddles between produc- 
ers and union representatives begin 
next week, 

Herbert Aller, business represent- 
ative of International Local 659, 
conferred with Walt Disney studio 
executives to discuss a proposed con- 
tract governing the wages and work- 
ing conditions for cameramen. 


lower 


MM 
of the Cartoonists in the Disney 

ave already signified thei) tent 
© affiliate with the Screen Cal 


toonists Guild. 
Producers and Studio Scenic Art- 
ts are exchanging diplom 


atic note: 
With a possibility that a contract will 
ve Signed when Herbert Sorrel 
business representative of Motion 
Pictures Painters Local 644, return: 


m ic £)}-, 1-1 - emme 
om his Oakland vacation. 


R 
CA Common’s 20c Divvy 
Common stockholders of Radio 
Corp. of Arherica, on record as own- 
@rs last Dec. 20, start off the new 


year with a 20c divvy melon. Divi- 
dend is payable Jan. 27, but action 
$n the distribution was taken early 


in December. It gives RCA com 
shareholders a flying start on divi- 
ends for the year because only 20c 
was paid all of 1940. 

RCA also is paying the customary 
8Thoc and $1.25 on its first preferred 


ie. ‘B’ preferred shares as of today 
ed.), this representing the usual 
cle distribution for 
Uarter of 1940, 


mon 


the final 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 


Erich Pommer picked Maureen 
O’Hara for the femme lead in his 
forthcoming RKO production, ‘Two 
on an Island.’ 

Two pictures, the current ‘They 
Met in Argentina’ and ‘Water Gyp- 
sies, precede ‘Island’ on 
O'Hara's schedule. 


Geo. Ballentine, 
20th, S. F., Placed 
About the Decree 


San Francisco, Dec. 31. 

The much-mooted consent decree 
and its multifarious ramifications 
won't make much change in the cus- 
tomary serenity of Frisco’s film row. 
A little more paper work, a few 
more visits from exhibs, and per- 
haps fewer headaches for the ship- 
ping department is the way they 
summarize it here. ‘It’s like all the 
other overwhelming, stupendous 
problems in this business,’ philoso- 
phizes Ballentine of 20th- 
Fox. When they actually arrive they 
always unsnarl themselves somehow 
and a short time later you never 
know anything has happened.’ 





George 


An increase in clerical work ap- 
parently will be the major change 
here. The screening problem, worry 


of many eastern centers, has caused 
no ripple here yet. 

‘There'll be a few more exhibs 
looking at pictures, but I think you’ll 
find that the average exhib will con- 
tinue to gauge his reactions by audi- 


ences in first-run houses. But as for 
trad iowing the first-runners al- 
Vays K at their product anyway, 
and we screen all our pictures, so 
ictually there won't be any great 

change in the present setup.’ 
Paramount, 20th, Universal, Warn- 
rs i RKO all have screening 
rooms, in addition to another rental 
( ( he row, which is exy ted 
ample care for preview 
‘ In e event of overflow 
ty of houses are available in con- 

ve lent locatioz 


Miss 


+ 
i 
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Three in Row for Maureen 


yirtual control of the scripter sit- | 
uation in the film industry by sign- | 





| 
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ATSE DRIVE 
REPORTED OM 


Stated That the Wedge Into 
Theatres, Nationally, Will 
Come Via the N. Y. Home- 
Offices of the Sundry 
Chains or Partnerships 





DETROIT EXAMPLE 


Reported that the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 


| ployees, which has been quietly or- 


| ganizing 


various theatre’ crafts 


' throughout the country, is beginning 


to make its big move in the organ- | 





SI Stagehand Balks Preem 
Of 2,500-Seat, $300,000 Nabe 


+ 





troit involves an effort of the jani- 
tors to obtain recognition and a con- 
tract. Reported labor interests from | 
Chicago, probably representing the 
IA, organized the janitors in Detroit 
and they are making their bid under 
threats to picket theatres. Under- 
stood they have obtained agreement | 
from other unions not to cross a 
picket line if thrown up. American | 





| Guild of Variety Artists, the IA and | 


| musicians, are mentioned in this 
| connection, 
Because of resistance from the! 


j 


ization of picture houses from top | 


to bottom. Various points around 


'the country, such as Detroit where 


trouble has just cropped up, may 
serve as testing points on the IA 
campaign and not unlooked for in 
the trade is that the IA may use its 
studio strength for pressure. 

Among other things, it is believed 
that IA would like to throw the re- 
sponsibility on labor matters as 
much on New York as 
especially so far as 


| after New Year’s in a move directed 


possible, | 
large circuits, | 


which have partnerships, are con- | 


cerned, with result negotiations may 


be pressed with circuit h.o.’s instead | 


of through local operators or part- 
ners. N. Y. C. itself is well organ- 
ized under IATSE auspices, with all 
theatre help under contract in N.Y. 
and Brooklyn excepting ushers. 
During the past week 
trouble cropped up in Miami Beach 


in connection with the opening 
Christmas Day (25) of the new 
Beach theatre, an S. A. Lynch-Par 


operation, but that was straightened 
out, 
Detroit's Case 


Much more alarming are the diffi- 
culties and the threats in Detroit, 
affecting not only Par there but 
other operators. United Detroit 
Theatres, a Par’ subsidiary, had 
scheduled to open a new house, the 
Royal, Friday night (27) but ran up 
against unanticipated union 

Stagehands got tough by 
Sisting on putting in a 
man at $78 a week, with result 
were ref 


would not go into the booth 


de- 
mands, in- 
maintenance 
when 
used, the operators 
House 


demands 


couldn't open and is still unlatched 
Wisper & Wetsman, depend t 
neighborhood operators, are involved 
ice they built the Royal and have 
a piece of it with Par 
Still additional difficulty !n De- 


union | 


| arrest 
| years ago. 


theatres, the janitors threatened to 
organize a picket line last night 
(New Year’s Eve) in front of Par’s | 
Michigan in Detroit, which this week | 
has a holiday stage show. | 

Fears are that similar unrecog- | 
nized unions in the IA or AFL group | 
may begin testing their strength in 
other parts of the country shortly 


by George E. Brown to solidify the 
IA throughout the entire nation. 


Unionists’ $9,000 
For False Arrest 


Affirmed in L. A. 





| ploy a stagehand. 
facts and for no other reason what- 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
District Court of Appeals on Mon- 
day (30) affirmed a judgment for 
damages to Herbert Sorrell, biz rep 
the Studio Painters Union, and 
Ralph Peckham growing out of false 
in a studio strike several 


of 


Warners and Blayney Mathews, 
studio police chief, were defendants 
in case. Jury’s award of $15,000 was 
reduced to $9,000 by subsequent 
court actions which Appellate Di- 
vision has just affirmed. 


Lang on “Man Hunt’ 


Hollywood. Dec. 31. 
Fritz Lang gets the directorial task 
yn ‘Man Hunt,’ a story undergoing a 
lot of rewriting since its publication 
a é ' R e Male.’ 
I ing starts early in January at 


20th-Fox. 
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|; ment to all who came 
| opening. 


|of this theatre to open. 


| you, 
| 
| 


Detroit, Dec. 31. 

Refusal of the United Detroit 
Theatres and the Wisper & Wetsman 
circuit, joint operators of the new 
luxury house, to pay a $78 weekly 
salary to a stagehand for the new 
Royal halted the scheduled opening 
of the 2,500-seat $300,000 nabe here, 
Instead of a gala opening Friday 
(27), the theatre turned away 3,500 
customers at the windows, refunded 
to those who had bought in advance 
and handed out the following state- 
out for the 


‘We exceedingly regret the incon- 
venience caused you by the failure 
We feel 

is due 
This theatre, constructed and 
equipped in its entirety by union la- 


the following explanation 


| bor, will not open as the result of 


the unreasonable and illegal demands 
of the Stage Hands Union, who de- 
mand that we employ a stagehand at 
a salary of $78 per week. For your 
information, a stagehand is one who 
during the presentation of a stage 
show moves scenery and other equip- 
ment used by the actors in the 
presentation of their act. Since this 
| theatre will have no stage shows 
| there is absolutely no work of any 
| kind for a stagehand to do. 


‘Two moving picture operators to 





whom we are willing to pay the 
union scale of $105 per week per 
|man refuse to work unless we em- 


Because of these 


soever this theatre will not open. 
We will pay for all work done but 
refuse to pay a man $78 per week 
when there is absolutely no work of 
any kind for him to do. What would 
you do if you were in our position?’ 

The Detroit Theatrical Protective 
Association 


claimed that there was 
work for a stagehand to do at the 
new house in the form of mainte- 


nance. The union said it was neces- 
sary for a stagehand handle the 
lighting backstage and supervise exit 
facilities. 


to 


toger Kennedy, international rep- 
resentative of the M.P.O.U., said that 


naturally none of the members of the 


operators union would go to work 
until the theatre’s dispute with the 
stagehands was settled 

The house continued dark over the 
weekend with no ne tiatio ne 
pending 


L’ville Usher Walkout 
In Unionization Drive 


Louisville, De oe 
Ushers at the Strand, Rialto, Rex 
(Fourth Ave. Amus. Co. hou ), and 
the Kentucky, operated by Switow 


Bro were on strike last week, as 
part of a move by Clem Johnson, 
representing the Building Service 
Employes union (AFL) to organize 
the usher Ushers at the Brown, 
Loe s State and M ry Ande n 
NE not iffected and de ne to 
é e € t A ( ) 
pre ent er re f 

e iffected € De ect to 
picketing Vo violence has been evi- 
dent th the exception of a minor 
th one of the working 

ishers, who had his tie pulled out. 
IATSE local has refused to take 
any part in the ike, claiming that 
while the Building Service Emploves 


i 4 

group is affiliated with the AFL, 
question ives itself into a juris- 
dictional dispute. Claimed that ush- 
ers properly bebong in IATSE if that 
union would be interested in taking 


re 


them in, and that if and when this 
is decided upon, then it would be 
time enough to enter into the local 
situation. 

3y Sunday (29) night all ushers 
had returned to work and picketing 

aid been prac diseor ed, 

Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Paramount borrowed John Loder 
from 20th-Fox for one of the top 
roles in ‘One Night in Lisbon.’ 

Actor recently finished ‘Uncen- 
sored’ on that lot 
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70 Philly Nabes Go for Games 


Lincoln, Dec. 31 
Determination of the county at- 
torney’s office here to rid Lincoln of 


+ 
| 
| 


giveaway stunts in theatres found 
him dismissing one action against 
the Nebraska, city manager R. W. | 


Huffman, and house manager Gene | 
Shanahan one day last week, and | 
filing a new one. 

His target is the theater’s ‘Abner 
Askit’ grocery giveaway gag, played 
with answers to questions on card 
like bingo, first to get four rows Of 
queries answered taking the prize. 

First action failed, according to 
Muny Judge Fisher, because it could 
only be filed under the state's anti- 
lottery statute, and it was not. So the 
first action was folded by the d.a., 
and the second set of papers went On 
the docket immediately. Case will 
come to trial Jan. 10, and both man- 
agers have posted $500 bond for ap- 
pearance. 

Nebraska is no longer sponsoring 
the gift show, which ran _ every 
Thursday night for two months be- 
fore legal action was initiated. 

‘Prosperity Clubs’ 

Asking for action on pleadings in 
the case against the Omaha Motion 
Picture Exhibitors association, Atty.- | 
Gen. Walter Johnson filed a motion | 
with supreme court this week asking 
judgment rendered for continued op- | 
eration of the gift stunt OMPEA’s 
‘Prosperity Clubs’. 

Johnson claims it’s bank night in 
principle, fancied up to evade the| 
lottery law. Banko was slapped down | 
June 26, 1937, and Johnson wants 
punishment handed OMPEA for at- | 
tempting to dodge the lottery issue. | 

Nebraska lottery provisions call 
for the presence of prize, chance and 
consideration. OMPEA admits the 
first two, but since agreeing to pay 
off to registrations on the day of 
drawing whether a ticket is bought 
or not, believes there is no element 
of consideration. Johnson says the 
mere turning into a theatre lobby 
and signing a name is giving of a 
person’s time, and time is worth 
something—-therefore, consideration 
is present. 

OMPEA offers $500 each Wednes- 
day night, the assessment of 26 
Omaha theatres. If undrawn, it goes | 
to $750, then to $1,000; $1,000 is the 
most which can be given away each 
week. There are some 40,000 registra- | 
tions now on tab for the stunt. 


All the gambling elements and 


urges are present in this idea, accord- | 


ing to Johnson, and he paints a pic- 





ture of the theatres preying on the 
individual who is enticed to risk 
small money to get big. 
Ohio Still Uncertain 
Columbus, Dec. 31. 


Status of bank night in Ohio, after 


the Supreme Court refused to rule 
on its legality, still remains status 
quo: maybe yes, maybe no. After 


nearly two years of court action, the 
case of Attenweiler vs. Troy Amuse- 
ment Co. reached the highest 
court, but the bench, while refusing 
to grant an injunction preventing 
Troy police from interfering with 
bank night at the Mayflower theatre 
there, declined to rule on legality of 
the game. Court explained stand, in- 
asmuch as they could not make a 
decision statutes in in- 


~“+e« , 
state 


on criminal 
junction proceedings, by pointing out 
that an arrest on lottery charges, 


with appeals, would bring a solution 
Philly Goes for Games 
Philadelphia, Dec. 31. 

More than 70 Philly nabes are hop 
ping on the games bandwagon a 
result of the recent ruling of Judge 
Howard A. Davis in Common Ple: 
Court declaring that ‘Zingo’ and 
‘Cash Quiz’ were legal. 

‘Cash Quiz,’ distributed here by 
David Malsman, goes into about 


35 
houses starting this week. The abie! 
consists of flashing questions on the | 
screen and punching of correct an- 
swers on cards held by _ patrons. 
Cash prizes are given to winners. | 

‘Zingo,.’ owned and distributed by 
David Molliver, local indie exhib, 
goes into a like number of theatres 
on Jan. 6. In this game a play is en- 
acted from the screen with sound ef- 
fects emanating from the sound track. 
Players are asked to identify the 
sounds, 


Aldridge Vice Rogers 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Katharine Aldridge was assigned 
to fill the role left vacant by the ill- 
ness of Jean Rogers as femme lead 
in ‘Dead Men Tell’ at 20th-Fox. 
Shift was made before Miss Rogers 
appeared in the picture, so no fre- 














| Yeh, Let 


Lincoln Would Kayo Giveaways; 


| Boston, 


——_ 


Dec. 31. 
George Raft is playing the 
RKO Boston on a personal ap- 
pearance. 
The Translux, across the street, 
is offering him in a reissue of 
‘Scarface,’ with an English co- 


INSPIRATION? feature tabbed ‘Let George Do 


Hit on the Head, Theatre Man 
Writes Best Ad Campaign 


San Francisco, Dec. 31. 
While everybody gave him credit 
for flu, seems that Charley Schalifer 


of the United Artists here spent two 


weeks on his back actually on ac- 
count of a concussion. Stooped over 
in his own kitchen and banged his 
noggin on an open cupboard door 
as he came up. Didn't notice any- 
thing until several hours iater when 
he suffered a near collapse, doc or- 
dering him to bed pronto where he 
stayed. 

Odd sidelight is that the campaign 
for ‘Thief of Bagdad’ which he pre- 


pared while flat on his back turned | 


out best of any in recent months. 
After glimpsing first day's biz, Schal- 
ifer’s boss has suggested he get at 
least one concussion per month. 

‘I'd be a hero if I'd got konked 
in a car,’ wails Charles, ‘but because 
it happened in my own house, every- 
body just laughs.’ 


CLIFF LEWIS MAY GO 
RKO ON SCHAEFER OK 


Cliff Lewis, advertising-publicity 
head of the Paramount studio who 
was succeeded in that post recently 
by George Brown, may join RKO in- 
stead of coming east to go into an 
exploitation spot with Paramount at 
the h.o. Understood RKO is inter- 
ested in him, on the recommendation 
of George J. Schaefer, who was for 
years with Par, when Lewis was on 
h.o. advertising. 

Arch Reeve, lately with 20th-Fox 
and now on the Coast, was 
consideration for the Lewis spot at 
the Par studio before Brown was 
set. Reeve is now ill with gastric 
ulcers which caused serious hem- 
morhage compiications. 








‘Fantasia’ Into Boston, 


Philly, L. A. in Late Jan. 


i 
| 


‘Fantasia’ will have its first three 
openings outside of New York late 
in January. They will be in Boston, 
| Philadelphia and Los Angeles, with 
! only Boston fully set. It will be 
| Jan. 23 at the Majestic. Dates in 
i Philly and L.A. will be within a 
couple days of Boston. Houses have 
not been chosen. 


Hub home of the Disney musical 
is a 1,400-seat Shubert house which 
has recently been dark. Broadway, 
at which the pic is playing in New 
York, is also a Shubert holding, 
although there is said to be no sig- 


nificance in the coincidence. Policy 
in Boston will be exactly the same 
two-a-day, reserved seat as in Man- 
hattan. Milton Chamberlain, who 
| formerly operated the Little Car- 
negie and other class houses in 
N. Y., will be manager. Jack Gold- 
stein, Boston legit p.a., will handle 
press. 

Dick Condon, Disney publicity 
chief, who has been on an advance 
tour, was called back to his desk in 
New York last week as result of the 
am-up caused by quick-order open- 

Frank Braden, who was ac-| 
companying him during the winter 
{layoff of Ringling Bros circu: 
which he regularly publicizes, will 
die the Philly preem. L.A. un- 
veiling will be under auspices of 
tudio press department. 
Hal Horne, Disney eastern rep, 


will go to Chicago and Detroit this 
week, to make a selection from a 
number of houses given an okay by 
Disney engineers. Chi, Detroit and 
Washington will be the second trio 
f openings. 


‘Baines’ Radio Tieup 


‘Scattergood Baines,’ first produc- 
tion made by Pyramid for RKO re- 
lease, 
month on 





the radio show of the 
same title sponsored by Wrigley. 
Programs will concern themselves 
with the film version of ‘Scattergood 
Baines,” many of scripts being 
framed around the picture and pos- 
sible production locations. 

Film now is set for release on 





takes are necessary. 


Feb. 21. Guy Kibbee has title role 


under | 


is getting a novel boost this | 


my 


Hy Daab Joins Par 


| 


Press Agentry; Five 
Flacks Fly the Coop 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Hy Daab, veteran film publicist 
and onetime advertising manager of 
Variety, has checked in at Paramount 
to take charge of special campaigns. 
Shift is one of the results 
general shakeup following the ap- 
pointment of George Brown as stu- 
dio’s publicity chief. 

Five members of the flackery, Bert 
Holloway, Bill Hebert, Arthur Pow- 
ell, Bob Burkhardt and Bob Blewitt 
have checked off the lot. Hollo- 
way’s post as head of the unit 
room was taken over by Murphy Mc- 
Henry, who moved over from Ed- 








ward Small Productions, where he | 


was in charge of publicity and adver- 
tising for two years. Other vacan- 
cies will be filled later. 

Daab graduated from the newspa- 
per field to become advertising- 
publicity boss of the old Cole-Rob- 


ertson outfit, which turned into FBO | 


| and later into RKO. In 1933 he took 
|charge of Columbia’s ad-publicity 

staff in New York, and _ joined 
| VARIETY in 19382. 


DISC COSTS STYMIES 
FILMS’ S. A. BALLY IDEA 


Plan to use an industry radio pro- 
ram, via discs spotted on local Latin- 








American stations, has. struck a 
snag. Heavy expense entailed by| 


such an alignment has caused sev- 
eral major company foreign public- 


a wiekaie sir — | 
ity chiefs to oppose the ca, one” | Miss. alk 
cost item which was one of the prin- | be built by A. Bressler, operating the 


inally outlined by Metro. 


cipal objections raised against the 
Latin-American shortwave proposal 
of National Broadcasting Co. 

Despite the objections on 


cost, 


final check has not been completed | 


and until it is made no vote of major 
companies on the discs plan will be 
made. However, almost unanimous 
vote will be necessary if the Latin- 
American idea becomes an industry 
affair. 


Special ‘Va.’ Preem 
For Brit. War Relief 


The Canadian 
Canadian-sponsored 


Organization in 
this country for British war relief, 
has arranged to take over the en- 
tire orchestra floor of the Para- 


mount, N. Y., Jan. 28, for a special 

premiere that night of ‘Virginia.’ 
The Fund plans selling the seats 

itself at advanced prices, with the 


proceeds to go into the Fund’s 
treasury 

In addition to the Glenn Miller 
band and the regular Par show to 
play with ‘Virginia,’ there will be 
personal appearances of stars from 
screen, stage and radio on the preem 
which will be at 8:30 p.m. 


Shapiro With Selznick 


Hollywood, Dec. 31 
David O. Selznick engaged Victor M. 
Shapiro to handle special publicity 
for two pictures, indicating that the 


producer. of ‘Gone With the Wind’ | 


is about to make an early start on 
the two films he owes United Artists. 

Shapiro’s contract is with the new 
,David O. Selznick Productions, suc- 
'cessor to Selznick-International. He 
| will remain with the new outfit un- 
til late spring, when he moves out 
to fulfill a previous commitment. 





| PILLOT JOINS UA STAFF 
Leo Pillot, who had been doing oc- 
casional work for the United Artists 
|exploitation department, was added 
| permanently to the publicity staff 
| last week. He will handle trade pa- 
pers. 
Arthur Jeffrey will continue to 
; service dailies and syndicates and 
Burt Champion will handle general 
| duties, specializing in radio. 


Len Goldenson's Swing to Contact 
Par Field; Theatre-Exchange Shorts 





Starting shortly, Leonard Golden- 





of the | 


| heating. 


Maple Leaf Fund, | 


son, Paramount home office theatre 
lexecutive working directly under 
Barney Balaban, will make an ex- 
haustive tour of several parts of the 
country to personally confer with 
field operators, house managers and 
to look over theatre properties he 
hasn't seen. 

He will cover the entire south, the 
Texas territory, Little Rock, and 
New England among others. Dur- 
ing the past year Goldenson, in com- 
'pany with Sam Dembow, Jr., has 
|covered every northern theatre in 
| the Par fold. At present recuper- 
lating at his Cedar Island (‘(Larch- 
mont, N. Y.) home from an auto ac- 





resume any traveling for Par for at 
least a month. 





Dixie Very Active 
Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 31. 

New Year looms as one of busiest 
on record for Dixie theatre construc- 
tion and remodeling. New Palmetto 
job starts in January here. Ground 
broken for Dr. E. M. McDaniel’s new 
Martinsville, Va., unit. W. F. Carna- 
ham, operating theatres at Beatty- 
ville and Morehead, Ky., will build 
new Sandy Gap, Ky. theatre to re- 
place one burned. Cresent Amus. 
Co. building new Decatur, Ala., 
house, slated for January opening. 
New Mecca opened at Tullahoma, 
Tenn., by Cumberland Amus. Co. 
Eugene Russell, transferred from 
Princess, Nashville, is manager. Dr. 
M. D. Garred purchased the Ash- 
land (Ky.) Capitol and will remodel. 
Fairfax (Ala.) theatre being re- 
modeled. Rialto, Kingsport, Tenn., 
wili be remodeled by Charles Burns, 
adding 140 seats. 

Crescent, Little Rock, Ark., 
slated for remodeling job. Ellison 
Dunn building new Ashford, Ala., 
unit. Cameo opened in Orlando, 
Fla. House is 412-seater. Work be- 
gun on house at Starke, Fla., for 
W. N. Carnasion; will seat 700. C. 
T. Chapin, manager, Dixie and Ritz, 


also 





}announces 1,000-seater to start soon 


in Ocala, Fla. Sparks chain ready- 
ing plans for theatre at Fort Meyers, 
Fla. House wiil seat 800. Pewitt & 
Royal are Meridian, 


building new 


Dayton, Ky., gets new 800-seater to 


Liberty. Majestic, Green Forest, 
Ky., installed new stage, screen and 


| chester, Ky., by Meyer & Schwartz. 
b'iske-Cartei Construction Co., 
Spartanburg, and Jones Construction 
Co., Charlotte, N. C., will build 
three theatres on 20,000 army reser- 
vation at Spartanburg. Heuses for 
16,500 men due to start training 
March 15, 
Schine’s Closed Town 
Mt. Vernon, O., Dec. 31. 
Belpik Corp., Schine subsidiary, has 
been given a five-year lease on the 
theatre in the Knox County Mem- 
orial Bldg. in Mt. Vernon, O. The 
lease gives Schine control of all 
| three houses here, 


Maier’s Shift 
Buffalo, Dec. 31. 

William Maier, formerly with 20th- 
Fox here, becomes manager of the 
Behling’s Ellen Terry replacing O. 
| W. Klinck. 
| Annual exodus to Florida this 
month includes the A. C. Haymans, 


Lafayette, the A. C. Behlings, Ellen | 


Terry, the Frank Smiths, Eggerts- 
ville; George Biehler, Palace, Ham- 
burg. 

Jack Reed, Hollywood, Gowanda, 
elected sec-treas of Eastern Tan- 
neries. 


Newly announced remodelings 7 


clude George Phillips’ Schiller Park, 


| Syracuse, and Dick TeTota’s Gene- 
see, Mt. Morris 
| Vern Kelly, M-G checker, died 


suddenly of a heart attack in Syra- 
cuse 
Sidney S. Kulick, state sales man- 


ager PDC, touring western and 
|southern N. Y. 

Gertrude Lutzi (Riccotta), for 
many years soprano with Shea’s 
Buffalo orchestra, mother of baby 
girl. . 

Clara Jones, Shea’s Buffalo staff, 


|remains at the City hospital where 
she has been a patient over a year. 
| Several Syracuse nabes, following 
meeting held by the Syracuse exhib 
| group, increasing admissions from 
15c to 20c and will abolish children’s 
5-10c matinees. 

Hayes Garbarino, newly appointed 
manager of Dipson’s Franklin, Lack- 
awanna, was robbed in broad day- 
light in front of the theatre on his 
way to bank with the preceding day’s 
receipts. Two men slugged him with 
| a lead pipe inflicting fractures of the 
skull and right arm. 





Tolley Heads Pitt Union 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 31. 
Ted Tolley of Metro has been re- 
,@lected president of Filmrow Ex- 
change Employes Union, B-11, and 
| Alfred Kuhn, WB, was named to the 
i business agent’s post. Other officers 





cident, Dembow will not be able to | 


New Clark opened at Win- | 


tare Sarah Kells, RKO, v.p.; John 
Navoney, Par, treasurer, and Mary 
| Carroll, RKO, secretary. Continu- 
ing as members of executive board 
are Jack Fontaine, Par; Harold 
| Tinker, RKO; Mary Hughes, WB; 
| Orlando Boyle, Col; Henry Silvere 





| man, NSS, and Eva Reiff, Col, 
| Trustees for 1941 will be Jack Welt. 
|ner, MG; Joe Pemberton, U, and 


Harry Reiff, Col. 


New theatre will be opened within 
few weeks in Nanty Glo, Pa. by 
| Philip LaMantia, who operates the 
| Dodge auto agency in that town. 
|LaMantia, however, isn’t a new- 
; comer to the exhibitor field, having 
| been former partner of Joe Delisi, 
| who owns the Capitol and New 
|Family in Nanty Glo. 

Briefies: It’s a second daughter for 
the Johnny Mayers. He’s the Penn 
|artist....The Jake Smiths (Barnes« 

boro exhib) have left for a vacation 
in Florida....Roxy, Martinsburg, 
Pa., been acquired by Blatt Bros. 

Joe Bugala named manager of the 
| Manos theatre in Ellwood City, Pa., 
| succeeding Harry C. Bondurant, re- 
|signed. Appointment was made by 
| Bernard Bucheit, district manager 
|for Manos circuit, who transferred 
| Bugala from chain’s Latrobe house, 
ithe Olympic. 

Robert Jacobs, 22, son of Sid Jae 
cobs, district manager for WB un- 
der Harry Kalmine, has been called 
up for active duty in U. S. Army, 
Young Jacobs, 
in the reserve corps, reports at Nara- 
gansett Bay Jan. 2. 

Sam Bianco, of the State, Clymer, 
| died last week in the Johns Hopkins 
| Hospital, Baltimore, after brief ill- 
ness. One of his sons, John Bianco, 
has managed the house for some 
time. 


Phila. Showmen Elect 


Philadelphia, Dec. 31. 
Showmen’s Club held elections for 
officers for 1941 at their new quare 
ters on Vine street last week wit! 
the following chosen: A. B. Blofson, 





‘star’; Charles Goldfine, ‘stand-in’; 
Myer Adelman, ‘yes-man’; Isadore 


Gewertz, ‘script man’; Wilson Turner, 
‘financial script man’; Samuel Rosen, 
‘banker’; David W. Yaffe, ‘coun- 
sellor’; and George Sobel, David 
Starkman, Charles Stiefel, and Maue. 
lrice H. Verbin, ‘members of the 
board of producers.’ 

Charles Goldfine, operator of the 
Aldan, has been selected chairman 
of the film industry’s committee for 
the Salvation Army campaign. 

Frank McNamee, former RKO ex- 
change boss, will head the Infantile 
Paralysis drive as business manager, 
James P. Clark is general chairman. 

Members of the picture committee 
for the campaign are Earle Sweigert, 
Sam Gross, Charles Zagrans, Sam 
Stiefel and Oscar Neufeld 

More than 400 employes of the Af- 


filiated Theatre circuit and their 
families were guests of prexy Dave 
Milgram at a dinner party at the 
Hotel Majestic Sunday tht (29) 

Employes of the Stanley-Warner 
circuit got a week’s pay as a Yule- 
tide bonus at a party at the Warner 
Club on Tuesday. In return they 
|gave zone boss Ted Schlanger a 
| radio-victrola combination 

Local filmites are planning to 
throw a testimonial dinner to Mike 
Lessey and Bill Butler, veteran ex- 
hibs who have retired. Lessey sold 
his Diamond to the S-W circuit & 


couple of weeks ago; Butler sold his 
Clearfield three years ago. : 
Besides National Screen Service, 
two indie poster houses opened with- 
in the past two weeks. One is the 
Keystone Poster Exchange, run by 
John Schaeffer and Jack Weiss; the 
other, Independent Poster Exchange. 


Bowers’ Acquisitions 
Lincoln, Dec. 31 
Harold G. Bowers, who i the 
Chief in Weeping Water, Neb. 
formed a new corporation last week 
the Rialto Bldg. Co., in Beatrice, 
Neb., and bought the Rialto in Bea- 


trice from Dean Randall, of Eugene, 


Ore. 
| Estimated damage to the Broad- 
way, Council Bluffs, Ia.. after the 


| recent fire, was put at $30,000 mostly 
| interior stuff. It will take more than 
!a month to get it back in business 

order, according to manager Earl 
| Kerr. 


‘Nace Ties In 30th 
Anni With Balaban 


In connection with the theatre 
drive in tribute to Barney Balaban 
on his fifth year as president of Par* 
amount, Harry L. Nace, operator of 
the Publix-Rickards-Nace circuit in 
the far southwest, is carrying out & 
30th anniversary celebration over the 
chain. 

Making headquarters at Phoenix, 
the P-R-N circuit operates 22 houses 
in Arizona. Nace is general man 
ager. 
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a second lieutenant. 
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Chi Knee-Deep in Holiday Coin: 
‘Neighbor’-Vaude Smash $53,000, 





‘East -Unit 1AG, ‘Wolf'-Weems Big 








Chicago, Dec. 31. 


With the holiday season in full, 
gwing. the theatres are raking in the 
money in healthy fashion. All the 
houses are bright spots at present, 
all the pictures are hits, and all types 
of management are surefire. Every- 
body and everything is a success. 

Chicago has a big winner with the 
Jack Benny-Fred Allen film, ‘Love 
Thy Neighbor.’ Should roll up a 
tremendous score with the $1 top 
which will hold throughout the town 
on the New Year’s eve shows. — 

Palace brought in ‘Kitty Foyle to- 
day (Tuesday and here is another 
surefire money smash from the bell, 
New Year's eve or Yom Kippur, 
makes no difference. 

Elsewhere there are no complaints 
either, though there is no outstand- 
ing money production, Highly sat- 
jsfactory for the season are such 
hold-overs as ‘Bitter Sweet’ in the 
United Artists, ‘Thief of Bagdad’ in 
the Roosevelt, ‘Arizona’ in- the 
Apollo, and ‘Tin Pan Alley’ which is 
in the Garrick currently for its third 
loop session. 

Ted Weems orchestra on the stage 
of the Oriental is the insurance for 
a big session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Arizona’ (Col) (2d wk). Holiday 
upping this one to $11,000 after tak- 
ing good $6,200 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Neighbor’ (Par) and stage show. 
Cinch for smash coin, maybe $53,000 
which is sensational. Last week, 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) finished a 
fortnight to $25,300 for second ses- 


sion. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Tin Pan Alley’ (20th). In here 
for third loop gallop and headed 
toward $10,000. Last week, ‘Letter’ 
(WB) finished third loop stanza to 
$3,800 

Oriental (3,200; 


(Jones) 28-44 )— 





} 


‘Wolf Keeps Date’ (Col) and vaude. | 


Ted Weems band on stage and real 
box-office asset. which will zoom 
the take to $22,000. -Last week, ‘Men 
Against Sky’ (RKO) and Singer’s 
Midgets on stage, meager $9,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-44-66)— 
‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm 
Springs’ (RKO). Opened’ today 
(Tuesday). Last week, 
(RKO) and ‘Frisco Docks’ 
excellent at $10,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 

75)—Bagdad’ (UA) (2d wk). Going 
to bright $12,000, after taking $9,500 
last week. 
.. State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘East River’ (WB) and ‘Streets of 
Paris’ unit. Wow take in the offing 
at $24,000 Last week, ‘Blondie 
Cupid’ (Col) and Ada Leonard's All- 
American Girl Band took fine $15,- 
000. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
$5-55-65-75)—‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Will snatch $12,000, fine, 
following neat $11,200 last week. 


BAGDAD’ CLICKO 136, 
‘CHORUS’ $7,800, PROV. 


Providence, Dec. 31. 
(Best Exploitation: Loew's State) 
All stands screening new bills for 


(RKO) 


New Year's eve shows tonight. 
Should give hefty sendoff all around 
Fay’s, which went off the vaude 
Standard last summer, brought in 


five acts for three-day run starting 
today. 


Besides putting colorful turbans 
on all the ushers at Loew’s State for 
the showing of ‘The Thief of Bag- 
da 1,” management also pulled a pre- 
Christmas stunt which didn’t make 


poli ‘emen anv too } 
ng turbans on 15 off-the 


€acn was given a sign 


which helped spell pic title ‘Thief of 

nila Waws eres thas teateoeied 
| . - - ” 

to keep in line and parade thro 

P “we i nt 


town heavy pre-Cl risty 
was. Slow moving and attracted 
u€nty attention. Postal Telegraph 
tie-up also had boys delivering about 
3,000 miniature telegrams advertising 

Pic along with regular telegrams. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2.200: 28-39-50)— 


| 


‘Nanette’ | 


nA 


face’ (Astor) (re-issue) and 
Bandits’ (Rep), so-so $2,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB) and ‘Where 
Get Girl’ (U). ‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) 
and ‘Private Detective’ (20th) helped 
by Christmas upswing to good $7,000. 
Last week ‘East River’ (WB) and 
‘Friendly Neighbors’ (Rep), okay 
$5,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Comrade X’ (M-G) and ‘Lone Wolf 


‘Sky 


Date’ (Col). With only tonight to 
go, ‘Bagdad’ (UA) and ‘Nobody's 
Children’ (Col) is cinching nice 


$13,000. Last week ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ 
(M-G) and ‘Escape Glory’ (Col), 
weak $7,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par) and 
‘Aunt Maggie’ (Rep). In Christmas 
week cleanup spot, ‘Second Chorus’ 
(Par) and ‘Three from Texas’ (Par), 
knocking off swell $7,800. Last week 
‘Earl Carroll's’ (Par) and ‘Before I 
Hang’ (RKO), slow $3,700. 


BAGDAD’ $16,000, 
WASH. B.0. 
MILD 














Washington, Dee, 31. 

Holiday openings, which have 
played havoc with schedules, and | 
rain, which has messed up the b.o. | 
plenty, leaves the figures in pretty 
much of a tangle this week, at least 
insofar as drawing any conclusions 
goes. Only indisputable fact is that, 
for a holiday: week, the totals are 
distinctly disappointing, especially in 
view of fact that all major houses 
tossed in big attractions with plenty 
behind ’em., 

All spots switched bills to open on 
Christmas eve and all are changing 
today (31) to have new shows for 
New Year’s eve. 

Tops for week ending yesterday, 
the holiday season, is Palace, Loew's 
big straight pic spot, with ‘Thief of 
Bagdad.’ Second is Capitol, Loew’s 


| vauder, with ‘Chad Hanna’ and third 


{comes Earle, WB vaude house, with 
‘Four Mothers.’ Keith’s fought hard 
to get ‘em into ‘No, No, Nanette,’ 


| Opened 
| Love’ 


but couldn’t do better than average 
7,500. 


Estimates for This Week 


| 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Flight Command’ -(M-G) and} 
vaude. Opened today. Last week, | 
‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) and vaude with | 
Sheila Barrett and Harriet Hoctor, | 
adequate $15,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 28-44)— | 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (2d run). 
today. Last week, ‘Arise 
(M-G) (2d run), back down- 
town after okay week at Palace and 
snagged satisfactory $4,500. 
Earle (WB) (2,216: 28-39-44-66) — 


‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB) and vaude 
Opened today. Last week, ‘Four 
Mothers’ (WB). passable $12,000 


Keith’s (RKO) 1,830; 39-55) — 


‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO). Opened today 
|Last week. ‘Nanette’ (RKO) held for 


‘tr: 4 2 - ; 
Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm | 


Springs’ (RKO). Opening tonight 
(31) after ‘Nanette’ (RKO) and ‘San 
Francisco Docks’ (U) closed good 
Week to nice $7,200. Last week 
Dreaming Loud’ (RKO), ‘Blackout’ 
(UA) and Louis-McCoy fight pix, 
SO-so $4,000. ; 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)—‘Bagdad’ (UA) and’ ‘Nobody’s 
Children’ (Col) (2d run). ‘Philadel- 
Phia story’ (M-G) and ‘Gallant Sons’ 
(M-G), ending 
week with swell $3,000 after similar 
take in 3d stanza. 
- Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Fargo 
<id 


fourth downtown | 


|—‘Four Mothers’ 
! 


“Ald (RKO) (re-issue) and vaude, 
Give Us Wings’ (U) and ‘Range | 
isters’ (Mono), currently cleaning 
‘Up swell’ $3,500. - Last’ week: ‘Scar- 


average $7.500. 


Met (WB) (1.600: 28-44) — ‘Here 
Comes Navy’ (WB) (re-issue) 
Opens tonight Last week, ‘Chero- 
kee Strip’ (RKO), passable $4.000 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55) — 
‘Comrade X’ (M-G) Opened today 
Last week, ‘Bagdad’ (UA) topped 
town’s holiday takes with solid 


$16,000, 


‘NEIGHBOR’ $6,500 IN 
MEMPHIS; ‘CHAD’ NG. 


generally good. ‘Love Thy 
at the New Malco sets the 
‘Thief of Bagdad’ at 
and the Warner's ‘Four 
easing off to moderate 


Neighbor’ 
nace, with 
Loew’s State 
Mothers’ 
PYrosses., 

Disappointment of the week i 
‘Chad Hanna’ which got bad notices 
here, being termed dull stuff. and did 
a nosedive at the box office after an 
encouraging beginning. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew) (2.600; 10-33- 
44)—‘Bagdad’ (UA). Pretty good $5.- 
600. Last week, ‘Little Men’ (RKO), 
$2,200. terrible. 

Warner (Warner) (2.300: 10-33-44) 

(WB). Good $5,300 

Last week, ‘Red Hair’ (WB), $2,200, 
n.g. 
New Malco (Lightman) (2,800: 10- 
4)-—‘Love They Neighbor’ (Par) 
idio fans ny boost it 
yn this:one to $6,500... Last week 


1 he +}, ntea 
neipl ne 


ai 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Jan. 2 
Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(12th wk). 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(8th wk). 


(UA) 


Capitol—‘Comrade X’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). 

Criterion—‘Little Nellie Kelly’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). 

Globe —‘Night Train’ (20th) 


(2d wk). 

Musie Halil—Philadelphia 
Story’ (M-G) (2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Love Thy Neigh- 
bor’ (Par) (3d wk). 

Rialto—‘Lone Wolf Keeps a 
Date’ (Col) (1). 

Rivoli — ‘Victory’ 
wk). 

Roxy—‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) (2d 
wk). 


(Par) (3d 


Strand—‘Santa Fe Trail’ (3d 
wk). 
Week of Jan. 9 
Astor—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 


(13th wk). 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(9th wk). 
Capitol — ‘Comrade xX’ 
(3d wk). 
Criterion—‘Texas Rangers Ride 
Again’ (Par) (8). 
Globe — ‘Night 
(3d wk). 
Music Hall— ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Paramount—‘Love Thy Neigh- 
bor’ (Par) (4th wk). 
Rialto—‘Invisible Woman’ (U) 
(8). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
ow Foyle’ (RKO) 
(Reviewed in Varutty Dec. 18) 
Roxy—‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) (3d 

wk). 


(M-G) 


Train’ (20th) 








Strand—‘Four Mothers’ (WB) 
(10). 
‘Vigilantes’ (U), four days; ‘Bit of 


Heaven’ (U) and Gloria Jean in per- 
son, three days; $3,800, weakish. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10- 
33-44 )—‘Chad Hanna’ (20th). Circus 
opus a floperoo at $3,600. Last week, 
‘Go West’ (M-G), $4,300, fair. 


Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-33- 


44)—‘Ramparts’ (RKO) (2d run) and | 


‘Christian Meets Women’ (RKO) 
three days; ‘Barnyard Follies’ (Rep), 
one day; and ‘Blondie Cupid’ (Col), 
one day. Should wind up with $1,- 
600, about as expected. Last week, 
‘Dreaming Loud’ (RKO), (2d run), 
three days; ‘Doomed To Die’ (Mono), 
two days; and ‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep) 
three days; $1,500, not bad. 


Santa Fe Sweet 
$8.000 in L’ville; 
Chad Okay 7156 


—_——— 


Louisville, Dec. 31. 


pretty evenly distributed on 





the current holiday session. ‘Chad 
Hanna’ at the Rialto and ‘Santa Fe 
Trail’ at the Mary Anderson are 
grabbing fine coin, and will stick 


hrough until New Year’s Eve with 

the possibility of ‘Santa Fe’ stacking 

up as potent enough to carry over. 

‘No No Nannette’ is making a favor- 

able showing at the Strand, and h.o. 

of ‘Tin Pan Alley’ at the Brown 
liating a healthy b.o 


complexion 


n had a little flurry in the way 

f usher’s strike last week, but 
he atte never assumed 

} portions, and had no one 


affect 


y or the other on theatre attend- 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown L,o¢ -F 
{ 
, 
b Ba na 10 
t for S$: 0, ‘ 
+ 4 12 
t I G 
A T ( : 
( 
Kentucky >) ) (1,200 3 
fi end b ( t 
rope and lobby tanding room. 
Looks like rosy $1,600, with indica- 
tior for usual capacity biz New 
Year's eve and New Year’s Day 
Last week, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and 
‘Rangers Fortune (Par), around 
verage $1,300. 
Loew's State (Loew’ (3.100: 15- 
30-40 Arizona’ (Col) and ‘No- 
; Children’ (Col). Returns e 
Al gat: rage $7.000, 
ild have bee bette! Last 
‘T g Voyage’ (UA) and 


(Col), on five-day 
OKAY $4 200 

Mary Anderson 
15-30-40)—‘Santa 


Pacing the 


Gi 21’ run took 
(Libson) (1.900: 
Fe Trail’ (WB). 
town, and even wit! 
will top the larger 
Doing about all the biz pos- 
handte, and will run right 
igh the Néw Year’s holiday. On 


limited capacity 
house 
sible to 


thro 


NY. Socko: ‘Philly Story’ Smash 1306, 





| It’s all over now—turbulent old 
| 1940—-except for the hangovers, the 
| Sleep lost by theatre crews, the job 
jleft for the cleaners this morning 
|and, last but not least. the computa- 


|tion of figures to see if this New| 


| Year’s beats that of a year ago. It is 
| believed it will. 

Large crowds are in from out of 
town and the Broadway film houses 
prepared for a killing last night, with 
|; Managers planning to grind as long 
|as there were customers. Some ad- 
; vertised they would keep running 
| until dawn, others announcing they 
| would remain open deep into this 
morning. 

All theatres scheduled midnight 
shows excepting ‘Fantasia,’ which did 
not waver from its two performances 
daily at a $2 top. Among the com- 
bination stands, all five threw in 
extra shows on their stages, the 
Paramount and Strand at 2 a.m., the 
| Music Hall, Roxy and State at mid- 
| night. 


| of the houses. The Hall and Capitol 
|did not increase their regular scales 
but the Paramount, Roxy, Strand 
and Rivoli went to $1.50 for New 
| Year’s Eve. State jumped to $1.25, as 
it usually does, while lesser first 
runs sought 75c from the holiday 
celebrants. Juggling of prices, as in 
the past, was dependent on the 
volume of the crowds _ pressing 
against boxoffices. 


All week since arrival of Christ- 


has been unusually heavy. Because 
of the way the holidays fell this year, 
the business has been extremely 
heavy during the day at houses with 
strong attractions. In some instances 
they haven’t been able to handle the 
long morning lines, being forced to 
stop the sale of tickets. 

Five outstanding champs are in 
the grossing arena in a battle-royal 
|\for a lot of money. ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ at the Hall is going great guns 
for $130,000, perhaps a little over, 





which is near to the all-time high of | 
$134,500 scored on a Labor Day week | 
mez- | 


several years ago. Theatre’s 
zanine was completely 
New Year’s in advance. 

The Paramount, with the strongest 
}coin-getting show it has ever 
| wound up its second week with ‘Love 
| Thy Neighbor’ gnd Tommy Dorsey 
jlast night (Tues.) with $76,000 poured 
| into the b.o. This is a fresh high for 
ithe theatre, beating the 


sold out for 


|scored last week on 71% days with | 


the same bill and the previous $59,900 
done a couple months ago by ‘North 
| West Mounted’ and Glen Gray. 
‘Chad Hanna,’ which opened 
Christmas Day (25) at the Roxy and 
wound up early this morning, is the 
biggest year-end holiday attraction 
for the house since 1929 at a seven- 
day gross of $70.000 or above. It has 
been beaten then only by 
| ‘Alexander’s Band,’ which 


holds under the pre 


since 
Ragtime 
the record ent 
D icy. 

At the Capitol 
set of figures are 
‘Comrade X.’ Also 
on the Year's busine 3, it 
was expected late vesterday (Tues.) 
that a sock $55.000 would be struck 

i and ‘Chad Hanna’ begin 
} day (Wed.). 


another 
being run up by 
ending it 


powerful 


New eve 


Five is the show of ‘Santa Fe Trail’ 


and Abe Lym: 


mash $50.000 or over is sighted on 
the current (2d) week ending to- 
morrow night (Thurs.). Th con 
pares with the first stanza’s $42.000 
five days of Christ- 
oO} é I Strand holds 
‘ i d be 
I 
tf B 9 
. P 
ae 
( At 
»/ ‘ } aa) } 
‘ t¢ 
I 
+ 
é 
seven-days looks like bumper $8,000 
Last week, “Tugboat Annie’ (WB) 
on five-day stanza took fair $1,700 
Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3.400; 15- 
30-40)—’Chad Hanna’ (20th) and 
‘Jennie’ (20th). Looks like § fair 
$7.500. Last week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
(20th) ind ‘Murder New York’ 
20th), held for an additional five- 
1g 12-day run in all, and 
( vy $13.000 on the engazge- 
ent, and then moved to the Brown. 
Strand Fourth Ay (1,400; 
15-30-40 )\— Nanette’ (RKO) and ‘Re- 
nedy Riche (RKO). Holding 
through today (31) when new pro- 
duct will take place of this two- 
me Indications are for okay 
$3,500 La week, Here Come 
ivy’ (WB ‘East River’ (WB) 
issues), rounded out okay $3,000 
hartet ureels 


Prices were hoisted steeply at most 


mas the traffic past the ticket-takers | 


had, | 


$62,000 | 


Strand. A! 


‘Comrade X’ 55G, ‘Chad’ 706, Both Big; 
Benny-Allen-T. Dorsey 2d, Record 766 


|}the Globe is tearing its way to a 
| fancy $14,000 with ‘Night Train,’ best 
lof the group. ‘Little Nellie Kelly,’ 
finishing its first week last night at 
}approximately $9,000, begins its 
second today (Wed.). Rialto waltzes 
‘Lone Wolf Keeps Date’ into house 


j;this morning after getting a good 
| $8.000 with ‘San Francisco Docks.’ 

| Good exploitation campaigns fige 
,ured on several of the current ate 
'tractions, including ‘Philadelphia 
'Story.” ‘Chad Hanna.” ‘Comrade X’ 
and ‘Night Train,’ plus continued 


|selling and advertising pressure on 
‘the Par and Strand holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
|+—Dictator’ (UA) (12th week). 
| Picked up a lot with the arrival of 
| the holidays, the past six days on the 
llth week being $18,000. The full 
prior week (10th) was $11,000. 
Broadway (1,895; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (8th 
| week). Back to capacity with com- 
ing of Xmas and the use of tickets 
|that were bought in advance. Or- 
|ders had been received from virtue 
|ally all parts of the country, appare 
| ently from persons planning to 
|}spend the holidays in New York. 
| Last week (7th) was $27,500. 
| Capitol (4,520; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 
—‘Comrade X’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Following very strong initial week 
|of $55,000, ending on New Year's 
| eve, picture starts off on second to- 
|}day (Wed.). Last week, taking 
| house up to Christmas, brought less 
than $10,000, brutal, with ‘Kildare’s 
| Crisis’ (M-G), 


} 


| Criterion (1,662: 28-44-55-65) — 
| ‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) (2d week). 
| Away on holdover today (Wed.) 
after first seven days of around 
| $9,000, good. Behind that, ‘Hulla- 
| baloo’ (M-G), wilted badly, under 
| $4,000. 

Globe (1,180; 28-35-55) — ‘Night 


Train’ (20th). English-made, bought 
for the house some time ago, is gal- 


loping full speed for probable 
| $14,000, immense for this smalle 


seater grind. Remains second week, 
In ahead, ‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) 
(reissue), $6,000, o.k. 

Palace (1,700; 28-35-55) 
| (WB) and ‘Night in Tropics’ (U), 
both 2d run, dualed. These pictures 
were brought in yesterday morning 
(Tues.}, following $6,800, light, with 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Romance Rio Grande’ (20th) (lst 
run). ‘South Suez’ (WB) and ‘Mie 
chael Shayne’ (20th), both first run, 
| only six days up to Xmas, meagre 
$5,800. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-85-99) — 
‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par) and 
| Tommy Dorsey (3d week). Beging 
another week today (Wed.) after 
finishing second at phenomenal 


— ‘Letter’ 


$76,000, aided by $1.50 prices for 
New Year’s eve, highest house hag 
grossed under five vears of its pite 
band policy. First 7% days up to 
Christmas equally sensational at 
$62,000 

Radio City Music Hall (5.960: 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65 ) ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
(M-G) and tave how Gobs of 
T mney available for thi how nd 
f today (1) doe not fall under 
hopes, the gross will hit $130,000 or 
over, within less than $5,000 of the 
ill-time high for the house Holdg 
ove! tarting tomorrow (Thur Ps 
Last week, ‘Nanette’ (RKO). wit} 
aid of Hall’ Xma spectacle, d i 
ve vell, $93,000. Spec retained for 

New Year’s week as well. 
Riaito (750; 28-44-55)—'Lone Wolf 
; ) Or; CT tt IS mornin f y] J in 
1 trade. ‘San Francisco Docks’ (U) 
got $8,000. good Vhile behind that 
‘Ellery Queen’ (Col) managed only 
$5.000. weak ‘ 
Rivoli (2.092: 35-55-75-99) Vice 
ry’ (Par) (2d week ( n 
8 
r, 
{ ), 
o.k- : ne i@ 

’ 

tOXxy ) 83 39-55-f _ 
ny ’ 
3 
ittra yn a 
1929, whe f i 
On] le nde 20th ) t 
ince ther ( —id peg ] CPC. 
ond week this mornir g (Wed.). Last 
week, ‘Night in Tropics’ U), on x 


days, $16,500. bad. 
State (3,400: 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10) 
‘Bagdad’ (UA) ‘2d in) and Jay 
C. Flippen, Alice Marble, Stone and 


Collins. With la night’ prices 
upped, solid $32,000 is viewed. Last 
week, ‘Cnristmas fn Julv’ (Par) (2d 
! ) ind M S in, John 
I yy, ¢ iG $19,000 
iCal] iKin?Z Du ; l 

Strand (2,767: 35-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Santa Fe’ (WB 1 Abe Lyman 
(2d week) Packing the place for 
$50,000, perhaps a bit over, this week 
(2d), near to about all the house 
can possibly do First seven days 
of the show $42,000, including five 
d f pre-Xmas, strong. Holds 
Ove mothe leg, start ng Friday 3) 
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PICTURE GROSSES VARIETY 
pres oe ° . i 
Mpls. Forte; ‘Suez’-Krupa $15,000, 7° "’Sick iss, mabe Kitty’ Preems in Philly to $26,000: 
sirens ests Stalin Uiketae tae : 
‘Neighbor’ 86, ‘Bagdad’ Good $3,500 yi" ccicers = “Find Out-Clinton Forte $23,700 
ae + in Gestion Sar ee toda wask oan | + 
be very much up. For Cab Calloway 

















Minneapolis, Dec. 31. 


! 
them in to the tune of a swell $14,000. plus ‘One Night in the Tropics’ at 


vaude to check reactions for future 


Philadelphia, Dec. 31 
| . mn ae 9595- 95.26. at j , . x ie 
. lecacmmaule _| Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— | 7, ee policy. , ; eas 
With the 4.000-seat Minnesota the ‘Bagdad’ (UA ) Strong $12.000. Last | the Orpheum, the gross s going to Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55- With special midnight shows 
atre back on the firing line, 1941 week ‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Ellery be better than $18,500 because of the | 60 \— ‘Bank Dick’ (U) lus ‘Revue skedded tonight (New Year's een 
gets off to a fighting start in the 1 (Col). fair $6.500 sellout midnight New Year's eve | Internationale’ on stage. Locally pro- ar’s eve) at 
loop here. Chief combatants are the Queen’ (Col), fair $6,900. show at $1. The Brandeis, too, is | - : 2 t . all downtown deluxers and bullish 
way Bay voy Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) | SOW. a ° e , » S| quced unit running away with raves |, . 
$2,000,000 de luxer and the a a BE torre (RKO) and ‘Hullabaloo’ | UP With ‘Nanette’ and ‘Ellery Queen’ | ang socko biz from start; no doubt biz expected from all advance in- 
ec ae, ag srg nag ie ok ~— '(M-G). N.s-h. $7,000. Last week, | 80198 toward $7,000. The Omaha | of reaching excellent $22,000 and go- | dications, grosses for this sesh look 
ted against each other a 1ese | ‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘Babes in Arms’ | With Nebraska’s Robert Taylor in|ing on tour of RKO circuit. Last set tor fyi iaate. | , 
houses. Extra hefty, attractions also | SLOnen vn ht back for five days, | Flight Command’ and ‘Christmas in| week, ‘Christmas July’ (Par) and|- Fame Sees Ae Fes. 
are bringing the en oe eee poor $4 000 S *| July’ will touch a little better than| aude, only $8,000, poorest since| The President's ‘fireside chat’ Sun- 
lively eed tee ane cee rah Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 25-40)— | $8,000. summer. day night didn't hurt too much, 


As usual, all the theatres are hav- 
ing special midnight shows tonight. 
The switch to Tuesday openings, oc- 
casioned by the mid-week Christ- 
mas, still is in operation this week. 


‘Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Where Get Girl’ 
(U). Nice $5,000. Last week, ‘Give 
Us Wings’ (U) and ‘Lone Wolf Date 
(Col), fair $3,500. 
ialto (Fox) 
~ Love’ 


(878: 25-40)—‘Seven | stage. 


Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 15-40- 
/55)—‘Night Tropics’ (U) and Cab 
| Calloway and Cotton Club revue on 
Good $18,500. Last Week, 


| (10-30-40) ‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and 


State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Love Neighbor’ (Par). Extra nice 
$14,000. ‘Comrade X’ (M-G) pushing 
it aside today (31). Last week, ‘Long 
Voyage’ (UA), mild $6,500 in five 


because virtually every house had 

piped in the broadcast through a 

special tieup with WCAU. 
Although the world preeming of 


The Minnesota stage line-up in-| Sinners’ (U) and ‘Next Time ‘ ; . days. ‘Kitty Foyle’ th 1s 
diahes “ney «alien Dixie Soakes (U), after a week at each the Denver Sandy Facog Bde cee ee gen Stillman (Loew's) (1,972: 30-35-42- hor y Foyle hy — — lacked the 
and Ruth Petty. The Orpheum |and Aladdin. Fair $1,800. Last week, Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,000, i’; |55)—'Rangers Fortune’ (Par). De- mmings of other Hollywood une 


counters with Gertrude Niesen, Ada 


‘Letter’ (WB), after a week at each 








| 25-35-40)—‘Nanette’ (RKO) and ‘E|- 


veloped spavins at $3,500, weak for 








veilings, the filmization of Christoe 


Leonard, Frank Gaby, et al. The op- | the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Girls ps / ne agg ae — ao first-runner. ‘Love Thy Neighbor’|pher Morley’s best seller about a 

position films in this instance are | 21’ (Col), ditto. an wee ’ 4 Ww rt T ik’ Col) (Par) being moved teday (31).| philly gal is attracting plenty of 

the Orpheum’s ‘Go West’ and the | re-issue) an ont Talk’ (Col), |Last week, ‘North West Mounted’| | 01, Initi 

Minnesota's ‘Hit Parade of 1941.’ light $8,000. eres 0: 10-30- | (Pat), stronger $3,500 on third week, | Shekels. Initial canto looks headed 
Most important and consequential ! 6 T VAUD anes cae ™, poe | for a sock $26,000. 

of the straight film offerings is nee n ’ ae in 1 : il 

‘Comrade x’ There are two hold. = ‘Christmas July’ (Par). Good $.,- Also in the heavy lucre class are 


overs—'Love Thy Neighbor,’ which 
met with a fine reception at the State 
and has moved over to the Century, 
and ‘Thief of Bagdad,’ remaining at 
the World. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Dreaming Loud’ (RKO) and ‘Give 
Us Wings’ (U). Good $1,800 for six 
days. Last week, ‘Won't Talk’ (Col) 


286, DETROIT 
SPLENDID 








000. Last week, ‘Lonesome Pine’ 
(Par re-issue) and ‘Thanks Memory’ 
(Par re-issue), fair $6,500. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Aunt Mag- 
gie’ (Rep), split with ‘Seven Sinners’ 
(U) aa ‘Third Finger’ (M-G). Fair 
9900. Last week, ‘Angels Broadway’ 
(Col) and ‘Blondie Trouble’ (Col), 
split with ‘Strike Ld Band’ (M-G) 
and ‘River’s End’ (WB), light $700. 


‘NEIGHBOR’ SOCK 


CHEERFUL 


| 


$27,000, HUB. 





the Earle’s vaudfilm combo bill, 
‘Thief of Bagdad,’ at the Aldine, and 
‘North West Mounted Police,’ at the 
Stanley—both the latter being hold- 
overs. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68)—~— 


‘Bagdad’ (UA)' (2d wk). Not weak- 
ening any on second round, copping 


and ‘Always Bride’ (WB), $800. - 10.90. a neat $13,500. Opening week was 
‘Fugitive Justice’ (WB) and “Hulla- see eee) on Beane $14,000. ‘Son of Monte Cristo’ (UA) 
baloo’ (M-G) open today (31). Detroit, ae. hs ' Neichb oA (Rep) and ‘Fugitive’ (Uy. a opens Thursday (2). 

Century (Par-Singer) (2,008; 3 | wren a bg Fl will triple, “split with ‘Beyond Sacra- Boston, Dec. 31 Areadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
phat (WB) (2d wk—0n | pet with vaudeville on New Year’s| mento’ (Col), ‘Symphony Living’ oa “ee | "Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) (2d run), 


Much praise for this 
one and second week was relatively 
better than the first. May reach 
pretty fair $3,500. Last week, ‘Es- 
cape’ (M-G) (2d wk), light $1,800 
in five days. ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ 


| strong. 


biz in Detroit is running 
In some quarters it is be- 
| lieved that the heavyewar orders are 
making themselves felt finally, if 
| only in the lavish bonuses hundreds 
|of companies handed out here. 


| Eve, 


(Cap), and ‘Women Hiding’ (M-G), 
‘West Abiene’ (Col). Okay $800. 
Last week, ‘Frontier Vengeance’ 
(Rep), ‘What They Wanted’ (RKO) 
and ‘Money Women’ (WB), triple, 
split with ‘Prairie Schooner,’ (Col), 











‘Love ‘Thy Neighbor’ at the Metro- 
politan, and ‘Thief of Bagdad’ at the 
Orpheum and State are the top films 
this week, with ‘No, No Nanette’ also 
in the money. 


| Just about scraping par with $3,200. 


| Last 


week, ‘Arizona’ (Col), fair 
$2,600 for six days of second run 
showing. 

Boyd (WB) 
‘Kitty Foyle’ 


(2,560; 35-46-57-68 )— 
(RKO). World 


P : pre- 
(Par) ee over today (31) from | “Whatever it is, Detroit came | ‘Can't Escape’ (Cap), and ‘Wagon George Raft, in a personal appear- | miere plus all advance ballyhoo is 
— eae > om. - 5 | through a Christmas season the best | Train’ (RKO), ‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO), | ance at the RKO Boston is doing big | hiking the take to super-special $26,- 
Esquire (Berger) (290; 15-20)— | in a decade and indications are that | jight $600 | bi: 3 -oug , | 900. Last week, ‘Second Chorus’ 
‘Mutiny Bounty’ (M-G) (re-issue) ; : ; hpi : | biz and will hold over through New (Par) strict] . : eee hase Ree 
} ’ \ ss -| business is going to continue heavy.| “ayenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- | ogg Renta - ; — . | (Par strictly minor league fare 
House playing nothing but re-issues +43 - rj : 1g | Year's Day. He will also play a mid-| wit} k $8,300 
; .but re-issues | after splitting up weeks to provide |perg) (950; 10-20-25) — ‘Spring | yj F toni at $1.6 ae dig od geepee 
now. May reach fair $800. Last | ’ A : g ; "® |night show tonight (31) at $1.65 top. s gg : ead 
coals Sten Shi (20th) Gr -, 4aSt | new stuff for the mid-week holiday, | parade’ (U), and ‘Aunt Maggie’ | : : : | Earle (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68-75) 
$700 = ster > t re-issue), | the Michigan, Palms-State and Fox | (Rep) split with ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) Estimates for This Week —You'll Find Out’ (RKO) with 
“Ge h an Sing 998: |all have stage attractions for their | ang ‘Third Finger’ (M-G). Fair $1,- Boston (RKO) (3,200; 33-44-55-65) | Larry Clinton orchestra on stage. 
‘N le x 1] aoe Re ac: ad special midnight show on New Year's | 999 ast week, ‘Angels Broadway’ |—‘Where Get Girl?’ (U) with George | Though not in the same class of the 
on rag 1 "Fair $2 600 Jidn't eatch | Eye for which the prices slide up | (Col) and ‘Blondie Trouble’ (Col), | Raft and vaude bill on stage. Will | grosses set up in the salad days of 
Last , ag a Bro: aed peeeper. from the usual 65¢ to $1.65 down- | split with ‘River’s End’ (WB) and |garner very good $23,000, not in-j| band attractions, this combo. howe 
ee $1500 pny roadway’ (Col), | stairs and $1.10 in the balcony. | ‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G), light $1,000. | cluding midnight show. Last week, | ever, will bring in a profitable $23,- 
Minnesota (Middle States) (4.000 Pag Bang wag ly 8 fing - : ‘Devil Bat’ (Prod) and ‘First Ro- | 700. Last week, ‘Earl Carroll's’ 
: wg: nlales : >| ing s thi ew by bicyclin e | , ) y stag ; y é | stages! y ine 
28-39)—'Hit Parade’ (Rep) with Ken ing agp ene ete Hy Rs Nicoenanes | mance’ (Mono), with stage show,| (Par) with stage show including 


Murray unit, Dixie Dunbar and 
Ruth Petty on stage. House reopens 
tonight (31) with special prices, 44 
and 55c, for New Year's eve only. 
Heavy array of stage talent. 
Orpheum (Par-Singer) 
39-44 )—‘South Suez’ 
Krupa, et al, on stage. Band and 


ish to big $15,000, despite day-be- 


(2,800: 28- | 
(WB) and Gene | 


| same 

Lane, Four Ink Spots and Dean Mur- 

phy with ‘Second Chorus’ on screen, 
| between the two houses. The bill 
| opens at Michigan for nine days with 
ithe midnight start, but for the next 
nine days Palms takes tover the 
| Michigan’s current ‘Love Thy Neigh- 
| bor’ and ‘Kit Carson.’ 


night show, following it with ‘Hud- 


‘Dick- Intl Unit 
Neat $22,000 As 





|New York’ 
irun from two weeks at Met). 


four days, and ‘Street Scene’ (UA) 
and ‘In Army Now’ (20th) (both re- 
issues), two days, $5.000, so-so. 
Fenway (M&P) (1.332; 28-39-44-55) 
—Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Murder 
(20th) (both continued 
Will 


|hit around $6,000, including ‘Second 


(re-issue) and ‘Melody Moonlight’ 


Clyde McCoy's band and the Three 
Stooges, netted a fairish $19,200. 
Fox (WB) (2.423: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Four Mothers’ (WB) (2d wk). Sate 
isfactory $12,000. Bow-in okay $15.- 
200. ‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB) unveiled 
today (Tues.) for the holiday trade. 
Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 


eae en é‘ , ae | Chorus’ (Par) and ‘Shayne Detective’ + eagle et - y : 
eine eee Pak “tri ~ = a mek Maries of Ne stage show, + (20th), midnight show only, at $1.10. te pensar areas? ve fun). Sees 
Kr i they li ip ere =20r | ‘Truth of Consequence,’ on Christ- Last week, ‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) | Week 800d $4,100. Last week, split 
rupa, and they like him. Will fin-| mas and winds it up with the mid- ve iC 4 p between ‘Letter’ (WB) (2d run) and 
* 


fore-Christmas 





‘Nanette’ (RKO) (2d run), sad $3,300, 


“ Ps : (Rep), $3.300. 

opening disadvan- | son Bay’ and ‘Lone Wolf Keeps Date F c 9 907 | Keith’ J 70: 35-46-57 
' re mo ; | s ay’ é s Dz Ke*th M al (RKO) (2.907: 28- | eith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68) 
re nee week, ‘Zorro’ (20th) (2d | for nine days to bring it around to 30-44-55). SNanene’ (RKO ) poe ‘mo. “Go West’ (M-G) (2d run). Okay 
VK), mile $1,600 in four days. ‘GO| the normal Friday openings. Adams, lmance Rio Grande’ (20th). Around | $3900. Last week, split between 
West’ (M-G) and Gertrude Niesen, | which usually is a take-over house, Cleveland, Dec. 31. ope ak 


Ada Leonard, etc., on stage, start to- 


initialed ‘Thief of Bagdad’ on Christ- 





Climbing up off the floor, after 


$18,000, good. Opening today (31) is 


‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (2d run) and 


day (31). ani  eevrinn of while the Gales | ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) which plays three days of ‘Go West’ (M-G) (2d 
State (Par-Singer)- (2,300; 28-39- Reliie daedicices obreaar with ‘Long some took a nine-count haymaker through midnight show at 5c run ), mpmenre $5,700. cae tinass 
44)—‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par). Voyage’ and ‘Comrade X’ in a seéc- from Santa Claus, Cleveland's key admish. Last week, Vigilantes (U) | sone iad (WB) (2,916; 3 46-57-68) 
Customers like this one and it will! ond week. houses are catching their second and Dreaming Loud’ (RKO), six = North West Mounted’ (Par) (2d 
do well enough to justify its trans- i ; . a : % ‘ ; . , | days, $7,500. wk). Still galloping along at fast 
fer to the Century for a second week. Estimates for This Week | wind and making up for lost points | Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367: 28-39-|clip with zingy $16,000 Opening 
Good $8,000 in prospect. ‘Comrade | ..444ms (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40- | this stanza. Main bout is going in | 44-55)—‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par) | sesh great $21,000. Will be followed 
X (M-G) opens today (31). Last ita ge ge a oe favor of ‘Revue Internationale,’ new cit inet Fe). Will hit around | by ‘Comrade X’ (M-G). 
} seg gay Penh wae Bee | nice slart thie looks Ser slick $8 000 unit show with 51 in cast, produced - of ‘aecend’ Caran” Orerk ed ‘ ee erat yal ar dar 
“Uptown (Par) (1.200: 28-39)—.| Last week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) |y Palace. With “Bank Dick’ in its ‘spayne Detective’ (20th), at $1.10 all cere a ler ot 
‘Third Finger’ (M-G). Fi ppt h- | (5th wk) and ‘Give Us Wings’ (U), | Screen corner, it's slugging away for | over house. Last week, ‘Tin Pan tages A ao": aa Gall o 
: : ({M-G). First neigh- | ¢° = Baer ‘Bagdad’ ‘ ,.|a smash $22,000 that will be one of ’ oe ey ‘ yea | OKAY §692,00U. vast week, Gallan 
pemnees | snowing. j Hitting gqod le yo eee (UA), two the season's best purses. y | Alley’ — and sega _— vay | Sons’ (M-G) was pulled in six days 
(WB). - tena City Conquest | Pe. FE Mi hie ) (5.000: 30-40 Four stands also trying to boost | 9 g99/ oldover for six Gays, fair | with sad $3,100. 
» first neighborhood showing, | ox (Fox-Mic gan) (9,000; 3J-4~ | their luck for new year by bringing se F : Sa a 3 
$1,500, light. Northwest Mounted’ | 55) ($1.10, $1.65 New Year’s)—‘You'll Orpheum (Loew) (2.800: 28-39-44- 


(Par) starts today. 


| Find Out’ (RKO) and ‘Truth or Con- 


in new bills today (31). ‘Love Thy 


| Neighbor’ after a good week at State 


55)—‘Bagdad”’ (UA) and ‘Blondie 
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£ 





World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350: | sequences’ on stage, five days, and . Cupid’ (Col). Aiming at hefty $19,500. 

‘ " ed, . sahiny a ,| to move to Stillman, being replaced | x; , ’ aeons 
28-39-44-55)—‘Bagdad’ (UA). Will | ‘Hudson Bay’ (20th) and ‘Lone Wolf in , v3 New show, ‘Comrade X’ (M-G) and}. ad’ Ni dew € 
hold over with good $3,500 indi- | (Col), two days. Big $28,000, count- ed meip scandy eel Bhs sage aed = Ras. ca ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G) opens today | Bagdad’ Nice — Coin 
cated. Last week, ‘Walt Disney Fes- | ing better than $6,000 for midnight.|}. ‘Santa Fe Trail’ hi h oh ta 7 (31) and plays continuously through | entifu 
tival’ (RKO) (2d wk), $900 for five | Last week, ‘Escape Glory’ (Col) and ro Ms the ‘ e a Py ich. _ red | ssidnioht at B5c. Last week, ‘Mellie —- 
days, mild |‘Night Tropics’ (U), five days, and/4_: = OKAY Mark, leaving 1’ uN- | Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Escape Glory’ Brooklyn, Dec. 31. 

| oxy, had gt * aie ‘ ~ |decided whether it would push in : ; : : , 
ee ee ee ee | ‘You'll Find Out’ and stage show, | «Kitty Foyle’ for New Year’s Eve or (Col), holdover for five days, very| Booming biz at all downtown ¢ 

‘B , ’ i two days, choice $17,500. . ge a wee good $11,300. a as ia iiniesathi us é ut 
. - not. Mix-u also affected Allen, | — houses in City of Churches. Kids ou 
AGDAD 12G, DENVER | Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; skedded to Sat ‘Santa Fe’ PP ~ nan oe a 5 ee of school and older folks celebrating 
‘Nei . “See ser: | 30-40-55) ($1.10, $1.65 New Year’s)— / after a special -night vaudefi -95)—'Tin Pan ley’ (20th) and | holidays with sprees in the deluxers. 
NeIEN OT tee Cee gh i:000—'Vigl- | ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par) and ‘Kit | pill on Dealt of raent vaudefilm | Murder New York’ (20th). Both |Top attention getter is Fabian Para- 
on ay $5,000 Carson’ (UA), five days; and ‘Second| Experiment of installing vaude at continued run from two weeks at | mount with ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ and 

ras | Chorus’ (Par) plus Rosemary Lane | Keith’s 105th after seven vaudless | Met. Will take around $8.500 in- | ‘South of Suez’ in second week. 

Denver, Dec. 31. and Ink Spots on stage, two days. |yvears wit ats tant aS | cluding midnight show, at $1.10, of # : 
Best Exploitation: Denham : 7 years, with Milt Britton’s ‘Crazy Estimates for This Week 


President Roosevelt's talk Sunday 
night temporarily put a crimp into 
business, but the theatres got it 
afterward. ‘Thief of Bagdad’ has the 
town’s leading gross with $12,000. 

The Denham grabbed a sheaf of 
publicity by tying up the opening 
night show with the Denver Post 
Christmas party for poor children. 


Estimates for This Week 


| Big $25,000, counting $5,000 for mid- 
| night. Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB) and 
| ‘Captain Cautious’ (UA), five days, 


|and ‘Love Neighbor’ and ‘Kit Car- | 


| son,’ two days, okay $15,000. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
,000; 30-40-55) ($1.10, $1.65 New 
| Year’s)—‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Chero- 
| kee Strip’ (Par), five days, former 
on moveover from the Michigan and 
‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par) and ‘Kit 





Show’ and ‘Charter Pilot,’ as starter, 
being closely clocked by RKO execs 
who plan to book in occasional stage 
|shows if it clicks. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000: 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Find Out’ (RKO). Moveover thin 
| $2.000, to be followed today (31) by 
\‘Michael Shane, Private Dick’ and 
, vaude for one night, and then ‘Santa 
Fe Trail’ (WB) on a shiftover. Last 


|‘Second Chorus’ 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| 


(Par) and ‘Shayne 
Detective’ (20th). Last week, ‘Here 
Comes Navy’ (WB) (re-issue) and 
‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep). $5.000, sad. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538: 28-39-44-50) 
—North West Mounted’ (Par) and 
‘Youth Served’ (20th) (both 24 run). 
Okay $5.000. Last week, “You'll Find 
Out’ (RKO) and ‘South Suez’ (WB) 
(both 2d run), $3.000. 

State (Loew) (3.600: 28-39-44-55)— 








Albee (RKO) (3.274: 25-35-50)— 


| ‘Nanette’ (RKO) and ‘Shayne Detece 


tive’ (20th). Opened yesterday (30). 
Last week, ‘Night Tropics’ (U) and 
‘Vigilantes’ (U), quiet $14,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4.089; 25-35-50)— 
‘Sante Fe Trail’ (WB) and ‘Always 
Bride’ (WB). Opens today (31). Last 
week, ‘Burma Road’ (Par) and ‘Lady 
Question’ (Col), good $16.000. 


magnificent $30,000. 


’ ‘ ’ ‘ : +39 Met (Loew's) (3.618; 25-35-50)— 
| Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—! Carson’ (UA), two days, also on week, ‘Tin Pan , ‘k), | Bagdad’ (UA) and ‘Blondie Cuvid’ | ning pinger’ 3) and ‘Kit Care 
: ‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Ellery Queen’| moveover. Good $9,000, Last week, | $3,500, m-_" —e | (Col). er ts Ee oj = et son” (UA). Opens Teaey. Last week, 

(Col), after a week at the Denver. | ‘North West Mounted’ (Par) and| Hipp (Warner) (3.700: 30-35-42-55) | Comrade G sli a mei) "To ‘Bagdad’ (UA) and ‘Dulcy’ (M-G), 
Nice $4,000. Last week, ‘Seven Sin- | ‘Earl Carroll's’ (Par) (5th wk), five|_‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB). Slow |Sont (MUG) open tovlay iv7). was; | nifty $20,000. 
‘ ners’ (U) and ‘Next Time Love’ (U), | days, and ‘Letter’ (WB), and ‘Chero- | builder and not more than $12.000, | Week. “Nellie . Ry 7% 000 | Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
after a week at the Denver, fair | kee’ (Par), two days, fair $6,000. {which will be satisfactory. ‘Kitty | ©Scape Glory’ (Col), five days, $8,000. | -)) "sr ove Thy Neighbor’ (Par) and 

i $3.000. United Artists (United Detroit) | Foyle’ (RKO) tentatively slated to | | ‘South Suez’ (WB). Goes in second 

ii Broadway | (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) | (2,000; 30-40-50) ($1.10 New Year’s) open today (31). Last week, ‘You'll . a week today. Last week combo drew 
“a —Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Gallant |—‘Long Voyage’ (UA) and ‘Comrade | Find Out’ (RKO). $5.500. brutal. Teamed in Triplicate | " 


Sons’ (M-G) (2d wk), after a week at | X’ (M-G) (2d wk). Looking for a Keith’s 105th (RKO) (2.950; 15-28- Hollywood. Dec. 31 | Strand (WB) (2.870: 25-35-50)—~ 
the Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last week, | choice $10,000 to put behind last |47)—‘Charter Pilot’ (20th) and Milt | For the third oe + aati ..q|‘Gang of Mine’ (Mono) and stage 
same pair, ditto. | week’s big $14,000. For midnight! Britton’s stage unit. Comeback of| paa, aspect, time Joan Leslie and | ow with George Wnite’s ‘Scandals,’ 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35-| show, house will bring in ‘Flight |vaude at this nabe deluxer spurting | =4die Albert are teamed as a roman- | Re, pie. Mildred Fenton. etc. Will 
40)—‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par).;Command’ (M-G) and ‘Keeping biz wav up; may land fine $8,000, or | t¢ duo in ‘30 Days Hath September’ | pet good $15,000. ‘I Met Murderer’ 
Second week looks like poor $4,000.|; Company’ (M-G) in advance ofj|over. Crowds being polled in lobby at Warners. (Classic) and ‘Devil’s Pipeline’ (U) 
Last week, Benny-Allen film packed | opening. ‘for votes on whether they want! Ray Enright directs. arrive Thursday, (2). 
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Frisco Good Despite Rain; ‘Bagdad’ 
$12,000, ‘Nanette’ - Vaude Big 166 





—_— 


San Francisco, Dec. 31. 
Biz generally good this week, 
picking up Christmas Day despite 
heavy rain, particularly at the 
Golden Gate, with ‘No, No, Nanette’ 
on screen and Nancy Welford on 
stage, and at the United Artists, 


where they had ‘em standing in the 
ae fe ‘Thief of Bagdad.’ ‘Arizona 
also proving a strong magnet at the 


Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
(F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
Trail’ ye Coens 
i to Tuesday to take advan- 
eget New Year’s Eve, tonight 
(31). Last week, 10-day run of 
‘Flight Command’ (M-G) and ‘Gal- 
Jant Sons’ (M-G), got around $22,000. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—Nanette’ (RKO) and Nancy 
Welford on stage. Aided bv one of 
the best Christmas openings in town, 
rolling up a fine $16,000. Last week, 
‘San Francisco Docks’ (U) faded to 
a brutal $9,000. ‘ 
Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-40-50) 
—Arizona’ (Col) and ‘Nobody's 
Sweetheart’ (U) (Qd wk). With 
around $12,000 in sight, this gives 
the house unique possibility of doing 
almost equal the first weck’s okay 
$13,500. : 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-40- 
50)—Love Thy Neighbor’ 
and ‘Murder Over New York’ (20th). 


Fox 
‘Santa Fe 


Another shift here, gives this house | 


a Tuesday opening, the Benny-Allen 
film and another bowing in today 
(31). Last week, 10-day run of ‘Sec- 
ond Chorus’ (Par) and 
Ranch’ (Rep) garnered $15,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Flight Command’ (M-G) and 
‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G). Tentatively 
scheduled as a moveover from the 
Fox, to open today. Last week’s 10- 
day moveover of ‘Go West’ (M-G) 
and ‘Christmas July’ (Par) finished 
with about $6,000. 

Uniied Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 30- 
40-50) —Bagdad’ (UA). With $2,500 
in the till Christmas Day to send 
this on its way, will hit a big $12,000. 
Last (2d-final) week, ‘Kit Carson’ 
(UA) died a miserable death at un- 
der $5,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-50) 
—‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) and ‘Michael 
Shayne’ (20th). Another shift for 

urposes of a New Year’s Eve open- 
i brings this pair in today (31). 

ast week, ‘Chan Hanna’ (20th) and 

Youth Served’ (20th), picked up 
good $14,500 in 10 days. 


BAGDAD’ 116, 





(I Vv » { aar : , 
50) 
eWVe | ing the biz of town for the holiday 


Kansas City, Dec. 31. 


Holidays having their effects on | 
theatres, with schedule of opening | 


days still awry. Marquees are much 
better, if not big boxoffice, in every 
Spot. Heavy 
split between the Newman with 
‘Love Thy Neighbor’ and the Mid- 
land with ‘Thief of Bagdad.’ Benny- 
Allen opus is a heavy magnet and 
certain of an extended run, while 
‘Thief’ is giving the Midland.one of 
its better weeks. 

In\a lighter vein ‘No, No, Nanette’ 
and ‘Hudson's Bay’ at the Orpheum 
and Esquire-Uptown, respectively, 
are getting a share of the holiday 
trade,*but not setting any records. 
Both moved out today (31) and were 
replaced by ‘Kitty Foyle’ in the 


RKO spot and ‘Chad Hanna’ in the 
Fox Midwest pair. Midland also 
changed today with ‘Comrade X’ a: 
the main attraction. As always, the 
Towe keeps its regular Friday 
change. 

All spots after the New Year's 
uve business with special showings 
of their regular features 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid 
west) (820 and 2,043: 10-28-44) 
“Hudson's Bay’ (20th). Closes a 
week's run today (Tuesday), wind- 
ing up with better than average 
$6,000, combo. Last week, ‘Hit 


Parade’ (Rep) had a slow six days 
at $4,000. ‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) opens 
in both spots today. 

Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 10-28-44) 


‘Bagdad’ (UA) and ‘Plane Rob- 
bery’ (Col). Closed Monday night 
(30) after a fine week at $11,000. 


Last week, ‘Escape Glory’ (UA) and | 


‘Kildare's Crisis’ (M-G) twinred for 


& five-day fill-in, tardy $5,000. ‘Com- | 


rade X' (M-G) and “Ellery Queen’ 
(Col) open today (31). 


efwman (Paramount) 


(1,900; 
28-44 )— ‘Love 


‘ Thy Neighbor’ (Par). 
Friday opening. ' Playing to strong 
trade and good for an extended run 
after $10,000, best of weeks. Last 
week, ‘Christmas July’ (Par), with 


Cab Calloway and band on stage for 
four 


55c top. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
— Nanette’ (RKO) and ‘South Suez’ 
(WB), Getting a goodly share of 





(Par). | 


‘Melody | 


play of the week is | 


10- | 


days, ran up a neat $7,000 at | 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Tete Week ..cciccses $1,872,700 
(Based on 22 cities, 151 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 
| a ee 


Total Gross Same Week 


Se $1,581,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 159 theatres) 


Trail’ 946 For 
5 Days in Pitt, 
‘Neighbor’ $14,000 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 31. 

Between-holiday biz pretty good 
here but not outstanding. In fact, 
| nothing’s making an unusual show- 
ing although everybody's getting by 
with room to spare. In most cases, 
new attractions are opening tonight 
(31) with midnight shows and will 
run for 10 days, getting majority of 
| houses back on their regular Friday 
|opening Jan, 10. 


‘Love Thy Neighbor’ is making the 
| best showing at the Penn, but isn’t 
coming close to biz Allen-Benny 
feuder is doing elsewhere, while 
‘Sante Fe Trail’s’ five-day h.o. at 
Stanley is entirely satisfactory. 
‘Arizona’ something of a disappoint- 
ment at Senator, yet sticks for sec- 
ond week, while ‘Bank Dick’ got 
|along all right at Fulton but not 
enough to warrant a New Year's 
week try and comes out for ‘Hudson's 
| Bay.” At Ritz, ‘Northwest Mounted 
| Police’ in fifth downtown week do- 




















| ing sensationally, and ‘Xmas in July’ | 


| and ‘Here Comes Navy’ re-issue best 


twinner Warner has had in months. | 


Estimates for This Week 
| Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 
| ‘Bank Dick’ (U). Raves for W. C. 
| Fields comedy and press kept plug- 
hging him right through the run, but 


| biz lopped off over the weekend and | 


| management decided not to chance 
h.o. As result, ‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) 
opened this evening (31) at 6 o’clock 


In six and one-half days, ‘Dick’ 
grabbed around $4,600, fair. Last 
week, ‘Blackout’ (UA), big disap- 


pointment at $2,700. 


Penn (Loew AY (3,300: 


25-35- 
UUs 20° 


AsV ve wh 
‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par). Do- 
$14,000 still nothing 
ito get very excited about Moves 
| to Ritz for second week. Last week, 
|‘Long Voyage’ (UA), in five days a 
| complete wash-out at $2,600. 
Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-60)—‘North- 
| west Mounted’ (Par). Fifth down- 
town week, and has plenty of stuff 
left. Could stick indefinitely, but 
must move out for nabes and also 
to clear decks of accumulated prod- 
uct. Will get $4,500 here, which is 
great. Last week, ‘Nellie Kelly’ 
(M-G). on moveover from Penn, all 
right at $2,600 in five days 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 

‘Arizona’ (Col). Including New 
Year's eve midnight show, won't do 


session, but at 


much more than $7,200, n.s.h. for 
extensively-plugged and expensive 
film. Last week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
(20th) wound up run with nice pre- 
Xmas $3,200 for fourth week 


Stanley (WB) 


(3.600: 25-35-50) 


‘Santa Fe T: (WB). Getting f 
davs in second week and should « 
l $9500 ibbre ted 
e ! Not bad, na mo\ to 1e 
Warne for anoth eek v 
10 a Last weel Ti ofl 
neal rt i at 
$18.000 

Warner (WB) (2.000 25-40) 
‘Christma July Par) nd ‘Here 
Comes Navy’ (WB#? | ie Re 
viewers VM e] l LO 4 } Pre tor 
Sturges film and with Dick Powel 
local fave, be! y hailed for h per- 
formance, and help from Cagney- 


O'Brien re-issue, will get nearly $6.- 
000. That's best in long time for a 
dual at this spot. Last week, ‘North- 
west Mounted’ (Par) in five days of 
fourth week, great at $4,000. 


of $6,000, 
Moved out today 
(31) for ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and 
‘Saint Palm Springs’ (RKO). Last 
week ‘Red Hair’ (WB) and ‘Here 
Comes Navy’ (WB, re-issue) took a 
licking from shoppers, but bettered 
expectations at $4,000. 
Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep) with stage bill 


| biz, but not big. Total 


above average. 


headed by stripper Mona Leslie 
Autry film doing nice work here, 
land $6,700 above the usual take 


Last week ‘Youth Served’ (20th) and 
vaude, including annual kiddie re- 
ive, slowed up to $5,000. 


25-40)— | 


| ‘Comrade’ Great $5,600, 
| ‘Arizona’ 2d 436, Port. 


Portland, Ore. Dec. 31. 

| ‘Comrade X’ is the best new 
; Opener, and is doing a nice biz for 
the Broadway. Most major spots 
have h.o.’s, with ‘Arizona’ in the 
lead at the Paramount and ‘Love 
Thy Neighbor’ coming in a close 
second at the Ornheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
| 50)—‘Comrade X’ (M-G) and ‘Bit of 
Heaven’ (U). Looks like great $5,600 
and may hold. Last week, ‘Tugboat 
Annie’ (WB) and ‘Here Comes Navy’ 


(WB) (re-issue) did good enough 
$4,000. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 


500; 35-40-50 )—‘Texas Rangers’ (Par) 
and ‘Won't Talk’ (Col). Just about 
average $2,500. Last week, ‘Go West’ 
(M-G) moved over from UA, and 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) moved over 
from Orpheum, made a strong duo 
for three days at $1,800. 


Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Love Thy Neigh- 
bor’ (Par) and ‘Laddie’ (RKO). 





Second week still holding up to okay 
$4,000. First week nice $4,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Arizona’ (Col) and 
| ‘Earl Carrol’s’ (Par). Second week 
| still satisfactory $4,500. First week, 
great $6,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 


40-50)—‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and 
‘Duley’ (M-G). Second week good 
$3,800. First week, hearty $4,500. 





“SANTA FE 136, 
CINCY B.0. FINE 





Cincinnati, Dec. 31. 


Rosy holiday hue is emanating 
from most cages in cinema center. 
| Three houses changed pics and up- 
| ped scales at 6 p. m. today (31) for 
|New Year's eve trade. Shubert, 
| ushering in vaudfilm season, also ad- 
| vanced scale on seat reservations for 





two eve performances. 
| Outs. 
‘Santa Fe Trail’ is racking up a 
| hefty mark for the Palace and ‘Gone’ 
lalso is fetching a tall take on its 
'pop-price opening in the Capitol 
| with thrice-daily screenings. Albee 
lis doing fairly good on ‘No, No, 
| Nanette.’ 
Linking ‘Gallant Sons’ with a five- 
jact bill, topped by Tommy Riggs, 
and aided by the extra eve coin, the 
Ghubert is off to a fast start on its 
combo policy. House will have flesh 
for a minimum of 12 weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50) 
‘Nanette’ (RKO), six and one-half 
days. Fair $9,000. ‘Love Thy Neigh- 
bor’ (Par) opens tonight (31) at 6 
p. m., at advanced 47-60-cent scale 
for holiday. Last week, ‘Chad 
Hanna’ (20th), five days, so-so 
$6,500. 


Capitol 


50-55-65) 
Okay $12,- 
run t 


(RKO), (2,000; 
‘Gone with Wind’ (M-G) 
000 for start of pic’s return 
pop. scale Last week, ‘Go West’ 
(M-G) (2d run), five days, slow 
$2.500. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15328) 

‘Youth Served’ (20th) and ‘Spies in 


Air’ (Ind), split with ‘Boss Bullion 
City’ (U) and ‘Devil 3at’ (Ind). 
Average $2,000. Ditto last week for 
‘Diamond Frontier’ (U) and ‘Sandy 
Man’ (U), divided with ‘Men from 
Texas’ (Par) and ‘Aunt Maggie’ 
(Rep). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50) 
‘Chad Hanna’ (20th), six days 
Transferred from Albee for second 
W ¢ ek Floppo $3,000 ‘Son Monte 
Cristo’ (UA) move n today (31) 
I week. ‘Bank Dick’ (U), mild 
Ss Oo) 

Keith’s (Li! 1,500 10-50) 

} dare ( r (| ix r 

i > 500 One 
3  p.! ‘Sante | 
(WB tcl P ‘ 
or } i. C 
Suez’ (WB), f $3,000 

Lyric (RKO ( 0) 3-40-50 
‘H re i ne \, W B 
t ( \ V ¢ \ f . 1D 
for second run. Okay $2,000 Re 
placed New Year's Day by ‘Phila- 
delphia Story’ (M-G), moving over 
from three-week run at Palace. Last 
week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (2d 
run), fair $2.200 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 33-40-50)— 


‘Sante Fe Trail’ (WB), six and one- 
half days. Big $13,000. ‘Comrade 
X’ (M-G) opening tonight (31) at 


upped 47-60-cent holiday scale. L: 
week, ‘Philadelphia Story’ (3d wk 
six days), good $6,500, hitting a 
wham $32,000 for the 20-day run. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 44-60) 
‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Tommy Riggs topping five-act bill 
for belated start of vaudfilm season. 
which will run a minimum of 12 
weeks. Stage fare drew dandy 
notices. For New Year’s Eve house 
has reserved seat 75-$1.25 scale for 
two performances, both sold out in 
advance. Swell $15,000. Last week, 
‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB> (re-is 
ino dice at $2,500. 


rot 
Amt 


ue) 


Both sell- | 


L.A. Gets Rid of Flu; ‘Bagdad’ 
~ $25,100, ‘Mothers’ Strong $15,500, 


Chorus’ $17,000, Skeds Revamped 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
mee WOME 6c nn cccsnss $516,300 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
ee $479,400 
(Based on 12 theatres) 








‘Neighbor’ Terri 
$12,000 in Indpls.; 
‘Arizona’ Good 9G 


Indianapolis, Dec. 31. 
| Jack Benny and Fred Allen take 
over the spare change department 
in the downtown sector this week, 
leading the field by several lengths 
in ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ dualled with 
| ‘Meet the Wildcat’ at the Circle. 
|Pie is headed for healthiest biz 
‘house has had on straight pix policy 
since the beginning of 1940. 
Indiana, big 3,100-seat 
felt the Christmas 








anic was over 


and reopened on Wednesday (25) for | 


six days of ‘Chad Hanna’ and ‘Night 
at Earl Carroll’s’ but traffic is thin. 
| Loew’s, 
| opening, is doing nicely with ‘Ari- 
|zona’ and ‘Girls Under 21.’ Lyric 
| booked in acts and called it ‘New 
| Year’s Revue’ and added ‘Behind the 
| News’ on the screen, but the red ink 
|is out for the week even with the 
|help of a midnight show on New 
Year’s Eve. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
| 40)—‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par) and 
‘Meet Wildcat’ (Par). Terrific $12,- 
000. Last week, ‘Christmas July’ 
(Par) and ‘Streets Paris’ on stage, 
red $8,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25- 
30-40)—‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) and 
‘Earl Carroll’s’ (Par). Six days only, 
weak $6,500. House crossed up the 
calendar to be able to bring in 
‘Santa Fe’ for 10-day stay following 
current booking, 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 

Arizona’ (Col) and ‘Girls 21 
| (Col). Good $9,000, Last week, ‘Kil- 
dare’s Crisis’ (M-G) and ‘Angels 
Broadway’ (Col), five days, poor 
$3.500. 

Lyric 


(Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40 
‘Behind News’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Red $7,500. Last week, ‘Red Hair’ 
(WB) and Larry Clinton's orchestra 
plus Elaine Barrie, also carmine 
$7,700. 


BALTO’S XMAS NSH. 
BAGDAD’ BEST, 126 


Baltimore, Dec. 31 

Practically all downtowners are 
opening new films today (Tues.) to 
cash in on holiday biz figured to 
reach a gratifying climax through 
New Year’s Eve extra midnirsht do- 
ings. Keith’s with h.o. of ‘Second 
Chorus, planning all-night 
Astaire-Goddard film attracted 
orable action on opening round in 

te of one of worst Xm: week 


xperienced i thi town in vear 
Loew's Cet tury, openin C 
& d iSO got some fai 
Thief of Bagda but 1 
»] ) 


Estimates for this Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) 3,000 15 


3-44 Comrade X’ (M-G). Onen 
tor ht (Tues.) afte week of 
i UA) » 7 $1 
00 P { five d fr *y ‘ 
Home’ (UA) built to modest $5.200 
n excellent crick reactior 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205: 
15-28-39-44-55-66) ‘Kitty Foyle’ 


‘RKO) plus vaude headed by Benny 
Davis. Opening tonight after rathe 
disapnointing week of ‘Nanette’ 
(RKO) plus vaude to $11,000. Pre- 
vious five days of ‘Night Tropic 
‘U) and local talent ‘Baltimore 
Follies,’ attracted mild $8.600 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.406: 15- 
28-33-39-44)—‘Second Chorus’ (Par). 
Starts second week tomorrow (Wed. ) 
after chalking up a satisfying open- 
ing round to $9,500. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581: 15-28-35- 
44 )—‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th). Opening 
at midnight tonight (Tues.) after 10 
days of ‘Chad Hanna’ to steady total! 
of $8,200, a good figure for thi 
limited seater. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 15-28-39-44- 
55)— ‘North West Mounted’ (Par). 
Opening today (Tues.) after 10 davs 
of ‘Four Mothers’ (WB) ‘to fai: 
| $10,700, 


a 


deluxer, | 


—____. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 
Heavy rains of the past week have 
| dispersed the flu germs that were 
| prevalent in these parts for number 


of weeks. This, coupled with a gen- 
erally improved product and the 
ending of the pre-Christmas shop- 
ping orgy, has first run exhibs here- 
abouts primed for top-heavy grosses 
for the opening week of 1941. Vir- 
tually all of the acers started the 
current week with new shows today 
(Tuesday) or for the special New 
Year’s eve performances tonight. 
| With tilted prices tonight and to- 
| morrow, house operators are looking 
forward to a whale of a start. 


Single bills are the rule rather 
than the exception this week. Sched- 
ules during the past couple of 
stanzas were pretty much upset with 
frequent 10 and 12-day runs, re- 
sorted to in order to permit the holi- 
day eve openings. 

All grosses below are exclusive of 
New Year's eve, excepting the Pan- 
tages and RKO. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 30- 
44-55-75) — ‘Philadelphia Story’ 


(M-G). Opened New Year’s eve. 
Last week, dark. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034: 
30-44-55-75) — ‘Philadelphia Story! 


(M-G). New Year's eve debut, day- 
dating with the Carthay Circle and 
| State. Last week, ‘Bagdad’- (UA) and 
‘Murder New York’ (20th), $10,400 
on full seven days, and additional 
$4,500 on holdover to New Year's 


4 eve. 


changing over to Tuesday | 


Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-44-55) 
—‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB). With holi- 
day prices in effect today and to- 
morrow, and a stiff upped tariff for 


tonight, opus is primed for pood 
getaway that will last 16 days. Last 
week, ‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and 


‘South Suez’ (WB) (2d wk.), topped 
first week and hit big $8,500. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 44-55) 

‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) (2d wh). 
With Xmas and New Year’s eve biz 
included, pounded out neat $6,000 
for first stanza. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,000; 30-44-55-75) 

‘First Romance’ (Mono) and ‘Out- 
sider’ (Mono). World preem for this 
Edith Fellows starrer, opening New 
Year’s eve. Last week, ‘Before I 
Hang’ (Col) and ‘Won't Talk’ (Col) 
(2d wk); holiday biz helped to 
around $1,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-44-55) 

‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB). First Hol- 
lywood showing, day-dating with 
the Downtown, and set for total of 
16 days. Last week, ‘Four Mothers’ 
(WB) and ‘South Suez’ (WB), 
picked up slightly over initial stanza 
for neat $7,000. 

Orpheum (2,100; 
‘Diamond Frontier’ (U) (st run 
downtown) and Jan Garber orches- 
tra. Opens New Year's day. Last 
week, “Melody Ranch’ (Rep) and 
Major Bowes unit on Stage, held for 
nine days for healthy $12,000 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 30-44-55)— 


30-44-55-75)— 


N inette’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm 
Spring (RKO). New how got 
away New Year's eve. Last week, 


‘Arizona’ (Col) and ‘Blondie Cupid’ 
(Col) (2d wk), excellent $12,500 on 
holdover, including New Year's eve. 


Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par) : nd 
lage show. With two-reserved ceat 
performances New Year’s Eve and 
vanced tariff on Wednesday big 
first week is anticinated Last week 


second Chorus’ (Par) grabbed $17.- 


N00 on first se eqs and with 
hotdover should hit $25.000 
RKO (RKO) (2.872 30-44-55 )— 
Nanette’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm 
Y " (RKO) Last week, ‘Ari- 
(Col) and ‘Blonaie Cupid’ (Col) 
i ' hed to $13,509 - 
J . Vv 
vf Y i t 
state I r-h-W( (2.414: 30-44 
j VI-C7) 
j } ALé¢ ) I ( pe . 
cut into c J t 
‘ 3 der 
( Y 20t! ] 4 
e¢ med 1 $14,70 ] - 
»t € f 90 ‘ ‘ 


f total of 


United Artists (UA -WC) (2.100: 


k 
50-44-55 )\—Bagdad’ UA) and ‘Mure 
cer New York’ (20th). Moveover 
for the holiday. Last week, ‘Escape’ 
(M-G) (lst wk) and ‘Go West’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), verv factory $4,500 


Wiltvire (F-WC) (2,414; 30-44-55) 

‘Bagdad’ (UA) and ‘Murder New 
York’ (20th) ushered in New Year's 
eve. Last week, ‘Escape’ (M-G) with 
holdover of ‘Go West’ (M-G), on six 
and a half days good $6,200: 


Carroll ‘Sunny’ Topper 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
RKO has signed John Carroll for 
the male lead opposite Anna Neagle 
in the musical, ‘Sunny,’ slated to roll 
Jan, 13. 


Herbert Wilcox produces and di- 


; rects. 


~~ 
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Hoyts-Greater Union Merger Of; 











H’wood’s ’41 Push 


—_—,, continued from page 1 


e.e . 7 e | 
Additional Cancellation Privileges — :ixs,x:9zen comune a 


Sought by 20th Among the Snags 





Sydney, Dec. 31. 

Hoyts-Greater Union Theatres 
merger, set recently for final con- | 
sumation Jan. 1, is off ‘for good’ with 
the latter circuit continuing solo. 
Several new barriers are reputed to | 
have prevented the merger, chief of 
which is said to be additional can- 
cellation clauses sought by 20th-Fox 
on product. 20th controls Hoyts. 
Another is the Warner Bros. situa- 
tion in the proposed new booking 
alignment. 

Warners, which has a deal with 
Hoyts for its product, is reported as 
not being keen over the transfer of 
its product franchise for a period of 
20 years to General Theatres under 
the same terms it currently is operat- | 
ing with the Hoyt circuit. -Under- 
stood that Warner reps here felt it 
was being pushed around under the 
proposed new setup. 

Under the so-called merger agree- 
ment, Hoyts and Greater Union | 
| 


would have re-established General | 
Theatres on an active basis as book- 
ing and operating outfit for the two | 
Aussie circuits. Deal was to be for 
20 years. 

Another barrier is the way Snider- 
Dean chain, linked with Hoyts’ op- 
erations, figured under the proposed 
booking arrangement. Snider-Dean 
houses were taken under the Hoyts 
wing with its far-flung circuit opera- 
tions after Greater Union decided to 
go it alone a couple of years ago. 
S-D combo did not like its position 
in the new setup, and consistently 
protested. Exhibitors here, -originally 
opposed to merger, recently swung 
to support of it. 

Greater Union, no longer in the 
red on 1940 operations, likely will 
show a net profit of about $165,000 
for the last 12 months, bulk of this 
coming from circuit operations. This 
company went into black after Nor- 
man B. Rydge, chairman, had charge 
of the management less than a full 
year. New theatre construction and 
renovations have helped materially. 

Greater Union has had to depend 
on Universal, Columbia, Kepublic 
and Monogram for most of its Ameri- 
can product, although obtaining some 
Metro and Paramount first-run. Lat- 
ter two have their own key city 
houses which naturally get the bulk 
of the top features. Hoyts has 20th- 
Fox (with National Theatres, a Fox 
subsid, holding control of the cir- 
cuit), Warner Bros., UA, RKO and 
occasional Metro pictures. 





Showdown Near 
Reported in New York this week 


that a showdown one way or the 
other would come on the Hoyts- 
Greater Union merger deal within 


the next 10 days. Dan Michalove, 
National Theatres executive, who has 
followed the proposed pact closely 
as representative of 20th-Fox, has 
abandoned all intention of going to 
Australia for the present. Trip to 
Sydney was planned for last fall 
or early this year. 


TWO $100,000 SUITS 
VS. GAUMONT-BRITISH 


Two suits by the Film Alliance of 
the U. S., Inc., against Gaumont- 
British Pictures Corp. of America 
and Isidor Ostrer for $100,000 each 
were revealed Thursday (26) in N. Y. 
supreme court, when plaintiff ap- 
plied for permission to examine Os- 
trer and Mary Larkin, assistant sec- 
retary of GB, before trial. Both ac- 
tions are identical, charging breach 
of contract. 

Suit asserts that on March % “* 
plaintiff's 





‘chief here killed by bombing, drew 


|of 20th-Fox for Argentina, Uruguay | 


| Litvak and stars Charles Boyer, 
Ronald Colman and Irene Dunne. 
20th will also have one Howard 
Hughes picture, ‘The Outlaw,’ for de- 
' livery in June. 

| Warners is also on the hunt and 
hopes to have a second Frank Capra 





| Hanbury Memorial 
Fund Draws $2,000 


London, Dec. 15. 
Fund for shaping a concrete me- 
morial to Ralph Hanbury, RKO 


fuses to be pinned down to a deal 
until after he deliyers ‘Meet John 
Doe.’ 
Metro Huddles East and West 
Metro crowd is skedded to con- 


subscriptions from cinema _ trade 
reaching $2,000. 

Amount turned over to Cinema 
Trades Benevolent Fund for set- 


ting up some permanent reminder. 


PAR, 20TH PUSH 
ACTION PIX IN 
§. AMERICA 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 31. 
Action pix and the often neglected 
shorts are to be emphasized here by 
both Paramount and 20th-Fox next 
season. Sales conventions of both 
companies recently stressed the big 


Day, 
big boss, presiding. Meanwhile, Al 
Lichtman and Bernie Hyman, of the | 
studio executive council, have gone | 
to New York to consult with those 
Metro home office heads, who, be- 
cause of pressing business, are un- 
able to make the westward jaunt 
with Schenck. Lichtman and Hyman 
are due back here within 10 days 
when they will submit their report 
for consideration of those participat- 
ing in the lot meetings. 

Sidney R. Kent, 20th-Fox prexy, 
who only a week ago returned to 
New York after a hurried trip here 
to attend the funeral of his brother, 
Ernest, trains in again Jan. 12 to pre- 
side over the Westwood studio's 
product-budget discussions, in which 
Joseph M. Schenck, board chairman; 
Darryl] Zanuck, v.p. in charge of pro- 
duction, and William Goetz, exec- 
utive v.p., will have a hand. 

Par Biggies Coming West 

Barney Balaban, Paramount pres- 








spectacle, fast-moving, historical or ident; | Stanton Griffis, executive 
fictional features which Latin audi- Committee chairman; Adolph Zu- 
ences prefer not only because of kor, board chairnan; Russell Hol- 


man, home office production head, 
and Neil Agnew, v.p., in charge of 
distribution, are expected in Holly- 


language differences but due to the 
general temperament. 
Paramount session, 


held at the 


Plaza, stressed number of star pix wood around Jan. 20, at which time 
and put special attention to Cecii 100S€ ends left dangling at their No- 
B. DeMille’s ‘Northwest Mounted’ vember gathering here will be tied, 
and Claudette Colbert’s ‘Arise My with the studio bigs, including Y. 


Frank Freeman, Henry Ginsberg and 


Love,’ both of which are being sold a 
= g William LeBaron, around the big oak 


on a separate basis. 


. . table 

Newsreels and cartoon shorts will | “7 y 
be given more attention by Par.', George J. Schaefer, RKO pres- 
Company has also worked out a set- ident, has notified his studio lieuten- 
up with independent takers in vari- , 2ts he will return to the Coast 


Jan. 15 for a lengthy stay. 
here is Ned Depinet, v.p., in charge 
of sales, who will check the RKO 
story files preliminary to Schaefer’s 
coming, which will be the signal for 
the beginning of the Gower street 
lot’s 1941-42 program drafting meets. 


ous S. A. countries to get shots from Already 
here to be edited in the States. Fact 
that newsreels are all airmailed and 
that most stuff gets here from New 
York in five days is claimed to make 
the scheme practical. 

More attention will also be given 


publicity. ‘World in Flames,’ which | ,,G?ad Sears, Warners sales chief; 
got special handling and is now cur- ajor Albert Warner, v.p. in charge 
rent in B. A., paid big returns, con- of distribution, and Norman Moray, 
vention was told. In addition to the Short subjects sales generalissimo, 


will trek this way between Jan. 15 


general bally, more time and effort : 
and Jan. 20 for powwows with Harry 


is to be devoted to concentration on 


pix deemed worthy of buildups. = Dg gen Ay Warner and Hal 
In addition to the action angle, 104) a P hich time the Warners 
Sidney S. Horan, general manager | /¥4!-42 docket will be lined up. 


Silverstone, Kelly West 





and Paraguay, also revealed his - heel iad ee Fpenene Artists 

company will henceforth operate on ci ang ga and 4 rthur Kelly, 
, ew v. -harg ti 

a cash-on-delivery basis. v.p. in charge of distribution, 

are expected here before the end of 


this week to confer with UA’s pro- 
ducers, 

Silverstone faces a particular pi ob- 
lem when he reaches Hollywood for 
tkeere is no relaxing in his outside 
producers’ stand for a showdown and 
a shutdown until such time as UA 
revises its distribution charges down- 
ward in their favor and shows an 


PASCAL EN ROUTE WITH 
‘MAJOR BARBARA’ FILM 


Gabriel Pascal left London Sun- 
day (29) on his way to the U. S. with 
a print of ‘Major Barbara,’ which he 
recently completed and which will 
be distributed in this country by 
United Artists. Producer is slated to 
clipper from Lisbon to arrive in 
New York either Sunday (5) or! 
Tuesday (7). 

He had originally intended to do 
the . dubbing and cutting of the 
American version of the George 
Bernard Shaw yarn in this country, 
but completed it while awaiting a 
reservation on the trans-Atlantic 
plane. Steve Pallos, New York rep 
for Alexander Korda, will also han- 
dle Pascal’s sales. 





playdates. That Edward 
meant business when he announced 
| he would close completely Jan. 1 
was disclosed today (31) .when he 
dropped the skeleton organization 
he has been carrying since complet- 
ing ‘Son of Monte Cristo.’ 

Dr. William Sekely is going ahead 
with plans to put ‘New Wine,’ which 
will use Alexander Korda’s UA out- 
let, into work around Feb. 1. Hal 
Roach is talking five to six features 
for 1941 but whether these will ma- 


ition even on | the Roach lot. 


Exhibs Would Share in Production 


_There 


terialize seems to be a moot ques- | 





| 


As Only Solution to 


U.S. Distribs See Increase in Rentals 
Upped Aussie Costs 





will be nothing forthcoming from 
Small, Richard Rowland, Loew- 
Lewin, James Roosevelt’s Globe or 


| Samuel Goldwyn for some time un- 


|less Silverstone is able to talk them 


feature for 1941-42, but Capra re- | 








] 


| vene immediately after New Year's | 
with Nicholas M. Schenck, the | 


into about-face when he comes west. | 


Columbia’s meetings will be held 
either here or in New York around 
Jan. 20, with Harry and Jack Cohn 
and other Col officials participating. 
Current doubt as to the spot for the 
gathering is due to the fact that com- 
pany business may necessitate the 
presence of Harry Cohn in New York 
at that time, but should he find it 
|possible to be in Hollywood, the | 


| sessions will be held at the studio. 


|Rep’s sales manager, 


board | 
R. Grainger, 
are expected 


Herbert Yates, Republic 
chairman, and James 


|here around Jan. 10 to launch 1941- 
'42 product talks with Moe J. Siegel, 





| way’s 
considerable expansion for the com- 


| 


{shown in 


| 
| producers—are expected to ‘take ad- | 
| 


| Rep studio overlord, 


Much of the time of Metro, 20th- 
| Fox and RKO bigs will be taken up 
| with conversations aimed at addi- 


‘tions to their respective producer 


personnel. All three of these com- 
panies are known to be carrying 
on negotiations designed to strength- 
en their producer ranks. 





GERMAN FILMS 


INCREASE IN 
NORWAY 


Washington, Dec. 31. 
With the German motion picture 
industry holding the whiphand, Nor- | 
film industry is planning a} 


ing year, the Bureau of Foreign and 


Domestic Commerce reported last 
week. 
Norwegian exhibitors—and also} 


vantage of the abnormal situation 
now existing in the home market,’ a 
Commerce Department observer de- 
clared, although American films un- 
doubtedly will continue to be subor- | 
dinated to German pix. 

During the first nine months of this 
year a total of 165 pictures were 
Oslo, it was reported, of 
which 78 were American and 32 Ger- 
man. In the corresponding period of 
1939 a total of 235 films was shown, 
of which 146 were American and 


|only 17 German. 


inclination to swell the present list | 
Small | 


‘During the coming season it is 
probable that German studios will 
provide most of the motion picture 
films exhibited in Norway,’ the Com- 
merce Department commented, ‘with 
some pictures coming from Sweden 
and Denmark. Norwegian studios 
have completed five pictures during 
the current year, and it is anticipated 
that this number will be materially | 
increased during 1941.” 





In London Studios 








London, Dec. 15. 
Roberta Read, newcomer to cellu- 
loid, signed by British National to 
feature role in ‘Love on the Dole.’ 
She was previously in repertory. 
Duncan Sutherland assigned as 
art director on Leslie Howard’s ‘Mr. 


| Pimpernel Smith.’ 


| ported mulling Arnold Bennett tome, 


‘Spring Meeting,’ Associated British 
entry, completed at Welwyn studios. 
Walter Mycroft, production chief, re- 


‘The Card,’ as next for AB. 








| tion 


Sydney, Dec. 7. 
While exhibs are pressing from 
every angle to prevent rental in- 


creases next year, U. S. distribs are 
puzzled as to how the problem can 
be overcome. Indications are that 
rentals, not solely with major at- 
tractions, but with the minors as 
well, must increase somewhat to off- 
set mounting overhead and wartime 
taxation. 

Presently it costs $5,000 to land any 
sort of a pic in this zone. If the pic 
is canned by exhibs under their 25% 

right of rejection, then the distribs 
hw out $5,000, and, generally, the 
|'N. Y. moguls want to know why. A 
loss is a loss no matter how good 
the alibi. 

| Increases in overhead have been 
| borne by the distribs; now the dis- 
| tribs want to do a little buck passing, 
| but the exhibs are not keen to play 
| that way, hinting that prices should 
| not be upped because this is wartime. 
It’s quite an interesting problem for 
the Motion Picture Distribs Assn. to 
solve. 


Seeks Own Classification 

Some distribs, probably following 
on advice from N. Y-, have been put- 
ting into the ‘floater’ class pix re- 
garded by exhibs as just ‘ordinary’ 
programmers, tagging on a higher 
rental or percentage to cop some 
extra dough to satisfy the N. Y. 





bosses. Exhibs, to keep down the 
tally, play up the 25% rejection 
angle. 


Many major exhibs would like to 
do their own product classification. 
They say that the N. Y. moguls have 
no conception of what is suitable for 
this particular zone, instancing that 
a football pic, while regarded as tops 
for a U. S. playaround, is generally 
nixed over here. Domestic pix, 
are a headache to the exhibs. 





too, 


FRENCH FILM DENIED 


OK BY N.Y. CENSORS 


Albany, N. Y., Dec. 31. 
The Board of Regents has upheld 
Irwin Esmond, director of the 
picture division, N. Y. 
Education Dept., 
for exhibition of 
to Declare?’ 





mo- 
State 
in denying a license 
‘Have You Nothing 
a French picture with 


English subtitles added. Foreign 
Films, Inc., whose president is Jo- 
seph Green, 1564 Broadway, N. Y. 
City, holds distribution rights in the 
U. S. The picture, which is char- 
acterized by mpd authorities as one 
telling a story in farce form of sex 


relations between humans as well as 


insects, was submitted for approval 
Sept. 14. The reviewers, the same 
day, thumbed it down. Foreign 
Films then asked for an inspection 
by Director Esmond. After a 


screening, he nixed it too, the 
grounds it was ‘indecent, immoral 
and would tend to corrupt morals.’ 

Barshay, Frankel & Rothstein, of 
2 Lafayette street, N. Y., thereupon 
filed notice of appeal with the Re- 
gents. The application was made on 
the grounds that ‘the motion picture 
is not indecent and immoral, nor 
would it tend to corrupt morals with 
the meaning of Section 1082 of the 
Education Law.’ Esmond, within 10 
days, made a several-page reply in 
which he described the film and set 
forth the reasons it should not be 
licensed. He did not suggest that 
eliminations would bring a green 
light. Subcommittee of the Regents 
reviewed the picture and recom- 
mended to the Board that the appeal 
be denied. Board concurred. 


on 


UA Spiritualism Pic 


Has Censor Trouble 


London, Dec. 15. 

or aps gy vagaoy = fe crews 4 Disastrous aftermath surrounds 

; ; int’s Vaca- | : de r 

Cour, entered into an axreement | ° : tint [newly formed Pyramid Pictures 

tribution rights to ‘Things Are Look- | Ol Nn er ritis re it all fever BiePe gate gue ol — 

o>. gad and paid $2,500 for the | Twentieth Century will put ‘Once mancers,’ fiction yarn treating of 
rights 





ls Crook,’ based on stageplay of a 








o* 





Ste ated Wek the website spiritualism. Completed pic was taken 








are now refusing to deliver a ene 
of the picture. Reason for the large 
sum sued for, plaintiff explains, is 
due to the presence in the picture 





London, Dec. 15. 
Reported new twist to proposed 
Credit Bank, financing plan for indie 
picture producers here, is that exhibs 


'ing the exhib coin would be through 


'a seat levy. 


Benito Del Villar, Paramount man- | 
aging editor in Chile, Peru and Bo- 
livia, arrived in New York Monday 
(30) for a month’s visit, 


Trade continues to be left com- 
pletely in the dark on what measures 
government is mulling for  con- 
tinuance of film production on this 


, Side. 


Whatever credence is attached 
to this Credit Bank development, 


; season ago, into work following cur- 


rent ‘Mr. Kipps.” Gordon Harker 


'and Sydney Howard are co-starred. 


idea is bound to meet with opposish | 


ment proposal that reduced seat- 


| prices for troops should be man- 


aged via subscriptions from civilian 
patrons, collected at the house and 


granted khaki cinemagoers. 





| 


| with Peggy Bryan set in the opposite | 
| bracket. 


Comedy will replace ‘Spitfire,’ an 





Are,’ got underway at Ealing studios, 


It’s her first picture. Feat- 


|ured are Edward Chapman, Macken- 
making up to the exhib reduction 


\.Mason, 


zie Ward, Ronald Ward and Elliott 





up here by United Artists, which 
figured it had a b.o. winner, only to 
have film run into censor trouble 
around its subject, plus fact produc- 


to . : from exhibs wary of anything hav- | @irforce story, on the schedule. Lat- ers had neglected to submit script to 
fi of Vivian Leigh, _who has attained would be cut in for 50% of provided ing to do with scales. | ter is set back till January. censors prior to going into work. 

i great popularity in the U. S. since coin, treasury department taking| Exhibs have already been given ‘Spellbound,’ novel's picture title, 
it Gone With the Wind. care of remainder. Method of rais- a tough one to hurdle via govern- George Formby vehicle, ‘As You | stars Derek Farr and Vera Lyndsay. 


ay. 

Unless voted okay by special ref- 
erfee’s decision, film can be shown 
only by those exhibs willing to battle 
individually for screen permit, & 


‘n.s.h. proposition for UA 
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(Clark Gable, Hedy Lamarr) 


“FLIGHT COMMAND” 
(Robert Taylor) ; Ck VK : be > ~ 
“THE PHILADELPHIA STORY” N Rw 
(Cary Grant, K. Hepburn, James Stewart) SAN 
“COME LIVE WITH ME” 


(James Stewart, Hedy Lamarr) 
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1941 COME 
LIKE FOUR LIONS! 











This is a good year to be on the safe side. Momentous changes are ahead for 


all of us in this industry and there’s a comforting sense of calm and security 
when your theatre is anchored to the wise, kindly, seasoned executive- 


management represented by the Friendly Company. 


1941 truly comes in like four lions. Imagine starting a New Year with a 
barrage of such big-time entertainments (“Comrade X”, “Flight Command”, 


“The Philadelphia Story”, “Come Live With Me”). They will be followed by 


many others of equal importance. 


Happy M-G-M New Year to You! 
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The Invisible Woman 


Hollywood, Dec. 28 


lnive a rele ‘ irt We 
t 


I 

Bill $00 oeeeees : ko ! b 
Foghorn.. err Donald M 
Mrs ! .Margaret Hat 
] , » | 


shem 


Latest of Universal’s ‘Invisible’ se- 
ries has Virginia Bruce as the sub- 
ject of a scientific discovery combin- 
ing chemicals and electronics for in 
visibility of the body. Picture is a 
novelty freak, played in broadest 
farce, with plenty of audience in- 
terest generated in the wierd hap- 
penings, and will clock good biz in 
the regular runs generally. 

The fantastic tale is amply 
sented to carry through consi 
audience interest. John Howard 
a rich youth who carries on sub- 
sidization of eccentric inventor, John 
Barrymore, after his father’s death 
Barrymore uses model Virginia 
Bruce as subject for his invisibility 





pre- 


tant 
tent 


gadget with successful results, just 
at the time Howard discovers he’: 
broke. From that point on, the gir! 


goes on some adventures of her own, 
winding up in Howard's hunting 
lodge for a strange romance. In 
between, there’s the attempts of a 
mob to steal the machine for trans- 
portation to Mexico to invisibilize 
the gang leader for return to the 
city in safety. 

Stunts of an invisible person walk- 
ing in and out of rooms, through 
doors, and conking others over the 
head is played to the utmost and 
with satisfactory. audience reaction 
Story framework is okay for display 
of the novelty, and Edward Suther- 
land carries direction through at a 
consistent pace, injecting corny, 


though surefire situations of slap- 
stick variety en route. 
Barrymore grooves as the eccen- 


tric inventor most effectively, play- 
ing the character more or less 
straight, with only a slight touch of 
farcical treatment. Miss Bruce is 
under the wraps of invisibility for 
the most part, hiding her charms 
behind the magic of the trick pho- 
tographers. John Howard is okay in 
a straight part, while Charlie Rug- 


gles clicks with continual -.broad 
comedy as the butler. Oscar Hom- 
olka is the gang leader, aided bv 
Donald MacBride and Edward 
Brophy. Margaret Hamilton is the 
bewildered housekeeper for the in- 


ventor. 

Trick photography 
ible form of Miss 
around in visible 
head, arms and 
Wierdness of the are al- 
ways played for broadest farce, and 
dramé@tics are subdued in hitting foi 
the comedy angles of the picture 


Walt 


has the invis- 
Bruce walking 
clothes, but with 
legs transparent 
situations | 


Flight From Destiny 


Hollywood Dec. 24 
Wart Bros, re 0 Edn G 
ger G 
a l i@ M left 
J s > on M 
i : 
| rs fron sto \r yt K } 
ca ra, Jame Van ees; edi ? 
Rich Ass't) dir Fl 
¥ eo t I) og 6°40, } » 
ning t 73 AINS, 
Betty |] line Fitzgerald 
Prof. Hen l na M 
Michae Fa leffre 
Dr. Law J £ 
Ix ¢ M | M 
1 ‘ 
S s ) 
I) POOR 6.480.0.555.50800RS l 
NM 
POUCTROR «. ceecee 
POrrOre.sovrecs 
1 
Brooks. .cccese. 
PeURVER. veews els 
Cr 
] 
G ee 
RR ee re arena ee 
Warners figure they have an ar- 


tistic sleeper here, and intend giving 
it a whirl in the class houses in the 
key spots for critical attention. Pic- 
ture may catch varied reactions in 
those bookings, and 

roversial subject 


become a con- 
for the intelli- 
Zensia; but it’s far from acceptable 


entertainment ‘for the regular pic- 
ture audiences. 
Basic premise of a college pro- 


fessor, with only six months to live 
deliberately going out and selecti: 
a victim for a premeditated m 
which he justifies on basis that hi 
life is winding up anyway—and the 
killing of a useless person will be 
justifiable in every respect—is not 
particularly palatable preachment 
to set before impressionable picture 
audiences. Despite the prof’s switch 
in attitude at the origin 
premise cannot be so easily 
carded Picture, orig 


irde 
Aarael 





the finich 
the fini h, 





finally made 


several months ago as ‘Invitation to 
AT 

] ) revision , 
edict of the H code It till a 


problem f 


decide how patrons will accept the 
story as unfolded. 

Story is a psychological drama of 
most unusual picture texture. Thomas 
Mitchell is the college professor, who 
asks advice of younger friends at the 
University Club as to his 
tion during his time remaining. One 

iggests murdering a_ person of 

reed and brutality who would not 
be taken care of by ordinary legal 
He finds such a person In 


accupda- 


NCadils, 


Mona Maris, a scheming and ruth- 
less adventuress who is attempting 
to break up the successful marriage 
of his closest friends. Finding the 
woman has previously ruined the 
lives of many others, he cold- 
bloodedly kills her and surrenders 
to the law. But his philosophical 
attitude changes quickly when he 


discovers his theory is taken up by 


others and wholesale murders could 
be the result. 

Mitchell provides a_ strong and 
vivid portrayal of the doomed pro- | 
fessor, with Miss Maris a close sec- 


ond, giving a powerful performance 
as the unscrupulous siren. Role is 
Miss first in Hollywood after 
an absence of five years in 


and South America. Geraldine Fitz- 


Maris’ 


Europe | 


gerald and Jeffrey Lynn are the] 
married couple for whom Mitchell 
commits the crime, while James 


Stenhenson is the doctor. 
Vineent Sherman directed to high 
light the dramatics of the plece, 


h 


without utilizing comedy to lighten 
the heavy subject. It's straight 
drama all the way, and a subject 


general nicture 
Walt. 


not too suitable for 
audiences, 


KEEPING COMPANY 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


release of Samuel 


Marx production, Features Frank Morgan, 
\nn Rutherford, John Shelton, Irene Rich, 
Gene Lockhart. Virginia Weidler. Directed 


y S. Sylvan Simon. Screenplay by Harry 
Ruskin. James H. Hill. Adrian Scott; 
vriginal by Herman J. Mankiewicz; cam- 

Karl Freund; editor, Elmo Veron. 


Previewed in Projection Room, Dec. 26, 
iD Running time, 79 MINS, 





Harry C. Thomas... .ccccevses Frank Morgan 
Mury Thomas.....ccsesesee4 Ann Rutherford 
Fed Posters .ccccccees eoccoccoces John Shelton 
Mra. TROMAS. .ccccccocccscscses Irene Rich 
M Hellman.....eee. Se> Gene Lockhart 
Hlarriet Thomas.......... Virginia Weidle 
bh Atherton. ..cse. Virginia Grey 

l Dan Dailey, Jr 

I l ABs cccveveces Gloria De Haven 
MVE, PAS ck cé-coccavvesss tes sere. BAGS 


This is the first of a planned se- 
ries of features detailing the homey 
adventures of a small town family, 
with three girls of varied ages 
prominently spotted. It might have 
looked like a good subject on paper, 
but transference to celluloid is not 
too successful. Floundering around 
with too much story and incidental 
happenings, picture is a lightweight 
programmer that will wend its way 
through the family circuit as a dual 
filler without doing much more than 
consuming time. 

Frank Morgan {s a 
broker, with his three 
providing plenty of home 
with their kid adventures. 
daughter, Ann Rutherford, 


real estate 
daught@rs 
interest 
Oldest 


is the ob- 


ject of John Snhelton’s affections. 
Pair’ become engaged and married. 
Although the parents continually 
provide sound advice on avoiding 


the pitfalls of arguments and stub- 
borness, there’s the separation and 


divorce cloud before things clear up 
for happiness all around. Inter 
persed is plenty of madcap kid sis- 
ter antics by tomboyish Virginia 
Weidler and dashes of business 
troubles for the young husband. 
Cast headed by Frank Morgan 


Ann Rutherford, Rich, John 


Irene 





Shelton, Gene Lockhart and Virginia 
SS ae ee . 
Weidler does as ll as can be e3 
ected with the rather static crint 


Direction by) 
fails to generate the 


iterial provided 
Sylvan Simon 
} 





timacies displayed. However, he 
ilso was burdened by a rather dull 
script. Walt. 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
Century-Fox release of M 
i i Black prod 
I , i ; I 
40 i7 MINS 
Mi he 
Ber Nia i 
t ard Ce) ee \\ { 
pr Ire ler Ba } 
tu ere ere Ire H 
J s F \ Me J 
ll eee teers Jardir 
ret eee eee larrison 
Prosecuting { Aylme! 
Another splendidly directed film 


by Carol Reed from the London pro- 
ducing unit headed by Maurice 


Ostrer for 20th-Fox. This one will 
not be so lightly regarded by Amer- 
ican theatre circuit film-bookers, 
who almost to a man passed t} 


up the 
ame director’s recent release, ‘Night 
Train.’ Latter opened several day: 
1g0 at the Globe, New York, to cre- 
ate excitement in the trade as a po- 
tential (and heretofore overlooked) 
heavy grosser, when given any kinc 
of showmanship break. ‘Night Tra 





has been on the exchange shelve 
since mid-October. It has 
plenty of cancellations and 
bookings 

‘The Girl in the News’ contains the 
Ss distinctive q litv of 1 é é 
ful melodramatic ac n ( n- 





hominess intended in the family in- | 





Miniature Reviews 


‘The Invisible Woman’ (VU). 
Trick photography of invisibility 
played for broad farce. Good en- 
tertainment for general audiences. 

‘Flight From Destiny’ (WB). 

Arty production for limited class 
appeal. 

‘Keeping Company’ (M-G). 
Family comedy-drama of famil- 
iar texture unfolding at tedius 
pace. For the family duals. 

‘The Girl in the News’ (20th). | 
An outstanding British-made 
melodrama, okay for U. S. mar- 
ket 

‘San Francisco Docks’ (U). 
Tiresome melodrama that will 
need plenty of support on duals. 

‘Romance of the Rio Grande’ | 
(20th). Fifth of the Cesar Ro- | 
nero-‘Cisco Kid’ series, suitable 
for dual support. 

‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep). 


Elabo- 


iside of s 


| Gerould camera, 


accused of killing a crooked poli- 
tician (Joe Downing) who has been 
bethering Irene Hervey, Meredith's 
girl, Miss Hervey, through a series 
of miraculous hunches which only a 
scripter at his wit’s end could have 
conjured, proves, of course, that 
Meredith didn’t do it. She's aided 
by as motley a bunch of characters 
as were ever gathered together out- 
Saroyan play. They 
clude Barry Fitzgerald (who will 
probably cause his ex-fellow Abbey 
Players to wince), Raymond Wal- 
burn, Robert Armstrong, Lewis 
Howard and Esther Ralston. Herb. 


Romance Of The 
Rio Grande 


(WITH SONGS) 
20th Century-lox release of Sol M. Wurt- 
rroduction, Is Komero, 
Morison, lynne Ricardo 
Chris-Pin Murtin, Her 
bert I. Leeds. Screenplay by Harold Buck 
man and Samuel G kneel, from novel, 
by Katherine Fullerion 
«"} ] 


Ze! } 
Patricia 


itures Cesar 
Roberts, 
Directed by 
t 


‘Conquistador,’ 


! ries <larke; 


director, Emil Newman: editor, Fred Allen, 


ve <—- ee Previewed at Valace yu Dec. 26, °40. 

rate Gene Autry western with | Running time, 73 MINS, 
musical trimmings helped by jcone Kid....... tesseseees- Cesar Romero 
a be liller Rosita ET Serene ..Patricia Morison 
Jimmy Durante and Ann Miller. |{ yaria Tanne oben 
‘Bowery Boy’ (Rep). Mild | Ri Wd eee eee es treeeeeeeee ardo Cortes 
ae ies - ee > PeROPtee. caKkeecsace ‘ (* ~Pin Martin 
meller of N. Y. slums, headed for | Padre....... weeseeeee- Aldrich Bowket 
meagre dual returns. 1 Hierniar h MeDonald 
. De ernan lro de ordeb: 
‘Phantom of Chinatown’... |\in, Lows... fp Pee tn 
(Mono). Murder mystery of |Carver......... Raphael Benneit 
} okie aie i rrr rrevor Bardette 

rienta flavor thy: str) 2S ¢ ‘ ~ 

Oriental flavor that strikes a fail | | PP ererr ree ry Tere Te rom London 
average as a ‘B’ meller. PE ae ay ...Eva Puig 


‘That Gang of Mine’ (Mono). 
Dead End kids in a racetrack 
meller that falls in the feather- 
weight class. 








guishes ‘Night Train,’ and has the 


benefit of some of its excellent 
players, including Margaret Lock- 
wood and Basil Radford. Screen- 


play is by Sidney Gilliat, who did 
the scripts also for ‘Night Train’ and 
‘The Lady Vanishes.’ 

There the comparisons end, and 
‘The Girl in the News’ veers away 
from the British secret service and 
becomes a case of murder mystery 
for Seotland Yard attention. 

It is the clever directorial and 
script twists which make the film 
unusually entertaining. Reed has a 
disarming faculty of employing bits 
of comedy as a means Of revealing 
important plot incidents. His char- 
acter actors are carefully chosen and 
his murder trial scene is conducted 
with the rigid dignity of a British 
court. 

In the playing of it Emlyn Wil- 
liams, in a villainous role, gets across 
the murderous type which he used 
in the stage version of ‘Night Must 
Fall.’ Miss Lockwood is a registered 
nurse who escapes from under an 
almost perfect net of circumstantial | 


evidence. Barry K. Barnes is the | 
defense attorney. Roger Livesey 


sustains the beste traditions of the 
Yard. 

Action is laid in present-day Lon- 
don and the nightly blackouts have | 
a part in shrouding some of the}! 
mystery. Production as a whole is 


first class, against ample settings. 
Photography and sound are up to 
best standards 


This is the kind of film which con- 
tains nearly everything that hun- 
dreds of exhibitors have been com- 
plaining as lacking in much of the 
Hollywood product. Story is excel- | 
lent picture material and the acting 
far better than average. Because 
tl players have yet to develop a 
following, exhibitors shy from book- 


ngs, whereas some enthusiastic ad- 
vance exploitation and _ buildup 


would be justified in audience satis- 
faction. 
‘The Girl in the News’ is news 
Fl?n. 
San Francisco Docks 





! pro 
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B \ Fit 1 aatures Ray- 
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\ strong ewls Howard. Direc 1 
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Bad scripting and bad direction 
have carried a number of good play- 
ers off the deep end of ‘San Fran- 
cisco Docks. A few of the per- 
formers, notably Burgess Meredith, 
have managed to keep afloat but, un- 
fortunately, most of them have found 
the chains too heavy and have gone 


down in a sea of ham. Result, as 
might be imagined, is one of the 
low points of the current film sea- 
son. 


Plot is so cluttered up with talky 
characters it never chance to 
move. And if it probably 


gets a 


did, it 


wouldn’t know where to go; the 
story is so diffusely told. Beginning, 
with its efforts to introduce the 


dozen discon- 
becomes almost an 


half a 
scenes, it 


characters by 
nected 


unwitting montage in its effect. It’s 
a tm -_ ts ne . ole ¢ " 
a lesson in how not to make a pic- 
tl e 

Y in the wl f-rat set ; g 
gested by the le, finds Me litl 


| was the Baxter 


| ville and musical comedy. 


Acted with more spirit and dash, 
‘Romance of the Rio Grande’ might 


| have been a very interesting and ex- 


citing film. The locale is early 


Arizona and the camera catches some | 


impressive views of the range. 
story has possibilities and the lead- 
ing role is a good fictional character 
of the Robin Hood type. It turns 
out to be a routine westerner in the 
general groove of the 


The | 


| Vague 


| Mahon, and Mary Lee, as hi: 


Frontier Days celebration. The 


| town toughies apparently still oper- 


ate this community along old pioneer 
lines and make things hot for the 
honorary sheriff, hinting forcibly 
that he is overdue back in the big 
city. 

Instead, Autry decides to stay in 
Torpedo and get back into old phyi- 


|}ecal shape so he can straighten out 


In- | 


musical | 


the tewn gangsters. This he does, 
with Ann Miller (actress on his 
radio show) remaining in the west 


to cheer his efforts and his heart. 

Durante accompanies Autry and 
goes for the whimsical schoolmarm 
‘Vera Vague) in a big way. There's 
a scene in which Durante helps en- 
act a ‘little red riding hood’ class- 
room stunt that must have been a 
wow before the Haysites got hold of 
it. And okay, as is. 

Autry sings ‘Melody Ranch,’ hit 
tune of the film; ‘We Never Dream 
the Same Dream Twice,’ and ‘Call of 
the Canyon.’ Part of ‘Never Dream’ 
is a duet with Miss Miller. All of 
these tunes are of hit calibre. 
Durante sings in typical style of his 
own, ‘Vote for Autry’ while Miss 


| Miller has an added musical entry in 


‘My Gal Sal,’ which preludes her 


' tap danee. 


Supporting this threesome, Vera 
f (Barbara Jo Allen), radio 
comedienne, as the schoolteacher; 
Jerome Cowan, as_ the sponsor; 
George ‘Gabby‘ Hayes, H: Macs 
daugh- 
ter, are standout. Comedy sequences 


race 


| by Sid Kuller-Ray Golden are ex- 
cellent. Joseph Santley ratcs a bow 
for his neatly paced. direction. 


| closeups. 


Cisco Kid) 


series, featuring Cesar Romero. A | 


dualer. 
isco is one of the creations of O. 
Henry, and Warner Baxter in 1929 


Joseph August is okay photographing 
outdoor scenes but mediocre with his 
Wear, 


BOWERY BOY 


Republic release of Armand Schaefer 


production, Features Dennis O'Keefe, 
Louise Campbell, Jimmy Lydon, Helen 
Vinson, Directed by William Morgan. 
Screenplay by Robert Chapin, Hamy Krone 
man, Kugene Solow from original by Sam 
| Fuller, Sidney Sutherland; camera, Ernest 


won an academy ‘Oscar’ for himself | 


outiaw 
oppressed without 
benefit of the law. ‘In Old Arizona’ 
vehicle, one of the 
earlier outdoor sound pictures, 

New version is a mingling of O. 
Henry and Katherine Fullerton Ge- 
rould, whose story ‘Conquistador’ is 
the basis for ‘Romance of the Rio 
Grande. Harold Buckman and Sam- 


as the youn 
wrongs of the 


deserves better treatment by 
players and the director. 
Of the cast only Pedro de Cordoba, 


Darn- 


who righted | 


Miller; 
Feuer. 


editor, Edward 
Previewed in 


Mann; music, Cy 
Projection Room, 


> 2 oe Br "R Running time, 7h 
MINS, 
i, Bo i Aer reer rr Dennis O'Keefe 
BUMS COORIT sccccesvocscoce Louise Campbell 
PE Dees ccnceceeceees saben jimmy Lydon 
SOT WsAtOhs ccsctacess Helen Vinson 
a Ns SNS 4 che aehne ease cee xs Roger Pryor 
Blubber Mullins........... Paul Hurst 
Se 5.6.0) 446di8 480405 Edward Gargan 
OSES EP ery John Kelly 
Sn... do ackakwn-a ead Selme Jackson 
Dr. Axel WintersB...ccc- Howard Hickman 
| Dr. George Winters..... Frederick Burton 
Fenn cced 44s eudee kekax ~ooedack Carr 


;uel G. Engel did the screenplay. It | 
the | 


as the aged Don Fernando, owner of 


the greatest ranch in the southwest, 
handles his lines with clarity. Some 


of the players, attempting Spanish- | 


English patois, miss the mark com- 
pletely. Romero is one of the chief 
offenders. Unless actors are skilled 
in dialect it is better that they stick, 
if possible, to 
lish. Audiences like it better. 
Lynne Roberts is youthful, sings 
sweetly and has the necessary good 
looks for the heroine of an outdoor 
romance. Patricia Morison and 
Ricardo Cortez are heavies, Chris- 
Flin, 


Pin Martin is in for comedy. 
MELODY RANCH 


Repu Siegel pro- 
1 irs ( Au itures Jimmy 
Duranté, Ann \ Dire 
Sar oO s “np Jack Mof 

t } H s se 
quences, i WK e Ray Gol n, editor, 

Orlebe . Joseph August, 
musical director, Rasou Kraushaar; ng 
Tule Styne, Eddie Cherkose At Bryant, 

\ week Dec pay Ys iw Rur ng time, 
80 MENS, 
Gene.. ee -Gene Au 
( is J. €¢ limmy Durant 
Julie.. ae ‘ Ann Mille 
Mark Wildba carton MaclLane 
Ve a W Dy eee . a 

Ba \ (Vera Vague) 

Pop mabby’ Hayes 
Tomn Summe e Jerome Cowar 
Penny.. Mar Lee 
la “or Wildhacl Joseph § awye! 
sud «=Wildhack..........Horace MacMahon 
Judge Henderson....... rence Wilson 
DUT s cocseveveccccscereces Wiliam Benedict 


Gene Autry receives crack support 
from Jimmy Durante and Ann Mille! 


his newest musical western. And 
the combo help the nging cow- 
boy star, who has zoomed up in 
popularity throughout the world in 
recent years, to fashion a vehicle 
which will spell added _ boxoffice 
with } following. For dyed-in-the- 
wool western meller fan ‘Melody 


) 
Ranch’ may not be as actionful as 
previous Autry specials. However, 
the comedy sequences overcome the 
handicaps 

The most pleasant surprise of the 


|son or 


understandable Eng- |; 


‘Bowery Boy’ proves one thing if 
nothing else—it takes more than cap- 
able players and an archaic tale of 
Manhattan’s Bowery to make a half- 
way acceptable picture. Vehicle has 
okay secondary talent, but apart 
from an apathetic story, for one rea- 
another Dennis O'Keefe, 
Louise Campbell, Jimmy Lydon and 
Helen Vinson, in the leads, never 
arouse more than casual interest, 
Direction, adaptation and all-around 


values relegate this one to minor 
dual setups. 
Launched in a strictly artificial 


representation of N. Y.’s tenement 
district, the all too-familiar pattern 
of the young doctor, assigned to a 


| Bowery clinic and surmounting his 


environs, is laboriously unfolded, 
Food-poisoning epidemic with the 
new doctor and the little Bowery 
toughie involved, the nurse-and-the- 
society deb dual heart interest, and 
braggard heroics of this same little 
juvenile gang leader are dragged in. 
Nearly every character, excepting 
the Bowery hangers-on, screams of 
artificiality. 

Nurse Anne Cleary (Louise Camp- 
bell) speaks crisply and never 
arouses sympathy. Tom O’Hara (he 
came from the Oklahoma dust bowl, 
so the script says) is the young med- 
ico, played with tons of enthusiasm 
but little else by Dennis O'Keefe. 
Main cog in the plot is his signing of 


food certificates. Helen Vinson por- 
trays the socialite femme in stilted 
fashion. Fourth member of this in- 
congruous array is Sock Dolan 


(Jimmy Lydon), depicted as an in- 


curable brat of the slums. Originally 
he’s vicious but softens under the 
'tender hand of nurse Cleary. 

With these characters, the support 
heacvd by Roger Prvor, who's badly 
miscast as a racketeer; Paul Hurst, 
Okay as a gangster fence; John 
Kelly, Jack Carr and Selmer Jack- 
son manages to salvage a few plaus- 
ible moments. Climax when the 


whole vehicle is how funny Jimmy | 


Durante proves as announcer to the 
cowboy radio star in the story. The 
schnoz has never been funnier on the 
screen, the new surroundings mean- 


ing nothing to his typical line of 
wisecracks and mangling of the 
English language. An added eye- 


opener performance is provided by 
Ann Miller, agile tapster from vaude- 
She en- 
hances her rapid-fire hoofing with 
forthright singing with Autry and 
a real propensity for developing as 
an actress. 

Instead of the customary creaking 
western plot, scripters Jack Moffitt 
and F. Hugh Herbert use a sponsored 
radio cowboy warbler as a wedge 


in familiar sagebrush surround- 
ings. It seems that the folks back 
in Torpedo, Arizona (out in the wide 
Open spaces) want Aut to return 
and become honorary sheriff at the 


hoodlum pals of Sock Dolan rally to 
rescue him from the mobsters is a 
cleverly conceived bit of melodra- 
matics. But it comes too late. One 
scene shows the society femme’s 
Sunday evening reception with the 
‘Park Central Hotel’ sign plainly 
framed in the background, followed 
by a closeup just in case anybody 
failed to note it in the first shot. 
Wear. 


Phantom of Chinatown 


Monogram release of Paul Malvern 


pro- 


duction. Stars Keye Luke; features Lotus 
long, Grant Withers. Directed by Ft 
Rosen, Story, Hugh Wiley; adaptatior 
Joseph West; editor, Jack Ox e; photog- 
raphy, Fred Jackman, J: At New York, 
N. Y., dual. week Dec, 28, ‘40 Running 
ime, 61 MINS, 

Bs eh ee Keve Luke 
WE DA ereee screens eeseees Lotus Long 
gL PREP ECT ERT EER TREE Grant Withers 
eee meee Paul McVe 
Dr Re ON. eeceseeeececs ( ! Lie M 
E6nine Dente. .cccccses Virgir ( pente 
iii? UV eee Seerve Ch s I er 


Though it follows a fai 
tion formula, ‘Phantom of Chin 
(Continued on page 16) 
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HIGH SIERRA 


starring 


IDA LUPINO 
HUMPHREY BOGART 


with 
sgectO™ . Alan Curtiss Arthur Kennedy*Joan Lesl Leslie 
D Henry. Hull* Henry Travers 
Directed: by RAOUL WALSH 


Screen Play by John Huston and W. R. Burnett, 
From the Néyel by W. . Burnett 


~  .- $00n from Warners! 
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Despite F.D.R.’s Sunday Speech, 


Dec. B. 0. 3%, Ahead of Dec., 1939 





v— 


President Roosevelt's speech on 


the air Sunday night (29), called too 
big a show for theatres to contend | 
with, played havoc with business at | 
the all the 
try, but advance figures would in- 


boxoffices over coun- 


dicate that grosses generally on the 
final week of 1940 will be well ahead 
of the final seven days of 1939. For 
the week it may average 5% better 
when all the figures are tn. 
According to operators, the week 


before Christma® was behind the 
corresponding stanza in 1939 but 
better grosses during the rest of 


the month puts December out front, 
when compared with last year, by 
around 2'% or 3%. Pointed out in 
theatre operating circles that Christ- 
mas shopping seemed to be more 
bunched the week before the holi- 
day than in prior years, resulting in 
some cities in the closing of doors to 
department stores on several occa- 
sions because of inability to handle 
additional customers. This occurred 
in Detroit, Chicago and other spots. 
Also noted that the department | 
stores did a bigger December busi- 
ness this year than in 1939. 


In the downtown picture theatres 
Sunday night (29), the competition 
of the Roosevelt speech, which 
nearly everyone wanted to hear, 
proved devastating regardless of the 
pull of the shows. It was estimated 
by managers that from 9 o'clock on | 
the drop was about 50% of the nor- | 
mal trade to be expected on a Sun- | 
day evening. The president’s speech 
went on at 9:30. 

How It Dropped 

Ordinarily Sunday night business 
is strong though from 9 o'clock on it 
is usually around 25% under the 
grosses shown from 6 to 9 o'clock. 
The patronage at one of the large 
downtown houses Sunday night (29) 
gives an idea. House played to 1,100 
people from 7 to 8; 1.050 from 8 to 9; 
500 from 9 to 10 and only 200 from 
10 to 11. In the Greater New York 
nabes, the drop varied from only 
around 10% in 
much as 50%. 

Greater N. Y. is claimed to have 
been off more Sunday eve as a re- 
sult of Roosevelt's speech than the 
rest of the country though reports 
would indicate that the effect at the 
b.o. ranged from 25 to 50%. When 
all the figures are in, it is believed 
they will show that downtown thea- 
tres suffered more than nabes. One 
reason for this may have been the 
ability to catch nearby shows im- 
mediately after the Roosevelt broad- 
cast whereas trips downtown at that 
late hour presented a problem. 

The N.Y. legit theatres were seem- 
ingly unaffected by the president’s 
address. 


Among the eight shows | 
£iving Sunday night performances. 
all but two drew better business 


than for the preceeding Sunday (22). 


That indicated an influx of visitors 


for New Year’s. 


New Outlook in 1941 For 


Coast Theatres, Exchanges 
Dec. 31. 


improve- 
area con- 


Los Angeles, 
Theatre and exchange 
ments in the Los Angeles 


tinues with substantial budgets 
okayed for the facelifting alterations 
Several theatres are being equipped 
with new marquees, chief among 
these being the Orpheum downtown, 
where around $20,000 has already 
been spent. Fox West Coast’s Par- 
amount in Hollywood, long a subse- 
quent run house, is to have a new 


yr 
A 


marquee as part of general improve- 
ments to be started after New Year’s, 
and in addition will be renamed. 
Paramount exchange here is being 
given a general overhauling. Modern 
booking booth will be installed and 


various departments shifted. 


Fox Egyptian, Hollywood boule- 
vard ace subsequent run, was 


equipped with new RCA sound dur- | 


ing the past week and a complete 
new booth equipment installed. 


Al Hanson is latest Los Angeles 
area house operator to go into the 
bowling business. He will start erec- 
tion of a modern plant in San Diego 
within the next couple of weeks, 
planning to spend around $300,000 on 
the venture. 

Myke Lewis has resigned as sales 
head for the Harry Sherman Hop- 
along Cassidy productions, distrib- 
uted by Paramount, and after a 
month’s vacation will announce a 
new affiliation, 


|she recalled two 


| Cops 
| from the money box one of the men 


some sections to as | 


| 
| le 


Fox, St. Loo, Stuck Up 
For $1,290; Blackout 


Uptown, Racine, Wis., 
Suffers a Holdup 


Racine, Wis., Dec. 31. 
Just after Thomas J. 


$185 from the boxoffice and, ac- 
companied by Granville Calhoun, 
assistant manager, and Eugene Pau- 
graza, head usher, taken it to his own 


| inner office to put in the safe, a pair 


| Jeanette Johnson, 


Also on Same Night 


St. Dec. 31. 


Louis, 


A pair of stickup men held up the} 


treasurer and doorman 


of Fanchon} 


& Marco’s Fox on Xmas night and} 
; pew | backed out of the office and fled by 


made a successful getaway with 
$1.290, a portion of the day’s re- 
ceipts. The holdup occurred at 10:10 
p.m. on the mezzanine floor near the 
treasurer's office. Lowell Smith, the 
treasurer, and Elmer Esrock, door- 
man, were approaching Smith’s of- 
fice to put the dough away for the 
night when the bandits, lurking near 


a stairway, covered the pair with 
guns and ordered them into the 
office. 


From a box Smith was carrying 
the robbers snatched $683 and from 
an unlocked safe another $607. While 
Smith and Esrock stood in a corner 
the robbers disappeared, probably 
escaping down a fire escape. 
Mesenbrink, b.o. cashier, told cops 
men asking how 
long the house would be open. The 


| closing was later than usual due to 
ithe theatre being dark for 55 mins. 


when the juice failed. A good de- 
scription of the bandits was fur- 
nis 
checker, who saw the men ascending 
the stairs towards Smith’s office at 
about the time the stickup occurred. 
obtained a fingerprint clew 


| handled. This is the first theatre rob- 
bery here in more than a year. 
Electric flashlights were pressed 
into. service at the Fox the same 
night when the juice failed due to 
an act of vandalism and Will Os- 
borne, band moestro, led the cus- 
| tomers.in the crowded house through 
a 52 min. session of community 
warbling until repairs were 
‘Chad Hanna’ was being shown when 
the house went dark. The manage- 
ment recruited ushers from _ its 
|nearby Missouri and St. Louis and 
they held the flashlights on 


la nearby establishment where the 
|current was still on and the show 


| continued. 
| An investigation revealed that an 


of holdup men pushed their way in. 
cashier, came in 
and the bandits lined her up with the 
three men. 


After seizing the money, the rob- 


| 


Daly, man- | 
ager of the Uptown, had removed | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


r 




















Phantom of Chinatown 


town’ is sufficiently interesting as a 
lower-bracket meller to warrant 
more than casual consideration from 
the country’s accounts, notably those 


| under a double-feature policy need- 


: 23, ordered Daly at} ; 
Sere, beth show gp rcigin : | given the story and his cast adequate | 


point of gun to open the safe. While 
he fumbled with the combination 
the holdup men became nervous, 


a side exit, failing to get the bigger 
part of the weekend receipts. 


NEBRASKA’S Ic PER 
ADMISSION TAX IDEA 


Lincoln, Dec. 31. 
Films, as usual, seem set for the 
heaviest attack of the amusement 
fraternity as Nebraska’s third ses- 
sion of the unicanieral legislature 





'makes ready to go into action after 


Jane | 


the first of the year. 
At that, only one bill is sure. Sen. 
E. M. Neubauer, who has reached 


‘out with attempted slaps before, is 


already advocating a tax of lc on 


‘every ticket sold at the pix box- 


office. It is not the usual gradu- 
ated, percentage ruled tax, but will 


i'be le on every pasteboard, be they 


hed by Virgil T. Hurst, a picture | 


made. | 


| 


| 
| 


5c or 50c tickets. None is exempt. 
At this moment, the tax is aimed at 
films, but in the process of being 
routed, it’ll probably pick up all the 
amusement biz along the way. 





PAR MEETING ROUTINE 


| worthy of the average 


| 


| 


| 


}; an 


Paramount board of directors met} 


Monday afternoon 
office, but it was chiefly routine. 
Another meeting of the directorate 





automobile skid chain had bveen 
thrown across bus bars, exposed cop- 
per strips connecting various circuits 
supported on steel frame work at an 
outdoor sub-station of the Laclede 
Light & Power Co., several miles 


the | away, causing a short circuit. Apart- 
stage for the tootefs. An emergency | ment houses, hotels, restaurants and 
connection for juice was made with] homes in the midtown and northwest 


sections of the city suffered an in- 
voluntary blackout with Xmas can- 


dles coming in for a strong play until 


the repairs were made. 








| 


| 
| 


Wisc. and Minn. Indie Exhibs Unite. 





} 
| Milwaukee, Dec. 31. 
Although indie exhibs of Wiscon- 
sin and Minnesota have long worked 
{in harmony on matters of mutual 
concern, a closer unity than ever is 
evident from the acceptance by the 
Badger organization of an invitation 
from Fred Strom, executive secre- 
tary of Northwest Allied, to hold a 
| joint meeting in Minneapolis early 
in January to map out plans for a 
fight on juke pictures and also on 
jackrabbit exhibs who, with fly-by- 


night 16 mm. shows, are wreaking 
havoc among legitimate operators 


throughout the northwest. 

| Legislatures of both Wisconsin and 
Minnesota will go into session with 
the beginning of the new year, and 
the indies of both states will work 
along closely similar lines in out- 
lining and plugging for legislation 
| designed to put an end to harmful 
| competition. The juke pictures are 
still an unknown quantity, not yet 
having been put on the market here, 
but the exhibs are already worried 


|about the possibilities and intend to | 


|take forestalling action along legal 
lines, 


First local distributor for th 


e 


| soundies here is Vic Manhardt, Inc., | 


| which has been giving previews for 
| prospective operators, and it is esti- 


|mated that there will be 125 ma- | 


| chines in choice spots about Milwau- 
kee county early in 1941, showing 
the products of Globe Productions, 
Inc., of which James Roosevelt is 
| president. An ordinance has already 
| been introduced in the Milwaukee 
|common council by Alderman T. E. 
| Wedemeyer to regulate the jukers. 


Jackrabbiting in Winter Also 
Jackrabbit showmen, against whom 


| in other years have flourished chiefly 
| in the summer months, but this win- 
| ter they have continued operations 
| in rented halls and store buildings in 
| the smaller communities. Shows are 
| free to the public, and the operators 
| get their revenue from local mer- 
|chants who pay for slides to be 
| shown on the gcreen. A careful check 


of as many as 2,500 people drawn to 


(30) at the home} 





ing such supporting features as this 
to fill playdate requirements. In 
lesser situations, the picture might 
pass muster singly. 

Paul Malvern, the producer, has 
productional 


backgrounds, satisfac- 


Film Reviews | 


Continued from page 14 eee 











| want around the house for long. 
Others in the group are Donald 


| 


| 


| graduate 


tory settings and technical attention | 


‘B’ thriller 
of this type. In Phil Rosen he chose 
a director who has earried through 
for the best results obtainable with 
the material at hand. The yarn 
moves along at a spiightly clip and 
produces plenty of action along de- 
tective mystery lines, plus,sustaining 
suspense in an admirable fashion. 
Adapted by Joseph West, ‘Phantom 
of Chinatown’ has as its basis the 


James Lee Wong magazine series by | 


Hugh Wiley in which an 
figures as a super-sleuth. As done 
for the screen, Wong, played by 
Kaye Luke, is not always free from 
suspicion himself nor are numerous 
others out of the range of doubt. 
Luke, billed over the picture, was 
formerly in the Charlie Chan series 
at 20th-Fox. He pictures well, is 


Oriental 


along suave lines and has a clear, | 


incisive voice. The girl opposite 
him, a secretary in the household of 
archaeologist who has_ been 
poisoned, is Lotus Long, an attrac- 


tive Eurasian who also has fine dic- | 


tion along Americanized lines. There 
is only the faintest suggestion of 
romantic interest, However. 

Plot concerns the discovery of a’ 
scroll on an expedition into Mon- 
golia which tells where a large oil 
deposit lies and the efforts of the 
cameraman, who commits two mur- | 


ders, to obtain this for himself. The 
showing of a film record of the 
expedition at a lecture, when the 


discoverer of the tomb of an ancient 
Chinese emperor, is poisoned, has 
been cleverly handled with ‘cuts’ 
from the lecture to China and back 
again. 

Grant Withers plays a police of- 
ficer in San Francisco, locale of the 
action, but what a funny little gun 
he carries. It’s the type that might 
be found in a lady’s handbag instead 
of on a cop. lLessers are Paul | 
McVey, Charles Miller, Virginia Car- | 


Char. 


THAT GANG OF MINE 


| 


~ | 26, 


| 


In Fight on Jukers and Jackrabbits 


Monogram release of Sam Katzman pro- 


Racetrack stories and the exploits 
of the Dead End Kids are both leav- 


|ening off but aside from that, Sam 


|of Mine’ 


Katzman’s production of ‘That Gang 
is so generally lacking in 


| merit that it will have trouble get- 
| ting dates, either in number or qual- 


this last summer showed audiences | 


a single free show, many of them of | 


course potential customers for legi- 
timate exhibitors. Bootlegged early 
releases of big pictures, transferred 
to 16 mm. film, have been rushed in 
| by some of the jackrabbits prior to 
the release dates of the same pictures 
in the legitimate theatres. 

One of the big fights in the Wis- 
consin legislature will be on the at- 
+tempt being sponsored by the Wis- 
/consin State Medical society to re- 


[although the idea was decisively 
| defeated by referendum after a trial 
setting back of the clocks some years 
ago. 


Phono’s Distrib Hypo 

Preparing to turn up the steam on 
delivery of their film jukeboxes, 
; after the Coin Machine Exposition in 
|mid-January, outfit operated by 
Frank Orsatti and Sam Sax was in- 
corporated at Albany last week. It’s 
| labeled Phonovision Distribution Co., 
| Ine. 

Sax will attend the Expo in Chi- 
| cago, which opens Jan. 13. Orsatti 
‘is on the Coast where arrangements 
!for film are expected to be made. 
No officers of the new corporation 
have been elected. Nominal direc- 
tors in papers filed in Albany are 
all employes of Phonovision’s attor- 


gislative protection will be sought, | neys, 


| including that the hoss 
la big 


establish daylight saving in the state, | 





| 


} among 


ity. The double-billers, which re- 
quire a lot of product and buy vir- 
tually everything that comes along 
looks like its best market. 
Katzman obviously has not spent 





ithe last few hundred feet to 


: | megging of earlier footage. 
penter and John Dilson, all satisfac- | Hag ; P 


tory though not of great importance. | had little help from the screenplay 


jin meaty stuff on which to get a grip. 


| 
| 


| 


| talgic 


| ‘Dolly. Daydream,’ ‘Sue,’ 


duction. Features Bobby Jordan, Leo 
Gorcey, Clarence Muse, Directed by 
Joseph H. Lewis Story, Alan Whitman; 
adaptation, William Lively; editor Carl 
Pierson; photog, Robert Cline and Harvey 
Gould At Strand, Brooklyn, week Dec. 
40. Running time, 61 MINS, 

BODURY < 06660000006 6b0bseccese Bobby Jordan 
Muggs..... ercccccce eoccccees+.- leo Gorcey 
Ben......cccccccccscceveccces Clarence Muse 
| RMUCKION. . coccsceccenes ecoe-Dave O'Brien 
LOUISE. .cccoccccccsscecseseese Joyce Kryant 
SkINNy.-cece Sbcbeceosecseoss Donaid Haines 
POPWORs cs cccceccsaccssctne ..David Gorcey 
BCPUNG. cocccece Sunshine Sammy Morrison 
|. . PEUVECETE CLE L TUTTO eee Eugene Francis | 
BEF, WiIRGB. cccccceccceecess Milton Kibhee 
Ere, We SeeO..ccuce seaeness ... Hazel Keener 
_ eee oooes- Richard R, Terry 
INICK.. cccccoveccoces Cddeecnese Wilbur Mack 


a lot of money on his picture, with | 


result it may come put on the right 
side of the ledger for producer and 


distributor regardless of its lack of 
entertainment value, production 
quality or story treatment. Yarn is 


obvious all the way and the plot as 
well as dialog fail to impress. It 
is also somewhat contrary to logic, 


stake race ever 
figured to do so considering every- 
thing. He is the charge of a penni- 
less old Negro who has reared him 
from colthood and manages. to 
scrape up a few bucks to get him 
into training and into one of the 
most important stake events held in 
thoroughbred racing. 

In addition to the poor photogra- 
phy of a couple races, the film is 
technically under standard. Action 
is dragged out to the point of bore- 
dom with detail; and the antics of 
the Dead Enders for apparent pur- 
poses of comedy value prove irk- 
some quickly. The tough kids with 
their gutter manners and wisecrack- 
ing are still far from being sympa- 
thetic characters. 

Story is built around Leo Gorcey 
who wants to become a jockey but 
loses his nerve when getting the 
chance. It ends on an inspiration 
Gorcey gets to become a fighter for 
an intended comedy twist. A veteran 
the Dead Enders’ work- 
ing closely with Gorcey is Bobby 
Jordan, whom Grandma wouldn't 


| will 


which-wins | 
could have | 





Haines, David Gorcey and Sunshine 
Sammy Morrison, a colored kid who 
could be used to better advantage. 
Romantically paired are Dave 
O’Brien and Joyce Bryant, latter g 
from westerns They 
render little unto ‘That Gang of 
Mine.’ As the elderly colored gent 
who owns the race horse, Clarence 
Muse gives a good performance 
Char. 


YOU WILL REMEMBER 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 


London, Dec. 2. 

British Lion release of Jack Raymond 
production. Stars Robert Morley, Emiyn 
Williams, Directed by Jaci Raymond, 
Story, Lydia Hayward; additions! enes, 
Christopher Morley, Sewell Stokes mera, 
Henry Harris, Previewed t Gsumente 
British private theatre, London, Tk » °40, 
Tom Barrett (Leslie Stuart). . Rob: Morley 
PD PE cocceecescecoses Emlyn Williams 
Ellaline Terrigs...ccccccecves Dorothy Hyson 
Eugene Strattom..cccsceccces: Tom Finglass 
Rarl Of Potter. .ccecceccecss Nicholas Phipps 
PR ccveeeseeeees eocees Gertrude Musgrove 
Bir. Carr... ceccccececcccces Charles Lefaux 
Signor Fol. ccccsccces Sed enes Allan Jeaves 
Pat Barrett...ccccees ecceee Charles Victor 
Mrs. Barrett........ee ecocces. Maire O'Neill 
Young Tom Barvrett..........Maurice Kelly 


Youn@® Bob Biater...ccescecs Toddy Me Dowell 

Celluloid version of the life of 
Leslie Stuart, the English composer, 
sees a depiction fulsome in authen- 
ticity. Viewed as drama it perhaps 
suffers from the too rigid adherence. 
For many, though, re-creation of 
composers’ hit melodies wi!l more 
than help gloss screen weakness, 
plus a terrific emotional wallop in 
lift it 


into a smash favorite. Its melody 
cture a lot in over- 


time wil! help + 
usical end has been 


seas markets. 
perfectly handled here for tuneful 
arrangements as ear-pleasing as 
Stuart himself would have wished. 
Screenplay from Lydia Hayward’s 
story builds episodically, tossing a 
lot of footage into composer's child- 
hood, which materially detracts from 
pace and interest. Once over that 
hurdle, film unfolds a steady devel- 
opment of Leslie Stuart from time of 
his first published song, through his 
heyday and subsequent slide, climax- 
ing with his appearance in vaude- 
ville. Direction of Jack Raymond, 
rather stereotyped throughout, has 
seized on these latter scenes for 
class presentation offsetting weak 
In fair- 
ness to Raymond it can be said he 


Playing standard is evenly spread, 


cast all working for best results. 
Robert Morley’s treatment of the 
star role may be questioned by 


|many of the oldtimers criticizing his 


stiff and very 
tion. Player's 
unique in 


stagey characteriza- 
artistry though is 
investing those final nos- 
scenes with histrionics. 

Tom Finglass carries the Eugene 
Stratton role in nice style; his war- 
bling is effective (‘Lily of Laguma,’ 
etc..) plus 
an unusuallv keen understanding of 


class 


the part. Emlyn Williams gives a 
neat portrayal as Bob Slater. com- 
poser’s lifelong friend, although 
made little of and rather at waste 
in the scripling. Film carries hardly 
anv femme angle, Dorothy Hyson 


and Gertrude Musgrove being in for 
catchy bits. 











Production is costly, well holding 
up its end. Music by Grenadier 
Guards Band does more than _ its 
share to help it along. Camera of 
Henry Harris is standard. 

i 
More Camp Theatres 
Brownswood, Texas, Dec. 31. 

A huge tent theatre with wooden 
side walls, seating 2,076, has been 
completed here at Camp Bowie for 


the soldiers which are expected 
this training site within the next sev- 
eral months. Lieut. C. L. Dickerson 
be in charge of house 


n 
ne! 


opera- 
tions. 

Bookings will be made 
United States Army Motion 
Service office in Dallas. 


fro 
Pi 


2d Preparedness House 
Garland, Texas, Dec. 31. 

With an airplane factory busy here 
turning out planes in the plans for 
national defense, and a sudden migra- 
tion of workers here, H. R. Bisby has 
opened a second house here. He 
operates the Garland also. 


Northwest’s 1,500-Seater 


Seattle, Dec. 31. 

Announced that Evergreen affiliate 
at Bremerton, the navy cily, across 
the Sound from Seattle, will bwid 
$250,000 class cinema in that town. 
Frank Newman, president, reports 
latest ideas in designing of this 1,500- 
seater, 

Bremerton is crowded with 
folk and workers, as defense 
the upbeat. 


navy 
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Detroit's New Theatre Spree Ends 
With New Auto-Park Law; Omaha, 
Other Sectors Continue to Build 





Detroit, Dec. 31. 
Despite a fight by theatre men 
here. Detroit’s new zoning ordinance, 
which on its parking lot provisions 
alone practically makes _ future 


building prohibitive, finally was ap- | 


proved by the Common Council. 
There’s little likelihood tha* there 
will be any future theatres built here 
without ample provision for parking, 
one of this motor city’s bugaboos. 

Under the new zoning law, 200 
square feet of parking space must 
be provided for every 10 seats in 
the house. The lot alse must be 
located within 500 feet of the build- 
ing it serves. 

To a degree, it was pointed out, 
the new ordinance will practically 
freeze the downtown theatre situa- 
tion as it is. There isn’t much 
chance that investors will go for 
downtown construction when, in ad- 
dition to having to buy expensive 
real estate for a new house, they 
would be compelled, say for a 3,000- 
seater, to buy an additional 600,000 
square feet of property for parking. 
It also would be quite a problem 
finding such a chunk of land in a 
good location downtown. 


However, while the theatre men 
were making their fight and getting 
some modification to the zoning law, 
they admitted that basically it was a 
law that was sound and proved by 
their own operations. 
here which had adequate parking 
took the play away from the down- 
town houses where the parking 
situation was brutal and_ which 
forced the first-runms into devising 
all kind of bargain ideas for park- 
ing. 

While bucking the new law, many 
of the new houses which went up 


around the town took into considera- | 


tion the hint it contained and, al- 
though not compelled, provided big 
parking lots. Some worked out the 


idea of including stores in their 
theatre buildings and found ready 
renters for them on the idea that 


the parking lots were swell for the 
stores daytimes, with the theatre- 
goers taking over the space night- 
times. 

The zoning ordinance also gave 
quite a hypo to the unprecedented 
new theatre building which Detroit 
saw in 1940. The chains and indi- 


The nabes | 


hurried to beat the law and houses 
}went up in all sections. Most did 
include parking but did not have te 
|} make the extensive provisions re- 
; quired by the law. 

More Facelifting 

Year end, as refiective of all 1940 
in these parts, saw plenty of theatres 
going up or emerging from extensive 
| remodeling. 

Following a favored plan here of 
‘including stores, bowlings alleys, 
| bars, etc., in the same building with 
picture houses, Max Allen is erecting 
/a new 1,000-seater in suburban Allen 
| Park, which will contain three stores 
| in the structure, which will cost an 
estimated $75,000. He gets a double 
|play on his and the town’s name by 
calling the house The Allen. He also 
operates the Lincoln Park in another 

/}suburb—Lincoln Park. 
| Significance, too, lies in installa- 
ition of stage equipment in two more 
lof the Butterfield Circuit’s extensive 
|chain—the Hill, at Hillsdale, Mich., 
/and the Strand, at Flint. The chain 
i|has been running in vaudeville and 
has taken a whirl at drama with 
'‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ in one- 
|night stands in its bigger town 
‘houses. The circuit also announced 
lthat it will have its 900-seater, the 
Michigan, ready for a May opening 
'in. Battle Creek, near by the rapidly 
|}expanding Camp Custer. 
Extensive remodeling here has in- 
; cluded $20,000 expended on a new 
'front, rest rooms and lobby by 
|Komer & Goldberg in their Redford: 
'$10,000 on remodeling on Virginia, 
taken over by William Schulte from 
the Portel Circuit. and $10.000 for re- 
i building entirely inside the walls the 
'nabe Oliver, recently acquired by 
the Moule & Newman Circuit. 

A new 250-seater was opened in 
the small town of Kalkaska by O. W. 
|Keeler, who runs a theatre in Bay 
| City. 





Omaha’s Facelifting 
Omaha, Dec. 31. 
| Despite war and a_ depression 
hangover, film business is reflecting 
| some kind of comeback in _ the 
Omaha territory if remodeled 
new houses are any indication of 
| the way things are going. The new 
|Pender theatre in Pender, Neb., is 
being readied by Herman Meier- 


viduals contemplating new houses dierks for a middle February open- 
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The DISNEY-STOKOWSKI Hit 


ANTASI 


ia Technicolor and RCA fantasound 
Twice Daily 2:40 & 8:40 - All Seats Reserved 


BROADWAY 33°¥2 
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Held Over 
2nd Week! 


CLARK HEDY 
GABLE * LAMARR 


“COMRADE X” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





Starts Thurs., Jan. 2 


Jeanette Nelson 
MacDenald Eddy 
| “BITTER SWEET” 


Last Times Wed. 
“THE THIEF 
OF BAGDAD” 
| In Ferson 

| Little Jack 

| LITTLE & Orch. 
' 
' 


In Person 


Jay C. Flippen 
Alice Marble 
Stone & Collins 


3 STOOGES 
Estelle TAYLOR 
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HELD OVER 


“PHILADELPHIA 
- STORY" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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THIRD WEEK! 
ERROL FLYNN 
OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND 


In a New Warner Bros. Hit 


“SANTA FE TRAIL” 


with Raymond Massey 


ABE LYMAN 


His Californians 


Bway & 47 St. 


IN 
PERSON 
and 
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B’WAY & 
47th St. 





RKO PALAC 
BETTE DAVIS 
“THE LETTER” 


Herbert 
MARSHALL 










James 
e STEPHENSON 
and 
Allan JONES @ Nancy KELLY 
ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


“ONE NIGHT IN THE TROPICS" 








HELD OVER 


"VICTORY" 


with FREDERIC MARCH 
and BETTY FIELD 


UNITED. RIVOLI 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 
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at 49th St. 
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SHERMAN’S ‘ALIBI’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

| Vincent Sherman draws the direc- 
tor assignment on Warners’ ‘Strange 
Alibi,” a yarn by Leslie White. 
scripted by Fred Niblo, Jr., and Ken 
Gamet. 

Joan Perry and Arthur Kennedy 
get the featured spots. 


ing. It has 400 seats and replaces 
the old Pender. Oscar Johnston will 
open the Oil City theatre at Falls 
City, Neb., Feb. 1. This house re- 
places the old Electric and will seat 
700. Reason for the name Oil City 
is the current oil boom in the Falls 
City section of Nebraska, down in 
the southeast corner of the state. 


Across the Missouri over in lowa, | 


Charley Shoecraft opens the new 
Walnut, Walnut, la., a few miles east 
of Omaha on Xmas day. It has 250 
seats and replaces the old Strand, de- 
stroyed by fire. Ralph Blank, nephew, 
oft A. H. Blank, Tristates tycoon, re- 
modeling extensively at Hawarden, 
la., where he will soon open the 400- 
seat Our Theatre practically as a 
new house. At Memphis, Mo., Alice 
Johnson opens the brand new 300- 
seat Memphis Xmas day. 


| Equipment men in Omaha report a 

hike in general business with a few 
| houses and quite a lot of remodeling 
jobs in the Omaha territory. Local 
| territory includes western Iowa, cen- 
tral and eastern Nebraska, a strip of 
southern South Dakota and a little 
|dip into Kansas and Missouri, 


- 





Warner’s Youngstown Nabe 

Youngstown, O., Dec. 31. 
Warner Bros. will erect a new 
|nabe on the North Side of Youngs- 
| town, announced Nat Wolf, of Cleve- 
|land, division manager of WB., Olio 
,zone. Firm has purchased the prop- 
j}erty on the east side of Elm street, 
| between Broadway and Bissell, now 
| occupied by two apartment buildings 
|owned by D. M. Robins, of the War- 
‘ner theatre. The buildings will be 
|'razed and a modern commercial 
| building and cinema erected. One 
|of the buildings was built by Harry 
M. Warner, whose family lived there 
for many years. 


| The new house will have over 
| 1,000 seats of the lounge type, mod- 
'ernistic decorations, latest type 
'equipment, rest rooms, and air- 
| conditioning. Work will begin as 
soon as plans are completed and ap- 
proved, Wolf said. The North Side 
has no neighborhood theatres. 
| Plans are under way for a theatre 
to seat 1,200 on property facing Bel- 
mont avenue at Francisca, Youngs- 
town. The Rayen Realty Co. has 
asked the City Planning Commission 
|} to approve a new setback line and 
| re-zone the property at this site. 


$6,500,000 U. S. Tax 





Average for Amus. 


Washington, Dec. 31. 
Flow from the amusement indus- 
| try tax gusher seems to be slowing 
‘down. When Congress set off the 


dynamite charge last July, the rev- 
enue output increased sensationally 
and subsequently has tapered off to 
what looks like a_ steady yield 
of around $6,500,000 per month. 








Per Month Seems 


| picture films against possibilities of unauthorized re-recording, and radio 








| 


|} such matters as 





The yield is still climbing but the | 


rate of month-to-month gain is 
progressively less, according to the 
Treasury Department’s report on 
November collections. Reflecting the 


; an effort to retain Proskauer. 


gross October take, the slice for the | 


Federal Government was up less 
than in any other 30-day period since 
the starting point was lowered to 
2l1c. 


The treasury pocketed $7,124,225 
as its cut from October wicket re- 
ceipts, a rise of $495,796 over the 
prior month and $4,946,581 ahead of 


ihe same month last year. But in 
contrast, the Government’s slice of 
September business was $776,744 


more than in August. 
ments on August ticket sales were 
$1.444,558 more than in July. 
Though leveling off, the revenues 
from the 10% bite set a new high 
in November. For the third succes- 
sive time since Congress clamped on 
the levy between 20c and 40c, No- 
vember was the first time the take 


And the pay- 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


High cost of restrictions on school-age children is causing a arastie 
reduction in the employment of moppets in Hollywood studios. Some film 
companies are turning down all stories involving under-age players, owing 
to the strict regulations and the uncertainty about future legislation in 
that respect. Kids under 18 who have not graduated from high schoo] 
must be provided with three hours of schooling and one hour of recrea. 
tion during the working day, leaving only four hours for acting. In addi- 
tion, the studios must foot the bills for teachers and classroom facilities, 
Meanwhile, casting directors are worrying over the new policy which pre- 
vents youngsters from getting experience and threatens a future shortage 
in the moppet market. 





Thomas K. Finletter, special counsel employed by RKO to defend itself 
during the period it was fighting reorganization applications, received 
$8,000 out of a total of $15,000 asked, plus $147 disbursements from Federal] 
Judge William Bondy in N. Y. 

Finletter was employed May 28, 1940, by RKO and devoted the next 
month to surveys which aided the court in determining the final amount 
which could be allowed to attorneys for their services without hurting 
the film company’s cash reserve. 





Bing Crosby's new deal with Paramount voids all outside pictures except 
the one he has in prospect under the old contract, which expires next June 
1. After that, the crooner is under Paramount control with a pact calling 
for three features a year at $175,000 apiece, and no dates with other studios, 
such as Universal. where he has been paying annual visits for the last two 
years. Under the old Par decument, Crosby has one picture to make, start. 
ing about March 1. If he is going to make the outside film under the old 


| agreement he will have to squeeze it in during the winter months or in the 


interim between the finish of his Paramount picture and the first of June, 


Jack H. Levin, director of the Copyright Protection Bureau, in his ane 
nual report, points out that the consent decree in no way affects the effort 
by major distributors to prevent unauthorized extension of runs or bis 
cycling of pictures. 

Bicycling of films was found in seven theatres for each theatre investl- 
gated by request for unauthorized extension of runs or so-called ‘holde 
overs’, General territorial probes, made in selected territories, however, 
showed that ‘holdovers’ far exceeded bicycling violations. Violations were 
found in 26% of theatres as against 28% in the previous year. 


Paramount issued an eight-page printed pamphlet, the first statement of 
its kind ever made by a film company to its employes, detailing the re- 
lationship to be expected between the studio and its personnel. Signed by 
Y. Frank Freeman and sent to 2,750 regular workers, the pamphlet em- 
phasizes the company’s recognition of collective bargaining and discusses 
individual earnings, safety, working conditions, quality 
and quantity of output and economical operation. 

Document pledges constant consideration for the benefit of the greatest 
number over the longest period. 

Threats of legal action have been served on the agent for a Hollywood 
playboy who has been bursting into print with phoney dates involving 
various screen actresses who have been giving him the brushoff, but find 
their names linked with his in the gossip columns. Touchoff came when 
one of the femme players, recently wed, was played up in a downtown 
daily column as the former wife of the playboy, whom she had met only 
once and then only long enough to hand him the freedom of the street, 
Attorneys for the femmes are objecting to their clients being taken for a 
ride on the blurb machine. 

Edward A. Sargoy and Joseph L. Stein, who are counsel for the majog 
distributing companies’ Copyright Protection Bureau, conducted a syme 
posium recently at the Columbia University School of Law on the legal 
problems involved in protecting the sound tracks of copyrighted motion 


or television broadcasting. They were invited to the Seminar on Legal 
Problems by Professors Richard R. Powell and Francis Deak, of the law 
faculty, who participated in the discussions. 

All accredited photographers, newsreel or stillmen, have been informed 
of a new system for press camera cards for work in U. S. Army camps and 
elsewhere covered by the military setup. Newsreel lensmen welcome & 
system of distributing such cardboards, but learned recently that all 
corps areas are not familiar with details of the new setup. 

Newsreel boys in Chicago were informed by the Sixth Corps area of- 
ficers that no action would be taken until they were informed more fully 
from GHQ. 

How Uniied Artists came to add former Judge Joseph N. Proskauer to 
its legal staff recently in its battle with Samuel Goldwyn is a study in 
reverse English. 

Upon the death of Goldwyn’s attorney, Max D. Steuer, Goldwyn made 
Latter, however, had represented UA in the 
William S. Hart case and before taking sides against the distributing come 
pany informed it of the offer from Goldwyn. Whereupon, rather than 
see the producer snare its ex-lawyer, UA hired him itself, 

Heavier production of high-budget pictures at Republic is planned by 
Herbert J. Yates, chairman of the board, with two or three deals on the 


fire for topnotch producers from major studios. Valley lot, a quickie out- 


fit five years ago, has gradually been enlarging its product < increasing 
its first-run output. Among its recent high-bracket films have been ‘Hit 
Parade’ and ‘Dark Command,’ both in the $750,000 class, and Gene 
Autry westerns, which have been going up steadily in the fina 1 scale. 

George Brown, recently installed as publicity-advertising head at Para- 
mount studio, grabbed plenty of newspaper space in the Los Angeles 
dailies Saturday when he called in scribes and photographers t watch 
Dorothy Lamour burn her trusty sarong in a jungle pot borrowed, along 
with a couple of the local Negro colony's ‘cannibals,’ on Pai ‘Road to 
Zanzibar’ set. Event was occasioned by fact that Lamour sheds her wrap- 


around in favor of more civilized femme garb in ‘Caught in the Draft,’ in 


| Which she is being co-starred with Bob Hope. 


has passed the $7,000,000 mark, and | 


the total was more than $5,000,000 
fatter than the first month’s (July’s) 
yield under the heavier taxes. 


Since Congress got tough last 


summer, the Government has snared | 


more than $24,000,000 for admissions. 
The grab for 11 months this year 
aggregates $36,829,396, compared 
with only $17,971,773 during these 
stanzas of 1939 and $18,684,000 in the 


same portion of record-breaking 
1937. And the take since the duty 
was upped—four months ago—is 
only $1,000,000 short of the sum 
ledrered in the full 12 months of 
1934 


Eleanor Harris, who is suing 20th-Fox for alleged failure to give her 
screen credit for work on the script of ‘Brigham Young,’ was ordered last 
week to supply the studio with further particulars on her claim. 

Edict was passed out by Judge Edward A. Conger in U. S. District Court 
in Manhattan. Miss Harris claims, among other things, fraud on the publi¢ 
by 20th’s making it appear that Louis Bromfield was solely responsible 
for the ‘Brigham’ script. 

Museum of Modern Art, N. Y., has recently published two books on 
famed screen personalities. First is ‘Douglas Fairbanks: The Making of ® 
Screen Character, by Alistair Cooke, and the second, ‘D. W. Griffith: 
American Film Master,’ by Iris Barry. Both include many pictures and 


| sell for $1 each. Cooke is radio commentator on films and associated with 


| the Museum’s film library, while Miss Barry is its curator. 


| and Andy Devine narrating. 


‘ 


Latter last 
season ran series on Douglas Fairbanks and currently has one on Griffith. 


Herb Polesie has lined up four more short sport subjects to follow ‘Swing 
with Bing,’ the Universal briefie with Bing Crosby swinging a golf club 
Pictures will be made with screen names in 





various sorts of sports, 
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il TRUCE HIPS — Begin N WIBK Needles Miller 
7 Milwe : 3 , ee 
5 : aukee, Dec. 31. Mutual Network neealed Nev- 
When a trained musical seal ille Miller, NAB prez, Monday 
was brought into WTMJ’s studios (30) about his announcement 
P to go on the air with Heinie and that he had taken up branch 
4 his Grenadiers as a publicity offices in Radio City, which is i 
1 stunt, Russ Winnie, head of the also the headquarters of NBC. 
Sstation’s announcing staff, got Mutual's note reminded the 
Heinie worried by asking wheth- NAB head that h 
: : Ni e could have 
t ARIETY press time (Tues- Boor ead tha . 
t Up to V fe aah at er a stand by musician had been picked more neutral ground, At the deadline Tuesday (31) for 
; day) no feelers for any kind of &| provided on account of bringing since Mutual and Columbia are j|the termination of the 1935-1940 
truce had come from either NBC or ane outside instrument player. ae also affiliated with. the broad- ASCAP contracts quite a number of 
Columbia and everything pointed to cry went to the station's : ; > a. % | casters’ association. radio stations were apparently sign- 
tended and bitter conflict be- musical director, William J. Ben- ASCAP will continue to be heard ing up for licenses from both sources 
en rj is : 
+ an ex ; . : ning, with his problem, and up | here over WJBK, James F. Hopkins, of performance rights, ASCAP and 
@ tween the networks and the music; came another question—did the BMI c - 
ee" |manager of the station announced . James Hopkins of WJBK, De- 
g industry as represented by the seal intend to play ASCAP or | troit t frank ave the indi 
ndustr) ior | this week. The stati . a3 aa it, most frankly gave e indie 
. : ; - ¢ o BMI music? week. e station will maintain stati . ; ates 
3 American Society of omposers, its ASCAP license in addition to station operator's viewpoint (see 
0 nse ~ = my 4 ‘ 1s . ,) ic 
” Authors and Publishers. General rights in the new musical library es- tral — m1 — poses 
4 impression in the two industries Is) M | L L F R \) k i tablished by BMI to whose stock the were te poy 2 yoo! : te 
ae ™ station was an early subscribet : Po. — 
e 2 that Assistant U. S. Attorney Gen 1 y subscriber, | counting of noses es Vamerr went te 
e. . eral Thurman Arnold has by his in- Our problem differs from the | press late Tuesday. 
dictment threats helped muddy up| | chain - affiliated stations,” Hopkins | ASCAP home offices reported 
- | the situation still more and the | sas. ‘For one thing we must build | | that its clerical staff had been kept 
t chances are that no peace maneuvers ; our Own programs 24 hours a day. | going since Monday morning ac- 
‘ will materialize until after the U. S. We have a large foreign-language | knowledging telephone calls and 
Supreme Court has handed down de- audience (the station puts out pro- | —~ = | telegrams from stations seeking new 
raska and Florida | gra i ) , iis : panier cate 
l. cisions in the Nebrask g ms in 11 languages and the Philadelphia, Dec. 31. | license agreements. It was intimated 
le cases. | memory pattern’ tunes familiar to SCAP f | that hosts of stations might be on 
r Networks have taken the position | various nationals must be included te oR ae tcp te Reng Bhs “ong the air with ASCAP music without 
: yw i 'in these programs. BMI was not ay 8 Ree Aw nee , , wee 
; that even if they wanted to enter in + eat Re " \ Saad te eeieeiennenl . ‘ being duly licensed since the after- 
. some sort of pre-peace huddle with in a position to advise us with any 24 its repercussions may make Scieke: Whnus Site Se | 
F F | 3 ‘He aad rtai hi serious inroads in the broadcasters’ | noon before New Year's is treated 
ASCAP they must consider the pos- | Neville Miller, president of the certainty which of these were clear stand against ti American Society | regularly as part of the holidays and 
sible effects of Arnold’s latest pro- National Association of Broadcasters, copyright and which were not. 2 nel gp psc and Sake that ae: seaneieeen of the sinoieas onde 
of nouncements. The Government, met the announcement that station| ‘We tried to engage a full-time ex- vene  ree  ct at; i elw aoe coin 
. : f > e) lishers. The stations which have | would be permitted to go through 
e they point out, has placed them on; WHN, N. Y., would take out an/ pert capable of advising authorita-  «;.1 ; eer er @ : as 
y : ! Yect that the Depart-| ASCAP license with a staterrent ar 7 ig : fallen by the wayside’ are WDAS, | with their holiday plans. ASCAP es- 
notice to the effec 1a e Dep: _ASCA nse ds e tively on the hundreds of different WTEL, WIBG and WCAM, Camden, | timated that it will have well over 
” ment of Justice is of the opinion that raigning the picture industry’s con-| numbers essential to our programs N. J 200 station licenses when the reca 
es ASCAP’s present form of licensing! nections with ASCAP. The state- but learned there are only four or WDAS 950-watt d by |is taieon Shuredes (tomorow) 4 
(Cortinued on page 34) ment follows: l Ay an ij litind Ginten WDAS, a s0U-watler, Owne y\" 3 ear a et or 
’ Continues ited ‘This ; ? ted 1 : ee ig ag eg gee States quali- Alexander Dannenbaum, has consid- Following list includes stations 
st | i t a ae moe ae = —_ we Z " ja . er a “ith ered local biz based upon use of which had obtained their new 
‘ i * stations, for the first time bz ings empt to suuld our programs under ASCAP recordings. Its competitors | ASCAP licenses by press time Tues 
Sign With B into the opén the close connection BMI license only, and incur a con- for this type of biz are WPEN, WIP day afternoon: 
between ASCAP and the film indus- | stant risk of infringing ASCAP i in a decree 7 WFII Right now ; 
A ° . oi 1) 1esre be ip ti i — ———— eee 
od —$——————— = ume try. Station WHN is controlled by rights, we felt it was in our Detroit ll eves are on Arthur Simon. man- | 
} rn - . . > ~ tro- yy lc y F. wer nar ist " . ’ intarea as re}] 3 ; i J _ . . Bat 4 : % : Mi ’ « } 
. Broadcast Music, Inc., now re ports Me tro- std vyn-Mayer, part of the listeners’ interest, as well as out ger of WPEN, which is part of the Sign With ASCAP 
: it has 660 subscriber stations out of film nant y which indirectly con- own, to retain this station’s rights to Arde Bulova chain. If WDAS suc- 
on a possible 796 commercial stations. Of , trols ASCAP. , ume ast pone 13 music the entire broadcast music field ‘eeds in getting any of WPEN’s ad- 
= this number 542 have laid their COFPOESTIONS | affilia ed with the Sim “We have watched the copyright | vertisers on the strength of iis a fons Ariz 
y money on the line and 90 are industry got 65 = the $2,500,000 situation closely for some 12 years ASCAP-recording tieup, Simon | ol tle pak Ark. 
et, pledges, who are expected to get it, that ASCAP collected from broad- and believe that, as in most contro- | might be forced to give in and sign KGIW, Alamosa, Colo 
: ~act yan ns tal ’ 2R . . . " y yAT [rOKO unta. Col 
a » up shortly after Jan. 1. Since the Ca ting an d oom to ASCAP'’s 136 versies, there is merit on both sides. with ASCAP. If WPEN gives in, ane : Mates —— 
; last listing in VARIETY (Dec. 18) the publisher members. This station will not be scheduling WIP, operated by the Gimbel Broth- WINX. Washinaton. D. @, 
following stations have signed up Film industry has an annual iIn- | any current ASCAP popular tunes. ers interests, might also have to sign or aa pe a on 
. . a : a \ IG tome "9 
oF for BMI service: come of more than $1,100,000,000. But | But with license rights in both we) with ASCAP, since it too would be WEL, ae Ga. 
Te WADC, Akron, Ohio ASCAP, which is partially controlled | should be able to keep on giving fearful of losing its cushy record . com. Jacksonville, Fla, 
jal sow -— sburg, Pa Arle by . film corporations, charges the public service.’ trade to WPEN, which recently had \R hb er ong 
fr WwW, “Or Smith, re. . yi ’ U . 
on WLW, Ci nati films an annual fee of only $1,060,- — - its power hiked. WCEL, Chicago 
lio KHBG, Okmulcee, Okla. of he ASCAP sic the ITY oe we , WAOV, Vincennes, Ind 
al WING, Dayton _ for alt the AGCAP music tn entire motion picture industry for If WIP goes ASCAP, it would put WJOV, Hammond, Ind 
KWIL, Albany. Ore. films want to use. use of all ASCAP music during the WFIL in a tough spot, since Samuel} WTRC, Elkhart, Ind 
, - a Ag bR ins l ali “AL é MmUsI|i¢ i¢ WHO nkinsville 
AW ae ne ie Neb. ‘The radio industry has an annual | entire year.’ R. Rosenbaum, head of Independent Lob ig te aente: tite ay 
KQV. Pittsburgh gross of only $120,000,000. But last BMI ‘it elf sought to make a deal Radio Network Affiliates, is prexy VEMD, | rick, M4 
ed WIAX } sit Ne year ASCAP taxed the radio indus- | with the Metro group of publishing ?! WPIL, = ' ta iPlgatt an " WMEX, Bostor J 
d KGRX, Sprit ld, Mo try $4,500,000 for the right to use’ house several months ago, but the the anti-ASCAP fight in the rank VESX, Salem, Mass 
2 WMBS, Unioniown, Pa | ASCAP’s music on the air Thu negotiations struck a snag over f the National Association ol Broad- “ ORL, Ps ton 
Bg WKAQ, San Juan, Puerto Rico ne ae en ee: geet sate asters hy tg tea pie ( 
all Sto fir pellets tagged Hy sap for the use of ASCAP music the copyright warranties and obligation Pe ; Ww ee tor : 
wine Jackson, M of radfo stations paid 41 ee Oe much underwriting. It hay eded that a tatie ; wie WEXI R lak, Mich, 
f WRAIL R h, N. Cc. is the film industry per dollar of in- a ASCAP recordings can offer a tempt- VMI? 
Of WIBY, G ler \la ‘OMe. An | the 13 music corpo “a- ing nd ement to ponsors of di Ms . 2 M isa, 
lly * BI a, tions affiliated with the film industr Alexander Thiede’s contract has show WDAS, for example, has both “\ B, Red Far J. 
WMFR igh Point, N. @ ictually received from ASCAP' expired (28) for studio orchestra at ASCAP and Broadcast Mu Ir Bi in J 
hd Pree hat ga $625,000 more last year than the) WMEX, Boston. No successor has tunes, since Dannenbaum is one of WH 'M poe — - 
to WAT. uJlahass Fla total fees which ASCAP charged the | been named. the charter members of BMI. WAAT. Jerse 
in | KOA kK ) Texas W KW Yo y 
WI Mu \ secant aad os LE LL ES  ercunae NT “ KILAH, Car ad . M 
d WSUN . re 7 W His , as uM dhe s'ls, N ¥. 
res had Panama City, Fla A MFR Hiet a 
ine TDWs, Chan g 111 : : tt Ve Ve 
. WLAYV, ¢ 1 Ranids, Mich. c wi soy we . ; 
we WIL J I City. Tenn. ON SALE AT ALL NEW SSTANDS aap" ande Fla. 
lal WTSP, St. Petersburg. hs ae ie 
WRIR: ‘Knoxville, hn A ag eo lg My 
Ey pains i NEXT WEDNESDAY, JAN. 8 Gee ver pretest 
WLAK, I.ah ind, Fla, 1 e ; . ae h ae oe 
by hd ys Pensacola, Fla, uy ey Eliz oth Chee un. @ 
: RLH Midland lexas, W xas E ae i y BR . 
the WEBR, Buffalo. TT WAIN, Winstos ra 
ut- — Portsmouth, NH. : WPIe mharen. Pe r 
KGET Shawnee Okl e ili - . . , 
ing WRUF, Gainesville, Fla dS a tment gy 
ATK) 5 : ° W %;, Glenside *” 
Hit wo x. i eae saat it “ A a 
ene . Kx 4) i ; WNEIL, S juan, P. R 
" ™ KAR ant? > Tex 
e ‘ 1 : x ‘\ Y tp nr lex 
at . K M<« [exa ’ lex 
ra- Woy | at 11} : + =a x » Tez 
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OTHERS BESIDE BMI, CBS, NBC LIKELY T0 


BE NAMED BY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


+ 





Thurman Arnold Says If Neville Miller’s Statement 


Is Correct Others Will 


Also Be Indicted—Gov- 


ernment Frowns Upon Music-Radio Fight 


ee + 


Washington, Dec. 31. 
The United States Department of 
Justice on Thursday (26) acted 
to throw its weight into the music 
war between the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers and the radio industry. In taking | 
action following months of rumors 
and following recent conversations | 
with supposed ASCAP spokesmen the | 
Department added Broadcast Music, | 
Inc., and the two major American 
networks, NBC and CBS, to its list of ' 
candidates for indictment. Moreover 
it is likely that the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters, trade body 
through which BMI was fostered, 
and various other broadcasters may | 
also be named, including key men 
bers of the Mutual web but possibly | 


not Mutual itself. 

This prospect (of more organiza- 
tions) was further strengthened by | 
the head trust-buster. Although he! 
declined to discuss any other aspects | 
of the matter or give any additional 
elaboration of his formal statement, 
Thurman Arnold said Friday (27) 
when asked to explain the omissions 
that the preliminary investigation is 
not complete. 

‘It was necessary to move fast,’ the 
head of the anti-trust division ex- 
plained. ‘We had collected informa- 
tion relating to those parties and 
consequently named them as the 
persons against whom charges will 
be pressed. 

‘If the implications in Mr 
statement (Ed. 
NAB president 
beside the two 
responsible for 
correct, we will 


Against 


Miller’s 
note—remarks of the 
that many persons 
major chains were 
forming BMI) are 
indict all the rest.’ 
Backsliding 

The criminal proceeding is viewed 
in many quarters as an alternative 
means of trying to end the ASCAP- 


radio war over new license agree- 
ments, rather than a vengeful move 


to penalize any of the parties con- 
cerned. Plentiful hints have been 
thrown out that the Justice Depart- 
ment will not insist on its 
flesh in event the prospective de- 
fendants reach an amicable agree- 
ment and both sides make voluntary 
reforms in their methods of opera- 
tion. Indictments will be sought 
however, regardless of other devolp- 
ments, as guaranty against any 
backsliding. 

Danger of triple damage suits on a 
wholesale scale, with 
trying to collect from 
believed almost ce 
a sudden end of the glowering, as 
well as avert a trial of the charges 
which otherwise Arnold insists he is 
determined to press. There is a wide 
belief that, rather than run the risk 
of conviction and enable the D. of J. 
to make a record that would be in- 
valuable to persons wanting to col- 
lect for past injuries, the parties will 
be more than glad to plead ‘nolo 
contendere’ (meaning that they ad- 
mit the facts but deny any intention 
of violating the law). 

It was recalled that most 
ents in 


pound of 


ev@ry body 
each other, is 


rtain to result in 


respond- 
the Justice Department’s civil 


action against the motion picture in- 
dustry hastily changed their tune 
when the testimony was about to 
begin, disarming the disgruntled ex- 
hibitors wl hoped to base future 
damage efforts on the evidence 
offered in the injunction proceeding 
The broadcasters and Tin Pan Alley, 
many of whom are far more vulner- 
able than some of the elements in 


the picture business, likely w 
by that example, in the view of 
certain officials who privately pre- 
dict there never will be any trial. 
While it is too soon to decide on 
(Continued on 


ill profit 


page 28) 





KHQ-KGA PRECAUTIONS 


Musical Ad 
Kind Is 


No Libbing of 


Permitted 


Any 





Spokane, Dec. 31. 

KHQ-KGA precautions against 
ASCAP infringements: 

All music used in local broadcasts, 
must come from the studio’s own 
musical] library. 

All playing and singing strictly 
from sheet music, not from memory. 

All playing by note, no improvis- 
ing allowed between selections, 





If in Doubt—Cut 


Columbia has instructed its 
production men to cut any pro- 
gram off the air instantly if any 
music is played that has not pre- 
viously been cleared by the net- 
work’s copyright division. 

Order was contained in a state- 
ment to the company’s employ- 
ees, issued yesterday (Tuesday) 
by Douglas Coulter. 











LABOR HITS BMI 


AS ‘CO. UNION 


Washington, Dec. 31. 

Though officially organized labor 
is standing aloof from the perform- 
ing rights controversy, sympathies 
of the card-holders are clearly be- 
hind American Society of Composers, 
Authors, and Publishers and strong- 
ly anti-radio. In keeping with the 
traditional union idea that the bread- 
casting industry should be severely 
regulated and its workers deserve a 
bigger slice of the revenues. 

Despite the headquarters silence 
unmistakable idea of union senti- 
ment was given this week in an 
article in ‘Labor,’ the weekly pub- 
lication of the 21 standard railway 
labor organizations. Head told how 
radio expects to build programs with 
‘ersatz music,’ while the yarn 
filled with digs at the chains 
stations. Story contained the 
tomary reference to ‘the big radio 
chains, whose profits run into mil- 
lions, termed Broadcast Music, Inc 
a ‘company union of composers.’ end 
quotes ASCAP arguments liberally 

Consistently, the American Fed- 
eration of Labor has ducked effort: 
of Tin Pan Alley to line up it: 
members as second-line support, 


was 
and 
cus- 


even though unionized performers 
have more in common with the 
lyricists and tunesters than with the 


station and network 


Nashville 109°% Non-ASCAP 
Nashville, Dec. 31 


managements 


WL AC’s ASCAP file was locked on 
Monday (30) according to S. O. Ward 
in charge of music. Ward reports 
di has been no complaints about 


discontinuing ASCAP but many fav- 
orable eomments on BMI have been 
received. 

WSM and WSIX also have cut 
dwindling ASCAP percentage to 
zero 


Chicago—Joe Spalding joins the 
New York office of Free & Peters, 
station rep firm. 

Spalding has been eastern 
ager of Holland’s Magazine and 
and Ranch, having been 
with those pubication 


man- 
Farm 
ated 
s for 1 years. 


assoc 


DO A HUMMERT 





Another Appeal for FCC to Inter- | 


vene in Music War 


Washington, Dec. 31. 
| Although similar proposal was | 
sidestepped before when Frank | 
|Hummert brought up issue, inter- | 


| venti on of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission in the performing 
l rights controversy was sought Mon- 


j}day (30) by sponsors of the com- 
'mittee of musicians and educators 
| seeking reapprochment between 


American Society of Composers, Au- 
, thors, and Publishers and the broad- 
casting industry. 
‘signatures asked the regulators to 
try and bring about renswed license 
negotiations because of their obliga- | 
tion to see that radio stations serve 

public interest, convenience, and 
necessity.’ 

Douglas Moore, Columbia Univer- 
sity faculty member, wrote the 
Commish that the 5,000 signers rep- 
resent institutions and organizations 
with several millions of persons who 
are ‘vitally interested in American 
musical culture’ and pointed out that 
assistant attorney general Thurman 
Arnold had refused to ‘sit by and | 
see ASCAP and the broadcasters en- 
gage in a private war at the expense 
of the public.’ Considering duties 
imposed by Congress, the FCC ought 
to take a similar attitude and has 


ample authority to bring the warring | 


he added d. 


STATIONS CARRY ‘ASCAP’ 
LABEL IN DAILY LOG 


factions together, 


Boston, Dec. 31 

Local independent radio stations | 
WMEX. WCOP, WORL, WHDH are 
listed with the design-tion ASCAP 
in the radio log of the Boston Ameri- 
can and Boston Record, Hearst 
dailies. 

Others have their network affilia- 


tion noted, to 
corrving music of 


of Composers 


out the stations 
American Society 
Authors & Publishers. 


CANADA UNAFFECTED 


But NBC 


point 


Thesaurus ASCAP Records 
May Not Be Used 


N Dec. 31. 
As far as can be ascertained Cana- 
dian radio stations will continue 
ising ASCAP music regardless of 
he outcome of the current 
versy in the U. S. A. Canac 
casters kick in with 8 


per raqalo 


+ 
rit real, 


contro- 
lian broad- 
cents royalty 
the Cana- 
Society 


cet t 


receiving tL lO 


dian Performing Rights 


which covers ASCAP. 

NBC Thesaurus Yecordings with 
ASCAP selections, however, could 
not be used by the Canadian sub- 
scribers to the service (about 20) 
after Jan. 1 if the use of ASCAP | 


music is forbidden American broad- 
casters. Elimination of ASCAP plat- 
ters tears a huge chunk out of The- 
saurus library and would affect con- 
siderable number of sponsors 
pending exclusively on discs 


University Research Scholar Works 
Out Payment System for Songwriters 


On the 
ASCAP 


the broadcasting 


eve of the break 
and 


between 
the major portion of 
industry Broadcast 


Music released it termed the 


‘details of the logging formula used 
by BMI to tabulate royalty payments 
to BMI composers for radio 
formances.’ It’s a ‘sampling method’ 
evolved by Dr. Paul A. Lazarsfeld, 
director of Columbia University’s 
Office of Radio Research. 

As explained by BMI its licensed 
stations are divided into seven 
groups each containing the same 
number of stations, and each group 
of stations corresponds closely to 
other groups and ‘every one of them 
is representative of the BMI station 
membership as a_ whole.’ 


what 


late some 
broadcast by 


60,000 program hours 
more than 100 stations 


in all 48 states and after the num- | 


per- | 


Each | 
month BMI will examine and tabu- | 


ber of performances of two groups 
of stations is tabulated the ‘sample’ 
is taken as a basis for computing the 
total number 
all BMI stations. Each time that a 
| BMI composition is 
the air, the composer is paid at the 
rate of one cent per performance 
per station. BMI estimates, but 
does not explain the basis for this 
estimate, that popular songs of ‘Hit 
Parade’ calibre receive from 100,000 
to 180,600 performances and that ac- 
cordingly BMI composers of such 
/hits would receive from $1,000 to 
$1,800 in radio payments. 


Gene Buck in a_ statement 
published in the daily press 
| -Monday (30) publicly named 


Edward Klauber, executive vice 
president of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, as the ‘man 
behind the strategy of the 
broadcasters.’ 


| The United States Government's 


Petition with 5,000 | 


de- | 
here. | 


of performances for | 


performed on | 


The Government's Charges 





Washington, Dec. 31. 
prospective suit in the state of Wis- 


consin against ASCAP, BMI, NBC and CBS (and possibly others not 


yet specified) will charge eight ‘criminal’ counts: . 


1. The illegal pooling of most of the desirable copyright music available 
| for radio broadcasting in order to eliminate competition and to monopolize 


| the supply. 


2. Illegal discrimination against users of copyright music. 


3. Illegal discrimination 


| ASCAP on Broadcast Music, Inc. 


against composers who are not 


members of 


| 4. Withholding music from publication in order to exact fees not per- 


| mitted by the copyright laws, 
5. Illegal price fixing. 


own music. 


music is played. 


6. Restraining composers in their right to bargain for the sale of their 


7. Requiring users of music to pay for tunes on programs in which no 


8. Mutual boycotts by ASCAP and by the broadcasting chains (through 
Broadcasting Music, Inc.) in an attempt by each of these conflicting groups 
_to obtain for themselves control over the supply of music by depriving the 
others of control, which boycotts threaten to restrain and obstruct the ren- 


dition over the radio of about 90% of 


the desirable modern copyright music. 











Duffy's Bias on Copyright as U.S. 
Senator Stirs Talk on His Possible 
Self-Disqualification to Judge Suit 





THE FLAMM CASE 


Owner Regrets WMC. A Sale—Ingeni- | 


| ous Hoax Is Reported 


Donald Flamm is, according to 
the story all over New York City, 
the victim of a sensational hoax 
by politicians in Washington. He 
is said to have been scared into 
selling his station, WMCA, out of 
fear of it being taken from him if 
he didn’t. He took the first offer, 
closed an unsatisfactory deal in a 
hurry, later got reassurances, 
wants to call off the deal. 

Whether he _ will succeed or 
whether he can prove the story 


now 


publicly are unknowns. He per- 
sonally will say nothing beyond 
describing what happened te him 


as ‘one of the dirtiest deals in radio 
history.’ 


$850,000 Deal 
Washington, Dec. ‘31. 

mind of Donald F] 

sole WMCA, New 


about selling his 


Change of amm, 
York, 
enterprise to Ed- 
ward J. Noble, candy magnate and 
| former Underse¢ cretary of Commerce, 
presented the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission last week with a 
unique situation that leaves the fate 
of the 1 kw transmitter hanging in 


owner of 


the air. Recanting of the contract 
under which Noble would pay $850,- 
000 for the Flamm radio properties 
was proposed by Flamm. 

With the bulk of the regulatory 
body away from duty and no meet 
ing scheduled until next week, hare 
is lively speculation what will hap- 
pen when the clock ticks to mid- 
night. The deal is supposed to be- 
come effective tonight (Tuesday), 
having been approved without a 
hearing Dec. 17. 

While there were rumors an un- 
identified individual had _ offered 
Flamm more cash for his holdings, 
no explanation was made to the 


Commission by Flamm for 
reconsideration of the 


original application 


asking 
action on the 


and permission 


to withdraw the papers. Skeptics 
wondered if Flamm had recoiled 
from the idea of pulling out of the 
rac pusine or was upset pec n 
some other proposition had failed to 
je}] 

Th e attitude of Noble is that 


everything is signed and sealed. With 
a quorum of the Commish lacking 
and no.session due until after the 
pact became effective, William J 
Dempsey and William Kopiowitz, the 
purchaser's attorneys, made no move 
to oppose the petition, waiting to 
see whether control will be surrend- 
ered on schedule. 

Unprecedented move may be a 
gr ote: ie for the FCC but concensus 
in legal circles is that Flamm will 
fod trouble unscrambling the ome- 
lette. If he balks at delivering the 
stock, he probably would be the loser 
anyway, as the Commish.already has 
given 
cense over to Noble and a majority 
|of the regulators seem most happy 
j}to have Flamm—with whom they 
| have had several tiffs in past years 
|—out of broadcasting. Their finding 
that public interest would be served 
| better with the station under new 
proprietorship has Flamm 
balled, for a renewal ticket could be 
denied or revocation proceedings 
could be started, 


7% 
vv 


its consent to turning the li-| 


eight- | 





| Milwaukee, Dec. 31 

News that Milwaukee had been 
selected by the Department of Justice 
as the legal battleground for the 
music war involving the American 
Society of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers, Broadcast Music, Inc., 
NBC and CBS was of course front 
page stuff in the loca! dailies, which 
have devoted columns to the story, 
and the public here is fully toot 
as to the import of the case, already 
anticipating the visits of sal go neend 
Who’ of the music world when the 
case, opening next Monday (6), real- 
ly gets under way. 

There is considerable speculation 
as to the status of Federal Judge F. 
Rvan Duffy, who ordinarily would 
have jurisdiction over case and 
impanel the grand jury to be called 
shortly after court opens. When he 
was an United States senator in 1935, 
Duffy introduced the Duffy copy- 
right bill, which passed the Senate, 
but died in the house. This bill was 
ana to rewrite the 1909 copy- 
right act, taking out the con 
$250 damage clause, and 


the 


ane 
ttempt 
ipulsor y 


Jea\ ing the 


determination of damages to the dis- 
cretion of the trial court. Under 
the Duffy bill, ASCAP would have 
been unable to collect the present 
minimum damages for each illegal 
playing of a copyright tune unless 
the composer could have shown (‘and 
this admittedly would have been 
difficult) that he suffered actual 
damages. 

Judge Duffy has been hearing 
cases brought in his court by ASCAP 
without objection from any of the 


and on Sept. 11, rendered 
a decision regarded as a real break 
for ASCAP when he refused to Issue 
an injunction to prevent the society, 
on behalf of Leo Feist, Inc., fron 
suing Charles Hynek, Manitowoc 
Rapids, Wis., ballroom proprietor, for 
infringement of copyright Judge 
Duffy has failed, however, to renaet 
a decision in a case argued before 
him last March against Wiley Young 

president of the Tavern Music Pro- 
t Association, who runs a §su- 


litigants 


tective 


burban nitery and was alleged!) 
cuilty of copyright infringement 
Lack of decision in this case has held 
ip other actions that are pe E 
Judge Duffy is unwilling to ¢ 

ment on what his { £ f 
on the question of disqualliving 
himself as presidnig judge in the De 
partment of Justice actio! Some 
times judges under simil: ( 


stances withdraw fro! a case De 


cause of prior interest and some oD- 


servers regard it as possible Judge 
Duffy might do just that. 
Both Judge Duffy and B. J. Hust- 


ing, the United States district attor- 
ney here, are of the opinion Wiscon- 


sin was chosen as scene of the legal 


battle because of the high rating 
which they said the governmen 


gives grand juries in this state. 
High Type Juries 
‘Members of the 
picked for their high intelligence 
and their freedom from influence, 
said Husting. ‘In some other locali- 
ties.it has been found that grand 
juries ana witnesses both have been 
subjected to and influenced by out- 
| side pressure.’ : 
Announcement of the locale {0 
the music war has had no effect up 
to now on the three local rade 
(Continued on page 32) 


juries here are 





oy. 
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that the sure vision of the free| casting stations of 20 republics to 


Wednesday, January 1, 1941 VARIETY a INTERNATIONAL RADIO 21 


LABOR FORCES WEB SPLIT 


| ‘Gringo-Haters’ Rap NBC |99 JN HICTHHI 1 Cuha-Mexico-Canada-US.A. Pact 
sistas at] cee | NOW JUSTLOCALS Bue for Enforcement March 29 


in waters of Tampico, the agreement] ident in charge of international re- | 


. 
of the Yankees with England that lations of the trust that is called Sa A Some U Cha C A Sé 
permits them to establish bases in| National Broadcasting Co., declared S heas n es rl 






































hastiness by the United States around. nationality of the people of Span- 

















the Bermudas, Bahamas, Jamaica,| a short time ago that, starting from Albert-Doyle Commonwealth 
Antigua, Santa Lucia and British| Jan. 1 next, permission would Network Anticipates Hos- | "= 


Guiana, the pressure upon Uruguay,| be given to certain radio broad- tile Labor Party Getting CONCENTRATE LINGUALS Washington, Dec. 31. 


ar ae Insistence upon technicalities by 
Control— ; 
Latter Criticized woop, Boston, Puts All Foreign some of the signatories, combined 





opinion of the Southern Hemisphere the south of the Bravo river to re- 
terms a real menace to the sover-| ceive and to broadcast any pro- 











: : | H Blurbs in One Segment 
eignty of the Hispanic peoples, and; gram of Latin-American program | Network Moving Toward, reas with another undercover attempt to 
the rumors of ge apne strategic | = 7 paper erases Co, Monopoly — Putting Na- Boston, Dec. 31 scrap the’ clear-channel theory, 
“eg on the part of other countries| Mr. Royal added that the programs | . eee eats ar : pegs naten ” ss " ’ 
ce al ph sctrten are signs that} would be radioed over powerful tional Accounts Always  WCOP’s foreign language set-up threatens to upset plans for radio's 
of Centra ; . : ’ aot aoe 9 shaded has been revamped. Instead of scat- | March 29 moving day to put into 
point out the imminent danger that} short-wave broadcasting stations Ahead of Local Ones -ed spots previously used. all such. effect the reclassifications of the Hae 
is entailed for the lands of Spanish| On controlled waves, and that they ean ate gts gree — Big ee vana Treaty It lox k portion: ngly 
America. ... Spain is present at this would consist of the news and dec- nC ried programs will be included in a daily * “# | te t} at . tee ee ; asia 
grave moment for the countries of | larations made by officials of the | Ww hour and a half block from 10:30 sill a4 ~ he cag Agr age ag 
a ‘ aration: ¥ ‘ f als } wil e inevitable. A row in the 
our blood and gives the voice of | American Government and of the | EB DISSOLVES bee yt ey has also been pstoneP which might pee IE 
; "he ans ite Pan-American Union. The collab- | He 4 car) —_ . a Faalt 
alarm. The plans of the United | pire tecagy cig ts 7 - ye os | consolidated, opening preferred | Wind up in repudiation of the North 
- weaning ao wants ee | * 1k a pilot het he ; | Sydney, Dec. 8. | spots to religious, educational and American Regional Agreement, also 
bove board. The whole apparatus—/| ‘*ankee are very heterogeneous. | ibis ne : my is feared, although the Roosevel 
covamiele military and political—| They avail themselves of Spanish |_ Albert - Doyle Commonwealth | Commercial shows. ~ Sa vee 
7 


administration, including a majority 
of the Federal Communications 
Commission, is trying to avert any 
such development. 


The confused situation grows out 





of the Yankees has been set in| reds—hack writers at so much a Broadcasting System, comprising 23 
motion for drowning the yearnings, line—Jewish magnates, Masonry |COmmercial stations, has been dis- 


| : : e 
for independence and the growing| and any tropical lackey ripe for solved allegedly because of hints 
forces of Hispanic conscience in| selling himself. from politicos of the Labor Party Ca rs Iges 
Spanish America. From the ‘defense ‘In the field of publications they — a nt Re i of the matter of official notification 
of the Hemisphere’ to the ‘continental have already launched a magazine - See oe) ow ° of other parties that the signatories 


. . 

‘faery . F -to-the-minut io developing over local advertising. : 
solidarity’ there glides a series of| Of Up-to-the-minute pictures of Co es A ith is . i a ~ lare ready to go forward with the 
ies. wielded with the sole object, Current events—caricature of Life; = wes is now out of the shuffli nels ; ede 
topics, wielded wi 1e sole objec Lal stwork feild alinaet di reshuffling of channels and redesig- 
of hiding the eagerness of rapir ¢; confusionism purveyed between netwo! ield altogether and is con- - f . - tacts 

in} E ss apine o ‘ge , fini eel? ta the rati f its nation of transmitters. Differences 
the Anglo-Saxon world that is seeing | Photos and feminine silhouettes; ning i: o the operation of 1 ® in the lan 9 f tl tificati 
ee : fe SB) on. Readers Digest. saturated with | Own commercial station 2UW, Syd- a eS age © Xe FANINCATIONS 
its hegemony being lost in the rest of | © eacers Digest, saturated with pa F , 0 merica and announcements have caused 
the globe. | cheap doctrine and philosophical a lai ' . some uneasiness, with Cuba particu- 
recipes for use of the man in the socal advertisers complained that larly a stickler for compliance with 
: tj thers. : they had been getting the elbow Stics ipiian 5 
| street, and still others, all of them . EB + all formalities. The Cubans. who set 
on ia — _S : , ° . . " s+ ne > ‘ . or —_ = ° 
The moving-pictures, the radio} written up in Spanish and printed | from the stations in the Common- | the pace in disposing of prelimi- 
and the press are doing a lot of| jn New York.’ | wealth link and the Labor Party Schenectady, N. Y., Dec. 31. naries now want fo re-notify 
boasting by launching Pan-American politicians suggested that if they re-| Readers Digest, which recently answering the later subscriptions = 
caricatures of the same propaganda turned to power they would make | started publication of a South Amer- f 


? e Sane 
that the plutocracy in war has Toledo S Foreign Trade sure that commercial radio was com- | jcan edition in Spanish, will launch Delicate 





‘Pan-American Caricatures’ 


: } 6.9 ’ 1 . slices r ie > ; ” 
carried out in order to humbug the ™ pletely ‘cleaned up.’ Labor is not|Jan. 6 a quarter-hour’ evening Delicate diplomatic question has 
people of the United States, during | Braaches Contact Latin currently in power, but There’s a pos- { program of excerpts, on WGEO, Gen- | arisen. Most authorities feel the 
the last elections. . sibility of a switch in party power, | eral Electric’s short-wave station in | Pact must go into effect March 29, 
‘An unfounded panic is being ( t nd Vi WLWO0 and Commonwealth doesn’t want to | Schenectady. Spanish shot, fired once | the fixed date, even if it is not en- 
4 Ou s . ° ms irely oree: le ] > 
spread from the microphones of the | oun mes la take any risks on future political an- | weekly, will consist of straight read- tirely agreeable to all parties. But 
. j " » ‘ j >| iy rides ( ‘ : 
National Broadcasting Co. in Spanish —_—— tagonism. ings, dialoged material and perhaps 'f eae vcagyy, Gecides to take more 
The celluloid rolls, the symphonic Cincinnati, D 31 The local advertisers claimed that | an occasional dramatization. time, the dilemma is whether the 
D> 5S) C incinnatl, ec. ° every tim >a loca] statio 1 ot a net- Pr _ il b z » “d b ibe -- | senate would have to go through 
concerts and dramatic and literary First outside municipal tie-in by y time a i0Cal Sté n g 4 rogram Wii e airec y mem rs s “ ; 
i : a wing _ oe ~ "| work account it lifted a local ad-|of GE’s stable of Spanish-language | the ratification ceremony a second 
programs are being broadcast It | Crosley’s international WLWO was a ; : é ar 2 alae spas - , : 
; Naualiet ,  aghgge ae yeast sy : ay Ye vertiser out of a choice spot on the | mikers | time (opening the door for a new 
ls an Offensive on all the fronts’! 45-minute rogram Monday (30) : E : _ aeeailt } Cee Ts 
. a aes 7 a schedule,and gave it to the network assault on the clear-channel policy 
against the liberty of Spanish’ night originating in Toledo, O. Spon- . : 








: ann P cihly mncett ‘ ne 2nriT 
client. It was also claimed that na- and possibly upsetting the entire 





America. .. . The first zone of in-| sored by the Toledo Chamber of tional advertiser were making a m apple-cart) and the others would be 
fluence, with strategic positions l e- . } stan rg lesigned mo z eee Pipag <a i - 
, ns ‘ s, al-| Commerce, the stanza was designec “ 7 E forced t nes he whhor.et a 
ateg p n Ste 5 strong bid to dominate the choice on on a Ing orced to repeat their rubber-stamp 


ing act. 


ready in the hands of the Gringo,|to wrap the world in New Year's ik ek Senemehan aaa 
. . } . . ] ) roaacas scnedl S 

reaches all the way to Colombia... .’| greetings from industries in that city P* x eee 8 or 
é pane 7 ee es and that the activity on the part 
A potpourri of all the standard | Which engage in foreign trade. 














If the clear-channel issue is 


: ’ of various factors to cooperate with brought ip, result may be dis- 
ot 2 . 22Oc " ‘ +} . nt} tiny r . _ ; 
Nazi hates creep into most of the at- Occasion was the annual dinner national advertisers in that direc- London, Dec. 2. astrous Other signatories all want 
sila : . ata : _ am factir- ial Jtle lV at stl tflidl L111 € - F y . : - : l pte l i i ailtl 
tacks. The American radio and Hol- for salesmen of Toledo Manuractur~ | tion has resulted in the creation of BBC spotting a series around | such exclusive ribbons, regardless of 
ly wood become symbols of British ing firms. It was held in the Com- Seanaii i aoa ati alonw the names to be given the 50 American how certain U S elements feel, 
. sates =! ea? ee ae mmission rakeors ali aiong I : a ‘a : ae ‘Th . . ACT ’ 
propaganda, Jewish mereantilism modore Perry hotel and was at- line’ destroyers shipped this side Town as was testified by Mexico's demand 
reem: og + ’ - \|tended by 600 persons neludin eee “om hich WwW appendages are ons Reemtulen. 4 | 
Freemasonry, Monroeism, democratic ten led DV 60 persons, 1 z ee trom which new appendages are | for considerably more than she re- 
degeneracy, disguised imperialism | Toledo officials. D f A Doy] taken have composites in U. S. A ceived. As long as the Cubans, Ca- 
y : enanraet . Yiracted a +} ec} mm the Albert Joyie group , ' , 1 : z 
and whathaveyou. Further  para- Broadcast was directed at Sou ; ye Oey | Tecordins will cover the 10- |; and Mexicans feel that way, 
7 , , meric ece May ] TT_W t¢ yult net rK 1d means 1a . OL ’ Ril) } ay ; . 
graphs from the same source bear America Joege Mavoral WLWO gq wate! ; oe calities (R ion ( t i Mo . ; would he yele to . a 
this out: nnouncer, interviewed some of To- tne Stations riy in the Com- | ,omery, etc.,) seeking local color and the é ' - 
orm . . edo leading industrialists and monwealt! K ll now connne | - ative interest te af the te ewntad , r 
ine American motion pictures, |,~~ o% y 4 . eee He tirelv to local busines ; = - , ite 1 aga t 
devoid at than . F = ra islated their remarks v Spa ish hemsely € I y to io0cal DUuSINE 7 t: F ere . oe vue : fas 
> V( ) ay "ONntent n . 1i+3 4) ae vne : : ' ‘ 
= f human content and a and Partususse Labor po ive always frowned John Gielgud airs the Henri the Raters ay oe cs ten 
‘re enr? y ‘hinerv far sets y ' eo a. ee te acl RD ae ait CPE SG ¢ yi | < l I - 
wen colebem ” the — hing ry for Cablegrams from fi reign s esmer! On any nf ugnt expand Into ie iier nart r (; lor Daviot t atte | j trie jiner 
=} Son os - a ° La At Bis Oe . a ruaad I a in h ivViO rY al I lark ind it pf ler 
crushing the yearnings of inde- Tala GSAT RE arknow). a monopoly. and with commercial sages =o aa if a 
endenc . a " f loleado companies, WNO acKnOWw! igepla | é La wis W < in ab ¢ P = 
pendence of Spanish-America, are a eae ee : a tha 1 act radio thi | P etwor] lea | j : ial ;, . 7 
edge e ) cas A ra " , f f rie ( r ‘ 
now being devoted almost xclu- ; : : , tHhreatar e our the . 
Bivelv “ Pn fal Pat y “* were registered with lights on a huge nreatening ‘ nas ine con originaii\ f t ct nitments pre- a 1 tne « isl y r int ference be- 
lve| to le alsifice yr he ‘ a ro) , y uN f | 38 roup : } ; 
great p de see ; os atlas, de ating ts of reception. | ol Of poweriul busine groups | vented his appeara é itre tween t ( ind ( ’ yuld 
real resent-aé 2velonments a Slat . 45% tan 4 . 
tg iy _ developments | Crosley’s WLW carried a separate these pc ted that | product ' 
1@ worid over, and they are an- _ ee ee the affair It as soon % é e into powe ‘ 
nouncir that f ‘ lo-minute } gram ¢ © dallc« _- “= The off . wiHitude 7 that the 
‘ouncing tnat from now on they 7 —— wi oO an. sin tt r e to take drastic : oo : —e adap . 
will launch Pan i: te vas miked by Fred Foster, staff a age Pies 3rvan Michie’s takeover of a ck 1 to become woriekiere 
oe aunen Fa 1-America subject nisin steps agail ia me al broadcast- oes = ; ages ‘ “ap - eee 
According t +h youthr Ses f ‘ Ma ' wis . 7 the f ea date J nswer 
Vs . Ms to the moult i 1eces' ol st sledo pape rs deve ted gobs of ers. ture into the weekly « c, , ; sagen! Be “tag eae 
ankee motion pictures these have nace including front-page nlurges Bt. age ad f ; , / ! ri ) 
n store for us serie: of Gils Da 7 ‘ ‘ ‘ : chil i 4 ail nie i r ] or mulid ne 
mitaen Pee elles Me 4 ee | on WLWO's international coverage Church of England . f ‘ o 
erein the triumph of sex app oie mevant t q me 
. e eve ‘ aT » > ra) ore es ‘ 
v » adorned with 1 » a ' ( ire Ice Hockey | | l Li. 
al j 1 ) ly nent of ¢t] - seek f ‘ ‘ nerate thei . 1 , ; 4 
-_ H pant An erican wome 7 S F W OODELL WITH wok 
octavalo of Ecuador full of Inca : = tor al the} . ‘ ) $ 
evocations: the gay pollera of Pan- NRC SHORTWAVE DIV Ber. Fuller, 1 enine | a or , ' ; 
ama ill m t} ora a l he 3 : 7 e and ri +-4 4 4 . ‘ f ‘ . he : a 
@ portion of Andalusian : efil- . . erating e outiet if they get it : ° 
. ndalusian graceful Ree Purdell ee lot ‘ D panee ‘ ; the 
n¢ ca tal card and the Ss F W le] wl has been ad- , : , ' 
i€nce . the | nit The No! wort , ry re for Packard's ex- T 
Americans are decided to den , wr ae eee oe ] th 
t are aeciaed to el :* port dl\ n s ce ivol Vili ¢ Ja uU 
Strate to the countries f South 1k } Aa & 26 omar n NRC'’e in- 
Ain pean es i COUTILU ne sie oou id pe ) ¢ i € M ] l NB © Svd Walker 4 ‘r) R 
merica their goodwill, and, as at ternational division | f j . ‘ f f 
' ay hhov rioon-figure of 
example, they are going to sunply He will be on the staff of L. P. . 4 eae 
4 ; Pot: oS ga : : wal 
Us with good neighbor films—films | Yandel]. manager of commercial in- - : 
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KMOX, St. Louis, 
Drops Baseball 
For Web Biz 


St. Louis, Dec. 31. 


KMOxX is the third CBS station to 
ditch majcr league baseball broad- 
casting for the 1941 season. For the 
past seven years, KMOX 
France Laux in the role of chief 
spieler has been airing all home 
games of the Cards and Browns 
from Sportsman’s Park. Kellogg, 





Socony Vacuum and General Mills | 


have been the bankrollers, the latter 
two during the past two 
Merle Jones explains that with base- 
ball out five strips for General Mills 
and programs for Colgate, Procter & 


Gamble and Wrigley will remain on | 


CBS during the entire year. 
Formerly it was necessary for the 


with | 


seasons. | 
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Buenos Aires, Dec. 15. 


INTRODUCTION 


Between the Columbia Broadcasting System, herein- 
after called Columbia, party of the first part, and Mr, 
Jaime Yankelevich, hereinafter called Radio Belgrano, 
party of the second part, the following agreement is 


reached: 
DEFINITIONS 


1. Columbia dedicates itself in the United States of 
America to the exploitation of a radio transmissions 
| network, and is constructing two international stations 
| which will broadcast with a power of 50,000 watts 
| each, capable of transmitting programs to Radio Bel- 
| grano, who will re-transmit them. All programs so 
| transmitted by Columbia are called ‘international pro- 
| grams.’ The international programs for which Colum- 
| bia receives payment from its customers shall be 
called ‘paid programs’ and those which are not paid 
| shall be called ‘sustained programs.’ Both parties, 
| that is, Radio Belgrano and Columbia, recognize that 








accounts to go off the air during the | the number of listeners will increase, and willingness, 
20 weeks of baseball, shift to other | comprehension and cooperation will be greater, if in 
time or go to other markets. Under | Columbia's programs are included special numbers for 
the new setup Ken Church, sales the Latin American republics, always provided that in 





manager, for KMOX will have but 
two 15-minute strips, between 3 and 
5 p.m., to sell. 

Only two other local stations are 
certain to broadcast baseball next 
season. KWK has been in the field 
for many years and last season | 
KXOK joined with Charles ‘Gabby’ | 
Street, former Cardinal manager, 
winning lots of followers with his 
between innings analysis for the) 
Hyde Park Breweries. 


Christmas Day Auto 
Accidents Fatal To 
Bill Dye, Stanley Kaye 


Cleveland, Dec. 31. 


Christmas day auto crash here | 
claimed life of William Dye, former | 
radio executive for Interstate Adver- | 
tising Agency and collaborator of | 
Bill Ackerman on current Duquesne | 
Beer sportsmen’s' program via 
WTAM, Cleveland. Dye was 27. 

Dye joined Interstate eight years 
ago to handle agency’s radio shows 
and broke ground for recent tie-up | 
with Ackerman three years ago} 
when latter was doing sportsmen’s | 
show for Canfield Oil. Dye at time | 
was writing commercials: for pro- 
grams and recently left Interstate 
to join Ackerman in radio work and | 
Hunting and Fishing Guide publica- 
tion. | 

Christmas day auto accident | 
proved fatal also for Stanley Kaye, | 
local advertising man, who headed | 
agency bearing his name. 

Kaye handled I. J. Fox account | 
which currently has two daily shows 
with Helen Wyant, organist, and | 
Dick O’Heren, singer, aired via WHK | 
and WCLE. 

Kaye, native of New York, came 
here six years ago. He was 35. 


HUMBLE OIL ALSO 
SPONSORS BOWL GAME) 


San Antonio, Dec. 31. | 
The Cotton Bow] game to be| 
played at Dallas on New Year’s Day | 
between the Fordham team and the 
one from Texas A. & M. College will | 
be given ‘double coverage’ in the | 
state. Humble Oil & Refining Co. | 
will sponsor a broadcast of the game | 
to the Texas Quality network. Game | 
is to also be sponsored over the Mu- | 
tual network by Knox Gelatine Co. | 
Reports had been that this was to | 
be an exclusive broadcast for the 
gelatine. 


~ ‘Still the Oldest 


Crescent Hour of Music (Crescent | 
Macaroni), oldest continuous com- | 
mercial broadcast on any radio sta- | 
tion, will celebrate its 1,000th con- | 
secutive airing over WHO on Dec 
28. | 


The program started April 17, 125. | 


























Hayes Adds a Title 


Arthur Hull Hayes has been ap- 
pointed general manager of WABC, 
New York, key outlet of CBS. He 
became sales manager of the station 





each country an exclusive re-transmission is made by 
the loca] stations. Such international programs will 
include news of national and international events, mu- 
sical presentations, dramatic works and other entertain- 
ment coming from the United States, as also informa- 
tive, educational, cultural and general interest pro- 
grams, and all others of public acceptance and interest. 
By virtue of the above, Columbia designates Radio Bel- 
grano, and the latter accepts this designation, as its 
only and exclusive representative for the whole of the 
territory of the Argentine Republic. It is understood 
that this designation refers to questions of broadcasting, 
re-transmission of programs, reception of same, etc., 
as well as all negotiations direct or indirect covering 
the artistic part, and in general the making up of pro- 
grams (live-talent), excepting those cases referred to 
at the end of paragraph 11. These dispositions, as 
well as any others included in these presents with 
regard to the making up of programs, do not refer in 
any case to transmissions of news. 


FREE SUSTAINERS 


2. Columbia authorizes Radio Belgrano to receive and 
re-transmit all sustained programs, without paying any- 
thing for same, as well as those others the broadcasting 
of which is requested by custon.ers. Columbia estab- 
lishes that it will broadcast a minimum average of 
20 hours per week of paid and sustained programs. 


CBS AS SOLE AGENT 


8. Radio Belgrano authorizes Columbia to act as only 
and exclusive representative in the United States, to 
all commercial and artistic ends, provided Columbia 
is able to render satisfactory services. 


EXCLUSIVITY 


4. It is agreed that Radio Belgrano, with the stations 
depending on it, will make transmissions as the exclu- 
sive broadcaster of Columbia in the Argentine Repub- 
lis, that it will announce them in this way, and agrees 
not to broadcast or re-transmit the programs of any 
other station or chain of stations in the United States. 


TRANSMISSION QUALITY 














5. Radio Belgrano will re-transmit the paid interna- 
tional programs that Columbia requests it to do so, pro- 
vided that the technical quality of same does not harm 
the interests of Radio Belgrano, and that they are 
received during the hours in which Radio Belgrano is 
authorized to broadcast them. Columbia may, if it 
deems it advisable, provide such international programs 
by means of records, and Radio Belgrano will re- 
transmit them, provided it is requested to do so, in 
place of or,in addition to the regular re-transmissions. 
Radio Belgrano, or the stations depending on it, will 
not transmit any paid program unless authorized by 
Columbia. Columbia will advise, with a minimum 
of 10 days in advance, of the initiation of new inter- 
national programs paid for by new customers, the re- 
transmission of which by Radio Belgrano is requested 


by Columbia. 
CBS STANDARDS 


6. Columbia has the right to reject any advertiser 
recommended by Radio Belgrano when it understands 
that the product to be advertised, or the character of 
the advertising are not situable for the Columbia pro- 


grams. 
CBS MUST BE CREDITED 


7. In all Columbia programs sold by Radio Belgrano, 
the announcements must mention the Columbia Broad- 








| casting System as well as the station or stations of 


Radio Belgrano. 
COMMERCIAL LIMITS 


8. Upon selling Columbia programs, Radio Belgrano 
may not dedicate more than three minutes to com- 
mercial announcements in each half hour program, nor 
more than one minute and a half in each program of 
fifteen minutes’ duration. All commercial announce- 
ments must be made at the beginning or at the end 
of the programs, and the latter may not be interrupted 
at any time for the broadcasting of commercial an- 


nouncements. 
FINANCING 


9. It is especially agreed that the tariffs of prices, 
conditions, etc., covering the financial part, shall be 
covered in an additional agreement: Payment shall be 
made to Radio Belgrano by Columbia in United States 








in 1937, after three years as eastern 
sales manager. 


| currency by means of checks against a bank in New 
| York, within 20 days following Columbia’s fiscal pe- 
| riod, of four or five weeks according to circumstances, 
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programs which have been re-transmitted by Radio 
Belgrano. Radio Belgrano will send to Columbia, by 
mail, weekly statements of all programs re-transmitted 
by the station, and of all the impressions and programs 
transmitted, on forms to be supplied by Columbia. 
Whenever possible, Radio Belgrano will make up and 
transmit records announcing the paid international 
programs to be re-transmitted by the station. 


REBATE RESPONSIBILITY 


10. Neither Columbia nor Radio Belgrano shall be 
responsible for defects in the transmission or re-trans- 
mission due to causes beyond their control. In cases 
of faults or defects in the transmission neither party 
shall be obligated to make reciprocal payments and 
the advertisers shall be relieved of the expense of their 
broadcast. Neither party shall be guilty before the 
other for claims made by third parties, whether they 
originate on account of lack of broadcasting facilities, 
failure of equipment, actions or protests of customers, 
strikes, or any other cause or reason beyond the con- 
trol of the party. 


ECONOMICAL TALENT 


11. Columbia for making up the programs destined 
for Argentine will make exclusive use of the artistic 
services that Radio Belgrano can supply, and its pres- 
ent or future agencies, the artists for such programs to 
be supplied under the most economical conditions pos- 
sible. Likewise Columbia will supply te Radio Bel- 
grano only and exclusively the artists that it may 
eventually need, in a spirit of reciprocity, also under 
the most favorable terms. Both parties, however, are 
at liberty to deal directly with the artists or their 
agents, when the other party has advised that it can- 
not comply with the request. 


BELGRANO GUARANTEE 


12. Radio Belgrano guarantees at all times the best 














possible technical re-transmission through proper 
equipment. 
SUBJECT TO FCC 
13. All contractual obligations established herein 


shall be subject to all the present and future laws, rules, 
regimentations and decrees applicable to the Federal 
Communications Commission of the United States, and 
the Direction General of Posts & Telegraphs in the 
Argentine, respectively. 


COURTS 


14. To all effects of these presents the parties are 
subject to the dispositions of the Courts of the United 
States with regard to questions that may arise with 
Columbia, and to the Argentine Courts when the ques- 
tions originate with Radio Belgrano. 


FOR FIVE YEARS 


16. This contract, with regard to the re-transmis- 
sions, will come into effect not before the first of Sep- 
tember, 1941, at which date the international stations 
mentioned should have the license to operate with 
50,000-watt power, and the rulings of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission will permit the operations 
specified herein, the contract to end on the first of 
September, 1946. 

With regard to the artistic part in general, the con- 
tract shall be in force as from the date it is signed. 

Both parties in full agreement with all caluses of 
these presents, they obligate themselves to faithful 
compliance with same, in proof of which two copies of 
the same tenor and to one effect are signed in the city 
of Buenos Aires on the fifth day of the month of De- 
cember, 1940. 


Additional Agreement 


There will be in both directions sustained and spon- 
sored programs. Radio Belgrano shall have the right 
to sell sustained programs of Columbia upon receiving 
approval from Columbia in each case. In these cases 
Radio Belgrano will pay 50% of the total net amount 
it receives from the sponsors to Columbia. In each 
case Columbia will negotiate with Radio Belgrano for 
programs originating in Argentina for commercial 
sponsorship in the United States. Columbia guaran- 
tees that all programs originating in Argentina will be 
broadcast through the technical facilities of Radio Bel- 
grano. If a sponsor in the United States 














Belgrano and its chain. Radio Belgrano agrees to 
notify Columbia at least 30 days in advance of the ef- 
fective date of any change of rates. In view of actual 
circumstances, whereby Columbia has powerful short 
wave transmitters under their own _ exploitation, 
whereas actual laws and decrees in Argentina prevent 


Radio Belgrano from having such stations, Radio Bel- | 


grano will have to use other facilities as program car- 
riers. Therefore Columbia will pay always the tech- 
nical expenses of such transmissions. It is agreed that 
Don Jaime Yankelevich also has the right to transmit 
sustained programs on either Radio Belgrano or Radio 
Argentina. The word ‘chain’ refers to the present 
known chain in the Argentine Republic (list of sta- 
tions follows). No changes can be made in this chain, 
unless by a redistribution of stations or increase in 
power always the.same coverage can be guaranteed. 
All contracts with sponsors between Columbia and 
Radio Belgrano will have a maximum duration of one 
year, and as to the financial effects, every time a con- 
tract is signed the official rate of exchange between 


dollars and pesos at that moment will be taken as a | 


basis for negotiations. If Columbia sees within two 
years that financial reasons do not justify the continu- 
ation of this contract, Columbia will have the right to 
cancel, always with six months prior indication, and 
in this event Columbia is obliged not to make any other 
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requests | 
re-transmission by Radio Belgrano, with or without the | 
Argentine chain, Columbia will pay to Radio Belgrano 

for such programs 50% of the net local rates of Radio 


Station Has Its 
Own Version 


Of One-Cent Sale 


Longview, Texas, Dec. 31, 

| Station KFRO has completed plang 
| for its Third Annual One Cent Sale 
in connection with the observance of 
the station’s anniversary (the sixth) 
in January. The sale is available to 
national advertisers who purchase 

| time during the month of January to 

; run for more than 13 weeks. 


Advertisers who purchase one unit 
of broadcast service can get an addi. 
tional unit for one cent. 


Red, Blue Spiit Publicity; 
Briggs Into N. Y. Post 
As Chotzinoff Resigns 


Separate press sheets (the perfo- 
rated ones) will be issued hereafter 
for the NBC blue and red networks, 
This is one further step to empha- 
| size the segregation of the two arms 
of NBC. 

Meantime, some personnel changes 
have occurred in the NBC press de- 
partment at Radio City, New York, 
Bill Neal goes to Washington and 
Bill Norris supplants him on the 
night desk. Charles Pekor tempoe 
rarily is handling trade press relae 
| tions until Bill Kostka sets a suc- 
cessor. 

John Briggs leaves NBC for the 
New York Post to handle the musi¢e 
|editorship after a break-in period. 
| His satirical pieces on how a police 
reporter would review opera made a 
hit with that daily. Samuel Chot- 
| zinoff is retiring from the Post muse 
sic editorship entirely because of his 
new duties as manager of the NBC 
music division. Heretofore, he has 
been merely ‘musical advisor’ to the 
web. 


JOE REAM MUST REPLY 
TO TWO QUESTIONS 

















Joseph H. Ream, secretary of Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting Ine.,, 
was ordered to appear for examinae 
tion before trial in the N. Y. sue 
preme court Jan. 6, 1941, by Justice 
Ferdinand Pecora, in connection 
with a suit by Epoch Producing 
Corp. against CBS. Exemination will 
be limited to two questions, the 
rights of plaintiff to ‘The Birth of a 
Nation,’ and the attempts of CBS 
to secure a sponsor for its proposed 


System, 


series with the same title. 
Plaintiff is the owner of the film 
‘rights, and claims on Sept. 2, 1940, 


over WABC, CBS broadcast a prose 
gram using the title ‘Birth of a Nae 


tion.’ This constituted a violation 
'of plaintiff’s rights, and an injunec- 
tion, accounting of profits, and dames 
ages are sought. Defense is that 


only one broadcast was given of the 
series, and CBS stopped as soon as 
notified by Epoch. 


AFFRONT TO PRESS 


Crediting Radio Is Called Tactless on 
Football Games 


San Francisco, Dec. $1. 

Heavy play radio is getting in cone 
nection with the Shrine East West 
charity game Wednesday (1) drew & 
burn from Prescott Sullivan, Exam- 
iner sports columnist. In his ‘The 
Low Down’ for Monday (23), Sulll- 
van cracked: 
| ‘Shrine game officials ought to 

be told that no newspaper man 
present at the Shrine football 
luncheon the other day failed to 
notice the fact that the press was 
given almost no credit whatever 
for building the Shrine contest 
into the sellout attraction it is 
today. Since...1925, San Frane 
cisco newspapers have plugged 
away...yet at the Shrine lunch- 
eon a group ef oil company ex 
ecutives and radio underlings 
took all the bows.’ 

Referred to Associated Oil, which 
sponsors majority of Coast games but 
| bowed out this year to Gillette, and 
|KFRC staffers who will mike the , 
| play. 





Gordon Gray, publisher, Winston- 























He continues as sales manager as | during which period Columbia will have received from 
well as general manager, | Radio Belgrano vouchers for the paid international 


similar arrangement with any broadcaster in the Ar- | Salem (N. C.) Journal and Sentinel, 
gentine Republic for a period of six months after the | plans 50,000 watts, 14.100 k.c. station 
definite expiration of the contract. jon Clingman’s Peak, near here, 
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Inside Stuff—Radi 
Eric Boden of KYA, San Francisco, holds the unique record of sing : 
the first man ever to ad lib over Radio Athlone in Ireland. Boden, prior 
to winning American Bar Association trip to America as champion orator | 


of Ireland, produced a show called ‘Radio Diary,’ sort of a March of Time. | 
After it had been on the air two years, they decided it would be interesting | 














to find out if anyone were listening. So Boden scared heck out of the WIFE AS SUB / Conaiilibne Investigated Personal Advice Bureau 
entire government radio department by digressing from his script one| ee ° 
night and asking for fan mail. Flood of letters which resulted saved his! Seek Sponsor Okay as Oldfield Be- Counsellor and Lodged Protests—Author Advises 
job . | comes Army Man Social Workers to ‘Get Mad and Do Something’ 
Announcer-producer since has commuted the Atlantic seven times and! ee 
formerly was Eire correspondent for various U. S. dailies. His present | Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 31. + —__—_——— 


sein: Seca "6 is ‘ > show -_ ee : eae ’ aes wee = John J. Anthony, dispenser of 
chores include KYA’s ‘Your Irish Name’ show. Recently brought over Nan} KFOR’s program department is | ° ; eae ee 7 

McCarthy, Irish composer-singer-arranger who conducted a symphony in| busying itself with mike schooling Duce Quip Creeps In personal advice’ on the NBC net- 
| the old country and is looking for a similar orch to baton here. Sings sans of Mrs. Barney Oldfield, wife of the work ‘Good Will Hour’ program, is 





accompaniment for two reasons (a) it’s an old Irish custom, (b) saves Station’s former Hollywood gabber, | Much comment heard around attacked but not by name in an arti- 
) accompanist fee. ,who is now a captain in the army. the trade Monday (30) about the = cle by MacEnnis Moore appearing in 
She'll probably be given the pro-| latitude which NBC allowed od ies — of 0 —e 
: Fred Weber, Mutual general manager, in a memorandum to affiliates | 8T@™ after the middle of January. It we Eo os ay ath Noon vee he el aa 4 a oo 
} suggested that they study the regulations as proposed by Mutual to the has been carried on under Oldfield’s oy tee, Ser ee Eee —" tee was formed in 1938 within the 
Federal Communications Commission and reprinted in the N. A. B. Bulle- tag since Nov. 27, by Bill Messner. me enoee eee a New York chapter of the American 

a none 606i. who labels himself as a ‘man Fri-| Tiers against any personal ref- | “©W %0. . 
tin of Dec. 6, pag day.’ erences to Hitler and Mussolini Association of Social Workers to 


Weber’s memo points out that the Mutual proposal ‘advocates regula- 


c by the dramatic or comed ro- check up on this program and to 
tions only in locations where there are an inadequate number of radio| _ Mrs. Oldfield goes to 500 or more |- °° - i 














u gram route. call upon, and lodge protests with, 
stations of comparable competitive facilities, and restriction against con-, {!™S annually. Program is spon- | Benny wrapped his barb in an | the sponsor, the advertising agency, 
trolled contract affiliation of two stations in the same area by one network S°red by the J. H. Cooper-Par thea- | allegory. He first spoke of the (the broadcaster and the expert. dis- 
| ‘ company.’ Also, ‘such regulation would encourage greater free competition ““°*: | two hoodlums across the pool penser himself. Additionally it ad- 
and greater varied service to the public listeners.’ es who were raising an awful mess, dressed the FCC and the American 

. ——— | Crosley Men Join Army | and then added, ‘One of those Medical Association. 
Frank Kelly, city clerk of Miami, informs Variety that the city was | Cincinnati. Dec. 31. | guys doesn't seem to be happy Nothing came of the whole effort 
¢ never formally approached in regard to paying line charges for either the| Ensign Herbert Ervin, on the! about it right now.’ apparently except Moore's article. 
Jack Benny or Fred Allen programs. Miami never refused to foot legiti- |Crosley engineering staff since 1936, | He is field representative of the 
mate publicity expenses. ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ film premiere and broad- | left last week for the Canal Zone to American Foundation for the Blind. 
. cast was called off by Paramount for its own reasons. |'become a Naval reservist. Lieut. | While revealing that the radio com- 
g Rev. Dick Evans, head of the Florida Congress of Democracy, goi finan- Robert Booth, a WLW-WSAI engin- | mittee has disbanded Moore subcap- 
cial aid from Miami to bring down the NBC Town Hall forum by simply eer since 1933, departs Jan. 5, for tions his piece ‘Get mad next Sunday 


. se ° a ; E f © C Ss ing ¢ it’ 
appearing before the city commission and stating his case. Only one dis- | Philadelphia to become an instruc- and do something about it. 


s ° ° » 1 - ‘ - : 6 — 

: senting vote was registered. Miami is keen for nearly any kind of a jtor of airplane radio engineering, | ? “a Ge ae dae 
aie « ve j ri icity « tlac . " F | q at L Cc i De 

:, special attraction with publicity angles. | Jay Fix, WSAI announcer since erates for profit is accompanied by 

4 Seniees 
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| ° 
' las 4g ' y yilé » ar . : 
Quiet resignation of George B. Porter, long-time member of the Fed- aig Reems harlige an hong ™ vontnnd ak Gant PP sian PP am 
a eral Communications Commission legal force, from his recent assignment | l or others of his ty e ° are — 
\e of special counsel] to the chain-monopoly committee is puzzling industry | Minneapotis, Dec. 31. desirably exploiting sanan suffering, 
:< observers in Washington. Retained around Thanksgiving to be prepared | C10 Unio Or 1 On three days’ notice and at the confusion and ignorance they, the 
to argue several fundamental questions of fact, Potter went off the payroll | n ganizes |Biow advertising agency’s request,' trained social workers,ehave been 
t) a few days after the oral argument early in December. Significance is | | Phill f iy) ° Station WCCO conceived, produced | pictured too often as unattractive, 
ic seen in the fact he did not open his mouth during the forensics. He's back n HIY FOF WMYIVE [ana arranged to have surveyed a| officioys, unkindly persons. Moore 
d. in private practice. ° . half-hour variety show which was! reports: ‘The Chichgo Social Work 
8 — On Radio Engineers aired for the first time last Saturday, | Publicity Council, going into its 
a NBC blue is wondering how Facts Consolidated, program checking out- | Dec. 28, at 6-6:30 p.m. (CST). Biow sixth year of radio interpretation of 
t- fit on the west coast, recently came to add Fresno and Tacoma to its | : jhaa called for a homey type of %a- social work fs launching a new pro- 
Na survey list without including San Diego, or Sacramento. CBS, it was} Philadelphia, Dec. 31. lrietv show featuring the sort of mu- | gram, ‘Constance Grey—social work- 
is pointed out, has no station in San Diego. As Facts Consolidated’s check-| The American Communications | sic “which, it is believed, has the | er’ which will atfempt to picture the 
iC ing coverage now stands, CBS is represented by local outlets in eight} Association (CIO) has set up head- most appeal for the Northwest audi- social worker as she is—a likeable, 
ag cities, the red, in seven cities, and the blue, in six cities. The blue is of | quarters here for a national organ-! ences, as well as any comedy angles| human person by no means in- 
ne the opinion that this restriction tends to give a distorted picture in that | ization drive of radio stations. Atj|and personalities which the station failible but trying to do a sincere 
the blue’s ratings suffer from the omissions | a meeting held of reps of locals from | might be able to inject. The show intelligent job of helping people in 
} aia Philly, New York, Buffalo, Wash-! was for possible sponsorship by an trouble.’ A new cooperative deal 
PM, new New York daily, which is one of the few papers in the country | ington, Baltimore and other nearby | ‘unspecified’ client (Philip Morris’ with KXOK, St. Louis, is also re- 
that regularly takes cognizance of the fact that its readers may also listen | cities, it was voted to establish aj|other name at Biow). And WCCO ported. Moore describes ‘trading 
te to radio news reports, took a new and bolder step in that direction Mon-| National Broadcast Division of the | decided to take a flier on it. upon human difficulty’ over the air 
iS : day (30). | ACA to bring the personnel of the Result was a half-hour show in the following passage: 
Following the President’s national defense talk the night before, PM’s | ®ation’s studios into the fold. The’ called ‘Down at the Crossroads.’ Sunday night. Jack Benny and 
top head, covering half of page wne, was: ‘Even If You Heard FDR's Speech executive board of ACA, which has Using WCCO’s comedians, Clellan Walter Winchell have made their 
'0- You Should Read It.’ Under that was the line, ‘Hitler Probably Read | 14,000 members, pledged its financial | Card and Eddie Gallagher, the pro- Weekly contributions to American 
Cu, These Excerpts a Dozen Times’. Snatches of the speech followed, | support to the campaign. gram was based on the ‘doings of tial fr and are silent. Twisting the 
lae ‘a L. E. Littlejohn, WFIL engineer} the folks in Red Eye Township.’ |“ al for a little good music to fortify 
ue Mutual has installed an AP teletype machine at WOR, New York, for | and president of the Philly local of | Hayseed gagging and the 12-piece 1 Suid another r week's waste We Gemma 
ice last-minute news flashes over the network. Will merely supplement the | the broadcast division, was named WCCO orchestra, vocal octet, Har- upon i voice om” conver sation. eae 
on regular twice-daily news summary and the other scheduled news programs. | secretary-treasurer of the national monica Twins, Harry Habata and hi pce tr oad | vain lags fe sic nal bhi 
ing Idea of the AP machine is that WOR, which uses UP and Transradio | drive. Saul C. Waldbaum, local CIO accordion, and a new vocalist and emi a . er Br) var oe 
ill news commercially, can’t supply it to the network. Flashes from the tele- | attorney, was appointed national | Vivian Florin, 17-year-old St. Paul sas : — — — oe 
the type machine will be put on the network from New York, instead of the counsel. eieiiahooniana It is the Pi in which age Bt ‘ 
fa news having to wait for the regular five-minute summary from Chicago. 7 wana) > ame - ate ne. oan cial radio station sells lens to a sen ! 
BS : etree ; i * cern marketing a product which, in ( 
ed Satevepost’s Jan. 11 issue will carry a story by Lucien Cary on the | alt vi f L th (’ t () June, 1935, the Federal Trade Com- ti 
annual shoot of the National Muzzle Rifle Association, held at Friendship, er aler 0 ll erans ll mission had ordered to stop making ; 
iim Ind., 35 miles from Cincy, two months ago. Event is a WLW promotion, | extravagant claims such a neers ia 
40, | directed by Boss Johnson, dean of the station’s staff of rural gossipers. It | night elimination of indigestion, q | 
roe draws scores of men and women shooters from all parts of the country. ? F constipation, nervousness, skin erup- 
va- | Cary’s story will be illustrated with 10 color and seven black-and-white CKLW, Windsor, Silences Clergyman as He Says tions—overnight conversion of the 
ion hotos by Ivan Dmitri. - ° skinny and the scrawny into t ; 
nee | , : — | U. S. Government Might Censor Him Sacer Cale aan te Meee i 
ims Milton Diamond, who was in the thick of things for the American Society Holm | 
hat of Composers, Authors and Publishers as far as the negotiations with the | ‘It is the hour of personal advice f 
the U. S. Department of Justice about a consent decree were concerned, is a St. Louis, Dec. 31. who plead to hurl the country into the hour in which a reeular supply ; 
as member of the firm of Diamond, Rabin, Botein & Mackay. The last named, There is a likelihood that a com-/ war get free use of the radio while of free talent is procured by the sim- i 
David Mackay, is counsel for RCA Victor, a sister subsidiary of NBC in, plaint will be made to the Mutual | we who pay full station rates to ple device of trading upon the 
the RCA combine. Since then the consent decree proceedings have col- | Broadc asting System by Rev. Walter preach are cut off the air.” Campeau troubles of confused people through 
lapsed. A. Maier of Concordia Sem nary explained his action by stating ‘It convincing them that a three-minute 
petaisied |here, because his talk on the was the feeling of the management pep-talk over a national hookup by 
H. V. Kalienborn, after reporting an estimate by NBC that 75 of the | coast-to-coast Lutheran ‘Bb ur pro- that the statements being made war- in ‘expert in human relations’ will 
; on 50,000,000 sets in the U. S. would be tuned to President Roosevelt's Sunday | gram originating at Kl FO and fed ranted our act on _We are held re- | craft roses inte the thare of 7 
night fireside chat. and that ‘pel -haps’ there would be ‘80,000,000 listener ;*1 to the web by KW K was ; ut on por a by . ° os n gs O n | m1 ila ny It t} hour 
1 declared ‘This means that radio has made it po ble to re-create the free . CKLW, Windsor, — — ssi Bicol Sa hans ae oes ye , wie - wl nf » od ; bie 
a assem! ly of all people at the same time, a thir g impossible since the time oe oa none =a hi h ; are that ar : iy a + ‘ bs os a to. ae on the 
est ¢ of Athens in the days of the Greek republic. vear of broadcasting on the Luther- -be cut off, especially when t vives ale emcee 
Ww | 7" ' ; heRFG ; n Hour, said he believes CKLW cut mitted in advance.’ Yes, Mr. X is troubled. Isn't all 
The | a eet = > inchccngaine roa O as a if : fii 2 - ns alee ae ; : , { } 133 tior eve! c P ‘ a : 
ulll- | ne wer ich = we Hence his expressed oe a7 Eh citt : red in the event the | entered nd anotl 144 station present about it He's red to death 
advertising circles that Goodrich is conside} 1 change in policy wh tho war { rogram by e.t { 14 
to would reduce its tiremaking operations and turn over most of Its facii- "Shortly after Dr. M ired, : t eal htn’t 
an ties to the production of other rubber goods. ‘TH may he the last Christma ea- Sing ‘God Save the King’ et more n ‘ f eft the 
all : son in which I a1: permitted to Detroit, Dec. 31 ob and got on relief? 
ta J. Stirling Getchell, 41, founder and head of the advertising agency speak to you for, if a state of emer- Support of the CKLW’s action ‘The eynert ‘ ed Wouldn't 
as which bears his name, who died of a streptococeus infection Dec. 17 in gency is declared and the radio put came from one of Windsor’s pastor t be a sign of dev’eneracy on } part 
er New York, was among the nation's 10 biggest agencies, but it had little to under government censorship, I of the same faith when the Rev. H. to become a pauper? What would 
ost do with radio. Among the larger Getchell accounts are Socony-Vacuum Oil, have no delusions about the fact that J. Storm, pastor of the First Luthe- the baby think of him when it arew 
is Devoe & Raynolds Paint and the Plymouth, DeSoto and Airtemp divi- | 4), religiou progra: permitted to | ran Church there, said, ‘The Congre- up? Hadn't the Northwest Woods 
ne sions of Chrysler Corp. continue will be the messages of gations of all Lutheran churches in been peopled by folk—with babies— 
ed nearest the modern unbelief which even Canada sing ‘God Save the King’ at who madera lot ! then °44 a 
she Ward Wheelock is understood looking for two men to head the agency's yow, through the support of Amer- all services and they all mean it.’ month? Don't be a_ social de- 
Xo radio departments in Philadelphia and New York. C. M. Rohrabaugh, jean millionaires and discriminating Lutherans are usually of Germanic generate. Buck up, man! 
igs Present radio head, is believed slated to be assigned to active charge of church feder: ations, have secured all descent. \ your she 
the Palmolive account, which the agency recently obtained. m but a strangle hold or religious In the speech blanked out of the talk (real tears are better—one 
vhich pane broadcasts,’ he was silenced by the Canadian area, the St. Louis cleric might also say, more profitable— 
s but Divvy of Colgate-Palmolive-Peet advertising is said to be $2,500,000 to | Canadian station. deciared that ‘the United States is radio copy than carefully rehearsed 
_ and the new Ted Bates agency, $2,200,000 to Sherman & Marquette of Chicago Maier was unaware of CKLW’s ac- headed for war and the conse- ones) wants to know why. just be- 
, the . and $1,700,000 to Ward Wheelock. . tion until he began receiving tele- q quences even after victory are terri- cause she's living with a man not 
Bates is to have the public "relations part of all Colgate biz, however. grams from the Windsor and Detroit fying. While we still have free its father, she cannot take her child 
} aes areas. When told that J. E Cam- speech I want to raise my voice in away from the orphanage as often 
ston | W. L. White is again broadcasting from London on CBS transatlantics. peau, director of CKLW, _had nation-wide protest against the tac- . She prea , The exnert: Pde a 
tinel, White, whose vivid descriptions of fighting in the Russian-Finnish war) ordered the cutoff, Maier said, ‘This tics of certain educational leaders terrible thing o do. Why did you 
tation moved Robert Sherwood to write ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ has aired | is an exhibition of fatal inconsist- and particularly clergymen, all of put your child in an orphanage in 


. 


from England, Germany, Finland and other European countries. |ency and discrimination, when men them too old to fight. the first place? 
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Trade Commish Orders Radio Copy 
Of Phillips, Thomas, Crazy Crystal 


To Discontinue Certain Claims =e" Beer os 


Washington, Dec. 31. 


and 


a string of cease and desist orders 


and show cause orders against na-| eral Water,’ ‘Crazy Water Crystals’ 


tionally-known drug companies. | 


Charles H. Phillips Chemical Co.,| cease and desist order slapped on 


N. Y., makers of the w.k. Phillips | 
Milk of Magnesia, was handed a} 


cease and desist order for represen- | also were criticized as a mere pallia- 
curative | tive and not a cure. 
powers of two skin creams it has} products will not cure diseases of the 
been ballyhooing by radio, newspa- | alimentary tract, kidneys and other 


tations made about the 


per and magazine ads. Commish also 
slapped a cease and desist order on 
Crazy Water Co., Mineral Wells, 
Tex., for misleading knob-twiddlers 
and mag readers, and issued a com- 
plaint against Thomas Management 
Corp., Chicago, for the familiar ads 
promising the bald men of the na- 
tion a new crop of hair. 
drug company—Hy-Phen Corp., Ma- 
toaka, W. Va., was scolded for ex- 
aggerating the curative powers of its 
alleged pain-killer, ‘Hy-Phen.’ 

Spirited manner in which the FTC 
is going after some of the larger and 
more powerful companies aroused 
speculation about a renewed attack 
on advertising programs which tend 
to lead the more gullible of the ra- 
dio gublic astray. Although names 
of some of the products on which 
the Commish recently has cracked 
down are household words in many 
American families, the Government 
appears to be preparing for a gen- 
eral disillusionizing of the average 
pill-taker. 

No Acid Skin 

Phillips Milk of Magnesia crew 
was accused of inventing a disease 
called ‘acid skin,’ in order to con- 
vince radio listeners and ad-readers 
that it can readily be cured by using 
‘Milk of Magnesia Cleansing Cream,’ 
or M. of M. ‘texture cream.’ No 


such thing as a ‘disease or abnormal | 


pathological condition properly de- 
scribed as ‘acid skin,,” Commish de- 
clared, and furthermore the Phillips 
skin creams will not even accomplish 
the results claimed in treating skin 
blemishes, blackheads and other or- 


dinary skin afflictions. In other 
words, while the famous Milk of 
Macnesia laxative does neutralize 


excess acid in the stomach, external 
application of the M. of M. creams 


does not neutralize acid skin exuda- 


tions. 
Sad news for the nation’s bald- 
pates was seen in the charge that 


the well-publicized Thomas prepara- 
tions will not stop falling hair, cure 
dandruff or cause curly mops to 
grow on polished bare spots. Com- 


mish complaint found fault with the | 


practice used in more than 25 cities 
throughout the country, where shops 
known as ‘The Thomas’ lure cus- 
tomers to their doors to sell them 
various hair-growers and give treat- 
ments. Also objected to 
‘Home Treatment Kits’ 
hairless purchasers. 
Respondent’s products ‘do not con- 
stitute a cure or remedy ... or an 


for use by 


effective treatment for dandruff’ and | & Ryan agency. He will do a multi- 


other hair troubles, Commish com- 
plained, and will not promote normal 


) hair 
War on the dissemination of false | ‘Trichovita’ and ‘Trichotone,’ which | tists, Inc., client, starting their RKO 
misleading advertising broad-| are to be taken internally to ‘stimu- | film 
casts appears to have been declared | late hair growth,’ also were declared | Columbia Arsists v.-p. incidentally is 
by the Federal Trade Commission in | ineffective. 


A lesser | 


sale of | 


| UP JACK BERTELL 


| He’s Third V.-P. on Columbia Artists, 
Inc., Staff 








Columbia Artists, Inc., has a new 
'y.-p. in Jack Bertell, whom execu- 
tive v.-p. Herbert Rosenthal brought 


| title as of Jan. 1. 


He’s en route now to Hollywood on 
|CBS talent business; also coincidental 
preparations, | with The Hartmans, a Columbia Ar- 


growth. Two 


chore in ‘Sunny.’ Another 


I. S. Becker, business manager. 


LYN MURRAY 
INSISTS, GETS 
BILLING 


Lyn Murray, composer-arranger | 
Crazy Water airs over the Texas|and orchestra conductor of the 
Quality Network a quarter-hour | ‘Campbell Playhouse’ series Friday 
program Monday through Friday.|nights over CBS, is now’ receiving 
Hal H. Collins, president of the com-| air billing. He had been refused the 
pany, does the commercial plugs on | mention, but finally won it after 
the air broadcasts. /handing in his resignation effective 

Programs originate here from the | last week. 
lobby of the Crazy Water Hotel. | Although air-mention is customary 
‘for batoners and has been generally 


5 | practiced on most Campbell soup 
| 'shows, Murray has had several tus- 
| sles on the matter with different 


Curative qualities of ‘Crazy Min- 





and ‘Crazy Fiz’ were denied in a 


the company and four of its execu- 
tives, and ‘Hy-Phen’ pain-killers 


The former 
internal organs, while the latter 


simply deadens pain and does not 
remove the cause. 








Prez Own Announcer 
Mineral Wells, Tex., Dec. 31. 














| sponsors during the last few seasons. 
TH (BS NBC He was billed as arranger-conductor 
Wi 9 


on ‘Ellery Queen’ when it was a sus- 
tainer, but that was discontinued | 
when Gulf took over the series. 


In the case of the ‘Campbell Play- 
house,’ the batoner figured the ether | 
| plug was actually worth more to him 
| than the pay from the show itself, so 
|} he was ready to quit until it was 
iforthcoming. Murray also has the| 
|chorus and does the choral arrange- | 
|ments on the Lucky Strike ‘Hit Pa- 
rade’ (without billing) and has the 
‘Four Clubmen’ vocal sustainer over | 
CBS. 


Stuhler-Stauffer Now 
Partners in Lyons 


Agency; Woiff Also In 


Bill Stuhler and Don Stauffer have 
become partner-stockholders in the 
Arthur & Sam Lyons talent agency. 
|The Lyons brothers have at the 
|}same time expanded their partner- | 
ship setup to include Nat Wolff, Hol- 
lywood talent rep, who as the op- 
erator of his own business special- 
ized in radio bookings. Wolff will 
continue to operate on the Coast as 
a Lyons partner, but he will disolve 
own firm. 

Stuhler and Stauffer are Young & 
Rubicam alumni. Stuhler joined 
Lyons three years ago and Stauffer | 
followed him in a year later. Though 
the pair will concentrate on radio, | 
their activities in the Lyons New 
York offce will include selling per- | 
| former and writer talent to legit and | 
film producers. Also personal ap- | 
pearance bookings. 

Among the film names that Wolff | 
has been representing for radio are | 








Contract covering staff dramatic 
and continuity scripters at NBC and 
CBS will probably be signed by the 
Radio Writers Guild within the next 


two weeks. Networks and the au- 
thor organization have agreed on all 
important points and the pact is now 
being drafted into final phraseology 
by their legal staffs. 

Terms are being withheld pending 
final signaturing, but the agreement 
is understood to call for minimum 
pay, extra coin for commercial as- 
signments and audition scripts, and 
clarification of the matter of subsid- 
iary rights. 


JOHNNIE OLSON ON 
SIX-STATION WEB 


Green Bay, Wis., Dec. 31. 


| Johnnie Olson of WTAQ has been 
| signed to write and direct a new re- 
| gional series for Penn Tobacco be- 
| ginning Jan. 4. Show will originate 
at WTMJ, Milwaukee, and be fed to 
six stations in Illinois, Wisconsin, 
|Iowa, Minnesota and Michigan. 
Announcer worked for same ac- 
| count once before through Ruthrauff 























| voiced routine on show with a¥§}§ 
rhythm group for background. 











Heather Angel, Mary Astor, Marlene 

















| If You Don’t Believe That 





—_————-- 





We'll Prove It to You! 
CHOOSE What Type of Survey You Want 
CHOOSE Whom You Want to Make It 
CHOOSE When You Want It Made— 

AND WE'LL PAY THE BILL 


Yes, 
the 

you 
expense. 
details, 


ONONDAGA RADIO BROADCASTING CORP. 


SYRACUSE, 


WF BL Leads in 


SYRACUSE TRADING: AREA 7 


if you don’t believe that WFBL is “FIRST” in 
Syracuse Trading area, 
a survey—the way you specify—at our own 

Aboslutely no obligation. 
write or wire WFBL, 
Free & Peters, 


Dietrich, Miriam Hopkins, Carole 
| Lombard, Ida Lupino, Joan Bennett, 
Edna Best, Gail Patrick, Ginger 
Rogers, Martha Scott, Margaret Sul- 


lavan, Helen Wood, Freddie Bar- 
tholomew, Ronald Colman, Herbert 
Marshall, Laurence Olivier and 
Eddie Albert. 





Charles Gilchrest To 
| Earle Ferris Staff 











Boston, Dec. 31. | 
| Charles J. Gilchrest, one-time Chi- | 
cago Daily News radic editor, has | 
| resigned as news and special events 
| director of WBZ-WBZA to join staff | 
of Earle Ferris, private press agent | 
_in New York City. 
| Colton Morris, announcer for past 
| two years, succeeds. ‘s 


we will gladly make 





For further 
Syracuse, N. Y., or 
Inc., National Representatives, 


Hard Life Department 


Minneapolis, Dec. 31. 
Dr. George W. Young, owner of 
| WDGY, and his wife are motoring | 
'to their Florida home in Miami to | 





NEW YORK 


Member Basic Network Columbia Broadcasting System | Pend their annual winter vacation. | 


National Kepresentatives, FREE & PETERS, Ine, 





an oe 
— 








Young’s cruiser, ‘The WDGY,’ has | 
, been readied for fishing and pleasure | 
| cruises to Key West, Palm Beach 
and other points, i 














From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Carol Irwin, supervisor of daytime radio for Young & Rubicam, ill for 
the last week with flu.... Cedric Foster, news analyst over Mutual from 
WTHT, Hartford, now also heard daily over WOR....Alfred Wallenstein 
subbing for Toscanini as conductor of the NBC symphony during Janu. 
ary....Philip James stand-in for Wallenstein’s ‘Symphonic Strings’ series 
over WOR-Mutual....George Bryan, announcer on the Helen Hayes pro- 
gram, also becomes spieler on ‘We, the People’....Hal Halpern, former 
operatic boy soprano and Metro commentator, added to ‘Aldrich Family’ 
cast, and also recently played George Washington in ‘Uncle Nachtel’ for 
Transamerican....Charles Stark subbing for vacationing Art Miller as 
announcer on ‘Famous Jury Trials’....also recently completed recorded 
spot series for Lydia Pinkham and Barbasol....Don Kearney, m.c. of the 
stageshow at the Strand theatre, White Plains, N. Y., aired over WFAS, 
White Plains, last week, pulled a switch on the quiz session by giving the 
answers and asking the audience for the proper questions. 

Bea Wain renewed for another 13 weeks on Lucky Strike’s ‘Hit Parade’ 
....She also opens a string of stage dates at the Brandt houses in New 
York tomorrow (Thursday)....‘Confidentially Yours’ renewed for another 





$4444. 


Sherman K. Ellis is the agency....Yvette Baruch, sister of announcer 
Andre Baruch and in the copyright department of CBS, has her own 
program, ‘I Just Came Here to Sing,’ over WINS Saturday afternoons 


Ralph Edwards will take his ‘Truth or Consequences’ show on a vaude 
tour during January and February....Jill Esmond and Ralph Forbes, co- 
stars of ‘The Citadel,’ current Wheatena Playhouse drama, will guest on 
‘Your Happy Birthday’ for Twenty Grand cigarets Friday night (3).... 
Compton agency, increasingly active in radio the last few months, has 
added to its personnel by about one-third during the last year. 

Dorothy Michel, secretary to B. F. McClancy, NBC manager of traffic, 
and F. Willard Butler, a salesman in the NBC spot and local sales depart- 
ment, have announced their engagement....Wally Butterworth missed a 
‘Vox Pop’ broadcast from Fort Slocum, influenza bedding him. 





IN HOLLYWOOD... 


George Burns and Gracie Allen will broadcast from the east during most 
of February. They'll stop over in Chicago for at least one broadcast.... 
Jack Runyon back from New York lookaround....David Broekman east 
for greener fields after first of the year....Melvyn Douglas donated the 
check he received for guesting on Bill Stern's sports program to migrant 
workers’ families for a bit of holiday cheer....Huntley Gordon, silent film 
star, now booking the talent for Gulf Screen Guild show....Knox Man- 
ning’s soap sponsor gave him a renewal as newscaster on KNX....Hedda 
Hopper bidden by governor of Kentucky to preside as hostess at running 
of the Derby....Truman Bradley calling the sponsor’s shots on Tony Mar- 
tin’s new Woodbury series....KNX signing in at 6 a. m. on Sundays, an 
hour earlier than other days, to take three programs from New York.... 
You can’t keep that KNX gang off or out of the air. Five of them last week 
pooled their coin to make a down payment on a cabin plane. Soon cloud- 
hopping will be Russ Johnston, Bob Garred, Wen Niles, Bruce Piersall 
and Bill Goodwin....Graham McNamee sighing nostalgically at the ma- 
jestic Sierra Madre mountains behind the Pasadena Rose Bowl, the dear, 
beloved hills he made famous when he broadcast the first four football 
games from the saucer. He still has that first script and will repeat some 
of the gayly-bedecked verbiage he spouted between plays back in 1927.... 
George Wells, Lux scripter, pitched in and directed last week's soaper 
when Sandy Barnett was set upon and laid low by an army of flu bugs. 

Martha Tilton off ‘Lilting With Tilton’ program on NBC red from Hollye 
wood, it being announced she was recuperating from flu. Charles Dant’s 
orchestra carried on alone....Bob Hope did not appear on NBC's Christ- 
mas afternoon salute to Britain from Hollywood, New York and elsewhere, 
it being stated attack of flu confined comedian to his home. Gracie Fields, 
who had sung ‘Ave Maria’ on her regular spot, substituted for Hope with 
a music hall number. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Sid Strotz, NBC program chief, in last week for office meeting and to 
set new cordination set-up for personnel....Sharon Lee Smith added to 
cast of ‘Your Dream Has Come True,’ Lillian White, Willard Waterman, 
Bret Morrison to ‘Bachelor’s Children,’ Mary Patton to ‘Right to Happiness’ 
....Jean Davis to New York to special audition for new comedy character 
she has created for the ether....Henry Cooke, NBC sportscaster, is going 
to marry non-pro Mary Fickes some time this spring....Bill Bouchey, 
Dorothy Francis have new roles in ‘Arnold Grimm’s Daughter,’ Helen Van 
Tuyl added to ‘Story of Bud Barton’....Alec Templeton progressing on 
his new composition called ‘Symphony of Life’, 





IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Mayor Rossi pinned a gold football on Frankie Albert in front of a KYA 
microphone....Hal Burdick repeated a historic night editor story on KPO 
this week....entitled ‘The Other Manger,’ it was first broadcast five years 
ago and featured a character named ‘Dr. Kate’....character drew so much 
mail that Burdick lifted her out of his one-time yarn and turned her into 
a daily strip show....with his wife, Cornelia Burdick in the title role.... 
it’s still going—with a sponsor....Tallulah Bankhead and Dr. Margaret 
Chung participated unexpectedly in an East-West football rally broadcast 
by NBC from Omar Khayyam’s....pair were at a nearby table and were 
persuaded to step over for a few words with Tommy Harmon, guest of 
honor....Clyde Coombs, for the past three years CBS sales rep in Frisco, 


hops to Fresno today to start the new year as vice-president and manager 
of KARM. 
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WCAU 


Appreciation Award 1940 


(AND EVERY OTHER YEAR TOO) 


presented to 


VARIETY 


THE BIBLE OF SHOW BUSINESS 


For its complete and colorful coverage of all that’s news in 


the world of entertainment... 





For its heady champagne language that sparkles and gives 


life to words .. 


For its headline hungry staff—the best collection of news- 


hounds in the world... 


For these and many other good things foo numerous to mention 


... kudos for 1940 and a sincere ‘Best Wishes for 1941” from 


wt 


PHILADELPHIA 












































athena amber 





VARTETY 


Wednesday, January 1, 1941 





RADIO 
AAPL Birmingham, Deal Still 
Waits Upon Final Appeal From FCC 





Washington, Dec. 31. 
Precedent-setting 


review a Federal 
Commission ruling has been made 
by Columbia Broadcasting System 
and State of Alabama in response to 
U. S. Supreme Court holding that 
license transfer cases cannot be car- 
ried to 
Court of Appeals. 
docketed Monday (30) in the case 
involving proposed lease of WAPI, 
Birmingham. 

Injunction barring enforcement of 
the May 1939 FCC order denying | 
consent to the assignment of license | 
to Voice of Alabama, Inc., was re- 
quested in a complaint alleging the 
regulators were ‘arbitrary and ca- 
pricious’ in numerous 
and decided the 
never slated for discussion at 
hearing. Bill signed 
General Thomas S. Lawson of Ala- 
bama and Duke M. Patrick, special 
CBS counsel, said no fair opportun- 
ity was offered to submit evidence 
dealing with the ‘recapture clause’ 
in the lease agreement. 


issue On grounds 


Whole dispute turns on_ the 
validity of a provision requiring 
Voice of Alabama (corporation in 


which Columbia has a 45% interest) 
to do its utmost to get the license 
turned back to Alabama Polytechnic 
Institute, University of Alabama, and 
Alabama College upon termination 
of the 15-year contract. The regu- 
lators, following policy laid down in 
the case of KSFO, San Francisco, 
held that any such arrangement is | 
contrary to public interest, inasmuch 
as it enables station owners to avoid 
responsibility for several years and 
then bob up again as operators who 


cannot be held accountable for what | 


may have happened in the preceding 
period. 

In his request that the FCC de- 
cision be set aside, Patrick empha- 
sized that the recapture clause never 
received consideration until the 
Commish denied the application for 


the WAPI lease. Also the regu- 
lators ‘failed and refused to make 
specific and proper findings’ on the 


numerous issues listed for ex 
tion at the hearing. Result is a de- 
nial of ‘due process,’ the complaint 
alleged, with the Federal outfit in- 
truding in ‘private or business af- 
fairs’ of the parties and going out 
of their way to exercise supervision 
over matters that ‘do not touch upon 
or in any manner affect the ability 
of Voice of Alabama, Inc., to oper- 
ate Radio Station WAPI in the pub- 
lic interest.’ 


No More WOXR Siesta 


New Saturday broadcasting sched- 
ule will be started this week (4) by 
WQXR, New York, adding three 
hours of transmission for that day. 
It eliminates the previous 
from noon to 3 p.m., and makes that 
day’s schedule the ‘station's longest 
of the week. Outlet will henceforth | 
go on the air at 7 a.m. and sign off | 
at midnight Saturdays. 


by Attorney | 


CHEATING TIPS 


request for aj} 
special three-judge Federal court to | 
Communications | 


the District of Columbia | 
Novel action was | 


| from various New York City officials 


. | 
particulars | 


the | 


f PAYROLL TRAFFIC 


Boston.—The heavy influx of 
music from Broadcast Music, Inc., 
has necessitated the addition of Ar- 











| Tuesday night Philip Morris program 


| thur Robinson, formerly in WEEI 
general service division, to the sta- 
tion library, as assistant to Mrs. 
| Dorott hy Mitchell. 


HOLLYWOOD- LIKE 


Practical Bebe eines Live Cow 
Into NBC's 8-H 
Hollywood-like practical joking 
| bobbed up last week when members 
'of the chorus and orchestra on the 


ei 





| Harlow George, of WEEI’s produc- 
tion department, has been trans- 


| sion, and Miss Ruth Pevear added to 
| fill vacancy. 





went to elaborate extremes to pre- 
sent a Christmas gift to Ray Bloch, 
/orchestra conductor on the show, 
Batoneer recently purchased a 
farm, so after obtaining permission 


George R. Dunham, sales promo- 
tion manager of WEEI, leaves to 
join CBS promotion department in 
New York City. No successor has 
been named. 
and Radio City executives, the cast 
| had a live cow brought to NBC stu- 
| dio 8-H, where the program origi- 
nates, and presented it to Bloch just 
before broadcast time. Ceremonies 
caused hysterical mirth from parti- 
cipants and the studio audience. 





Spartanburg, S. C.—Hal Moore, 
WSPA organist for several years, 





| stations WSPA and WORD. 





€incinnati—Bill Karn of Dallas, 
Tex., formerly with KPDN, KOMA 
and WFAA, 
staff of WLW, Cincinnati. 

Gordon Gray, announcer on 
WCPO, Cincy, for the past 16 
months, transfers Dec. 23 to WCKY | 
in that city. 





ON HORSES 
VIA DX 


Salt Lake City—After some three 
years at KSL, Roy Drushall left for 
matrimony and Chicago. 





New York.—Walling Minster, form 








camina- | 


lapse | 





has been named musical director of | 


ferred to the general service divi- | 


Radios Bad Xmas Psychology? 


Detroit, Dec. 31. 

Maybe the patent medicine companies which go off the air around 
Christmas time, feeling it isn’t good psychology to talk about people's 
ailments at a season for celebration, are on the right track. Letter 
boxes in the newspapers here have been getting such expressions as 
this typical one: 

‘To the Editor: Can’t something be done to spare us the radio Woes 
of Winnie during the holiday season. No one wants to listen to radio 
disasters at this time of the year. Can't the sponsors of soap and short- 
ening give us some good music instead?’ 














Serve Donald Cook’s Convenience 


Actor Written Out of One Serial Except Two Days 
A Week to Obviate Conflictions 


? —_—_———_ __. 


Leighton-Nelson Hands |. Penald Cook, co-star with Florence 
he Lake in ‘Charlie and Jessie’ for 
Staff Usual 10% Bonus 











joined the announcing | 





* erly a partner in Minster & Co., at 
i. Washington, Dec. 31. engineering firm, has joined the) 
Profitable cheating tipster service |COMPton agency in an executive | 

operating from the Charles Town, | C@Pacity. 





W. Va., racetrack for the benefit of | 
| hoodlums was uncovered by the; Yorkton, Sask.—CJGX, Yorkton. | 
Federal Communications Commis- | which has broadcast studio programs 


from Winnipeg in the past, now has 
its own studio. Bob Elleker is local 
manager with 


| sion after a month of search for un- 
| licensed radio quipment. Two men 
| have been arrested and the illegal 


apparatus seized. gineer and Bill Horbach as _ tech- 
| West Virginia State Police and the | nician. Chester Beachall is studiv 
| U. S. District Commissioner at Mar- | engineer, Bruce Ogilvy is program 
| tinsburg made the pinch, after evi- director, Johnnie Hayden and Bob 


Faulds do the announcing and Mrs. 
Irene Park is in charge of commer- 


| dence had been presented by mem- 
bers of the FCC’s field operations | 


/section personnel—Charles_ Ellert, | Cial traffic. Latter group all arrived 
| supervisor of the Central Atlantic | from Winnipeg recently. 

| monitoring area; Assistant Monitor- | saomieiieiniael 

ing Officer Earl M. Johnson and White Plains, N. Y¥.—Don Kearney, 


Radio Operator Kenneth B. Menear. | former spotter for Bill Stern, NBC 
Two portable transmitters were | Sports announcer, and a free-lance 
used in the ingenious tipster service, | announcer and scripter, has joined 


the staff of WFAS, White Plains, to 


with one of the men hiding one 
transmitter under his coat while 
| watching the races from the grand- 
|stand and an accomplice receiving 
the surreptitious broadcasts from a 
rented tou the track. 


New York—lIlya Laskoff has joined 
the publicity department of CBS to 


rist cabin near handle musical subjects. He succeeds 


handle publicity and do announcing. | 


Art Mills as chief en- | 


Campbell’s soup, will henceforth be 
Schenectady, N. Y., Dec. 31 


written out of all but the Tuesday 
Leighton & Nelson agency bonused and Thursday programs of the imme- 
all regular employees 10% 


diately-following ‘Martha Webster’ 


‘ ‘ series for the same spons s 2 
Agency has followed this practice tgs i . © sponsor, £0 the 
Phe Wigs . two shows will not conflict. He will 

since Winslow P. Leighton and also discontinue as director if 

George R. Nelson quit WGY and : . : 


| ‘Martha.’ 

‘Charlie’ airs Mondays, Wednes- 
| days and Fridays and, when Cook 
| Was directing and appearing in ‘Mar- 
« _|tha’ in the ensuing spot, it involved 
All members of KSL staff have | to, many headaches for everyone in- 


receive year ynuses. | ,, ~ ae aye 
ceived end of the year bonuses. | Volved, Shows are heard over CBS. 


Amount is unrevealed except that it 
is on a Sliding scale and is based on 


Previously, it has been a flat two 
Program directors of Mutual sta- 


weeks’ extra pay. 
tions originating shows for the net- 
work will henceforth meet for semi- 


organized it in 1936. 
KSL Staff Gets Bonus 
Salt Lake City, Dec. 31 





Undisclosed Amount 
San Antonio, Dec. 31. 

Employees of station WOAI were 
given a Christmas bonus this past 
week. Amounts received not dis- 
closed. 

Employees of station KTSA were | 
given as their Christmas bonus two | 
weeks’ salary. 











WIJIBK Cuts Up $3,000 
Detroit, Dec. 31. 
Year end bonuses totaling $3,000 


were paid to 62 employees of Station @™nual conferences on common prob- 
WJBK here by James F. Hopkins, | ems. First such session will be held 
| Ine. next Tuesday-Wednesday (7-8) at 
| The amounts were pro-rated among | the Ambassador hotel, N. Y. Subse- 


Lattér flashed the expected result to | Ben Hyams, who moved into the mu- 
| conspirators listening in at outside sic continuty spot vacated by Bill 
| receiving stations—using the second Fireshriber. Latter is now music 
set for this saree, department head. 

| Among the. strange’ goings-on eT 

| which attracted Commish attention yay quhogl Elliot Miller has been 
| were repeated whistlings of the added to announcing st iff of WDRC. 
same tune; sudden cutting-in of a| Formerly associated with WORL, | 
| voice repeating a number andj| Boston, and WLAW, Lawrence, 
strange break-ins of other kinds. Mass., he will do announcing on sta- 
'Light signals flashing between the | tion’s FM station, WIXPW. Replaces 


grandstand tip-off man and his ac- Bob Provan, who will still program 


complice in the cabin also were ob- | direct for the FMer. Provan returns 
seeved and a trunk with a secret to mikeman duties at WDRC, which 
| compartment was used to house one he forsook to gab over WIXPW. 

| 


of the transmitters. 


Batavia, N. ¥Y.—William Winn from 
WRAK, Williamsport, Pa.. named 





HELEN CARROLL QUITS MACS 






















Programs to fill the three-hour| Merry Macs, singing quartet, is ao —. vielliiactaaial iad 
span will include news, recorded |temporarily breaking up in Holly-|  ~ ceaibies ciel 
piano concerts, recorded salon mae | Woe. , . : _. | Niagara Falls, N. Y¥.— Elliott 
sic and a 90-minute recorded sym- Helen Carroll, the girl, east to join Scharf has left WEBR. Buffalo, to 
phonic stanza hubby. join WHLD anonuncing staff. 
aa Buffalo.—Bill Mayhew re ng 
| WBEN from WIS, Columbia, S. C 
7 |has been added WBED sport 
’ ive y- | staff 
Mose Beem te ae? on 
- WADC, Akron, after three years to 
ae |join the announcing staff of WCAE. 
WINS LARGER AUDIENCES Pittsburgh. WADC has added three 
young announcers to its staff. two 
int the of them Akron university student: 
They are Walt Hennricks, Ned | 
; NTERMOU NTAIN Niedemier and Bill Beers. | 
Spekane.—Helen Sullivan doub- 








jm SLA BLAIR 
& COMPANY 


MARKET 


. KDYL 


L; he POPULAR Statiou 
Salt Lake City 







ling into continuity at KHG-KGA. 
Ruth Harris has moved from recep- 
tion desk, to the music department, 
in charge of checking copyright re- 
strictions. 
Cleveland.—Bill George, formerly 
of radio division of Cleveland 
Police Department joins staff of 
WGAR as engineer. 
San Antonio—WOA has Lucille | 
Garza in the Continuity Department. 








NBC 
RED 


NETWORK 


St. Nouls—Jack Henderson has 
|} returned to KWK’s sales force. Was 
| connected with the station from 1933 
|to 1939 when he left for KSTP, St. 
Paul. 





quent ones will be at Chicago and 
other cities where Mutual program- 
originating stations sare located. 


the employees according to their 
number of years of service with the 
station. 





— Adolph Opfinger, of WOR, New 

KFRO Adds 1% Per Year } York, will preside at the initial con- 
Longview, Tex., Dec. 31. | fab, with the program heads of the 

All employees of KFRO received | following stations among __ those 
their annual cash bonus for Christ- | Slated to attend: WGN, Chicago; 
mas. Bonus is set on a basis for | WKRC, Cincinnati; WHK, Cleveland; 
each employee who has been with | KHJ, Hollywood; WAAB, Boston, and 


the station for one year and an ad- | WOL, Washin enh 
ditional 1% per year for all em- “7 7 


tion for mote than one — "es STP SURVEY SUGGESTS 
| TOSCANINI ALSO RAN 


James R. Curtis is prez. 


KARK Bonuses Also 
Little Rock, Dec. 31. 
Employes of KARK here will be Minneapolis, Dec. 31 
ziven New York bonuses equal to Northwest listeners 


apparently go 
in for the lowbrow stuff and prefer 
‘hilibilly’ entertainment to Toscan- 
ini and his symphony orchestra 


10% of one year’s salary. 

Same rule applied to each of the 
station’s 30 employes regardless of 
the length of ; omnpeayee nt. 








}music. A Ross Federal Survey, just 
oe completed for KSTP showed 46.5% 
Al Zink, WGY announcer and spe- | lis‘eners tuned in on KSTP’s ‘Sun- 
cial events man, had the lead in! set Valiey Barn Dance,’ listening to 
Schenectady Civic Players’ presenta- | vodeling, at the 9:45 p.m. Saturday 
tion of George M. Cohan'’s ‘The broadcast when Toscanini also is on 
‘Tavern.’ Mrs. Vic Campbell, wife | the air, he says. 
of WGY’s assistant program man- The balance of the ‘audience’ was 
ager, and Mrs. Hal Kent, wife of a| divided among four other station 
WGY miker, were also in the cast. as 18.2, 19.3, 3.7 and 8%. 
ACETATE 
Recordings 
Processed and Pressed 
In Canada 
Vertical ‘or Lateral 
Also line 
Recording of 
the highest 
Quality 
Many 
Satisfied 
U.S..Clients 
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Surveys State for Showmanship 


Radio Editor Leo Miller Looks Over the Connecticut pictures. 


| 


Situation—WTIC Has Runaway 


Hartford, Dec. 31. 

Leo Miller, 
Bridgeport Herald, 
lished a provocative 1940 summary 
of ‘radio in Connecticut.’ Of its kind 
Miller's summary is rare in the 
United States. He is personally in- 


has 


terested enough and professionally | 


permitted to focus a sharp, critical 
eve on his radio surroundings. His 
remarks are very much apropos re- 
cent discussions in Variety and the 
Public Opinion Quarterly of Prince- 
ton University on the theme of ‘radio 
critics.’ 

Miller begins his own _ personal 
‘showmanship survey’ of Connecticut 
broadcasting by saying: 

‘With exceptions which we will 
soon list there just ain’t no local 
talent on Connecticut’s radio pay- 
rolls. 

‘That word ‘payrolls’ is, of course, 


























FAIRMONT 


A Fort Industry Market 











“Today is yesterday's 


pupil”’—Franklin. 


YESTERDAY 
(1940) 


Was a Great Teacher 


at 


WMMN 


It taught us the value of 





listener friendship. It re- 
warded our efforts with a 
tremendous increase in 
audience (proved by 
mail) and a substantial 
gain in national and local 


business. 


TODAY 
(1941) 


Will Be An Energetic 


and Determined Pupil 


of YESTERDAY at 





| Henri 


radio editor of the, 
just pub- | 








we | New series runs for 
Aes 13 





the why, wherefore, what, which 
and who of the trouble, 
‘When the stations 
them to work for nothing—also 
called art’s sake—it was easy to 
stud the schedules with singers and 
musicians of the neighborhood. 
‘Then the American Federation 
of Musicians started pitching to 
the broadcasters. Free music was | 
banned. Studio groups and players 
had to be hired according to sta-’ 
tions’ capacity to pay. When the | 
| 
} 


could get | 


| 
} 
} 
| 


Federation’s militant new pres- 
ident, James C. Petrillo, took over 
in 1940, the rules were made tight, 
and today no non-union musician 
may accompany on any program. 

‘Out went local instrumental and 
local talent. 

‘With exceptions, as we _ said. 
These run 1, 2 and 3. The No. 1 
exception is big enough to make us 
glad Connecticut can have such a 
broadcaster. That would, of course, 
be WTIC. Although not in the 
class of the Travelerstation, 
WDRC doesn’t have to be ashamed 
of its No. 2 job. The third ex- 


ception is WICC, most of whose 
heart belongs to New Haven | 


when it comes to giving the locals | 
a crack at the microphone. | 

‘Maybe the most telling observa- | 
tion on the state’s radio situation | 
is that among ali the nine broad- | 
casters there is only one studio | 
singer who makes his living at | 
it—Larry Huards of WTIC.’ | 

The remark about singer Larry | 
Huards more or less disposes of | 
the popular singers’ and ‘classical | 
singers’ classifications. Musical nov- 
elty groups in the state are pri- 
marily a humber of migratory hill- | 
billy ensembles like Hank Lawson’s 
Knights of the Road at WTIC, Hart- 
ford. State’s (and WTIC's) ‘major 
talent importation of year was en- 
gagement of Gene and Glenn,’ states 
Miller, adding ‘there hasn’t been a 
comparable click in years.” Moshe 
Paranov group at WTIC sends or- 
chestral music to the NBC red and 
Miller also speaks well of WDRC’s 
Joe Blume string aggregation. 


Among other breakdowns radio 
editor Miller includes these com- 
ments: 


Dramatics 

‘Here WTIC rules again, but there 
is a respectable runner-up, WICC, 
thanks in large to Judson La Haye’s 
good work in New Haven. At 
WTIC the Cecil B. DeMille, of New 
England, Guy Hedlund, continues to 
train stars, the 1940 headliner of 
course being Gertrude Warner. From 
WICC’s Yale annex have come the 
now famous ‘First Offender,’ ‘Festival 
of Saints’ and ‘Down the Years,’ and 
Alma Dettinger’'s ‘Secret Heart’ was 
until recently the top product of the 
Bridgeport studio More: WTHT’s 
Community Workshop, WNBC’s 
Playhouse, WBRY’s Theatre. 

‘Actors: Hediund, Eddie Begley and 


Mara Sterling at WTIC. Arthur 
Hoyt, James Poli, Sherman Reilly, 
Lois McLean, Gerard Lewis, Ruth 
Cohen at WICC. Charles Richards 
and Eileen Stevens at WDRC. Betty 
Crotty at WNBC. Walter Howard 
and Eleanor Culhane at WBRY. 


Stephen Hagarty and Dorothy How- 
ell at WNLC. 

‘Authors: Kurt Unkelbach and 
Ralvh Klein of WTIC, Klein doubling 


to WNBC. James Weldon of WICC, 
Ray Barrett and Phil Cahill of 
WDRC, Carey Cronin of WELI. De 


Witt Copp of WBRY. 
Educational Programs 
‘All st rv to make a good 
showing here. WDRC, with Sterling 
V. Couch in charge, makes about the 


itions ft 


best in its tie with CBS’ American 
Schoo] of the Air and its Radio 
Voice of Religior WCIC has the 
U. of Connecticut Farm Forum and 
the Medical Society talks, WICC the 


American 


Amer 
4ammes 


Ready Made Family and 
Legion Auxilitary, WTHT the 
ican Discussion League, WNBC 
William A. Sheehan’s program. 
WELI New Haven at Work, WBRY 
Let’s Talk It Over, WATR Topics 
of Today, WNLC Highway Safety 
Quiz and Norwich State Hospital 
hour.’ 
RENEWS BOB BECKER 
Chicago, Dec. 31. 

Bob Becker, farm and dog expert 
‘for the Chicago Tribune. has been 
renewed with his ‘Chats About Dogs’ 
program by the John Morrell dog- 
food company. 
an additional 
weeks over WGN on 
1:45-2 p.m Set through 
Hurst & McDonald agency. 


the 
from tne 


Sundays , 





Oxford's Six Quickies Tidewater’s Radio Advertising Is 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
quickie company, Oxford 
headed by Dr. A. Benson, 
goes into production at International 
Studios Jan. 15 on the first of six 
films with British backgrounds. 

Harry Levin is directing the pic- 


New 


| tures, aimed at state rights. 





FCC PROBING 
WCAM, CAMDEN 


° Philadelphia, Dec. 31. 


The Federal Communications Com- 
mission is skedded to hold a hearing 
in Washington on Jan. 29 to tear off 
the shroud of secrecy which sur- 
rounds the operations of WCAM, 
500-watter owned by the -municipal- 
ity of Camden. The outlet has been 
run at a loss for the past few years 
and last year was placed on the 
block by Camden’s Mayor George 
Brunner, but thus far there have 
been no takers, The FCC will also 
delve into the controversies between 
WCAM and WTNJ, Trenton, N. J., 
and WCAP, Asbury Park, with whom 
the Camden station shares time on 
the air. 


Official notification of the FCC 
calls the coming hearing ‘an investi- 
gation of operating practices.’ 


IF THE SUN HIDES, 
ITS ON THE HOUSE 


St. Petersburg, Fla., Dec. 31. 

WTSP is following a standing offer 
of the local Evening Independent not 
to bill an advertiser on spot an- 
nouncements for any day that the 
sun fails to shine in this town. 
WTSP will use the Independent’s 
condition, now in effect for 20 years, 
for the writeoff. 











If the sun comes out after 
Independent goes to press the an- 
nouncements scheduled on the sta- 
tion for that day will be cuffoed. 
Offer goes even though the sun does 
come out in territory covered by 
WSTP outside of St. Petersburg. 


the 


Uncertain, Cancelling Everything 


| 





WEMP’S SLY DIG Spot broadcasting plans of the 
- | Tidewater Oil Co. for 1941 are uncer- 
Advertise in Sentinel (WISN) When tain. In the meantime the company’s 
Journal (WTMJ) Bars Copy new administration has instructed 

| the agency on the account, Lennen & 
Milwaukee, Dec. 31. | Mitchell, to issue cancellations on all 

After The Milwaukee Journal, op- _ Tidewater radio business. Move will 
erators of WTMJ, the NBC red out- |e"d the firm’s sponsorship of Stan 
let, had refused to sell display adver- | Lomax on WOR, Newark, the middie 
tising space to WEMP, independent. |of January and the series it has on 
to plug its recently consummated af- the Yankee Network at a later date. 
filiation with the NBC Blue network,} Other areas hit by the cencella- 
effective tomorrow, WEMP went to/|tions are Syracuse, Rochester and 
the Milwaukee Sentinel, operator of Schenectady. WOR is now trying to 
WISN, the local CBS outlet, and /sell Ruppert beer through the Ruth- 








‘there bought all the space it wanted, | rauff & Ryan agency on the idea of 


+ Way 
|advertising columns is for its clients 


| gram 


| awarded. 


the Hearst paper apparently having | using Lomax six times a week, 
no compunctions about publicizing | Beer account currently has the 
its smaller competitior as long as it | sportscaster tied up for Saturday 











might work to the possible detri- | nights only. 
ment of its larger one. | 
Copy in the ad was a sly dig at} 
The Journal and WTMJ, reading: | KWK STAFF 8-T0-6: 
‘WEMP brings the NBC Blue net- | 3 
work programs to Milwaukee Jan. 1,’ | A RA ERED 
with the ‘NBC’ in big type on a line | F IS EMPOW 
by itself, and ‘Blue network’ on the 
following line, carrying the impli- St. Louis. Dec. 31. 
cation to the casual reader that i oes 
NBC, as such, was new to the town,|, Some 14 gabbers, singers and ac- 
although WTMJ has aired the Red | t's employed at KWK voted 8 to 
web shows for years. The Blue net- | last week to mvs : _ oe 
work program, however, is being | representative in collective bargain- 
brought here by WEMP, beginning | 1ng. A 15th member of the station's 
tomorrow, for the first time, and of | = ‘. — = : The pon wes 
course the station has plugged 2 | > ed by the station one wee oom 
plenty over the air through its own | ducted under the supervision of Field 
edie . | Examiner King Deer of the local 
The Journal had refused to sel! | NLRB. The St. Louis Chapter has 
space to WEMP on the ground that been negotiating for a new contract 
it was a competitor, and the onl | with the station for several months 
‘ium ciation pny nats tia ed and recently the station asked for the 
- S| election. 
Nellie Booth, executive secretary 
be the local AFRA chapter has re- 
newed a contract with KMOX and 


to buy and pay for the space. 





!in the past year has obtained new 
| wage contracts with KSD and KXOK. 
James Porter, Detroit, midwestern 
national representative of AFRA will 
|come here about Jan. 1 to powwow 
| with KWK on the new wage scale. 


Trip to Hollywood 


Is Advertisers’ Bait 


Wichita, Kas., Dec. 31. 

Radio station KFH has new pro- 
‘Winsom Program’ Sunday 
night sponsored by Fleming’s Flavor- 
Rich Coffee. Program includes game Guy Hedlund, producer-director of 
for which two prizes of all-expense |WTIC, Hartford, Playhouse, will 
tours to Hollywood will be awarded | stage his 1,000th air drama early in 
each week for 13 weeks. | January. New England vet, who 

Also 200 additional prizes will be | also acts in his plays, is in his 10th 
| year at WTIC., 























Hucu B. Terry 





experience and training, as Commercial 
Manager of KLZ, Manager of KVOR, and 
as a member of the staff of WKY, assures 
sponsors and listeners alike an aggressive, 


efficient and productive management, 


@ The KLZ Broadcasting 
Company announces the ap- 
pointment of Hugh B. Terry 
as Station Manager, effective F 
January 1, succeeding F. W. 
Meyer, resigned. Mr. Terry’s 











KLZ for many years, the KLZ Broadcasting Company 
extends best wishes for success in the operation of 
his own station, KMYR. 


The KLZ BROADCASTING CO. 





To F. W. Meyer, radio pioneer and manager of 


F. W. Mevern 


4 


Denver, Colo. 
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tack-Goble (For Lewis-Howe) 
Says That BMI Fails to Publish 


Amateur Song Contest Winners 


Failure of Broadcast Music, Inc., Stack-Goble stated that it has yet to 
to publish a single one of the win- see even one of the four numbers 
ning songs in the amateur song- BMI claims to have published and 
writing contest program, ‘Fame and the agency attributes much of the 
Fortune.’ which is sponsored by the program's low rating to BMI'’s not 
Lewis-Howe Co. ums) on the fulfilling its part of the promise to 
NBC-blue, may result in a suit for ‘Fame and Fortune’ contests. 


The program has been on the net- 


specific performance of contract, It 
work for 10 weeks. The agency ad- 


was disclosed by Stack-Goble, 


agency on the account, last week. mits that its deal with BMI did not 
it has stipulate how soon the’ winning 
\ aie 


The agency declared that 
made frequent demands upon BMI to 
go through with its commitments to 
this Tommy Dorsey series but that 
all that it has received have been as- 
surances that four numbers have al- 
ready been published and that the 
others would be taken care of soon. 


numbers would have to be published, 
but argues that BMI’s tactics on the 
matter have been anything but con- 
ducive to winning the goodwill of 
listeners. 

What the agency particularly fears 

the possibility of winning 
testants themselves starting 
against Lewis-Howe for specific per- 


iS cone 


actions 











formance of contract. The applica- 
tion blanks for the contest, which 
include all copyright and _ publica- 


tion details, were drawn up, accord- 
ing to the agency, by BMI counsel 
and the agreement makes BMI di- 
rectly responsible for royalty returns 
on all winning numbers. 

Stack-Goble also declared last 
week that it intends to have the 
program's routine remain as is’ and 
keep pressing its demands upon BMI 
for publication of every one of the 
winning songs so long as BMI con- 
tinues in business and the series re- 
mains on the air. Indications are 
that. with NBC also deeply involved 
in the matter, BMI will yield to this 
pressure and turn out the publica- 
tion of numbers deriving from the 
Lewis-Howe contest. 


MRS. CAMPBELL BREAKS 
DOWN FROM OVERWORK 


Mrs. Jeanne Campbell, in charge 
of the new copyright division of 
the Mutual network was taken to 


Boulevard hospital, N. Y., last week 
to recover from a physical break- 
down. She coliasped from over- 
| work. 

Her job is checking music because 


of the ASCAP-BMI situation. Pend- 
ing her return to work, Dr. Jacob 
Coopersmith, director of the music 
library and copyright division of 
WOR, New York, will also handle 
her duties. Paul Jonas, formerly 
with Larry Spier, Inc., music pub- 


lisher, has been brought in to assist 


Direct quotes, implying close col- 
laboration with BMI by the adver- 
tising agencies, were issued Monday 
(30) by the New York office of the 
National Association of Broadcaste 

: The statement began by stat 
RY OTOAYs ‘withdrawal by ASCAP of the mu 
-- FULL TIME it controls...program dirgctors ll 
4 , ee eee have more than 600.000 musical a 
AND 50 erere) WATTS rangements from which their selec- 
ats ; tions must be made...advert £ 
IN 1941 ae wen a wencies said today t eir prog ( 
rectors were g ahead as 
eTHAN EVER BEFORE— in the preparation of forthe« 
ae program: F 

Ed Fitzgerald of Erwin Wasey w 
quoted 

‘As long as the stations da t 
rave ASCAP licenses, we are pre 
pared to go along without the use of 
this music. Already we have 


of programs prepared 
carry any ASCAP 
for a favorable pub- 


month’s supply 
which do not 
music, and hope 
lic reaction.’ 


CHARLOTTE NEWS 
DROPS RADIO BIAS 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 31. 

3itter feud which existed for a 
long time between the Charlotte 
News, largest afternoon 
in the Carolinas, and loggl radio sta- 
tions has ended. Paper last week 
showed how congenial it proposed to 
be hereafter with radio by running 


the daily schedules of the stations 
and in separate full-page ads an- 


nouncing the new radio feature and 
describing it as a valuable service. 
Responsible for smoothing the way 
for peace between the two local 
media is A. E. Josceylin, who several 
months ago was assigned as general 
manager of WBT by Columbia. 
Before Josceylin sold W. C. Dowd, 
the News’ publisher, on the idea of 


forgetting the past, the newspaper | 


had a rule barring WBT’s mention 
from the paper’s column and the in- 
clusion of the station’s call letters 
from any printed photo. 





A PLACE IN THE HILLS 


Kenny Baker, Wilfred Pelletier, Har- 
old Bresson Buy Plots 





Bridgeport, Dec. 31. 
More radio personages joining ex- 
odus to Connecticut. 
Kenny Bakers located in a house 
on Ponus Ridge, and Wilfred Pelle- 
tier, Metropolitan Opera maestro 


who handles ‘Auditions of the Air,’ | 


has bought a big house and 77 acres 
in Oxford, not far from home of 
Grace Moore. 

Harold Bresson, chief engineer of 
Young & Rubicam, bought a 30-acre 
patch in Newtown. 





Nan Raye-Maude Davis 
Off Kate Smith Show 


Nan Raye and Maude Davis have 
bowed off the Kate Smith program 
for the present. Ted Collins, produ- 
er c. of the program, let them 
out of their contract and has agreed 
to put them back on the show when- 
ever they feel ready to resume radio 
work. They left the Eddie Cantor 
series a couple of months ago to go 
on the Kate Smith stanza. 


-™Yy 


( 


Pair have a previously booked date | 


Sunday (5) on ‘Show of the Week’ 
over WOR-Mutual and do a stage 
stint at the Paramount, N. Y., begin- 
ning Jan. 15. Between times they’ll 
take a rest at Lakewood, N. J. 





Fred Bate, injured when NBC's 
London offices were bombed several 
weeks ago, is back at the mike. 


Quotes Advertising Agencies 


N.A.B. Publicity Release Speaks of ‘10 Years With- ‘"* 


out Repeating a Single Number’ 
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DAY and NIGHT 
YOUR BEST NATIONAL SPOT BUY 
ANEW APPROACH TO THE NEW YORK MARKET 















Again to quote: 

At the J. Walter Thompson 
agency, the radio department— 
which handles the Chase & San- 
orn Hour with Charlie McCarthy, 

e Kraft Music Hall with Bing 
Crost and the Wrigley Melody 
R h—said they were similarly 
1] set.’ 

One agency repr ntative ob- 

hat with an available cat- 

e of 600.000 musical arrange- 
oth v n ( 

t we ld be T le to 

200 n-ASCAP ( a 
fi 10 ye but ever re- 
I a le ) t to 

f ion the hundre of ne nl 

e h are be f prod ed 
n¢ by the numerc non-ASCAP 
publishers. 

N. W. Ayer said it was following 
its usual practice of laying out pro- 
grams as much as six or eight 
weeks jin advance, and called atten- 
tion to the non-ASCAP ‘Telephone 
Hour.’ which will be heard next 


Monday night with James Melton, 
Francia White and Donald Voor- 
hees’ 57-piece orchestra. 

From Lennen and Mitchell, Inc. 


‘We’re set to go along without 
ASCAP music as long a¥ neces- 
sary.’ Here it was pointed out that 


the withdrawal of ASCAP tunes 
had not prevented the agency from 
recently signing a new musical 
program with Tony Martin for a 
weekly Wednesday night perform- 
ance, sponsored by Wocdbury. 
Simi] attitudes also were ex- 
pressed several other national 


TON: 


aI 

a+ 
at 
’ 


o 


newspaper | 








More 











strategy, neither ASCAP nor the 


‘radio industry groups are considered 


sufficiently confident to want to take 
the gamble Statements that 
Federal probe is ‘welcomed’ by each 
side are greatly discounted in Gov- 
ernment quarters, in view of past 
experience that whenever any indi- 
vidual named in a trust-busting 
drive he always wants to bring about 
an identical attack on his rivals and 
foes. 

| The Department announcement 
brought mixed reactions. In broad- 
| casting circles, there were many who 


is 


the | 


} 


| 


Music Indictments 


Continued from page 20 











performances on a per-piece basis. 
} with abolition of the blanket fee, a 
| different 
ASCAP 


basis for splitting the 
take so that new members 
might receive fatter checks, limiting 
of the organization to the function 
of police work in order to detect in- 
fringement, insuring the right of 
individual bargaining by writers and 
composers, lowering of the member- 


ship eligibility bars, and a more dem- 


ocratic form of control. 

The Justice Department's objective 
in prolonged and delicate maneuvers 
with ASCAP was to bring about 


doubted that Arnold is determined to | quasi-voluntary reforms that would 


igo after the networks and BMI. 
Other persons who have talked over 
the situation with the Justice officials 


cutor is sincere in accusing the ra- 


| meet 


feel sure, however, that the prose- | 


dio element of using tactics just as_ 
illegal or as undesirable socially as | 


ASCAP'’s and believe there no 
doubt he intends to be equally ag- 
gressive against both sides. More 
general feeling, however, is that Ar- 
|nold does not want to assume re- 
sponsibility—especially in view of 


s 
iS 


Unimpressed 

The Justice Department obviously 
is not impressed by righteous indig- 
/nations expressed from radio quar- 
ters. Even though the trustbusters 
have damned ASCAP and appear to 
be supporting attempts to uphold 
state anti-monopoly laws (such as 
those in Washington, Florida and 
Nebraska), they will not admit that 
|creation of BMI and cold-shouldering 
of ASCAP were justified in self- 
| defense. Official slant 
| published statements and undisguised 
|actions of the radio faction are ample 
| to back up charges that success for 
BMI would mean nothing more than 
substitution of one monopoly for an- 
other. 

Details of the blow-up of recent 
ASCAP consent decree negotiations 
remain obscure but rumors of law- 
yer feuds have been substantiated. 
From high quarters cOmment has 
been heard that the conversations 
were ended because of ‘a fight over 
which attorneys should collect a $50,- 
000 fee. Reports that Arnold re- 
fused to talk further because of in- 
formation that the proposed decree 
would be repudiated by the majority 
of ASCAP directors were sternly de- 
nied, with observation that the par- 
leys were started only with the con- 
sent of enough to assure ratification 
|of any settlement worked out. 

The internal intrigue and factional 
politics within Tin Pan Alley had a 


collateral effect in causing Attorney | 


General Robert Jackson to instruct 
Arnold to launch criminal proceed- 
;ings, however. Department sources 
remarked that a few loud screamers 
kicked up such a rumpus that there 
was no point in wasting further time 
Dissension the bloc built 
around film-company-owned publish- 

houses and the anti-Hollywood 
faction complicated the negotiations, 


} ‘ 
pe.ween 


Ss i! 


causing some of the individuals who 
were in favor of settlement at the 
outset to become uneasy and lose en- 
thusiasm. 
The Consent Decree 
Part of the ASCAP inside group 


was ready to go whole hog in wind- 


ing up the dusty New York suit and 
appeasing the D. of J. While exact 
conditions stfl are not known, there 
has been official confirmation for re- 
ports the pact would have involved 
weeping changes in the structure 
1 mod overandi of the con. ht 
oo] ell asc plete overh in 
f e ‘OY red tem Uno \ 
! le ed the it oO ise wt ld 
have embodied agreement to license 


| with 


;own to restrain competition 


ail of the objections raised by 
the radio industry and end the liti- 
gation over state anti-monopoly stat- 
utes. Once this was accomplished, 
there would be no reason for the 
radio industry to refuse to deal with 
ASCAP, but if the broadcasters in- 
sisted they would do business only 
BMI there would be over- 
whelming proof that the music-users 
had engaged in a consptracy of their 
in the 


| performing rights field. 
the deep political ramifications—for | 
deciding which side is in the wrong. | 


By moving against everybody, the 
trustbusters obviously feel they can 
bring about the same results, possi- 
bly with less uncertainty, since the 


|radio industry would be in exactly 





is that the | 


the. same boat with ASCAP. 

Dictatorial Position 
Arguments that the copyright laws 
must be revised and modernized in 
order to assure ample competition in 
the licensing field have made no ef- 
fect on the Justice Department. If 
ASCAP’s dictatorial position is abol- 
ished, there will be plenty of oppore 
tunity under the present statute for 


|competition without endangering the 


| represent 


rights of any creators, in the govern- 
ment’s view. Besides, supplementary 
state laws—even if fhe U. S. Supreme 


Court holds the present Nebraska 
and Florida acts to be unconstitu- 
tional—could make certain that un- 
fair advantage is not taken of the 
copyright protection. Federal au- 
thorities indicate they believe the 


decision Tuesday (24) upholding the 
Washington statute is more likely to 
the sentiment of the Su- 
preme Court than the verdicts in the 
Florida and Nebraska cases. 
Conviction that the public is 
trapped between two fires was ex- 


|} pressed by Arnold, who added that 


ASCAP repeatedly has been warned 
to change its habits. Fact Tin 
Pan Alley has been violating the law 


that 


|does not mean that broadcasters are 
entitled to do the same thing, and the 


Justice Department cannot stand idle 
while a private feud injures every- 
body, he remarked, 
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‘DEADLINE DRAMAS’ 
With Ireene Wicker, Robertson 
White, William Fadiman, Gilbert 


‘THE CITADEL’ 
With Ralph Forbes, Jill Esmond, 
Neil O'Malley, Charme Allen, Bur- 


Martin, Milton Retenberg | ford Hampden, Nelson Case, Bill 
30 Mins. Meeder. 
Sustaining , Transcription 
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. }15 Mins. 
WEAF-NBC, New York | WHEATENA 


Daily, 12 noon 
WEAF, New York. 
(Compton) 
Fourth in the series of recorded 
drama adaptations of novels on the 


This new novelty ad-lib dramatic 
show has possibilities as a sponsored 
series, but it needs considerable 
sharpening and _ polishing. With 
such veteran ether emoters as Ireene 


Wicker and Robertson White as dra- ‘Wheatena Playhouse’ program is 
matizers and William  Fadiman, | from A. J. Cronin’s best-seller ‘The 


Metro’s eastern story editor, doing 


ste Citadel,’ which was also done as a 
an m.c.-critic stint in much the same 


film with Robert Donat and Carole 


style his brother Clifton Fadiman | Lombard. Like the others of the 
offers on ‘Information Please,’ the , S¢ries, it’s adapted by Herbert Little 
program has distinctive personalities, Jr. and David Victor, package- | 
plus humor, a contest angle and an produced by Wolf = Associates, 
element of the unexpected. And, | directed by Carlo DeAngelo. And 


like such previous plays as ‘Wuther- 
ing Heights’ on the same series, it is 
a sincere, genuine, dignified and 
moving drama. It’s miles above the 
average serial level. 

Opening chapter Monday (30) 
placed the principal character and 
the setting—a young doctor faced 
with a courage-quaking first assign- 


from a commercial standpoint, it in- 
volves a comparatively negligible 
budget. 

The formula of ‘Deadline Dramas’ 
is a variation of several past and 
present programs. Among them are 
‘Author, Author,’ the defunct Mu- 
tual series on which name fiction 
writer guests ad-libbed stories from 
given situations, and ‘Ellery Queen,’ 


cian in a grubby English mining 
on which guests tried to supply the | town. First-person narrative-inte- 
A : . a “ ' wo . . . 

denouements of uncompleted who- ! dramatization was in short scenes 


dunit 

In this case, from a situation con- 
tained in a listener sentence of not 
more than 25 words, Miss Wicker 
and White have two minutes to com- 


yarns. Ralph Forbes, film and stage actor 
plays the idealistic medico with con- 
vincing reticence and the supporting 
cnaracter bits are well etched. Ro- 
; mance is apparently to be a fiery 


pose a drama, which they then act, young schoolmarm, played by Jill 
playing all the parts themselves. On | emond, picture and legit actress 
the debut show Sunday night (29) be sorren on W heatena’s previous 
the two sentences were ‘Jane caught aoe seihete ger a? ee she 
the bridal bouquet, then turned ay oer on the ‘ “hia ty ‘. but didn't 
away and burst into tears’ and Neil O’Mallev. Chae rags (ob 

‘Mother, how do you ever expect en Samadon pg ll sng 0 
Chariie. ~ ee ate . Jane keeps supporting cast, with PF aaa en 
sc ta —* ding her homework announcing and Bill Meeder supply - 
a evenmg ing the organ themes and _ bridges. 


In the first instance, the resultant 


; . Commercials consisted of a brief 
drama’ turned on an emotional com- 


sponsor-identification at the opening 


plication of two couples and had °"¢d a reasonably terse plug at the 
two parts each for players. In the close. Hobe. 
second, it was a mildly humorous 





mixup about a clumsy guy’s involved 
romantic affairs, with three parts for 
Miss Wicker and two for White. Each 
piece had a vague surprise ending. | 

One trouble with the show is that 


‘SECOND NIGHTERS’ 

With Paul Shinkman, Joseph Ship- 
ley, Thyra Samter Winslow, L. L. 
Stevenson, Julius Colby, Tom Hud- 


: son 
it is apparently much more amusing 30 Mins.—Local 
to the studio audience than to the Sustaining late 


dialers, as the latter cannot fully ap- 
preciate the hectic quality of the ad- 
libbed narrative and the doubling of 
the various parts. Principal fault of 


Monday, 8:15 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 

On the apparent theory that what 
the theatre needs is complimentary 


the initial program, however, was criticism, this weekly series was 
ac ice > oY an T1034 e ’ Adds & Ss ies ‘ 
the fact that Miss Wicker and White jaunched recently by the Second 
are better actors than dramatists Nighters, a kind of a road com- 
While their quickie creations were pany. New York Drama Critics 
‘ ad » . allie t < 


ingeniously conceived, both ran way 
overboard because the co-authoi 
obviously didn’t have time for essen- 
tial editing. So both pieces were 
repetitious and failed to proceed 
directly to the point. Possible 
tion might be to set a specific time 
limit five 


Ci cle. 


were 


Participating on the opener 
Paul Shinkman, of Central 
Press, as a sort of m.c. or spokesman: 
Joseph Shipley, of the New Leader 
and head of the Second Nighters: 
Thyra Samter Winslow, of Every- 
woman, and L. L. Stevenson, of the 


solu- 


say or six minute on | Detroit News Service. Julius Colby 
the dramas. That might keep the | WMCA drama appraiser, introduced 


author-actors hustling in a bee-line 
to their conclusion. 


them and 
nouncer. 
Aside from the dubious question of 


Tom Hudson was an- 


Fadiman, besides having an intona- 





tion and manner of speaking similar Whether unalloyed puffs are likely 
to his brother Clifton. has much the % Stimulate the theatre more than 
same mike personality. He seems MoMentarily, this particular program 
quick-witted on the air and, although of doubtful merit as radio enter- 
he was painiy pulling his critical '!nment, or even as enlightenment. 
punches on the opener, sounds as if It offers a self-conscious round-table 
he could land some barbs if he @iscussion of various plays, followed 
wanted to. Milton Retenberg’s piano- PY @ vote on whether each should be 
soloing supplies the musical oper ecomn ended. Confab was inclined 
close, bridging and interludes. Gil- to be formless, scattered and incom- 
bert Martin is announcer Hobe. plete, and the views commonplace, 


Hobe 


Louisville-—Grady Clay has been Sunfiewer Hatcheries of Newton 


named radio editor, Louisville and Wichita puts program on air for 
Courier-Journal. Radio column first time over radio station KFBI, 
been added as daily feature Wichita, Jan. 1 


Recognition Appreciated 





' , Cc 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTERS 
> MA E 626 K STREE n 
wa On ec 
or t PELS OLNT 
Decer.te t % 
VARIETY, 
154 West 46th Street, 
New York, Ne Ye 


On behalf of the lhationel Association of Broac- 
‘ 
t 


casters I wish to express cur @pprec.&8..Ci for the 
: : . awl 4 

especial 1940 awarc in recogn.t.on of our work in 

Connection with the Coce of Ethics and cur efforts 


to assure tolerance on racio programs. 








Wwe value this recognition and it was certeini 
most kind of VAR Y to put its stamp of approval on 
ag TeX 
the work which we heve tried to do in this fie.c. 


Wishing you # most prosperous liew Year, I an, 


y, ruly yo ’ 


Jevillie Mill 


ment as assistant to an aged physi- | 


ROCKY CLARK 
15 Mins.—Local 
BEVERWYCK BREWERIES 
Wed.-Fri., 6:45 p.m, 
WICC, Bridgeport. 

Pron 


} 


se to lay off war stuff ex- 
cept when it has Connecticut angle 
vas made in tee-off of new beer 
series of Rocky Clark, radio ed of 
3ridgeport Post and veteran news- 
caster. If he can find enough non- 
hellum matesal to fill, the change 
tnay be refreshing. 
Clark two-a-week briefs of stories 


ised by his paper, which supple- 
ments WICC local service about an 


hour earlier, Newspaperman’s sense 


‘f values is easily superior to that of 
Station newsmen. 

Neat sponsor touch is closing 
salute to some local leader who has 


Just made good on Page 1: at preem 
this was president-elect of Bridge- 
port Red Cross. Person's toasted with 
oroduct. 

Unusual angle is that Clark’s paper 
has been putting the chill on WICC 
“ver since station tied up with oppo- 
sition daily for election night re- 
‘urns. Which has nothing to do with 

| Beverwyck. Klem. 


SEPP FFSHPCHOOO 4444447964 


$ Follow-Up Comment 3 
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Conrad Nagel, regularly m.c.-nar- 


rator, and Claire Dodd played the 
leads on the International ‘Silver 
Theatre’ Sunday night (22) over 
CBS. Play, called ‘Christmas Armi- 


stice,” claptrap romance about a 
young doctor and a beautiful patient. 
It was embarrassingly syrupy and 
bursting with more writing clinches 
than a daytime serial. No author- 
ship ‘credit’ unquote, was given. 
Nagle and Miss Dodd played it as 
straight ‘and therefore as accept- 
ably) possible. Next Sunday 
night (28) Nagel will again play the 
male lead, with his daughter making 
her debdut on the show in the sup- 
porting lead. 


as 


Hendrik Van Loon is doing his 
usual patriarchal act as the three- 
week sub for Raymond Gram Swing 
on the White Owl session over Mu- 
tual. The Hollander is, as always, 
a perspective speaker. He pitches 
{his remarks in the echo chamber of 
history. This produces a calm and 
mellowness that is frequently a 
happy change of pace from the hys- 
terics of the commercial hit-that- 
line bovs. Obviously under repeated 
engineering warnings he manages to 
keep a tendency to wheeze asthmati- 
cally into mike’s very kisser 
down to an occasional flurry of air 


venting, 


the 


| acai 
' Laurence Olivier-Vivien Leigh, on 
the eve of their departure for Eng- 
land, did Bernard Shaw’s ‘Pygmalion’ 
for Campbell's: Soup. Fortunately, 
G.B.S. probably will never hear the 





production and thus feel a need to 
regret the permission. It was a 
steadily drab telling of the ordi- 
narily exciting story. Confusion was 
the net result of the editing. Here is 
a story that depends upon the per- 
ectio! if its detail, the play of 
btle ¢ I al nuances, tne slow de- 
velopment of pe nalitvy. The time 
limit condemned the radio ve on, 
and the walk-through performance 
and I nimaginative, é 
direction finished it off. 
clinch at the ending wi: 
+ ¢ HI vw a itse + 
V dese ve to e pre 
¢ ¢ € € 
( ‘ei ( ( DY a ct )p- 


Heart-tugging h 
half-hour NBC 


Cc 


ipon 


pre- 
arne don't 
stor oil” There was 
DOY, 
arents, 
life 


wed 


Columbia 


‘t 


Workshop, ce a pre 


¢ r ret 








Er aap 






and n- 


the sub- 


a ¥ Ve 
Johnson—querul 
tolerantiv opinionated—but 
ject matter and pacing of the aca- 
demic crossfire almost 


is, rasp) 


made the 
event a sure cure for insomnia. Eus- 


l tice Wyatt did an acceptable job by 


the name role, even though the 
| Johnsonian wheeze which is fre- 
quently mentioned by Boswell was 
missing entirely. 


Tibbett More Cautious, But His Radio 


on 


Comeback on 


GEORGE FORMBY 
With Geraldo Orchestra 
30 Mins. 





Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. 
BBC, London, 

First of series of entertainments 
originating within London air-raid 
shelters could have been no easy 
assignment for this North Country 
comedian. Over the air the whole 
thing was thick with the inaugural 


atmosphere, topped 
presence to bless 
plus a name orchestra seemingly 
determined never to de-freeze from 
informality of customary West End 
niche. 

Apparently wising to the set-up 
right after stepping on, comedian cut 
all patter and hung everything on 
his warbling and ukulele. Loosen- 
ing up that mob of awed shelterers 
would have called for alcohol. 


by a_brass-hat 
proceedings and 


FLANAGAN AND ALLEN 
With Vera Lynn, Johnnie 
orchestra 

40 Mins. 

Saturday, 9:35 

BBC, London. 
‘Kings of the Music Hall’ is act's 


Rosen 


p.m. 


fancy billing. Session on BBC's 
‘Startime’ left little doubt how well 
they support it. Duo may not be 


unique but do combine an uncanny 


sense of Britisher’s entertainment 
yen with class showmanship. Re- 
sult is an all-around laugh-getter, 


nostalgic 
vocal fest. 

Bud Flanagan 
with a husky 
wrapped to get 


eye-opener and pleasing 
ditties are voiced 
coloring lyrically 
folks thinking of 
Old Home Week. Chesney Allen’s 
straighting is in the groove and 
fella hits a pleasant harmony stride 
when warbling with his co-amuser. 
Show gave them lots of room foi 
the zany by-play on 
went to the top, nicely spiced with 
reprise items of their song numbers 
most any Londoner can still whistle. 
Scripting served the pair well. 


Since previous catching of this 
‘Startime’ session improvement was 


evident in essential breaking-up of 
show's pattern. Talent airing on the 


biographical piece get a breather. 
Vera Lynn was in for three num- 
bers here. Girl is one of classiest 
pop warblers this side and neatly 


showcased on this topline session. 


TEXAS RANGERS 
With Martha Mears 
Cowboy Musical 
15 Mins.—Regional 
OLD GOLD 

Wed., Fri., 6 p.m. 
KNX, Hollywood 


(Lennen & Mitchell) 





Call it corn or what you will, this 
simple little piece of the cow coun- 
try and t grizzled characters is 
listenable and relaxing. at makes 
it fall so easily on the is the 
soothing music of the Texas Rangers, 
given billing of ‘America’s foremost 
singers of western songs’ and living 
up to it to the hilt 

As for the tales spun at Circle G 
ranch, they're true to formula and 
lighter in treatment than t} e 
coming off Gene Autry’s ‘Melody 
Ranch On tl catehing there wa 
ome banter about a rodeo contest 
with the cowhands of Triple T, but 
it’s all incidental to the music, 

Singing group leads off with the 
themer, ‘Two Cigarets in the Dark,’ 
backing p Martha Mea also a 
pleasant little vocalizer. It’s perfect 
harmonizing, not one voice rising in 
crescendo above the other’ and 
blended for oft, billo effect It 
carries a lull that ygoe vell with 
carpet slippe nd ‘king jacket 
Rendition of ‘Call of e Canvyor 
was especially note rthy in its sub 
lued, restful + € 

Thi tne if m 1 it Va 
yrougnt ir e age! en Do 

; ‘ 
NR 
+ ‘ 2) ' ‘ f the 
t He 
‘YOUNG LADY AT LARGE’ 
Serial 
15 Mins. 
Wednesday, 7:15 p.m 
BBC, London 

Thi thery fferir r 
9e Jaunched with Je e Matthey 
I Cal -( er in tne ead 
She bowe ( at the last moment 
which supposes Miss Matthews is a 
young ady at arge with a wise 
head If, as was hinted, BBC lands 
her for episode two it can only be 
because she developed anaesthesia. 
Fans remember Jessie Matthews as a 
talented performer: after a dose of 
this one they migh have some 
trouble doing so 

Like the old adage it isn’t what it 
does so much as the way if does it 
Script is a painfully amateurish 


piece of writing around doings of a 
youngster making her way up the 
long climb of show biz—likened to 
the career of Matthews, supposedly. 
It has the meany uncle who shunts 
her out into the dark nite ‘wind ma- 
chine please) and leads her to do 
a wayside song and dance audition 
in her seanties ‘television, please). 
Young lady all over the place. 


+ 
j 


jrence Tibbett, 


which team | 


Ford Show Is Easy Clic 


By EDWARD SMITH 

The curiously awaited return of 
America’s top ranking baritone, Law- 
to the active ranks 
after a vocal illness which had 
silenced him since last May, proved 
to be a triumph for the singer. Much 
concern had been felt in musical cire 
cles regarding Tibbett, and it had 
been feared that his voice might be 
stilled forever. With the first few 
notes of his opening aria, ‘Eri tu,’ 
from Verdi's ‘Un Ballo in Maschera,’ 
all doubts were dispelled. The singer 
was cautious, much more so than has 
been customary for him in the past 


decade. Nor was he as prodigal of 
tones as of yore. But the voice re- 
mains completely intact from its * 


more than two-octave range, and the 
long rest has improved, rather than 
injured him. 

Tibbett’s voice was and is a swell 
instrument, that he is capable of mis- 
using for desired effects, and getting 
away with results that few if any 
baritones of today can duplicate. In 
this instance the singer delivered his 
aria with an abundance -of feeling, 
shading. and piano effects that have 


placed him in the highest possible 
class of operatic baritones. The forc- 
ing to produce more than the re- 


quired amount of resonance that has 
been noticeable in recent years was 
entirely lacking, and, if anything. his 
illness has improved rather than hurt 
his voice. 

Tibbett strengthened this conclu- 
sion by his singing of Charles Gou- 
nod’s ‘Ring Out Wild Bells.’ and 
closed his program (abbreviated to a 
half hour because of President Roose- 
velt’s address) with the hymn ‘Our 
God, Our Help in Ages Past.’ His 
first Metrovolitan Opera anpearance 
will be in the title role of ‘Rigoletto,’ 
Friday (3). 

The orchestral part of the program 
consisted of the overture to ‘Nozze di 
Figaro,’ and ‘Shenards Fennel Dance’ 
by Gardiner, with the Detroit Syme- 
phony playing listlessly under John 
Barbirolli. 


BERNIE ARMSTRONG ORCH. 

With Kinder Sisters 

Music, Songs 

15 Mins.—Local ” 
DUQUESNE BREWING CO. 

Friday, 7:45 p.m. 

KPDKA, Pittsburgh. 

Quarter of hour of uninterrupted 
music, Beer company sponsors have 
wisely passed up the temptation to 
clutter such a short period with coms 
mercials, and the plugs are limited 
to briefies at the beginning and at 


ithe end Nothing more. Furthere 
more, there isn’t an announcement 

. ° , 
during the show; the continuity’s 


carried, or what continuity there is, 


bv the three Kinder Sisters, who 
ing a few bars of every chorus, in 
addition to their own couple of 
vocal pots. 

It's the biggest orch, 21 men, ever 
assembled for a_ local ittsburgh 
commercial and Armstrong has 


whipped it together in a slick fash- 


ion. While ASCAP-BMI battle has 
naturally limited his repertoire, he 
managed to corral enough tunes in 
the gquarter-hour reviewed to show 
the itht ff to good advantage ( 


Cohen, 


‘VAGABOND’S TRAIL’ 

With Jerry Lawrence, Bob Stanley, 
Brad Reynolds 

Poetry, music, songs 

30 Mins. 

Friday, 11:30 P. M. 

WOR, New York 


This show consists primarily of 
poetry read by Jerry Lawrence, 
against a background of light classli- 
cal music played by Bob Stanley and 
the WOR house orchestra, with inter- 
polated ong by Brad Reynolds, 
tenor. Poetry is well chosen ar 
better read but a question of doubt 

atene of the hour. Selections 

1c] Tchaikovsky's ‘None But the 

I ely Heart,’ ‘My Grandfather’s 
( and ‘Song My Mother Taught 

Te ( e of musi 1, with 
the tte two ing ple gly 
f | Re Idsina Irish’ 
vé f 

The ] at ere ight 

rogram mig! € ( etter 
¢ S § f . Be 30 
¢ tene Y e thar to 
fa) ee ed by the quiet drone 
of Lawrence's voice, and the soft- 
ness of the musical backgro i 
‘LAUCHING LADY 


With John Glelgud, Edith Evans, 
75 Mins. 

Sunday, 3:30 p.m. 

BPC, London, 

Episodic play written around -Cone- 
tinental artist Gauaier suffered ine 
deed from that treatment By-thee 
way characters could flit in and out, 


but by frequency tended to create 
theatrical confusion in piece as @ 
Parts of dramatics came over as 


highrrade, voiced with telling his-64 
trionics by legiters John Gielgud and 
Edith Evans. Actor’s investiture of 
the high-spirited sculptor provided 

a lively portrait of the crusadin 
young Frenchman who threw it all - 
in the face of War One. Miss Evans’ 
handling of his Swedish love was a : 
thing of both dignity and fire. 
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L.A. Unit Gains Fractional; Dept. 
Store Buys 4 Hr. News on 


— 





Los Angeles, Dec 

Noticeable increases in all brackets 
helped local trade out of the dol- 
drums, but the reds still had the 
blacks on the run. Differentials were 
go slender in many spots that the ag- 
gregate showed only fractional pick- 
ups. 

KNX took heart on new biz, 
the outlook at other sites is 
promising. Don Lee’s KHJ showed 
the best gains in new time sales. 


KNX: Forest Lawn Memorial Park, 


and 


$2 quarter-hour periods, through Dan | 


Miner; Central Chevrolet, 78 partici- , 
petions in newscast, through Stodel | 
Adv.: Mounds Candy, 260 five-minute 
newscasts, through Brisacher, Davis; 
Federal Outfitting, 39 quarter-hours, 
through Heintz, Pickering; Rem, 23 
weather reports, 
Katz. 

KHJ: Broadway Department Store, 
624 quarter-hour newscasts, through 
Lee Ringer; Crowell-Collier Publish- 
ing Co., 52 quarter-hour programs, 
through McCann-Erickson; Gospel 
Broadcasting Assn., 52 full-hour pro- 
grams, through R. H. Alber; Mar-O- 
Oil Shampoo, quarter-hour broad- | 
casts of George Fisher’s ‘Hollywood 
Whispers,’ through Hays MacFar- 
land; Foster-Millburn (Doan’s Pills), 
104 announcements, through Spot 


Broadcasting Co.; Haas-Baruch, 780 | 
announcements, through Robert | 
Smith. | 

KFI: Maurice Ball (furs), 26 an- | 
nouncements, through Nellie Walsh 
agency; Hires Root Beer, 26 an- 
nouncements, through O’Dea, Shel- 


don & Canady; Vapex, 39 one-minute 


transcriptions, through Small & 

Seiffer. 

KECA: Foreman & Clark, three 
broadcasts of ‘Rose 


uarter-hour 
Bowl Roundup,’ through Martin Al- 
len; Associated Druggists, four quar- 
ter-hour broadcasts of “Treasure 
Hunt,’ through Smith & Bull; Innes 


Shoes, 26 announcements, through 

Ruth Hamilton Associates. 

| Dec. 28 ‘Compared to . Dec. 21 | 

Network Local National Totai 
Units Units Syot Units Units 
12,891 8.894 1,659 23,444 
12,920 9.054 1,706 23,6380 

—0.2% —1.8% —2.8% —\l‘ 

(Included: KECA. KFI, KFWB. KHJ 

KNX) 


10% OVER "9 


Chicago, Dec. 31 
finishes strictly 
the previot 


Current year 
the upbeat from 
even though 1939 was an excellent 
year in itself. Particularly joyed 
the 1940 increases were the NEC : 
tions here, with Harry Kopf, NBC 
central division chief, stating that 
network business sold out of this 
division hopped approximately 10% 
over 1939. The gross income on 
WENR was boosted 48.6% over vr 
while an increase of 8% was 
tered by WMAQ. Latter outlet had | 
only early morning and late ev ening | 
time open, having been booked sol- 
idly, since 1939, with 7 a.m. to 10 p.m 
commercials and non-cancellable pub- 
lic service sustainers. 

Other stations have ed their 
increases statistically but there 
is no question of the jumps through- 
out the field. Especially on the up- 
beat were the two Ralph Atlass sta- 
tions, WJJD and WIND, with the lat- 
ter station blanketed with commer- 
cials and WJJD needing a time- 
spreader due to its sunset closing. 


is year, 


by 


not stat 


yet, 


WGN: Heileman Brewing, an- 
nouncement, five times weekly. 
through the Ramsey agency: Pepsi- 


Cola Co., announcement four times 
weekly, through Campbell 
Mar-O-Oil Shampoo, a Mutual com- 
mercial, 15 minutes twice weekly. 
through Hays MacFarland; Clicquot 
Club, three station-break announce- 
ments six days weekly, through 
Schwimmer & Scott. 


Dec. 28 Compared to Dec. 21 | 


agency: 








Network Local National Total 
de nits Units SpotUnits Units 
9,855 6,100 21,33 27.089 
9,855 6,346 11,177 27.378 
2 —3.9% —0.4% —1.1° 

* No change. 

(included: WBRM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 
WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


also | 


through Joseph 


rezis- | 





SEATTLE LISTLESS 


Registered—Local 


No Gains Holds 
U Pp Best 
" Seattle, Dec. 31. 


were noted over the pre- 
vious week here, but local stopped 
short on its downward ride to stay 
on the right side of the fence. 

| Outlook for coming months is re- 
| ported good, with local expected to 


| get the lion's share of biz increases. 
| 


No gains 





oe 


Dec. 28 Compared to Dec. Eg 


| Network Local National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
5,710 10,378 760 16,848 
| 5,735 10,363 778 16,876 

—0.4% +0.1% —2.3% —0.2% 
(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 


BALTO STATIONS 
1940 THEME— 


EXPANSION 


Baltimore, Dec. 31. 
Off in all classifications, with local 


of expiring contracts and new deals 
in the making, this town is never- 
theless winding up one of its most 
profitable years. Considerable ex- 
pansion and new building was com- 
pleted and all stations reported new 


count taking the deepest dip because | 


SALT LAKE LOCAL OK 


Category Keeps in Black—Am. Fur 
Renews KSL 9th Year 
Post-Christmas slump noticeable 
vartments but no one feels 
badly, after the biggest holiday 
build-up in history. Sag in 
business is helped considerably 
renewal of KSL contract with 
American Fur Company for 312 
quarter hours, probably news round- 
to be heard at 10:30 p.m., Mon- 
through Fridays. This 
ninth consecutive year for 
ican Fur on KSL and it is generally 
conceded here that this account is 
Salt Lake’s shining example of re- 
sults from radio advertising. Frank 

McLatchy is account executive. 
KDYL: Hilton & Cramer Florists, 
52 25-word announcements; Dr. E. 
E Keller, 52 one-minute announce- 
ments; Makoff, 52 25-word announce- 
ments; Rialto Theatre, one 15-mile 
ute program: Intermountain 
tres, four five-minute 
Salt Lake Glass & Paint, 
hour program; Prudential Fed- 
eral Savings, 52 hundred-word an- 
nouncements; Less Taylor Motor, two 
tie-ins weekly to Kaltenborn; Qual- 


in all dey 


+ 
6U0 


by 


rit 
UDs, 


aay 1s 


programs; 


Thea- | 


one half- | 


local | 


the | 


the | 
Amer- | 


| while network biz held even with the | break announcements, 13-wee 


ity Press, one 15-minute program; 
Mullett Kelly Co. (Clothiers), 52 
100-word announcements; Strong 
Motor Co., 26 100-word announce- 
|}ments; Fred A. Carlson Motors, one | 
|15-minute program; Sweet (Candy 
bn six 25- word _ announcements; | 


biz from accounts just beginning to | 
warm up to the air as an ad medium. | 
With WBAL busily engaged in de- |} 


veloping its setup to 
its new fulltime 50,000-watt license, 
and WCAO also planning an increase 
n power, town’s other two stations— 
WFBR and WCBM—have completed 
their elaborate 


new studio quarters 
and ambitious merchandising tie-ins 
New station, WITH, set to open in 
February on 250 watts by Tom Tins- 
ley, planning concenerated drive on 
strictly local doings with a low rats 


the contemplated clinche 


~ Dee. 


Network 
Units 
29097 


oO 


o, ety 


28 C ompared to Dec. 21 


Local National Total 
Units SpotUnits Units 


4,364 1,621 14.912 


Jat Lc 


| WRBATI Vi 4 


Stella Unger on WLAC 
Nashv , Dec. ai. 
He vdlir 4 
Stella Unger has been 
Ine shoe 
W LAC, Nashville. 
t e.t. to be ail 
nesday and F 
starting gan. 1. 


corporation by 
This is a five 
ed Mondays 
ridays at 10 


min- 
Wea- 
a.m., 


ute 


accommodate | 


miner marten 
word announcements, 


' 





Dec. 28 Compared to Dec. 21 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,508 2,934 571 11,013 
atks 2,817 624 11,152 
—2.6% +4.2% —8.5°% —1.2°% 
(Included: KDYL, KS, KUTA) 





DEPT. STORE SALES 
HELP DETROIT LOCAL 


Dec 31. 
week ago 
s, settling back to 


Detroit, 


network, inflated a 
of fight 


+h 


Wi 


with a pair 


normal and both local and national 
spot showing fairish gains during a 
n, the picture here 
t bad as the vear winds up. Sale 
taffs. too. are reporting that when 
194] there will be some 
eelthy announcements of additions. 
g a snurt to the local end in 
t ek interrupted by a holiday 
: the last-minute store appeals 
which have blended right past the 
i0liday into plugging the post-Christ- 
mas bargain sales which come along 
plentit 
WJEBK ned up for renewal of 
Altes Beer on a year’s contract for 
38 spots per week scattered through 
11 foreign-language broadcast 
Dec. 28 Compared to Dec. 21 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9.491 12.260 4.694 26.445 
9.635 12,052 4.645 26,332 
1.5° Li 1.1 10.4 
(Included: CK.LW. WIBK. WJR, WMBC 
WJ, WXYZ) 


: Sprectel Sugar Sponsoring News 


San F 
“O, CBS outlet, 
ad the 


Dec 


e out wl 


rancisco, 31 


brok 


Examiner list- 


+} 


KSF 


f 


full-page 


ing 100 features headlined ‘This the- 
atre in your living room Body of 
copy stresses ‘Thanks to you, KSFO 
is entrusted with a pathway through 
this air of yours. What is KSFO do- 
ing with this trust? It transforms 
your air into a field of sport, a her- 


ald of news, a public forum, a carni- 

val of song, of laughter.’ Urges fans 

to save the program listing and adds: 

‘During the coming year, as in 1940, 

KSFO will continue to broadcast the 

programs you want to hear. It’s our 

way of saying Thanks.’ 

Al Nelson made an unusual gesture 
the press here in behalf of the 
Call-Bulletin’s annual children’s 
Christmas party in Civic Auditorium. 
With Rudy Vallee, Fannie Brice and 
Hanley Stafford arriving by train in 
the a.m., Nelson sent equipment to 
the depot, waxed a complete 15-min- 
ute show m.c.ed by Larry Keating 
and Vallee, and then played it back 
no less than six times during the day 
on KGO and KPO. In addition to a 
Baby Snooks skit, the dise included 
swearing-in of the celebs by George 

' Mardikian as members of the S 


te 
LO 


1eQ- 
uc 


On Don Lee Outlets; Frisco Lags ‘: 


ase over Ore 70n 
Lee ou 
Sugar, 
three 
split contract 

A) ril 18 and Oct 
yg 


Don 


Spreckels 


tlet only 
which 
minutes time 
running 
6 to Jan 
handled 


1Ompson 
the account. 

Same web's Coast 
John B. Hu leaves 
(1) for Washington and New York. 
He will cover opening of congress, 
visit his friend Fulton Lewis and do 
at least one T.C. from the east. His 
Sal Hepatica-Blackstone Aspirfn stint 

] 


ace 
ches, 


newscaster, 
Wednesday 


will be carried on by Arthur Van 
Horn during his 10-day absence. 

Dr. E. L. Laisne, optometrist, has 
hifted his ponsorship of hourly 
newsflashes frorm KSAN to KRE, 
Berl <elev, 

“Dec. 28 Compared to Dec. 21 | 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
11.365 3,952 2.33! 17.655 
11,485 3.991 2,369 17.845 
1% 1% 1.3 1.1 
( ed Fr Koo, KIB KPO 
k O) 


L & M. Rug, 52 100. | 


| slight drop. 
| to aid several stations. 


| Apart 
| Johnson, 


~~. 


Longine s Time Signals Via WOR 
FM Station; Post-Xmas Hits N.Y. 





CINCY UNITS DIVE 


Post-Christmas Slump Hits Figures— ure, 


Total Off 11.7% 


Cincinnati, Dec. 31. 
Local and spot accounts took their 
customary after-Xmas dive last week, 


week before. 





—_—_——. 


All Gotham units, with the excep- 
tion of the unchanged network fig- 
felt the effects of the 
|Christmas slump this week. 


| units dropped 11.3%, national 
| 
} 


post- 
Local 
. spot 
6.8°, with a total loss of 9.3°%. 
WHN: Mona Manet, Inc., 


through 
Lester Harrison Associates, 


station 
k con- 
| tract: Roxy theatre, through Keyton- 


Rule here is for time sales to re- | Spiero, spot announcements; Friday 
gain slowly during January and put | Magazine, through H. C. Morris & 
on steam as Easter nears. Ae comments by Dan Gillmor, edi- 

Dec. 28 Compared to Dec. | ltor’ of Friday, three 15-minute pro- 
iin: ia aaa | grams weekly, 52-week contract. 

Units Units Spot Units Units | WINS: Mrs. William Mizell (Miss 

6.655 8,189 6.403 21,247 | Gl adys Hogan), ‘School for Speech,’ 

6.655 10.658 6.762 24,075 | direct, six one-minute announce- 

* ~232% —5.3% —11.7% | ments weekly for 13 weeks. 
— WMCA: Lewis-Howe Co. (Tums), 

*No change. i through Stack-Goble, half-hour pro- 
(Included: WCPO, WEKRC, WLW, WSAD | gram weekly, 52-week contract: Dia- 

- ee ;mond Crystal Kosher Salt, through 
Benton & Bowles, spot announce- 

SAN ANTON DUI ;}ments for 13 weeks. 
WNEW: Beech-Nut Packing Co., 


DESPITE GRID 
PLAYOFFS 


San Antonio, Dec. 31. 

With the Christmas season past his- 
tory, units in this city have taken a 
Football still continues 
Several spe- 
cial events broadcasts the past week 
also ate into the totals. 

Leona Bender, editor of the WOAI 
‘Women's Page of the Air,’ took a 
trip to Fort Worth and Dallas to 
gather material for her broadcasts. 

KABC: East-West football game 
through Mutual network sponsored 
by Gillette Safety Razor Co. through 
Maxon, Inc.; Cotton Bowl game from 
Dallas through Mutual for Knox 
Gelatine Co.: renewal of twice week- 
ly Gabriel Heatter commentary for 
Liberty 
Mutual: renewal of full-hour 
Fashioned Revival Hour’ 
network sponsored 


Broadc 


‘Old- 
by the Gospel 
Association: Central 
Typewriter Co., quarter-hour 
day program: renewal on an- 
nouncements for Southern Wine Co., 
direct 
WOAT: 
Co: 
t7 


Schewitz 


asting 


studio 


Hun 


through 


Oil 
Frat 
sorshir 


and Refining 
‘ke. Wilkinson: 
ship of 
Dallas on 
Quality Network, Leon Caruthers, 
100-word announcements, 
‘Tom Dickey and Hi 
quarter-h Mo 
lay for Chattanoog 
*h Nelson Che an 
to KPRC, 
Ed Auge Packing Co., through Coul- 
ter-Meuller-Grinstead, 26 100-word 
announcements: Ex-Lax, Inc 
through Katz, five spot an- 
ts per week: Aurora 
Hotel, through Marion 
daily rotating 
nouncements Wit addit 


\ble 
spor Cotton 
Texas 
13 
direct: 
Showboys,’ 


Fri- 


Parcel gama r 
owl game from 


nas 


our through 
Medi ce.. 
Co. (pro- 


Houston): 


a ne 


throu 


gram also fed 


Joseph 
nouncemen 
ment 
tw O an- 
h one ional 
Ionday. 


ni AC The Chi 


night spot, thre 


ken Roost, new 
spot announce- 
Medical Spe- 


y54¢ ] , , « 
Vitalax, two an- 


per day, 


Dec 
Network 
Units 
6,177 
6,229 


28 Compared to 
Local 
Units 
8.958 


i 
8.981 1. 
4: 


Dec. 
National 
Spot Units 

lito 


999 


21 
Total 
Units 
16,308 
16,439 
0.8 


RONO, k \ 


0.8 0.3 
4 7 ‘4 , ' "I ‘ 
Nm AT Ih M.A 
x ,\ ® 


__ KSTP’s 1941 Biz Start 


Minneapolis, Dec. 
New business booked by KST Ms in 
the early part of the new year in- 


cludes a 52-week contract for Has- 
kins Brothers’ Spark Soap Chips for 
a 15-minute, five-a-week 


program; 
13-week renewal on 


Richman Broth- 


ers, clothiers, for news, and addition 
of three weekly American Chic 

Ompany newscasts. 

Incidentally, American Chicle now 
is sponsoring three Morning News- 
paper of the Air periods on KSTP 
13 minutes each at 7:30 a.m. and adds 
three 15-minute ‘Highlights in Head- 
lines’ at 5:45 p.m. Tuesdays, Thurs- 
days and Saturdays Richman re- 
tair ‘Highli shts in Headline’ snot 
Monda Wednesday nd Friday for 
Ano 13-week frame : 


through Newell-Emmett, 
rade,’ 


‘Dance Pa- 
one hour and a half, six eve- 


nings weekly, 52-week eontract: Roxy 
theatre and/or 20th Century Fox 
Film Corp., through Kayton-Spiero 
Co., 11 announcements, one week. 
WOR: Atlantic Macaroni Co., 
through Prudential] Advertising 


Agency, nighttime station break an- 





| contract; 


nouncements, twice weekly, 26-week 
Longine Wittnauer Co., Inc., 
through Arthur Rosenberg Co.. for 
Frequency Modulation time station, 


52-week contract. 
~~ Dec. . 28 Cc ompared to Dec. 21 | 
Network Local National ‘Total 
Units ras Spot Units Units 
195 10,21¢ 7,930 18,338 
| 195 11, “ee 8.510 20,217 
| *.. —113% —68%  —9.3% 
*No change 
(Included WHN, WMCA, WNEW, 
WOQOAR) 


(Macfadden Publications) on | 


on Mutual | 


Sun- | 


LOOKS GOOD 
IN SALT LAKE 


Salt Lake 


City, Dec. 31. 
The threshold of 1941 finds Salt 
Lake radio very lively with KSL 


readving for 


KDYL about 


Frequency Modulation, 


to begin building their 


long planned $125,000 broadcasting 
plant, and KUTA expanding from 
250 to 1,000 watts, including change 
of frequency from 1,500 to 570 kilo- 
cycles 

Radio men here predict, on the 
basis of business already booked that 
1941 will top this year’ volume 
Which has been highest in history. 
Intermountain Network, formed from 
outlying stations KLO, KEUB and 
KOVO came into being during 1940 
and brought Mutual into this terri- 
tory. Other than that, it made little 
noticeable difference to the radio 
picture in Salt Lake but after a 
period of uncertainty and switching 
of personnel, the regional network 
seems ready to get down to business, 
or else, 

DES MOINES SLACK 
Nat'l Spot Inches Up—Other Brack- 
ets Slide 

Des Moines, Dex 31 
Units here took the expected po t- 
holiday lide local biz bet the 
eaviest loser. National spot wa e 
nly bracket showing a gain, and 
that a puny one 
Dec. 28 Compared to Dec. 21 | 
Network Local National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,010 2,813 3,206 14,029 
8,176 156 3,181 14.513 
—2% -10.9% 0.8° —3.3 
(included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 
Hanson’s Corn Salve 
On WDAF, Kansas City 
Schenectady, N. Y., Dec. 31 
Hanson’s Corn Salve is’ being 
plugged via a series of one-minute 


transcriptions on WDAF, Kansas City, 
and WFRC, San Francisco, in a test 
campaign. More stations are to ve 
added later. W. T. Hanson Co, 
maker of several medicinal prepara- 
1 s the sponsor. 

Le & Nelson, Schenectady 
is t ag y- 
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MARKS ONLY ASCAP BOW-OUT 





aa 


Why Far-Off Television Rights Came 
Up Between Metro and ASCAP 


Loew-Metro people who went 
into the music publishing business, 
by acquiring firms for outright op- 


eration, did so with two express pur- | 


poses in mind; one, films and picture 


theatres, and two with an ultimate | 


eye to television. 


That’s why the visio rights were | ; 
| Gil Rutzen, singing drummer, who | 
was with Bill Carlsen’s band until it 


such a hurdle in Metro-Robbins’ re- 
newal with ASCAP and it’s under- 
stood that the major concession 
made to the Feist, Miller and Rob- 
bins Music firms was the Society's 
agreement not to restrict television 
rights unto itself, but grant them 
wholly to Loew’s, Inc. (Metro). 


ENGEL SEWS UP COAST 
COMPOSERS FOR BMI 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 





Exclusive performing rights to the | 


compositions of two songwriters were 
clinched last week for Broadcast Mu- 
sic, Inc., by Harry Engel, Coast head 
of the new tune factory. Deals were 


sealed with Alberto Colombo for spe- | 


cial band arrangements of his 


marches, and for all future numbers | 
by Humberto Herrera, Brazilian com- | 
his | 


poser. Latter has 250 tunes to 
credit, mostly of the Latin 
Colombo was one-time music 
tor at Republic studios. 

As an NBC safeguard against pick- 
ing up _ restricted music in the 
Tournament of Roses parade in Pas- 
adena New Year’s dav, Engel tied 
up 10 bands for the exclusive tootling 
of non-ASCAP music. 


tempo. 
direc- 


SUES TED FIO RITO 


Operator of Casino Can't Collect 
$1,600 From Leader 


Cincinnati, Dec. 31. 
Jimmy Brink, proprietor of the 
Lookout House, casino-nitery, filed 


suit Friday (27) for $1,600 cash 


against Ted Fio Rito, whose band 


current in Beverly Hills, opposish 
spot. Both places are in Kentucky, 
across the Ohio river from Cincy. 


Action was filed in Campbell County 
Circuit Court, Newport, Ky. 

Brink charges that Fio Rito agreed 
to pay him $1,600 at the rate of $100 


per week, starting July 27, last, and 
that the band leader wrote checks to 
cover the amount. 

None of the money was paid, ac- 


cording to the suit, which claims that 
the Franklin-Washington Trust 
Company, Newark, N. J., on which 
the checks were drawn, refused to 
make payment on the ground that 
the checks were improperly drawn. 

Beverly Hills was named garnishee 
defendant by Brink, who sought to 
attach any assets of Fio Rito in the 
possession of that spot. The suit 
«sked that Beverly Hills be enjoined 


} 
aisV 


from paying Fio Rito anything until 
authorized by the court. 

No explanation was offere as to 
what the money was owed 


Shaw for N. Y. Strand 


Artie Sh: 
Stretch 


band w 
New York 
theatre sometime in Februa It 
will Shaw’s first appearance in 
N. Y. since pulling his widely pub- 
licized walkout on his old band more 
than a year ago. Leader’s current 
group comprises 22 musicians beside 
himself and vocalist Anita Boyer. 
Reported price for the date is set 
at $10,000 the first week, plus stand- 
bys as Shaw's outfit is not N. Y. Lo- 
cal 802. Shaw at the moment 
filling a six week stay at the Pal- 
ladium Ballroom, Hollywood. * 


begin 
Strand 


iw's ill 


at the 


new 
a 
ry. 
be 


is 


Ray Heatherton’s orchestra opened 
an engagement at Barry’s Inn, on 
Albany-Schenectady Road, after 
closing one at New Kenmore Hotel 
in Albany. This is believed to be the 


first time a name band went into 
another Albany spot afier finishing 


at the Kenmore. 


+ 
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Gil Rutzen as Cafe Boss Still Does 
Trick on Skins 


Milwaukee, Dec. 31. 





broke summer at 
Elitch’s Gardens in Denver and re- 


up following a 


turned to Milwaukee for reorganiza- 
tion, has opened a night spot of his 
lown. It has clicked from the start, 
| becoming the rendezvous of visiting 
| musicians as well as the local crowd. 

Jack Chapman's orchestra is an at- 
| traction, and just to keep from grow- 
ing stale, the tavern proprietor fre- 
quently jumps in and does a number 
with the boys. 





ASCAPites on Coast 


~ Vexed at Oscar Straus’ 
Posy in ‘Variety’ to BMI 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Lest he has forgotten, Oscar 
Straus is being gently reminded by 
a group of Coast songwriters that it 
was their coin, or a major part of it, 
that bought his way out of Vienna 
and landed him safely across the 
border in Switzerland when the 
Nazis were about to move in on him 


What perturbed the Hollywood 
ASCAPers was a_ statement. by 
Straus, published in Variety, that 


} 

| ‘my coming to this country was fa- 
| cilitated by the broadcasting indus- 
|try through the 
Music, Inc.’ 

It is recalled by L. Wolfe Gilbert, 
long the Society's spokesman on the 
Coast, that just before the waltz 
king was rescued from the Nazis he 
(Gilbert) had phone call from 
Boris Morros, at the time visiting 
with a groun of Metro execs, asking 
what ASCAP would do about ¢g 
Straus out of Vienna. Gilbert acted 
speedily and within an hour had 
Gene Buck on the phone. Next day 
Buck advised Gilbert that the $800 
needed to make up $1,200 ‘pay- 
off’ to a Nazi official would be 


cabled on receipt of instruct 


gency of Broadcast 


a 


a 


etting 


the 


ons. 
would rather believe 
forgetful. 


Songwriters 
that Straus is 


_— 





MOVIETONE SIGN 


Last Holdouts Among 140 
Publisher Members of So- 


ciety Now Committed for 


Next 10-Year Period 


BEGIN SLEUTHING 


Sam Fox tried all day Thursday 
(26) to get to see Gene Buck to per- 
sonally deliver his contract renew- 
ing the Sam Fox Music Corp. with 
ASCAP, but that was the day when 
a session untii nearly midnight by 
the board kept the ASCAPites form- 
ulating a statement in reply to the 
U. S. Government threat of indict- 
ments under anti-trust charges. 
However, on Friday Fox formally 
signed up for the 10-year period, he 
being the last holdout of the 140 
publisher-members, 

On Thursday, the same day that 


the anti-trust and monopoly charges | 


received so much national publicity, 
out of Washington, the Metro group, 
through Jack Robbins, re-signed for 
10 years with ASCAP. The firms are 
Robbins, Feist and Miller Music. 
That same day also, another film af- 
filiate, 20th Century-Fox’s Movietone 
Music Corp., also renewed. This firm 
is also partially owned by Sam Fox, 
but controlled dominantly by 20th- 
Fox. 

Edward B. Marks Music Corp., of 
course, the sole disaffection, he 
having effected a five-year deal with 
Broadcast Music, Inc., at $250,000 a 
year, guaranteed by NBC and CBS 
and certain large stations. 

‘Policing’ the Air 

ASCAP’s of the 
cycles will not serious 
today (1), when contracts 
Several songsmiths with 
Marks’ catalog cannot technically 
object to BMI-usage of their tunes 
(via the Marks acquisition) until the 
first day of 1941, because the Marks 
license permitted performance 
through Dec. 31. 


ASCAP also has been intensively 


iS 


kilo- 
until 
expire. 
tunes in 


‘policing’ 


become 


checking for alleged copyright in- 
fringements by BMI publications of 
ASCAP tunes. 
Fox’s BMI Offer 
Sam Fox had an attractive five- 


year contract all set to join BMI, at 


, 





SAM FOX, METRO. Metro May Make Music Plugging 


Shorts In Event ASCAP Fight 
Extends Well Into Next Year 





| 
} . , 

| Benny Goodman’s new band gets 
|the call this year to play for Presi- 


| dent Roosevelt’s Birthday Ball at 
; Washington, D. C. Kay Kyser 


|played it last year. 
is Jan. 31. 

Pay for the hop is flat AFM scale 
|and the prestige. 


Date, as usual, 





Robbins Asserts Rights 
To Publish Durbin Tunes 


Through Jurmann Ties 


Robbins Music has served notice 
on Universal Pictures Corp. in con- 


to the Deanna Durbin film, ‘Nice 
Girl,’ with song writers Bernie 
Grossman and Walter Jurmann. 
Witmark has the pub rights which 
Robbins claims under an exclusivity 
both with U and composer Jurmann, 


originally brought over by the 
Metro-Robbins interests some years 


ago, from Berlin, when Bromislaw 
Kaper, who is still on the M-G lot, 
was also signed. 


the same time Edward B. Marks 
Music Corp. bolted ASCAP ranks. 
Fox was to get almost $100,000 a year 
for five years from Broadcast Music, 


Inc., which is an even better deal 
than Marks’ $250,000 annual guar- 
antee from BMI, considering the 


| relative standing of both firms. 

Fox averages only $30,000 annually 
from the Society, as against $85,000- 
$90.000 that Marks got. BMI’s deal 
would have trebled Fox’s income. 
Fox, however, wanted a 10-year 
term. BMI’s deals with all princi- 
pals are for five years and wouldn't 
that. Julian T. Abele 
who negotiated the Mark 
was handling the Sam Fox 
On the other 
attorney for the Metro- 
group, w instructed by 
Bernstein, Loew’s, Inc., v.p 
and head of the M-G 
to draw up renewal 
ASCAP for Robbins, 
Miller. 


19 beyond 
torney 
al, also 
negotiations. 
Abele , aS 
Robbins 
David 
and tre 


rea 
at 
, 
i¢ 
h;: nd 
land, 
as 
-asurer 

r, 


subsids, 
‘ts with 


miucic 
musi 
Corl rat 


Teie+t ond 
€ist and 











ON SALE AT ALL NEWSSTANDS 
NEXT WEDNESDAY, JAN. 8 


Jth 


ANNIVERSARY NUMBER 


of 


‘ARIETY 


Advertising Forms Close Friday, Jan. 3 


No Advance in Rates or Newsstand Price of 


20° 





NEW YORK 
154 W. 46th St. 





Many subscribers and readers buy extra copies of Variety’s 
anniversary issues to be mailed to friends. 
placed in advance with your newsdealer or at any Variety office 
HOLLYWOOD 
1708 N. Vine St. 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 


Orders should be 


LONDON 
8 St. Martin’s Pl. 




















Goodman at F.DR. Ball - 


Directly after David Bernstein, 
Loew’s v.p. and treasurer, formall¥’ 
signed the ASCAP contracts renewe 
ing Robbins, Feist and Miller Musie 
firms with the Society, Jack Robe 
bins wired the Loew-Metro official a 
congratulatory telegram that ‘You'll 
only know in the future how much 
have contributed to American 
musical renewing our 
three companies with ASCAP.’ 

Robbins, as directing head of all 
three Metro-Robbins firms, had been 
openly pro-ASCAP even though the 


we 


welfare by 


Loew people, which own 51% of 
the businesses, were among the laste 
minute  holdouts, because they 
' wanted certain guaranties for the 
future (among them a proviso on 
televisifn rights). 

Robbins and his wife left last 


nection with the publication rights | 


night (New Year’s eve) for a month 
in Miami Beach, but the music pub- 
lisher and Bernstein worked out a 
tentative screen-exploitation plan 
which may come into being if the 
broadcasters and ASCAP don’t get 
together. It would call for three-to- 


five-minute musical shorts, to be 
made east, with quasi-name radio 
singers like Joan Edwards, Barry 


Wood, Del Casino, Joan Merrill and 
the like, showing each ‘introducing’ 
a new pop song, with the author gor 
composer worked into it as part of 
the presentation. 

Th 


on 


e 


‘vocal’ plug will thus be relied 
extensively, from the screen 
along with the usual extension of 
exploitation channels in vaudefilme 
ers, cafes, etc. 
Sentimental Side 

At an Xmas eve party last week, 
hosted per custom by Jack Robbins 
to some 150 Feist, Miiler and Robbins 


( 
1U, 


Music employees, the publisher paid 
tribute to 72 year-old Will Teller, 
Sr., of the Teller Sons & Doerner 
music printing firm as ‘being the 


man who is responsible for me stay- 
Robbins referred to 
edit extended by the 


when Rob- 


ing in business.’ 
the unlimited ec! 


> printery ata time 


Mu Corp struggling 
(th was before the Metro merger), 
Hoffman, the engraver, and Kupper- 

& Del Grecio, printery which 

the ec ine’ il and dance 
arrangements, likewise were salvoed 
for their patience with Robbins in 
the struggling period of his career 
as a music publisher, 


RUSS MORGAN STAYS 
EXTRA WEEK IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Dec. 31, 

After breaking a five-year Christ- 

mas night record at tl Palace, Russ 

Morgan’s band vy ked to stay 

over an extra (7th) week until Sate 

ll) Rose R then will 

for the redecorating nt Jan, 

16, at w } e Leo Re nan moves 
in for a -week ] 

Carmen Miranda has been booked 

t ( a fortn é agement 

r t (16) 


Basie Dates Via Morris; 
Barnet Clear for MCA 
Count Basie’s orchestra is being 
ubmitted for dates by the Wm. Mor- 


agency, though it h been 


ot 
aS not 


ignead to a management contract 
Basie bought his release from a Mue 


ic Corp. of America contract last 
week for $10.000. Though the band 
s tentatively ider Morris booking 
effo1 it 1 il] « the road come 
pleting dates MCA had booked. 

( f Zarnet fi completed 
his switch from Consolidated Radio 
Artists to MCA last week. After 
weeks of being booked by the agency 
Barnet signed a booking contract 
ieing him to MCA for three years 

ith optior 
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) Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Dec. 28, 


Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Sq......cccccccces:: 


5 ee rar ee 


*Down Argentina Way (Down Arg 


Ferryboat Serenade ... 
Trade Winds . 
Frenesi 


There I Go 


*Only Forever (‘Rhythm on the River’) 


Last Time I Saw Paris... 


*Along the Santa Fe Trail (Santa Fe Trail’) 


Five O’Clock Whistle 
I Give You My Word ......... 
God Bless America .. 
Blueberry Hill . 
Beat Me Daddy Eight to 


*® Filmusical. 


the Bun 





1940) 


S-B 
M-M | 
.Miller 
Robbins 
Harms 
.Southern 

3MI 
.Santly 
.Chappell 
.Harms 
. Advance 
S Dieutealekh bop Od BMI 
.. Berlin 
.Chappell 
Leeds 
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On the Upbeat 


with the 
married 
with 


She'll 


Dolores Brown, vocalist, 
Erskine Hawkins _ band, 
Marcelius Green, trumpeter, 
the same band, last week. 
drop her lyricing. 





Johnny Long switched his theme 
from ‘Just Like That’ to Duke U. 
frat song titled ‘White Star of Sigma 
Nu.’ He's a Duke graduate. 


Count Basie let out tenor saxist 
Lester Young and trombonist Viv 
Dickerson. 





Humberto’s Brazilian musicians 
and Phil Ohman’s orchestra open the 
new Mocambo restaurant in Holly- 
wood Dec. 27. 


Eugene Darrow’s Playboys are now 
in Palm Lounge of Hotel 


laying 
Fen Eyck, Albany. 


Heirs of Gustav 
band leader and musician, have 
donated collection of music to the 
Toledo Public Library, consisting of 
6,440 volumes. 





Joseph Szigeti, 


with whom he played 


last year in Carnegie Hall, New 
York, 

Lena Horne, colored girl, joined 
Charley Barnet as_ vocalist last 
week. Barnet now has Horace Hen- 


derson doing arrangements. 





Charlie Spivak band may stay at | 


Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 
N. Y., all through the season 
usual spring opening of 
stretch. He was originally skedded 
for 13 weeks. 

McFarland Twins band replaces 
George Hall at Chatterbox, Moun- 
tainside, N. J., for four weeks Jan. 
18. Hall goes south to Jan. 28 open- 


!ing at Roosevelt hotel, Jacksonville, 


| 


Koehler, Toledo | 


| 


Rubinoff with Solis, planist-accom- | 


panist, will appear in two perfor- 
mances in Lynn, Mass., Jan. 
help the ‘Aid to Britain’ campaign. 
Proceeds to send a rolling kitchen to 
King’s Lynn, England. 


‘By’ Woodbury Orchestra house 
band at KDYL, Salt Lake, did one 


3, to} 


nighter at Battle Mountain, Nevada, | 


New Year's Eve. 
Wichita, 


orchestra 


has 
lays. 


Trocadero, Kans., 
Jack Mills’ for holi 
Also opened new Grill, Friday night, 
with Don Fortney’s orchestra. 


Harry James and Tommy T é 
bands booked for Police Ball, Roch- 
ester, N. Y., Feb. 14, city’s biggest 


dance event. Bands will pl] 


‘ 
levels in Civic Exhibits Building. 


Jack Fisher, orchestra lead 
geven years at 
Room, Boston, is 
subterranean adjunct 
Cave, also nigh 





Lou Mucci replaced Al Stuart or 
third trumpet with Bob Chester’s or- 
chestra, while Bob Peck is in on first 
trumpet with Alec Fila going to 
Benny Goodman. 

Everett Hoagland Cle 1 
hotel, Cleveland, O., Jan. 23 for three 


Bernie Bennett, i; harge of the 
relief bai t Club Mayt B 
nightly, « jucts horse racing 
mation service daytimes, 


Marilvn Duke, at one 
Shep Fie!ds and Emile 
joined (31) Vaughn Monroe’: 
tra at Hotel Statler, Boston. 

Tommy Reilly’s band 
the 41 Club in Hollywood. 


time with 


c ne ] ny 
openea at 


Jack Teagarden, Jan. 1. 


Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, Miss 
four days. 
John Kirby band and Maxine Sul- 


livan hopping off on a 60-day tour 
through New England and southward 
wan. 25. 





Benny Goodman continues his 
classical exhibitions at Symphony 
Hall, Boston, Feb. 1 He’s down to Bob Musel, of the N. Y. World- 
wo! le t re 1 Te At if al 1 Li I i R if nave 
composer Bela Bartok and violinist | written six songs fox 


'| Rob Webb d 


+ + 
Totem 


Fla. 

Gene Krupa band follows Tommy 
Dorsey into Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., Feb. 285. 

Frankie Tam, formerly a 
Bobby Hackett, 
rmen Cavallero’s 


guitarist 
joinec 


orchestra. 


any t¢ 
WI1TN 


tu 


has 


Music Notes 


Dash, Connelly, Inc., new firm set 
up by Irwin Dash in New York since 
he’s unable to return to England be- 
cause of the war, has become sole 
U. S. distributor for  Britain’s 
‘There'll Always Be an England.’ 
Darryl! Kalter in as musical 
ry for cartoon horts by Walter 


( 
at Universal. 


‘7 
voome 1 


John Leipold is scoring 
rs Par- 


Caravan’ for Harry Sherman at 


Constantin Bakaieinikoff handling 
the musical score for ‘Keepin: 
pany’ at Metro. 


Frank Loesser 
leffed ‘Mary, Mary 
and ‘I Gotta Ride,’ to 
am th 
Lou 


also 


Loesser 
the same 


wrote 


picture, 


Emil Newman finished his scoring 
job on ‘Tall, 


20th-Fox. 


Dark and 


Adolph Deutsch recording ] orig- 


High Sierra’ at War- 

Anthony Collins clef the re 

r Herbert Wilcox ‘ounny at RKO 
Ormond B. Ruthven and Albert 
VManhei thei ! Viva 
La Vida.’ to Metro for é Bill 


he Kid,’ 


ing score for 


and a Gob’ at RKO. 


‘A Girl, 
a Guy 


| crocs 





Carl Hoff, band leader on the Al 
Perce air program, cleffed ‘I Pledge 
Allegiance to the Flag,’ and sent it 
t Chic ) publisher 

Heinz Roemheld is composing the 

‘ore and background music for ‘The 
Wagons Roll at Night’ at Warners. 


Don Raye and Hughie Prince are 
doing for ‘Buck 


ry 7+ ° 
Privates’ at 


the 1 sical score 


nu ( 
Universal. 





: | Judge Duffy 








I te bone 


until | 
summer |! 


———_— Continued from page 2' See 


-WTMJ, WISN, and WBBM, 
all signed with BMI. 

WTMJ has 
ial exclusivcly on local 
Dec. 23: also WISN, which on a two- 


stailons 


been using BMI mater- 


shows since 


hour early morning request disc 


show announces number as 


BMI and asks li 


every 


their own lists from these numbers 
for making future request WEMP 
has been using both BMI and 
ASCAP materia! and appears reluct 
ant to reiinquish ASCAP; it is key 
station for the WBS state loop, ali 
of whose stations are signed with 





BMI. New contracts with ASCAP 
have been signed in a number of 
cities through the state, luc 

Marinetie, Superior, Wausau, Mani- 


towoc and Poynette. 


Miller’s Statement on Arnold 

When the thunderbolt hit last 
week Neville Miller, president of the 
National Association of Broadcasters, 
immediately issued a 
which, in part, declared: 


Statement 


‘The Department of Justice is on 
\ 


the right track in bringing crim- 
inal charges against ASCAP.... 
but....it is most unfortunate that 


the Department appears to have 
confused the illegal practices of 
ASCAP with the perfectly legiti- 
mate effort of broadcasters to cre- 
ate an alternative competitive sup- 
ply of music. . Broadcast Music, 
Inc., is not the creature of NBC 
and CBS. It was formed by man- 
date of the National Association of 
Broadcasters in open convention, 
and more than 600 stations are the 
owners of its stock and the users 
of its music. It was at the urging 
of many of these stations and of 
myself that the networks cooper- 
ated in formation of BMI, of 
which th together own only 


iy & Br 


the 
ey 


of the stock vadcasters 


throughout the country set up 
BMI after they had found it im- 
possible to deal with ASCAP on 
any basis other than paying a tax 


on all programs whether they used 
music or not. In forming BMI, 
we had competent legal advice and 
are confident that it is in no 
violative of the law. 


sense 


‘The statement is 
partment of Justice shows that 
the Department does 
stand the set-up of Broadcast 


sic, Inc. This is not 


ued by the De- 
not under- 
Mu- 
in 


irprising 


| view of the fact that the Depart- 
| ment of Justice has made no at- 
tempt to discuss this set-up with 
broadcaste noi ha l pointe i 
out to u wat I VI n it 
believed we were violating the 
law. Certainly if it belie that 
broadcasters are attempti ya boy- 
cott, it 1 co plete] f med 
For we the Department of Jus- 
tic ed a co 
with ASCAP id, v it failed 
to it i ‘ 
practically the w le broadcast ’ 
ndustry, represented BMI, of 
criminal practice Vithout pg ig 
! opport y ata for a 
a . Th +e 
t unusual behavior t at all 
cleal to me ind I } | i - 
fore the Department cai out is 
announced plan, it will b villing 
to give at leasta h considera 
tion to the bre 1d ¢ l S 
is en to a ) ety ni { i 
f ‘ar d law \v itor over 
extenaed per d of ea 
7 
A I ) I 
I r i H W 5 
( ) f Be I 
| J i 


Frederick Hollander ; ned ft 


‘LE 


rs’ ‘Footsteps in the Daz 


Mack Gordon and Harry W en 


writing songs for 


Sigmund Krumegold started scorins 





~ 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


| 


y 
‘The Shepherd of the Hills’ at Par- 
int 
David Snell i isphe 
music for Metro’s ‘Billy the Kid’ 
a le < € i 
Jack Robbins and the Mrs. to 


Miami Beach New Year’ 


seve, 


spend- 


ing the holiday en route. Will be 
gone three weeks or so. 
sania 
BMI } ented ‘Two Fing 
F; + ’ ° r S} 
4 


| Yes, My Darling Daughter (Feist) 


Now I Lay Me Down to Dream (Remick). 





(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the 
listings and respective publishers.) 
eee Decca 
ocoee VICtOF 
‘eee Ren 
séeeectenen 


| Bob Crosby....... 
|} Leo Reisman...... 
Gene Krupa....... 
Dick Jurgens...... 


1. Down Argentine Way (5) (Miller)..... 


, ' is Inkspots ; Decca 
2. We Three (5) (Mercer)......... : on nine Saws SOON 
e Three (5) (Merce } Tommy Dorsey.... . Victor 
3. Maybe (5) (Robbins)...... iss we: ee 046s OCen 
4. Only Forever (5) (Santly).... 6 MOIR CYOSDS. ob kkiccsicasss DeGGa 

{ Tommy Tucker.......... Okeh 
5. There I Go (5) (BMI)........-...--++ 4 Will Bradley........ Columbia 

| Woody Herman......... Pecca 

; APSO BOW ios se eh bccss Victor 
6. Frenesi (1) (Southern)............ ' Woody Herman.. Jecca 


Benny Goodmen....Columbia 
Al HAVO . 5 sscscs. ss OKCh 
Eddy Duchin........Columbia 


| Jack Leonard...........Okeh 


7. I Give My Word (4) (BMI).... 


Glenn Miller...... Bluebird 
. ‘. Sammy Kaye........ Victor 
8. Nightingale Sang (3) (S-B) : J , ? 
= = Kate Smith........ Columbia 
| Jack Leonard..:.........- Okeh 


Tommy Dorsey ; 
Eddy Duchin....... 
WRMINY BRAVO. <5 vccccce'e Victor 
Frankie Masiers iceeckreen 
Woody Hermau oov eo eDECCA 


FAVOR 


first 10 in popularity, 


Victor 
.Columbia 


— 


9. Two Dreams Met (4) (Miller 


~ 


10. Dream Valley (4) (Feist) 


DISKS GAINING 


(These recordings are directly below the 
ing in demand on the coin machines.) 


but grow- 


ccpeashe Columbia 
ooeee Victor 
.... Bluebird 


{ Kate Smith.... 
} Leo Reisman...... 

Dinah Shore..... 

Glenn Miller.........Bluebird 
| Johnny Long. coos ccweces 
{ Andy Kirk..... idaereeneeeeee 
, Guy Lombardo.........Decca 
| Bob Chester.........Bluebird 


Last Time I Saw Paris (Chappell) 


One I Love (Forster)...cccsessere socvee ROMMy DORSEY. cs ccsccccs VICtOP 
{Sammy Kaye........ .. Victor 
Guy Lombardo sooe eCca 


Santa Fe Trail (Harms)............ecece8 


| Dick Jurgens....... .Okeh 
| Rate Smith. is.cece. Columbia 


Eddy Duchin........Columbia 


Let's Be Buddies (Chappell)..... Leo Reisman. .. ....00« ¥ICUOFr 
| Connie Boswell.........Decca 


Band Grosses on One-Nighters 


Jimmy Dorsey band, on short tour before coming back 
to begin its radio commercial for 20-Grand ciggies, rolled 
gross and attendance figures in two dates the past week. 


Blue Barron (Armory, Cambridge, Md., Dec, 25). Barron 


New York 
t 


up the be 


drew a 


mildly disappointing gross of $1,325 with an attendance of 530 at 
prices ranging up to $5. 





Reggie Childs (Rainbow Gdns., Valdameer 


a ie, Pa., Dec. 21). 
head. Cl t 


Band grossed a satisfactory $1,002 at $l a hilds did better ) 
da later at Rutgers U. (New Brunswick, N. J., Dec. 27) in gross, at 
least, getting $1,500 with 500 attendees at $2.50 per. 





Jimmy Dorsey (Lyric theatre, Bridgeport, Conn., Dec. 29) High 
flying Dorsey crew t best biz mark of the season here with ap - 
mate : 00 ) f Tap 55c to 83 ran p 3 
of $3,560. Xmas n idelphia (Penn A. C.) band drew 2,612, 
just short of limit g set by Fire Dept. grossed $5,224 at $4 
a couple 

Gray Gordon (IMA Aud., Flint, Mich., Dec. 28). Gor ’3 reaction 
wasn't up to expectations. At 90c scale-he drew 720 adi O1 


Don Hughes (Fitz B., Bridgeport, Conn., Dec. 25). This is old Son: 
Burke band under new name ] | Grossed low 


iV 
and leader. 85 
hoppers at 65c. 


$510 with 7! 


Enoch Light (Yahnundasis G. C., New Hartford, N. Y., Dec. 27). Re- 
suming work after almost fatal auto crash last summer, Light nice 
$600 gross at $4 CC uple or $2.50 l e here 

Jimmie Lunceford (Grand Vié¢ \ J Cit De 26). L a 
f packe in al it $2.000 at $l a 

Bill McCune (Ritz B., P > ) ) Vi ( é n 

eC) ‘ f $640 off ] cal bank »}] ¢ KIT ite B50 t ad 
at 

McFarland Twins (Rai ) G Vald er Park, Erie, Pa., Dee. 
2)). Look-alike leaders rounc » 750 ers at $2.50 per 51 ). 
They did well, too, at Ritz B, Brid t, Co (De 29) cor g 
1,482 admi ons at 75c. 





Vaughn Monroe (Mechanics Hall, Worcester, Mass., Dec. 25). Gave 
promoter hot $1,035 gross with 1,592 at 65c. At the Arcadia B., Provi- 
dence (Dec. 26), outfit got about $900 gross, with 1,800 at 50c. a copy. 

Orron Tucker-Bonnie Baker (Wisconsin Roof, Milwaukee, Dec. 29). 
Tucker and gal with wee voice copped $2,300 gross with 3,700, some of 
whom forked up 50c advance and rest 75c at door, 


Marie Frye, soprano, will join the Ralph Berton’s Jam Sesh 
Tommy Dorsey band when it goes Ralph Berton, m.c. of the recorded 
into Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. | ‘Metropolitan Reviewer’ swing pro- 
J.. Jan, 21, She’s an outright ad-| 82m over WNYC, tossed a warn 

Mae : | Session and Hot Jazz Party’ at tne 
dition bringing Dorsey’s complement | yjjjape Greenwich Vil 


Vanguard, 


” r "° ry! ne Ainge iy ? T y : : any ¢ 4 
up to 23 people, including himself. | lage, N. Y. nitery, Sunday afternoon 
tr ~ oy ar . care ‘ ang 3 . > 
Seven of ’em are singers. Counting | 4nd night (29). 
Bobby Burns, band manager; Jack Number of musicians well | ‘ 
Egan, p.a., and driver of inst ve w 1 4 e 
e | J e ¢ 3 26 | 


ore me* 


oar. 


’ 
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Escrow No Ban on Graft? 





New York local 802 of the American Federation of Musicians may 


abolish the Escrow Department it set up more than 
control chiselling of scale rates for its musicians working club 


&@ year ago to 
dates. 


Local instituted the idea after numerous single-night club bookers were 
found guilty of underscaling and 


Escrow’s purpose was to act as middle man in paying sala 


placed on the AFM unfair list. 


aries, collect- 


ing cash from bookers and in turn paying off the men involved. 


However, 


the local discovered the value of the idea was n 


ot com- 


mensurate with the kicks stemming from the method of paying off 
because chiselling was going on anyway via kickbacks after salaries 
were collected. Complaints are based on the fact that each musician 
was or is required to wait a day or two before being able to collect 


through the local z 
ficult to cash immediately. 


and then were paid by check which most found dif- 





—— 





Detroit Sees Band Booking Made 


Harder by NBC's N.Y.-Chi Rule 


”% 
» 
| 





Detroit, Dec. 31. 


The recent ruling by NBC that all | 


its network band programis will orig- 
inate in New York and Chicago is 
going to knock the props right out 
from under the bands, according to 
the concensus here. Cities like De- 
troit no longer will be able to offer 


one of their biggest inducements to | 
they can’t raise | 


ambitious maestros, 
the ante above what they have been 
paying and there is considerable 
doubt whether the big bands, which 
frequently had written into their 
out-of-town contracts clauses on air 
time, will be willing to leave the two 
production centers. 

The network recently made the 
ruling to supervise the music played 
to prevent any headaches on the use 
of ASCAP tunes in the band airings. 
However, here it is felt that the rul- 
ing is going to be brutal on the band 
situation, knocking many out air 
spots since only a few will be able 
to get onto the air in the two pro- 
duction centers and will keep ~~ 
and-coming orchestras from buildi 
personal followings out in ‘the sticks. 

Difficulties in booking name bands 
into Detroit have been f@lt already. 
Several outfits have shunned con- 
tracts here which they formerly 
grabbed willingly, indicating that 
they didn’t want to pull out from 
New York and Chicago even if the 
scramble for time among the or- 
chestras threatens become a Cat- 


of 


to 


and-dog affair in the two centers. 
One of the factors on the credit 


side of the books for hotel and other 
spots in Detroit was that they were 
able to offer bands they brought in 
six shots a week on the air, some- 
times for a half hour and usually 
with three of the six programs going 


out over the nationwide set-ups. All 
this is out after Jan. 1. 
The Terrace Case 

Typical example here is the Ter- 
race Room in the Hotel Statler 
where Enric Madriguera is rounding 
out a long stay. He got six shots a 
week at air time over WWJ some 
for a half hour and three of the 
weekly broadcasts going over the 
NBC chain. Those network shots 
and the regularity of broadcasts 
(nightly 11 p. m. in this case) were 
felt to be extremely valuable to 
bands. Not only in building them 
locally, keeping them on the wide 


set-ups 
etc. 
The band pulls down approximate- 


but in boosting recordings, 


ly $2,500 a week. There’s no profit 
in it for the Terrace Room. How- 
ever, the hotel is willing to tag along 
v ithou a profit with name bands in 
one room, figuring it has advertis- 
ing value. However. hotels and other 
spots don’t feel able to boost the 
Offers above the present figures and 
take a loss. 


Thank Petrillo For 
Breaking Breakfast Club 


Philadelphia, Dec. 31. 

Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, on Friday (27) passed a 
resolution thanking James C. Petrillo, 
national prexy. for his action in 
breaking up tHe ‘Breakfast Club’ 
broadcast on NBC. 

Washup cf the program brought 
about the setting up of a similar 
broadcast on the Quaker Network 
from WFIL, bankrolled by General 
Baking Co.. which sponsored the 
Breakfast Club break-in plugs here. 
The new show features a 15-piece 
band, which gave nearly a dozen un- 
employed musicians jobs. The show 





had its initial shot over the 15-sta-| 
tion weep Jambeatatind (Mon.). 
David ‘Buttolph started scoring 


“Western Union’ at 20th-Fox. 





Saturday Night Prices 
For Lucky’s Camp Dates 


Lucky Strike is committed for 13 
|Saturday night cantonment shows 
'and Music Corp. of America has 
meanwhile discovered that the cost 
of these units will be far above what 
it had quoted the account. All the 
bands approached are asking the 
usual top one-nighter price, pointing 
out that the date is of a Saturday, 
when a dance orchestra garners 
around 40% of their week’s income. 
In addition to entertaining at the 
camp the band will be cut into the 
cig’s regular Hit Parade program 
over CBS. 
Series starts 
Duchin at Fort 
the cantonment 
far are Jan. 
Marine Base 
25, Char] 


Jan. 11 with Eddie 
Myers, Va. Rest of 
bookings made so 
18, Tommy Dorsey, 
ng lantico, Va.; Jan. 


, Camp Dix, N. J.: 


at 
lie Barne 


Feb. 1, Tommy rt seg submarine 
base at Newport, R. I; Feb. 8, Jack 
Teagarden, Camp Devins, N. Y., and 


Sammy Kaye, 
training school. 


Annapglis Naval 


BEECHNUT 5 PART 
OF WNEW DISC SHOW 


Beechnut Packing Co. bought 
an hour and a half daily, six days 
a week on WNEW, New York’s 
‘Dance Parade.’ Starting night 
(Tuesday) sponsor is underwriting 
the 10:30-midnight period Monday 
through Saturday using recorded 


has 


Inc 
last 


music and news bulletins. Contract 
is for a solid year. 

Instead of using only 15-minute 
segments of popukar band waxings 
as most sponsored record shows do, 
Beechnut is airing 30-minutes of one 
outfit or three groups each night 

Dol Brissette plays the Greek- 
British Relief Ball, Mechanics Bldg., 


oston, Jan. 3. 


PAUL WHITEMAN SUES 
EX-MEMBER OF BAND 


Paul Whiteman has filed suit 

| the N. Y. supreme court against 
| Abraham A. Drelinger, former musi- 
| cian in his employ, and Jacob Rosen- 
berg, president of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, Local 802. seek- 
ing the recovery of $758. Whiteman 
has secured permission of the un- 
j}ion to sue, and has deposited the 
amount sued for with Local 802. 

| On March 21, 1938, Whiteman em- 
|ployed Drelinger on a three 
| contract starting March 20, 1938 
running out the same date in 1941 
On July 24, 1939 the contract was 
cancelled by mutual agreement. Sub- 
| sequently Drelinger filed a claim for 
| $885 with the AFM, which granted 
jhim $758. 

| Whiteman believes that the settle- 
ment of the contract in July, 1939. 
eliminated any possible claim for 
money, and since the AFM threat- 
ened him with expulsion if he did 
;not pay, requested permission to take 
| the matter to court. This was grant- 
'ed if he deposited the $758 in ad- 


year 
and 


vance. The conductor seeks a court 
ruling that he does not owe the 
musician anything, and that Local 


'802 ought to turn back the money to 
him. 





Band Bookings 








| 

Sammy Kaye, Jan, 24-26, Metro- 
ag theatre, Providence, R. IL.; 
Jan. 31, U. of Maryland, Baltimore 


| Feb. “4 week, Earle theatre, Phila- 
delphia. 

Gene Krupa, Feb. 25, 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J 

Raymond Scott, Jan. 10, week, 
Lyric theatre, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Tommy Dorsey, Feb. 21, Muehlen- 
berg College, Allentown, Pa.: 28, 
Penn State C., State College, Pa 

Benny Goodman, Jan. 9-11, Capital 
theatre, Harrisburg, Pa.; 12 
sonie hop, Rochester, Pa. 

Raymond Scott, Jan. 8, Kenosha 
theatre, Kenosha, Wis.; 10, Lyric 
theatre, Indianapolis; 17, U. of Ill- 
| inois, Champaign, Il.; 18, U. of Wis- 
consin, Mad 19, theatre, Green 
Bay, Wisconsin; 22, theatre, Main- 
towoc, Wis.; 24-25, theatre, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan; 26-28, Jackson 
theatre, Jackson, Mich.;: 29-Feb. 1, 
theatre, Kalamazoo, Mich.: 2-4, thea- 
tre, Grand Rapids, Mich.; 6-8, theatre 
Saginaw, Mich.; 9-10, theatre, Battle 


four weeks, 


ison; 


Creek, Michigan. 

Jimmie Lunceford, Feb. 1, U. of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill: 3 
Benevolent Temple, Greenville, S. C.; 


4. Aud., Knoxville, Tenn.; 5, Dixie- 
land B., Lexington, Ky. 6, Vanity 
Fair, Huntington, W. Va.: 7, Warden’ 
Rink. Beckley, W. Va.; 8 Armory. 
Charleston. W. Va. 9 Crystal 
Caverns, Strausberg, Va.: 10. Aud 
Bluefield, W. Va.; 11, Capitol theatre 
Wheeling, W. Va.:; 12, Duquesne 
Gardens, Pittsburgh: le Aud 
Toledo: 14, Aud., Dayton; 15, U. of 


Kentucky, Lexington, 


Inside Stuff—Music 





Despite his brother Bing being an ASCAP member, Bob Crosby’s newest 
number, ‘You're a Double Lovely.’ written in collaboration with Roc Hill- 
man, has been published by BMI. Bandleader also had several others 
pu hed by.the same firn Brother Bing previously stated he neve 
sing a BMI number on the air 

Same situs O es to a femme BMI ter, Joan W 
whose real r Zoe P 6) r , h Er VI 
gue orchestr Zoel Parente her father, a member of ASCAP 
g 
With € ( llab t < H Zaret ¢ K ¢ c ¢ | one of RB T 
current top seller to her cre S ¥ re the One.’ She's also cleft 
High on a Windy H é a f f others 

Peculiar ce ence ¢ e to g recently with the ret f ‘ 
Tommy Dorsey ) 1 fr } e <A Jimmy Blake, Dorsey ‘ 
who was hospitalized in the east when the band went west last Septe 
ber. later drove across the country to re the outfit at the Palladiun 
Ballroom. Hollywood. He left New York Saturday, Oct. 8, at 1 p. m., and 

¥ , } : } Pan ssteic Tafa 
at the same hour three days later crashed into another car outside Jeffer- 


son City, Mo. 
It turned out the other car 


' had left Los Ang 


While John Kirby and his orchestra played Brunswick hotel, 


was being driven by Mrs. Guy, 
of the trumpet players in Kay Kyser’s band who was driving east. 
‘eles the same day that Blake had left 


wife of one 
She 
New York. 

Boston, 
that 


unit was denied local air time because radio station usually carries 
spot’s bands, has strict rule that bands must have 10 or more men to 
broadcast. Station manager had never heard of Kirby or his CBS broad- 


casts that have won praise from Variety and other 


music critics. At con- 


‘clusion of Kirby’s engagement, hotel’s press agent mailed literature on 


' band with clipping to station 


‘ 


manager. 


How seriously at 


the networks indicated by 


least three of ASCAP’s directors regard the break with 
the circumstance that 


Louis Bernstein, Saul 


Bornstein and Irving Caesar have gone on their regular winter vacations. 


Two of Ber and Caesar, 


on a cruise, 


them nstein 


But Bernstein is due back Monday 


are in Florida, while Bornstein went 


(6). 


Plays Same Tunes in Same Ballrooms 


For Weekly Profit of $800 or Better 





DOROTHY CLAIRE’S WALK 


Signed Nov. 11 with Byrne—Now 
Quits for Glenn Miller 
Dorothy Claire, vocalist 
Bobby Byrne orchestra, has served 
notice on Byrne that she will leave 
his band Jan. 5 to take over Marion 
Hutton’s vacated spot with Glenn 
Miller. In making the move Miss 
Claire is disregarding a three-year 
contract she signed with the Byrne 
band last Nov. 11. In order to get 
her, Miller reportedly made a salary 
offer just about double what Byrne 

was paying for her services. 

Miller had been dickering with 
Miss Claire and had spoken to Dee 
Keating, vocalist with the Al Dona- 
hue band, about taking Miss Hutton’s 
place. Byrne’s manages had asked 
$5,000 of Miller for Miss Claire's 
contract, which is supposed to — 
been ignored. Donahue's group w 
ready to ask a similar price, + oteny 
no representative from the Miller 
side contacted Donahue directly. Ne- 


vith the 


gotiations between Miss Keating and 
Miller were “carried out by phone 


without Donahue’s knowledge. 


Byrne's band is currently at Frank 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J., where the contract between 


the band and the spot calls for Miss 
Claire. Miller is the Pennsyl- 
vania hotel, N. bi 


at 


- BMI WILL PUBLISH 
‘CRAZY WITH THE HEAT’ 


Broadcast Mus!e wil! publish the 
entire score of ‘Crazy With the Heat,’ 


legit musical now in Boston and 
lated to open in New York Jan. 14. 
Irving Graham did the lyrics and 
musIc, 

BMI also has songs in ‘All in Fun’ 
and ‘Hellzapoppin.’ = closed in 
three days on Broadv 

New Fire's New Title 

gh Dec. 31. 

Pan-American Mus Corp., re- | 
cently chartered by the Secretary of 
State, has changed its name _ to 
Latin-American Music Corp. 

Gilbert & Gilbert, of New York, 


are the filing attorneys 

Francis Gilbert explained that the 
new tag was picked after it was dis- 
covered that Southern Music Co. had 
a subsid with the words ‘Pan-Amer- 


ican Music’ in the firm name. Gil- 
bert still refuses to disclose who the 
principles are in his own incorpora- 
tion 


Problems of long sleepless jumps, 
expensive transportation, arrange- 
ments and musicians and the hun- 
dred and one details that arise to 
plague the life of the average band- 


leader and his attempt to build a 
bankroll from the band _ business, 
don’t worry Joe Mack, local Boston 
leader He cuts himself a weekly 
slice of between $800-$1,000 in per- 
centages from six nights a week of 
work without the bother of any of 


the above worries. 

Mack follows a week-in-and-week- 
out itinerary which covers four ball- 
rooms in and around Boston, using no 
arrangements, music stands, ete. All 
he does is show up at the designated 


danceries each evening with crew 
of 11 pieces beside himself. But the 
band has such a following that it 
plays to an average weekly total of 
6,200 patrons ranging from young- 
sters to 60 to 70-year-olds. Outfit 
plays a flock of old-established tunes 


mixed with new ones all of which 
are memorized first at rehearsal and 
thereafter never varied in intepre- 
tation or tempo. Every third num- 
ber is a waltz. 

Mack is about 50 
has been playing 
some eight years. On Monday- 
Wednesday-Thursday he’s at the 
Roseland-State Ballroom, Boston; 
Tuesday, Roseland Ballroom, Taun- 
ton; Friday, Commodore Ballroom at 
Lowell; Saturday, Convention Hall, 
Boston. Prices are set in all spots 
and never vary from 30c for ladies, 
40c for men. His outfit is composed 
of three sax, xylophone, two 
dions, one trombone, banjo, 
drums, piano, and the leader 
dle. 

Attitude of various bandleaders 
who have visited him is exemplified 
the crack of one wel! jive 


years old, and 
his circuit for 


accore 
base, 


on fid- 


by known 


mae: “ache After standing around 
watching the dancing he walked 
over te Mack and exclaimed, ‘Hello 
Joe. I came for a laugh, but I see 
1,000 people. You're working and 
I'm not, so I guess the laugh’s on 
me.’ 


Pepitone Tops New Orleans 
New Orleans, Dec. 31. 


Giacomo Pepitone was re-elected 


president of the Musicians’ Protec- 
tive Union, Local No. 174, affiliated 
with AFL, Thursday (26). Other 


Charles Harte 
Robert Aguie 
Ralph L, 
Sal Case 


elected were 
vice-president: 
recording secretary: 
financial secretary; 
a, sergeant-at-arn 

Anthony Almerico, E G Ger- 
brecht, Ed Fontana, Leo Broekhoven 
and Je Paquay, are me of 


board of 


officers 
mann, 
lera, 

Chabao, 


or] 7 
tiglio] 


an noers 


the directors. 








Feist First in Gil 





Lyric by Mack Gordon 








DREAM VALLEY 


A best seller from coost-to-coast ! 
By Mick Kenny, Charlies Kenny, Joe Burke 


YOU SAY THE SWEETEST THINGS | 


(BABY) 


From the 20th Century-Fox Picture “Tin Pon Alley“ 


YES, MY DARLING DAUGHTER 


The season's first “natural” request hit! 
Words and Music by Jack Lawrence’ 


ROSE OF THE ROCKIES 


|) new Nick Kenny song tiomph! _ 
by Nick _ Charles gies Lytog iio gates 





a tt nna 
ee meinen 


Music by Harry Warren 
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Benny Goodman ‘Man I Love’—Benny Rides Again’ (Columbia 55001) 

First of a monthly series of 12-inch platters, ‘Man I Love’ and its ac- 
companying original, reveals a new Goodman group every bit as capable 
as the old. Outstanding points of the work on the standard, over and 
above the band’s excellent precision work in ensemble and the taste and 
class of the arrangement, is Helen Forrest's vocal and a trumpet solo. 
Latter is a shining example of tone and style. Goodman's clarinet is sub; 
ordinated in the cleverly written arrangement. However, the reverse, a 
faintly familiar melody theme. gives his instrument wide opportunities. 
His solos and the background for them are great. As an original it’s highly 
effective, with half the hard driving once thought necessary. 





Tommy Dorsey ‘Swing High’—‘Swing Time in Harlem?’ (Victor 27249) 

Thumpeter Ziggy Elman gets billing on the first side for an excellent 
trumpet solo. Piece is a fast original, played in a sizzling groove all the 
way. It’s strictly for cats. Uneven tempo is its only weakness. Clarinet and 
sax solos, each slick, supplement the Elman horn in breaks. Reverse is 
cooler jive, well played, and treated to more trumpet, sax and piano solos. 
Connie Haines’ vocal has a Negroid tinge. Tunes are unusual in that Dor- 
sey’s trombone is absent from various solos. 





Charlie Barnet ‘Scrub Me Mama’—Can’t Remember’ (Bluebird 10975) 

Barnet has been fairly consistent of late, but ‘Scrub Me Mama with a 
Boogie Beat’ is a stumble. It’s a confusing arrangement in boogie-woogie 
style. Most of the boogie beat is covered by the distribution of the brass 
and sax parts, making the side much less attractive. Ford Leary’s vocal 
isn’t particularly outstanding. Reverse is better; a ballad, it’s played 
smoothly and at good tempo. Bob Carroll vocals. 





Tommy Tucker ‘Because of You’—‘Stars Over Campus’ (Okeh 5899) 

‘Because of You’ is one of the best things Tucker has ever done in any, 
tempo or style. Band has been clicking of late with such novelties as ‘Seven 
Beers with the Wrong Woman’, but both of these sides are unusually 
good ballads. ‘Because’ is best, the arrangement smoothly using electric 
guitar, muted brass and saxes with clarinet lead. It’s particularly good 
behind Don Brown’s neat vocal. Reverse is similarly handled. Vocal by 
Brown and Amy Arnell, however, is partially spoiled by occasional band 
chorus accompaniment, 





Johnny Long ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’—‘Johnny Peddler’ (Decca 3560) 

Bands and singers are hopping on this tune. So far Long’s is the best 
orchestral try, though the most able recording of it is still one cut by 
vocalist Dinah Shore on Bluebird (10920). Long’s version is more likable 
than Glenn Miller’s (Bluebird 10970), being better arranged and at a good 
beat whereas Miller’s is in too fast a tempo. Vocal by Helen Young on 
Long’s record is given more chance by the slower speed. Playing is full. 
Reverse ‘Peddler’ isn’t as strong. It’s vocalized by Miss Young and Paul 
Harmon. He’s a kit weak. Arrangement is average. 





Duke Ellington ‘Never Felt This Way’—All Too Soon’ (Victor 27247) 

Ellington packs a slow paced wallop on both sides. Played in extremely 
slow tempo the first tune is brimfull of appeal by virtue of the solid tone 
color in ensemble and the strong sax and trombone breaks. Ellington and 
Al Dubin, an unusual combination, collaborated on the smart melody. Herb 
Jeffries vocals. Reverse is equally effective, along the same lines in tempo 
and playing. Solos are same except trombone is muted. Both are fine | 
examples of Ellington, 





Claude Thornhill ‘Legend of Old California’—‘Love of My Life’ (Okeh 5901) 

It’s hard to figure what Thornhill’s new band is striving for here. Either | 
the leader is trying to limit the band in its embryo stage or he’s trying to! 
build a new singer. First side is alt vocal by Dick Harding; second is half 
vocal. When it finally gets a chance the band shows none too smartly. 
Blending of instruments by the arrangements is not at all attractive and 
the playing could have been much cleaner. Harding’s vocals are not strong 
enough to carry three quarters of both sides alone. He’s often guilty of 
poor diction. 





i Dinah Shore ‘My Man’—Somebody Loves Me’ (Bluebird 10978) 
Miss Shore’s version of ‘Man’ is in the style and tempo called for by the 
sentiment of the lyrics. She interprets the lyric in the manner it orig- 
inally was done and does it in real tear pulling style. Tune is a push- 


| met. 


| anti-trust suit against ASCAP, BMI, 


over for her ability. A side with sock possibilities it’s equal to anything, 


she has done in the past. Coupling is nice contrast via the lifting tempo 
in which it’s done, 





Ben Bernie ‘Pierre of Saskatchewan’—‘That’s Your Umbrella’ (Okeh 5889) 

Bernie’s band sounds okay on both sides, but neither tune is particularly 
strong material. Bailey Sisters do the long vocal on the ‘Pierre’ side. 
‘Umbrella’ is at a brisk tempo, strong enough to have garnered okay reac- 
tion without vocal help of the Baileys. 





7 
Teddy Powell ‘Can’t Rub You Out My Eyes’—‘Sad, But True’ 
(Bluebird 10974) 

Powell’s new band waxes okay. This is it’s first Bluebird recording on a 
new contract. First tune is one by the leader himself, a ballad with excel- 
lent possibilities though it’s not presented here as well as it might have 
been. Tune is arranged as a vocal almost all the way using Ruth Gaylord 
and the Teddy Bears. Girl is a bit weak in spots. Sax solo keeps the outfit 
in the background after she’s through. Reverse is the band’s inning. It 
shows up as a well balanced and capable group. Jimmy Blair’s vocal and 
a trumpet solo interrupt the ensemble. 


Alvino Rey ‘Row Your Boat’-‘St. Louis Blues’ (Bluebird 10948) 

Alvino Rey’s new band impresses very favorably on its first two sides. 
It comes. off wax as a well rounded and rehearsed group. Outfit tackles 
the first of these two in energetic fashion. Kicking out in strong and 
smooth tempo, it rolls through ‘Row’ solidly. It’s a good job. Intention 
of the coupling seems to be to kid ponderous arrangements of the standard. 
Starting in legit fashion it widens to a corn angle via electric guitar break. 
Latter instrument is sock on both sides. 


| grumbling 


| world 


| John 





Frankie Masters ‘In Toyland Village’-‘He’s My Uncle’ (Okeh 5846) 
‘Down in Toyland Village’ sounds like it was recorded directly from 
a cartoon sound track. It’s about the nicest thing Masters has done to 
date. It has a crisp and lilting quality in its playing. Whole idea is helped 
considerably by Masters and the Masters Voices treatment of the vocal. 
‘Uncle’ is an average spinner, not much in the way of tune or treatment. 





Woody Herman ‘Golden Wedding’——‘Five o’Clock Whistle’ (Decca 3436) 

Opera is the basis for ‘Wedding.’ It’s an unusual piece combining 
some very good points with unattractive ones. When it moves it rides at 
a sock level, but the drum breaks provide too many lulls. Drum solos, no 
matter how good, and these are fine, depend more On visual appreciation. 
Coming off a record they lose too much appeal. However, the side should 
get response because it’s different. Clarinet and trumpet stand out. 
‘Whistle’ is a bit late in release. It ranks with any of the preceding ver- 
sions instrumentally, the arrangement and playing imparting a lift and 
snap that freshens the tune. Herman’s sad solo is neat. Dillagene vocals. 


VARIETY 


No ASCAP Tues | Bands at 











——_— ~ (‘ontinued from page 19 





agreement is unlawful, so that if, 


the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 





they (the networks) did accept such! charge business being done bu name bands in various New York hotels. 


a contract they might find them- 
selves in violation of the law. ASCAP ro9m capacity and cover charge. 
tags this line of approach to the issue holidsy price.) 


action be taken on the consent de-| 
cree offered it by Arnold until the! major draw. 


| U. S. supreme court had passed on 


Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated, 


Figures after name of hotel give 


Larger amount designates weekend and 


as ‘just another form of network Covers Total 
rt peerage inv It oe also] aa ete! ae P one ovovers 
ointed out that if it is illegal to) .™ 4 are 
Pen an ASCAP contract thee it is | Will Bradley..... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 7 1,200 6,250 
certainly to go on with a BMI con. | Eddy Duchin*....Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)............. 16 1,725 16,425 
tract. since Arnold has likelihood | Sammy Kaye*....Commodore (650; 75c-$1.50).........10 1,950 15,735 
termed BMI to be in violation of the | Ray Kinney*. . Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 33 4 861,275 43,125 
law. |Guy Lombardo.. Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)............12 1,475 14,250 
deine dada tina | Woody Herman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 1 2,028 3,100 
|Glenn Miller.. .. Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 12 ~=3,150 25,320 
At a meeting of the ASCAP board) Tony Pastor...... Lincoln (225; 75c-$1.50)...........-. 13 425 5,225 
'of directors it was voted that no; —_ 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 





the Florida and Nebraska cases. The | 
board spent the entire afternoon dis-| being that this further confuses the 
cussing the legal phases of the pres-| public mind as to the ‘music copy- 
ent crisis and how they were to be, right pool and trust... Thurman Ar- 
The board was informed that! nold, the D. J. trust-buster, and U. S. 
there was every. indication that! Attorney-Geheral Robert L. Jackson, 
Arnold would get his indictments in| however, are said to be interested 
Wisconsin by the second week of!|solely in ‘clarifying’ the entire music- 
January, but that there was much) radio muddle, and can only see an 
doubt whether the Government, action filed against everybody as a 
would move with any dispatch in| means for solution. 

trying the case, all of which could! Meantime, within inner ASCAP 
be expected to help hamper any! circles, it’s reported that the so- 


| negotiations with the networks for | called ‘favorable terms’ that Lieut. 
| a settlement. | Governor Charles Poletti thought he 


appeared | Could obtain for the Society under a 


Music industry _ itself é 
included one ‘murderous’ 


yesterday (Tuesday) to have thor- | consent 


‘oughly reconciled itself to the ine | pEOvstS anent the rights to record 


dictments. In fact, some of the im-| tunes for the usual 2c-per-disk roy- 
portant figures among writers and| alty (actually it comes down to 1%4c 
publishers expressed themselves as @ Side), but with it also was cove- 
welcoming the court actions, since it) M@nted a right to publicly perform 
would remove the sword that has for profit. How that supposedly was 
been hanging over their heads as far| Slipped in, is one of the ASCAP 
as ASCAP is concerned for years) Mysteries. It’s said that the ASCAP 
and at the same time allow them to | board, itself, has never seen the pro- 
go to bat on the actual issues in-| POSed consent; merely the top offi- 
volved. This industry also expresses | cials and attorneys, and that this was 
itself as reconciled to a deal already | One of the aspects which caused at- 
having been tentatively worked out) torneys Schwartz & Froshlich for the 
between the Government depart-{S0cicty to kayo the consent idea. 

ment and the networks whereby the| Thurman Arnold, assistant  at- 
latter and Broadcast Music, Inc., will| torney-general in charge of trust- 
enter into a consent decree which| busting activities, was openly piqued 
will sufficiently clear the latter’s; With the. Society after 


| skirts as to toss the burden of guilt-| dickerings to effect ‘the best possible 


disproving into the laps of ASCAP. | deal’ for ASCAP under a consent 


It is reported that Jan. 6 is the date | decree. 


for the filing of the Government's Charles Poletti, Lieut. Governor of 
the State of 


CBS and NBC in Milwaukee Wis. | been called in by ASCAP to handle 
consin. It is stated it will be a crim- | Pe negotiations, was suddenly told 
inal, rather than a civil proceeding, | to forget about the whole thing after 
based on the so-called ‘tobacco trust’ | Charles C. Schwartz and Louis D. 
proceedings, a previous U. S. anti-| 
trust prosecution. 

If the report of a criminal action 





engaged in a very heated argument 
with Gene Buck and John G. Paine, 


: , ‘ prez and g.m. of ASCAP respec- 
is ~ ge ot pn d preclude ed | tively. Schwartz and Frohlich could | 
en nt, under the statutes. This | not see the wisdom of a consent de- 
would kayo any possibility of BMI| cree and many of the rank-and-file | 


and the networks agreeing to a con- 
sent, and thus leave the Society to 
fight it, since ASCAP had only re- 
cently balked at a consent decree. 

Sidney M. Kaye, v.p. and legal 
counsel for BMI, made a hurried visit 
to Washington the latter part of last 
week to ascertain Broadcast Music, 
Inc.’s position in the suit, and is re- 
ported to have huddled with Dept. of 
Justice officials. 

BMI is 
having been joined as a co-defendant, ; the oil decision which likewise ruled 
as are the broadcasters, the idea | On pooling of assets and price-fixing. 

| Wisconsin, officially, is mentioned 


publishers and writer-members of 
the Society felt the same way, on 
the elementary premise that this was 
| tantamount to confession of guilt in 
pooling of copyrights, price-fixing, 
monopoly and all the other usual 
anti-trust charges which ASCAP has 
so vehemently denied in the past. 
Suits are expected to be started in 
Milwaukee. Wisconsin is now a fav- 
orite Governmental home-plate 











gathered considerable evidence there 
which has never been fully adjudi- 
cated. 


Olivier-Leigh 


4——_ Continued from page 3 








; Wisc. AFM Anti-ASCAP 
in London about actors 


who ‘gallantly defend their country | , 
“hate : ~ .,°,| Oranch of the Americar -rati 
from behind American footlights 1 Federation 


. of Musicians has been mos eatedly 
seems to have recently died down. anti-ASCAP - . dng vara 
_— Ag anti-ASCAP of any of the union’s 
Olivier’s and Miss Leigh’s state-| locals. Also WTMJ, newspaper- 
ments as they left from Jersey City | owned station (Milwaukee Journal) 
on the S. S. Excambion for Lisbon | has likewise been very anti-ASCAP. 
added little in the way of explana- The surprise all around, of course, 
tion. Miss Leigh said: ‘I know Lon- | js the naming of NBC and CBS and 
don is not the safest place in the! Broadcast Music. Inc.. as co-defend- 
right now, but it is still my | ants with ASCAP. SESAC (The So- 
home and that’s where I want to be ciety of “uropean Stage Authors and 
I may return when the war is over.’ 


; '- |Composers) was also mentioned by 
Olivier said that he would offer his | Attorney General Robert L. Jack- 
services to British officials ‘for what- | son as a possible co-defendant. Mu- 


ever they think I can do.’ Miss Leigh 


| tual Broadcasting System is not men- 
also said she will take up war work. 


tioned, although certain Mutual lead- 
David Niven, Richard Green and | ers (stations) have been active with 
Farrow are others who have | the other networks in the pro-BMI 
left Hollywood to help defend their | buildup. 
homeland. First two are in England | The U. S. takes the position that 
and Farrow is in the Canadian naval | between two ‘music copyright pools,’ 
information service. | i.e, ASCAP and BMI, the public in- 
Director Leslie Fenton likewise re- | terest is involved, and that both are 
turned to his native England some | monopolistic. Anyway, the purpose 
months ago and is waiting for his| of the suit is to clarify matters. 
wife, Ann Dvorak, to follow. She! It’s for this purpose that Gene 
attempted to accompany him but has| Buck, ASCAP prez, in a _ formal 
passport trouble which she is now| statement, following notification of 
endeavoring to straighten out. She’s| U. S. proceedings to indict Society 
currently on a vaude tour with Ed-/| board and its officers, stated that 
mund Lowe. She and Fenton have | ‘this is the first time, to my knowl- 
just had a number published by | edge that the Attorney General's of- 
BMI. Tagged ‘Remember Paris,’ it’s a fice has addressed itself publicly to 
counterpart of Jerome Kern’s and! doing something about the monopoly, 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d’s ‘The 
Time I Saw Paris.’ Fenton did the 
lyrics and Miss Dvorak the music. |! 


opponents.’ 
Buck, also in the statement, for the 


extensive | 


New York, who had| 


| Frohlich, regular ASCAP attorneys, | 


for 
frankly displeased with | trust-busting proceedings, ever since | 


~ } 
——if because the U. S. is supposed to have | 


It’s known also that the Wisconsin | 


Last | the power and the activities of our | 


| first time publicly admitted that ne- 
gotiations for a consent decree had 
collapsed, stating that the Society 
wanted to have the U. S. Supreme 
Court adjudicate certain pending 
proceedings, and that ‘The Society 
could not afford to surrender to a 
consent decree ultimatum on the 
zrounds that it was entitled to await 
the Supreme Court’s decision.’ 
Buck’s statement: 

‘Indictment Regreiabie’ 


‘Attorney General Jackson's an- 
/nouncement to proceed to indict the 
| American Society of Composers, Au- 
ithors and Publishers is regrettable 
| but does not come as a shock to me 
| Or my associates, 

‘We composers and authors of the 
; nation have long grown used to the 
power and influence of the broad- 
casters since the birth of radio. 


‘The only new feature of the Gov- 
ernment is Mr. Arnold's declaration 
to also indict the Columbia Broad- 
casting System, the National Broad- 
casting Company and their ‘company 
union,’ Broadcast Music, Inc., for 
| which he receives our sincere con- 
| gratulations, an a ae 
| 








‘The breaking down of the nego- 
tiations between the attorney general 
and ourselves was his insistence that 
we accept a decree requiring the So- 
| ciety to do business as prescribed by 
certain laws which the Broadcasters 
succeeded in having enacted in 
Florida, and Nebraska, as well as in 
other states in 1937. 

‘The states’ statutes were declared 
invalid by 11 Federal judges sitting in 
three states and upheld in one state, 
;}namely, Washington®on Christmas 
eve by three judges. The Supreme 
Court, has agreed to review two of 
the decisions. The cases will be 
argued the latter part of next month 
or the early part of February. In 
view of the desirability of obtaining 
an authoritative ruling on this im- 
| portant question from the _ nation’s 

highest tribunal, the Society sug- 
| gested that discussion of these mat- 
ters be deferred until the Supreme 
Court decision. 

‘We believe our position and de- 
cision to refuse to yield to a consent 
decree in the light of these facts is 
sound. 





‘As the nation knows, we are en- 
gaged in a controversy with the 
broadcasting industry which, through 
its power and influence, has insti- 
gated and motivated our legal diffi- 
culties in the nation’s capital at 
Washington and _ throughout’ the 
| separate states of the union. .. . 

“We have offered and are still will- 
ing to meet the broadcasters any 
time, any place, anywhere to nego- 
tiate and to settle our differences 
—but all of the efforts of those who 


have tried for over eight months, 
including ourselves, have been un- 


successful. The broadcasters have 
evidently decided to go through with 
their plans to boycott our music and 
no one it seems, including the Gov- 
ernment, can induce them to change 
their set course.’ 


Washington, Dec. 31. 
Congested court calendars in 
New York and Chicago, along 


with the material collected sev- 
eral years ago during an inves- 
tigation in Wsconsin, prompted 
the Justice Department to pick 
Milwaukee as the jurisdiction for 
the prospective grand jury probe 
of the music copyright situation. 

While other places might be 
more logical choices, trustbust- 
ers felt they can operate more 
effectively and economically in 
Wisconsin. Only a short hop to 
the Chicago office, this will 
cut travel expense and time to a 
minimum, a matter of grave 
concern to the overworked staff. 
In addition, effort will be re- 
duced because the files contain 
still usable data collected over a 
considerable period in anticipa- 
| tion of the old New York equity 

proceeding against ASCAP. 
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Conn. Labor Commissioner Against 


Femme Curfew, But Must ‘Uphold’ Law 





Hartford, Dec. 31. 
Personal opposition to the 10 p.m. 
curfew law, as it affects femme en- 
was voiced last week by 
Cornelius J. 


tertainers, 
Labor Commissioner 
Danaher at a meeting of restaurant 
owners night spot operators 
near here, but the commissioner 


warned the group that as long as 
the law is on the books he would 


enforce it. 


and 





—_——+ 


Said the commissioner: ‘Logically, | 


I see no reason W hy female enter- 
tainers should not be allowed in res- 
taurants after 10 p.m.’ The meeting 
was called by the restaurateurs in 
an endeavor to get a waiver of the 


law for tonight (New Year's Eve). 
The commissioner refused to grant 
same, but strong indications were 


¢ 


A 


given that there would be a lot « 
eye winking. As a result, all 
in the state went ahead with plans 
for utilizing floorshows embracing 
femme entertainers. 

It was pointed out to the commis- 
sioner that several thousands of dol- 
lars are going out of the state into 
New York, Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island because of the inability of 
Connecticut spots to put on floor 
shows. As the state is now in an 
extra heavy era of prosperity (due 
to Government defense spending), 
all operators are working double 
time scheming to get some of the 
cash. Concerted effort is expected 
to be made in the 1941 legislature 
to get an amendment on the iaw 
making exemptions for femme en- 
tertainers. Several members of the 
legislature are known to be in ac- 
cord with the proposed change. 
Others are already being pressured. 

The commissioner told the group 
that only through proper organiza- 
tion would they be able to get such 
an exemption passed. Pointed out 
that the hotel group was able to get 
exemption for their employees 
through concerted action and lob- 
bying. Only spots in the state in 
which femme entertainers are al- 
lowed legally to work after the pre- 
scribed hours are in hotels. 


spots 





Lido Venice, Det., Can’t 
Get Liquor Permit 


Detroit, Dec. 31. 
laborate plans for the New Year's 
Eve reopening of the luxurious Club 
Lido Venice had to be scrapped be- 


cause of the State Liquor Control! 
Commission’s refusal to reinstate the 
club’s license. The charge against 
the club, originating in some new: 
paper advertising, was that the place 
was not operated for private me: 

bership, but was soliciting public 
patronage. 

Commissioner Alva W. Cummin 
charged that the Lido Venice ran 
newspaper advertising from October, 
1939, to May, 1940, designed to at- 
tract more than just members. The 


club surrendered its license when 
it closed in June. Following the sur- 
render, State police raided the place 
and reported seizing liquor 

Zambling equipment. However, 
this count, the club cleared its name 


ana 


on 


pointing out it was not in legal pos 
session at the time. It recently went 
through expensive renovations f¢ 

the opening 


ALL SET NOW 


Creditors and Court OK Minnesota's 
Lease in Mpls, 
Minneapolis, Dec. 31. 
Creditors and the U. S. referee in 
bankruptcy approved the lease of the 
4,000-seat Minnesota theatre to Mid- 


dle States Corp. of Milwaukee, oper- 
ators of the Riverside theatre there 
Lease calls for five months’ rent fre¢ 
$1,000 a month thereafter for the 
first year and that amount minimun 
against 15% of the gross for the next 
four years, with the lessee privileged 
to cancel any time on two ks’ 
notice, 

House opened last night (Monday) 
With vaudfilm policy at 28-39c. Ken 
Murray is initial headliner. Lou 
Holtz, Wendy Barrie, Lola Lane and 
Arline Judge are on the second bill 
A. B. Marcus show the third 
First show runs 10 ¥ 
the pre-New Year « : ant 


Student Hi-Jinks 


San Antonio, Dee. 31. 

Twice in successive nights, stu- 
dents of a local hKiPhschool caused 
a disturbance here at the Olmos 
Dinner Club. First disturbance took 
place Wednesday night (25), 
students of a rival fraternaty tried 
to stop a dance being given by an- 
other group. 


when 


resulted in broken furniture. 

Second disturbance came the fol- 
lowing night, with 150 students in a 
melee. Six patrol cars were ordered 
to the club, the kids rounded up and 
lettured by the police officials and 
sent home. Herman Waldman’s orch 
is playing the spot. 


PROBE ASCAP’S 
PHILA. LICENSES 


Philadelphia, Dec. 31. 








Six investigators for the U. S. De- | 


partment of Justice arrived in town 
over the weekend to investigate pos- 
sible violations of the anti-monopoly 
laws by the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers. 
Chief target for the probe by Thur- 
man Arnold’s boys is the licensing 
of niteries and taprooms by ASCAP 
to permit the playing of copyrighted 
music. Among the cases to be 
checked are those involving the 
former Benny-the-Bum’s, the Ever- 
green Casino, Delmonico’s (now 
closed) and the Anchorage. 

The agents will also delve into the 
records of the hundreds of cases filed 
in Federal court here against small 
night clubs and taprooms by ASCAP 
to force their owners to pay licensing 
fees to the organization. Most out- 
standing case was that of the 
Anchorage, then owned by Arthur 
H. Padula, which ASCAP sued for 
$750 for alleged infringement of 
copyright. The Anchorage coun- 
tered with a claim that ASCAP was 


‘a monopoly in the restraint of 
trade’ and filed a counter suit for 
$50,000. 

Federal judge George A. Welsh 


the Anchorage’s 
1939, when 


threw out 
November, 


suit in 


AL 





torneys argued it was unsupported 
by evidence. Later the Anchorage 
paid the $750 and dropped the suit 
The agents said they would confer 
with special assistant U. S. attorney 
ene R. McDonald Gray, here 
} an investigation into food 
Paul Gordon’s band is at the Broad- 
Way Beach hotel, Biloxi, Mis 


ough January. 


Club officials called in | 
police to stop the free-for-all, which | 
| 


ASCAP'’s at- | 


Theodore’s Show 

Theodore’s restaurant, N. Y., above 
which is Le Ruban Bleu, intimate 
nitery, is also going in for entertain- 
ment and opens this week v ith An- 
drew Rowan Summers, vocalist and 
dulcimest, who has been getting a 
WEAF buildup. 


Betty Byrne, pianists, just out of | 
Vassar, will be co-feature with Sum- | 


mers. Latter has also waxed for 
Columbia Masterworks records. John 
R. Andrews set the bookings. 


Yankee Jess Jacobson 
One of Britain’s Heroes, 


A Casualty of Dunkirk 


London, Dee. 15. 

Jess Jacobson, one of the topnotch 
American performers, since 
1912, is one of the war’s heroic cas- 
ualties, it has just been learned. 
Jacobson went over with the British 
Expeditionary Force to France and 
Belgium as an ambulance driver and, 
from reports, was badly wounded in 
Dunkirk evacuation. 

Jacobson to London in 1912 
in an act with the Hedges Brothers. 
They opened at the Palace here, 
were received very quietly, but with 
the advice of other American per- 
formers and given different routines, 
the act became a sensation all over 
England within three months. This 
started the invasion of American 
rathskeller acts. 

The Hedges were Alvin. and 
Freddie. Alvin was a long-distance 
piano player, able to keep going for 
hours without repeating a tune or 
looking at music, Freddie was a 
singer, 
latter had a tear 


here 


the 


great 


came 


in his voice and 


made many a stew cry in his beer at} 
the old Cosmopolitan Club. An act) 


that followed them and also clicked 
was The Three Rascals (Charlie 
O'Donnell, Walter Kaufman and 
Monte Wolf). All these boys worked 
through the first World War, but af- 
ter it was over only O’Donnell and 
Jacobson remained on this side. 
Jacobson and O'Donnell im- 
mediately joined up with the am- 
bulance corps when this latet fracas 
broke out. According to best pos- 
sible sources, O'Donnell is okay. 


PITT STANLEY RESUMES 
STAGE SHOWS JAN. 10 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 31. 
After six weeks of straight pix 
in its in-and-out vaude policy, Stan- 
ley, WB. deluxer, will return to 
shows Jan. 10. First booked for re- 
sumption of policy will be Ted 
Weems’ band, an annual visitor here 
for accompaniment is 

(WB). 

yresentations will be 
t, Harry Kalmine, zone 





Jarners here, couldn’t 


was certain nougn, 


name 


ees ‘ meeet 
vailable and that vaude 


would be out. 


as was Jess Jacobson, but the! 


AGVA Boards Fail to Reach Verdict 


On Proposed Merger with Equity; 
Variety Acts’ Autonomy Loss a Snag 





Doubling From ‘Heat’ 


Boston, Dec. 31. 
Betty Kean, dancer, and Vivienne 
Allen, both the cast of 
‘Crazy With the Heat,’ revue playing 
the Shubert 
nitery dates, 


singer, in 


doubling in 
(30). 

Miss Kean is at the Versailles and 
Miss Allen at the Mayfair. 


NW VAUDE 
ON UPBEAT 


Seattle, Dec. 31. 
More time on the Levey circuit 
in the northwest and Canada was 
announced following visit here this 


here, are 
starting Monday 


+ 


| 
| 
| 


week of Bert Levey, who came up | 


from Hollywood to confer with Len 
Mantell, Seattle manager. 

Orpheum (Evergreen), Portland, 
opens with five-act bill, full week, 
starting Jan. 3. The new Vogue 
theatre, Vancouver, B. C., is set to 
open March 1 as a full week stand, 


using name bands and units. This 
house, costing $250,000, is nearing 
completion, being built by Rifeil 


Bros., brewers who recently sold out 
and have some coin to put into ac- 
tion. 

Indicative of a new Evergreen pol- 


icy, in addition to vaude for Port- 
land, is prospect of weekend vaude 
at Music Box, Tacoma, and Or- 


pheum, Spokane, starting soon. 


Injunction Ties Up 
St. L. Booze Curfew 


St. Louis, Dec. 31. 
Through the medium of an injunc- 
tion suit brought by the State Retail 
Liquor Dealers’ Assn. to restrain 
cops and the excise commission from 
enforcing the 1:30 a.m. closing hour, 
New Year’s eve celebrants patroniz- 


ing niteries, hotels and _ taverns 
drank after the legal hour. The 
temporary restraining order issued 


Padberg, 
will not 


by Circuit Judge Eugene L 
who leaves the bench Jan. 6, 
be heard until Jan. 4. 


The liquor dealers want a judicial 


interpretation of the law, which re- 
quires only that liquor sale hal 
cease at 1:30 a.m. weekdays and 
midnight Saturday, but fixes no time 
for the actual shuttering of liquor! 
dispensing places. 
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A joint meeting of the new execu- 


itive board of the American Guild of 
| Variety 


Artists and 
board Monday (30) discussed for 
nearly five hours the proposed 
merger of AGVA with Equity, which 
would put the vaude-nitery and le- 
git performers all under one juris- 
diction, without arriving at any defi- 
nite conclusions. Another meeting 
is scheduled for late this week, or 
early next. 


the governing 


Suggestion that Equity take over 
the jurisdiction of AGVA was made 
early last week on the Coast by the 
Screen Actors Guild, the idea being 
that vaude-nitery performers be 
the same _ position as 
Equity now. Latter has 
the government 
of Equity. 


in 
Chorus 
voice in 
administration 


1S 
no 
and 


It’s known that several connected 
with AGVA are strongly against 
any association with Equity which 
would cost the AGVA members their 
autonomy. On the other hand, it’s 
doubtful that Equity would take 
them in on any other basis, for the 
vaude-nitery field, if fully organe 
ized, would eventually give the late 
ter performers a wide snajority over 


| legiters in Equity, 


' from 


|} that AGVA’s 


The SAG proposal stems directly 
AGVA’s desperate financial 
condition, which both SAG and 
Equity have been feeding for a total 
of well over $60,000. It is believed 
coin stress would be 

it moves in with 


eliminated if 


| Equity, and probably soon be put on 
a paying basis. 


| membership. 


| its 
when 


| replenish 




















On the other hand, it’s pointed out 
that its newly signed deal with the 
New York vaudeville houses should 
considerably swell AGVA’s paid up 
The union's real prob- 
now is how to cut down 
office expenses, incurred 
the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America kent assuring 
AGVA not to worry about money— 
implying that the Four A's would 
AGVA’s treasury when 


lem right 
high 


necessary. 





Weisfeldt Hires a P. A. 
For Vaude Who Only 


Knows From Prunes 


Milwaukee, Dec. 31. 


When Ed J. Weisfeldt, manager of 
the Riverside theatre here, took over 
the Minnesota in Minneapolis, re- 
opening tonight (Tues.), he let the 
word go out that he wanted good 
publicity man to handle the work of 
both house Farl Tetting applied for 
he job and, when interviewed. ad- 
mitted he had never been in show 
business, knew nothing about vaude 
or tage productions: in fact, had 
ever paid much attention to the 
theatre. 

‘Well, what have you been do'ng” 
queried Weisfeldt. ‘What makes you 
think you're qualified for th } 1b? 

‘I've been selling prunes,’ replied 
Tetting 

You're hired.” said Eddie who 
thinks that prunes are harder t ell 
+] udeville 

I izstone Lar gy, former mane 

( of the F« W ri heatre 
ere hee made m ¢ of the 
Mit ( lZ and the bill one g ¢ 
Louse topped | Ken M and 
Dixie Dunbar Show ( ed 
ntact from the Minneaps ouse 

» the Rive de here 


HENIE FACES UNION 
TROUBLE IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec 31. 

sonja Henie ice show, scheduled to 

nla ere following current (C} cago 

er ement la’ 1 into such une 

ion difficulties that possibly will pre- 
ent a an 8) r low c ‘ 

I d t t f ‘ tnea- 

a 

have t { ed 

A A of t ( tl 

i 

! hat the OV l1 not be 

permitted to pla unl these de- 

rie re et It y ted +} at 

t t; nov 4 e ic of y ) mir a at 

ese to ture ree ent 

ng the terms sought by the un- 
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Night Club Reviews 








Earl Carroll’s, H’ wood 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Jimmy Durante, Frank Libuse, St. 
Claire and Day, Buster Shaver with 
Olive and George, The Debonnaires, 
Beryl Wallace, Frankie Conville and 
Sunny Dale, Slate Bros., Bill Brady, 
Margot Brander, Manny Strand’s 
Orch (14), Chuy Reyes rhumba 
band (6); $3 admission includes din- 
ner. 


In his two years as a Hollywood 
entrepreneur, Earl Carroll — has 
staged five revues. Current edition, 
tagged ‘Pan-Americana,’ is the top- 
per, broad in comedy and mounted 
with spectacular glitter. It has 
Jimmy Durante, and that spells belly 
laughs in any language. The schnoz 
is given the lead and romps through 
the two acts and most of the 34 
scenes. He’s the wow boy as far as 
the natives are concerned and he'll 
keep them coming into the tavern 
long after the others have worn thin 
their popularity. He’s the first big 
coin-getter on the Carroll time and 
will richly repay latter for his gam- 
ble. 

As liberal as he is with his time 
and talents, : 
panting for more. The first nighters 
just couldn’t get their fill of his de- 
2 lng antics and he had to beg off 
time and again. An opportunist, he 
stretched a late bit at least 15 min- 
utes beyond its allotted time in a 
ribbing routine with  batoneer 
Manny Strand, who had his troubles 
keeping up with the comic’s trick 
tempoes. Only a great performer 
like Durante could have kept them 
howling around 2 a. m, after a long 
show. He rises above his material 
and at times falls back on the old, 
surefire routines to keep the sags 
out. Hollywood is his oyster and 


Durante leaves them | 


;many singing and dancing spots. 
Frankie Conville and Sunny Dale 
|have a comedy turn that verges on 
slapstick. Margot Brander is an ef- 
fective foil for Libuse and the Slate 
brothers are holdovers from the last 
revue. So is their material, and it’s 
not too funny. Bill Brady does most 


of the vocalizing and has a nice pair | 


of pipes to set off a trim personality. 
Lillian Randolph, sepia songstress, 
may have scat in her soul but it 
| doesn't effuse any too scorchingly. 


| Of the tunes concocted by Charles | 


'Rosoff, Ray Gilbert and Robert 
O’Brien, ‘Madame Will Drop Her 
Shawl’ has the best chance of get- 
ting around. There are several other 


|tuneful ditties and out of the score | 


/may emerge a sleeper as was the 
case in the last Carroll edition. 
| Johnny Boyle and Jerry Gray staged 
ithe ensembles. Production numbers 
'by Carroll are lavish and colorful 
and the line of girls gaily garbed. 
| Tariff has been hiked from $2.50 
to $3 for this stanza, due to the new 
cuisine setup headed by Marcel La- 
|maze, onetime nitery operator and 
enjoying quite a rep for the victuals 
he dispensed. That extra 50c goes 
|}into the food, Carroll claims, and 
ifirst nighters were agreed that the 
upping is justifed. 


| 


| best nitery buy along these slopes 


| ago.’ He figured, however, that it 
| would muddle through okay. It 


didn’t, justifying the advice of asso- 
ciates and friends that he should 
have postponed the event a few days. 

It’s figured that White’s initial ex- 
| pense runs to around $60,000, includ- 
ing the new decor in and outside the 
building, stage revisions, costumes, 
etc. His talent nut is at least $6,500 
and, counting amortization of 
plus rental, he’ll probably have to 
gross at least $14,000 weekly to break. 

That will be easy in a room of 
this size, seating more than 700, if 
there’s a reasonable turnout of cus- 
tomers. Inasmuch as there isn’t an- 
other nitery in New York now fea- 
turing a big girl show, White has the 


| basic foundation for appeal to a cer- | 
tain element, but he must give them | 


more than girls and fine production 
niceties. , 

Chiefly lacking In this show is a 
strong comedy act; chiefly irritating 
is a nerve-wracking slowness occa- 
sioned by White's idea of Pan-Ameri- 
can goodwill. This has two girls ex- 
| plaining, first in English and then 
| Spanish, every scene to a 
‘Latin-American ambassador’ seated 
|in the audience. The supposed com- 
|edy bit at the finish with this same 


|}ambassador, when he first belches | 


j}and then gives out with Yiddish, 
| makes it look doubly bad. (This was 


cut right after the preem, speeding 
| things up immeasurably.) 

| The specialties, as a result of the 
explanations, were each faced with 
| the handicap of re-warming an audi- 


| verbiage written by White. Few of 


costs 


pseudo | 








| New Acts In Cafes 


| PATRICIA BOWMAN 
| With Jack Boetteiger 
| Ballet Dancers 

10 Mins. 

La Martinique, N. Y. 

Patricia Bowman, seasoned and 
showmanly ballerina, standard in 
presentation and production, is es- 
saying the niteries as a-means to ex- 
tend her scope. For that purpose 
she has Jack Boetteiger as an aide 
in the dual dance routines; she her- 
| self does two solos, split up into two 
sessions. 

In a sympathetic cafe environment 

| like La Martinique where boniface 
|Dario, himself an ex-professional, 
|dares to be different—he has an 
| opera singer, Carlos Ramirez,.in his 
| third month, and doing big with the 
|}idea—Miss Bowman will probably 
find her cafe best groove. Same might 
go for a class spot like the Rainbow 
|Room, N. Y. But by and large she’s 
| not a cafe act, unless she re-routines 
_her stuff into a zippier tempo. No 
| Zainsaying her terpsichorean artistry 
and the attention it commands, even 
in a hectic nocturnal environment, 
but only calssicists like Paul Draper, 
Paul Haakon, et al. can merchandize 
artistic terps in cafes, and even they 
must make it stand up with verve 
and showmanship. Abel. 








Carroll's is still far and away the | ence successively chilled by the dull JAYNE MANNBRS 


| Songs 


‘and if he continues to dish up this|them were able to overcome the | 8 Mins. 


kind of entertainment his tavern 
| won't lack for customers, and long 


|queues at the wicket will be no 


novelty, Helm. 


GAY WHITE WAY 


(NEW YORK) 





| by George White; songs 
|Magidson and Ben Oakland; cos-| 
|tumes designed by Myles 


created apathy. Joan Edwards, a 
| fine vocalist, was ruined by the lack 
of sound almost all the way; ditto 
some of the other singers like 
Marion Miller, who also jitterbugs, 
and Kay Penton. Fault of the p.a. 
system appeared to center 


the stage, because operatic Gloria 
Blake, singing from the glassed-in- 


Herb | not bothered as much. 


The sight specialists fared better. 


White;| Ai Norman’s comedy impression of a | pleasant 


s in the 
mikes hanging from the ceiling to 


| La Martinique, N. Y. 

| Jayne Manners is a tall, lissome 
| looker who, for all of her almost-six 
feet in height, is a graceful personal- 
_ity, very photogenique and impres- 
| Sive on ‘class’ values in class cafes. 
| She's from Hollywood where she 
| has been working in local niteries. 

| Her repertoire embraces ‘Louisi- 
/ana Purchase’ for her rhythm salute, 


Entire show conceived and staged | stage inset under the orch shell, was and thence ‘Berkeley Square’ and 
‘Do You Know Why,’ two ballads. | 


She works with a mike and has a 
if not too robust voice. 


little wonder that Carroll was all | opening night minimum $10; $1.50) subway straphanger got across nicely | Thus, her personality appeal shapes 


smiles at the break-in. Turnout was 
near capacity and there'll be no need 


schnoz keeps chucking the laughs. 


Another first rate performer in 
this hilarious extravaganza is Frank 
Libuse, who works the tables with 
his fumbling, stumbling waiter 
routine and goes on stage for a help- 
ing in several skits. His deadpan 
pantomimicry is fiercely farcical and 
had the customers reeling. His forte 
is ribbing the customers and that 


on the kisser a night. He got by 
this one without a hand being laid 
on him. He has shaded it to a fine 
art and never stays in one’s hair 
too long. 


A femme midget, Olive Brasno, 
uncorks a personality that rates the 
description ‘cute,’ but superlatively. 
She’s a miniature Carmen Miranda 
and a performer for all her inches, 
showmanly all the way. Buster 
Shaver and George, midget brother 
of the little fireball, are submerged 
by her artistry. The Debonnaires, a 
sextet of precision dancers, aré 
nimbly effective, scoring decisively 


| thereafter. 


| Cast: Joan Edwards, Mimi Keller- 
for boxoffice ‘dressing’ while the | man, Juanita Rios, Al Norman, Ger-| in the latter half. 
aldine and Joe, Carol King, Gloria 
and 
Marcia Ray, 


Blake, 
Shore, 
Bunny 


Marion Miller, 
Coley Worth, 
Hartley, 


Harris 


George Negrette 


Fausto Curbelo’s rhumba band. 


bow 





| - George White’s as a 


went wrong and too many 
concerned, and it was 
fortunate because the 
fine night club is here. 
|probably be there, 


doubly 
essence 


| before very long. 
is starting to improve, 


‘premiere’ Thursday (26) night. 


To the Gay White Way’s credit is | 
the beautiful new decor of the large 
room itself, plus the most gorgeous 
costuming on a horde of the niftiest 


,/and Geraldine 
Henry Sherwood, Kay Penton, Bob 
Shea, Ann Pennington, 30 show and 
chorus girls, Shep Fields’ orch and 


nitery 
generally calls for at least one sock | entrepreneur on Broadway in the 

7 former Cotton Club quarters was cir- 
cumstantially sad. Too many things 
things 
were wrong as far as the show was 
un- 
of a 
And it will 
for White cer- 
| tainly should whip things into shape 
Already the show 
since its $10 


in the show, 


Worth’s 


early as 


did Coley 
rubber-ankled 


rube routine 
Mimi Kellerman, 

a svelte brunette, clicks with a pas- 
sional in dance, and two mixed com- 
/edy dance teams, Harris and Shore, 
and Joe, also score, 

though they definitely conflict. What 

will perhaps be a standout once the 
show is revised is the ‘Spirit of 
|} Vienna Scene,’ with Gloria Blake 
{singing behind Carol King’s toe 
| work. Latter is a fine dancer, but 
| was restricted by the low-hanging 
| mikes, one of which nearly knocked 
| her over. . The bit has the makings, 
| however, of a fine production effort. 
| None of the other scenes, all of them 
|}conceived and staged by White, is 
particularly outstanding, and some 
|played very raggedly. Nor is the 
score by Herb Magidson and Ben 

Oakland promising commercially 

Other specialty names on the cast 

roster are in for only inconsequential 
| bits. 

The finishing scene gives the house 
the first glimpse of Ann Pennington, 
which makes her tiny contribution 
| virtually the show’s starring feature. 


: Pe 2 enh aggow looking girls seen on Broadway in| This section has White reprising all 
th . yrncer rag gp orvennt “ —o the past 15 years, at least. The cos-|0f the great songs and dances that 
nes Me gps Hg movements Of @|tuming and girls stood out despite | came out of his past ‘Scandals,’ in- 

chanical giant. the show’s faulty routining and light-| cluding ‘Somebody Loves Me,’ ‘Life 

Ballroom dance-team of St. Claire | ing: in fact, they were the only sav-|Is Just a Bowl of Cherries,’ ‘That’s 
and Day is suave and versatile, giv-|ing graces of a premiere evening| Why Darkies Were Born,’ ‘Charles- 
ing out with a difficult routine | which ran the gamut from a sour|ton,’ ‘This Is My Lucky Day,’ ‘Stair- 
wherein he lights and smokes a/| trumpet in Shep Fields’ orch to fre-| Way to Paradise,’ ‘Black Bottom’ 
cigaret while twirling his partner | quent breakdowns of the p.a. system| (Pennington), ‘The Birth of the 
around his shoulders. It proved a/ and missed light cues. | Blues’ and with ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ 
show stopper and cinched for them a| White himself preceded the show|thrown in for good measure. This 
long engagement here. - Beryl Wal-| with an apology to the audience, | also was too ragged, especially in the 


lace, the decorative eyeful of 


all 


warning them that the 


; production 
Carroll revues, is more active than | was not ready and that ‘one arrange- 


in previous shows and appears in‘ ment had arrived only a half-hour | 


lighting and sound system, to make 
any sort of impression opening nicht. 

Bert Knapt batoned Shep Fields’ 
orch in playing the show and the 
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music also didn’t help the show. A 
sour trumpet was predominant all 
the way. Fausto Curbelo’s rhumba 
band, however, gave a good account 
of itself in playing for the customer- 
dancing before the 80-minute pro- 
duction, which appeared like 800 
minutes, got underway an hour late. 

White reputedly has Emil Fried- 
lander, of Dazian’s, and Dave Stein- 
berg, of the Kay Veldon Studios, 
which did the decor, financially in- 
terested in the nitery. Also in for a 





piece is Monte Proser’ (Beach- 
comber), but this was a gesture of 
friendship from White and didn’t 


| entail any passing of coin. 

With Earl Carroll's cabaret-thea- 
| tre,a click in Hollywood, there’s no 
|reason why Broadway should not 
|; once again support a similar institu- 
| tion, where for long the policy was 
quite successful. Scho. 


Victor Hugo, Beverly Hills 


Beverly Hills, Dec. 26. 
Ben Bernie Orch (14) with Bailey 
Sisters, Don Saxton, Billy Carey, 
John Timothy Ryan; minimum $1.50. 








Swank Victor Hugo has valuable 
name drawing attraction in the Ben 
Bernie outfit for its room, which 
|seats about 450. Bernie is a natural 
| for the spot as well as with the pic 
|mob, who are keen for the Bernie 


type of quips and witticisms. For 
|opening Bernie had the diamond 
|horseshoe element of show biz 


| around the ringside of the eatery and 
|all helped make the occasion a most 


festive one, with Eddie Cantor and 
;Lou Holtz getting out on the floor | 
| (Continued on page 37) 


up as the prime allure, which in 
combination with an average vocal 
talent is sufficient unto the purpose 
thereof. Abel. 


RULSON, MORGAN & BARO 
Satiric Ballroom Dancing 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Acts which burlesque ballroom 
routines are plentiful, However, 
this turn improves on the idea—but 
strictly ‘for floorshows of this type. 
Instead of being content with the 
usual false trips and spills, the Rul- 
son trio adds a bit of slapstick via 
| being decked out in trick sets of 
evwing clothes which progressively 


come apart at the seams with each | 


falter. At the finish the two men 


are in tatters, while the girl winds | 


up in brief bra and net panties. 

%*io work hard in putting over 
the stuff and the men are none too 
gentle with the femme. She gets 
banged around plenty in the as- 
sumed bungling of lifts, spins and 
tosses. One of the first rents which 
appear in the girl’s clothing is in 
the rear and it brings howls. 

Turn finished five weeks at this 
spot Dec. 19. Wood. 


| New Acts in Theatres 


ALICE MARBLE 
Singing 

10 Mins.-In One 
State, N. Y. 

Alice Marble, of the blonde Vik- 
ing type and a tennis champ of most 
durable standing, recently turned 
professional in_ sports. 
her entry into the field of stage pro- 
fessionalism finds her with limited 
equipment. She has a strong con- 
tralto, and it’s okay for torch songs, 
but it won’t fire the listener’s emo- 
tions. 

Miss Marble’s routine 
some specially written verses in 
which there is included the query, 
‘You might be wondering what I’m 
doing here?’ That in itself provides 
a wide opening. Her routine in- 
cludes an original set of lyrics to 
‘It Was One of Those Things,’ 
through which the uninitiated are 
made aware of the ways of romance 
at the Westchester Country Club. 
It's all too, too swanky and dubious- 
ly entertaining. Okay for class 
niteries, however, in which field 
she’s already appeared. Odec. 


TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES 
Quiz; Audience Participation 
30 Mins. 
Fox, Detroit. 
An old parlor game, first carried 
into the radio successfully, now has 
|made its way onto the stage with 
the quality that small town ‘magi- 
cians’ had when they invited the 
folks up on the stage. Ralph Ed- 
| wards, who handles the radio show, 
provides plenty of fun for both the 
volunteer performers and audience, 
since the antics which radio audi- 
ences have only been able to ima- 
gine have plenty of visual appeal. 
Edwards wastes five or 10 minutes 








includes 


‘of the act in going out into the audi- 


ence to pick up his impromptu per- 
formers. While it affords time to 
letting him ease off some fairish 
humor with the crowd and prove 
that it is genuine audience participa- 
tion, the beginning whittles down 
the time for the meat of the per- 
formance. Gags are good ones when 


However, | 


the half-dozen selectees are put to 
work. Most of them come croppers 
on such questions aS ‘What letter is 
omitted from the dial telephones”’ 
(Q) and ‘What are the words on a 
mail box?’ (‘Pull Down’), which 
makes the performer liable for the 
penalty. In the show caught—he 
has plenty of variations—Edwards 
had a guy do a fan dance impersona- 
tion of Sally Rand; a housewife 
rattle away as a one-woman orches- 
tra among kitchen utensils, another 
guy imitate a woman getting ready 
and taking a bath, two performers 
(boy and girl) chewing on string 
toward a centered marshmallow, 
and another contestant sticking his 
head inside a bird cage and singing 
‘I'm only a Bird in a Gilded Cage’ 
while being fed crackers. 

Edwards and his crew are deft at 
working the participants into hard 
tries—the best one gets $5 in addi- 
tion to the $2 prize and soap—which 
all helps the comic pattern of the 
gags register well. Pool. 





Unit Reviews 
| 


| Revue Internationale 
(PALACE, CLEVE.) 




















| Cleveland, Dec. 28. 


Olive Fay, Rosemary Dering, 
Shyrettos, Gene Sheldon, Truzzi, 
Three Nonchalants, Arnaut Bros., . 


Blanche Bradley and Singing Ma- 
rines, Ruth Cooke’s Line (35), 
rit Unger’s pit Orch; ‘Bank Dick 
(U). 





By getting all his acts from Bill 
Howard of New York as well as a 
carload of lavish settings and cos- 
tumes from Manhattan, Nat Holt 
built up a surprisingly strong, slick 
new unit show of his own for New 
Year’s week at his RKO deluxer 





| Palace. 
There's nothing smalltownish 
about this ‘Revue Internationale,’ 


staged by David Bines. With a well 
picked cast of 51, including an ex- 
ceptionally smart line of 35 comely 
| dancers, plus 17 opulent scenes that 
impress, it’s got more of a big-time 
flavor than, say, the tabbed ‘Scan- 
dals’ seen here recently. No big 
| Names in it, but revue has a dazzling 
wealth of color, good talent, zippy 
tempo and crisp showmanship to 
make it a possible bet for Holt’s 
plans to send it out intact on tour. 
Clicking big with holiday crowds, 


house is reaping one of its best 
grosses of the season. 
Initial scene tagged ‘Salon des 


Modes’ is a_ snappy _ introductory 
number for Ruth Cooke's showsgirls, 
who dance out as Parisian models in 
saucy outfits of black valvet with 
orange slashings. Olive Fay in Cos- 
sack suit whirls out with some brisk 
knee-kicks, followed by Rosemary 
Dering, whose tricky equestrienne 
steps earn the first heavy salvo. Lat- 
ter really goes to town with first- 
rate, graceful toe work in a spectac- 
ular Viennese number. 

Between them the three Shyrettos 
scoot around stage at a breakneck 
speed on 18-foot unicycles to win 
laughs. A distinct European novelty 
and new here. More familiar but a 
fave comic is Gene Sheldon, mug- 
ging on a hot banjo. Pantomime is 
of the old Harry Langdon school, yet 
it seems fresh and howl-catching 
when he’s getting fingers tangled in 
strings or silently ribbing girl part- 
ner. 

Two Arnaut Bros. and their stand- 
|ard turn of bird imitations are re- 
juvenated by ‘Rhapsody of Feathers’ 
ensemble in which chorines flutter 
out with them as birds of paradise. 

Flashiest set centers around a 
South American fiesta, with chorus 
| swinging out in colorful rhumbas 
while Blanche Bradley and Singing 
Marines turn gauchos to chant 


(Continued on page 37) 




















Best Coffee in England 


| 
| QUALITY INN 
| 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 























BEST BUY IN DETROIT 


S Rates from $1.50 single and $2.50 \ 
double. Special weekly rates to 
the profession. 

Every room has combination tub and 
shower. Reasonable-priced restaurant and 
eocktail bar, Completely rehabilitated 


throughout. Convenient to all booking \ 
offices and downtown district. 


HOTEL WOLVERINE 


Frank Waiker, Manager 


55 E. Elizabeth St., 


(Same management as Hotel 
Chicagoan, Chicago) 
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Victor Hugo, Beverly Hills 








and doing a ‘little for free’ fun mak- 
in The Bernie band is new here as 
are its soloists. It is a refreshing 
collection of youthful melody makers 
and fits perfectly for the terpsi- 
chorean requirements. Their rhum- 
bas and congas are especially suited 
to the dancers. 

Bernie carries five chanters, two 
femme, and’ three youths. Gals, the 
Bailey Sisters, are a comely duo 
with melodic voices that blend 
beautifully in torch renditions. With 
musical picts in offing, it’s likely 
the gals may get set in a film or so 
around here. Same goes for Billy 
Carey, who goes for the jitterbug 
type of melodizing. Other chanters 
are an Irish tenor, John Timothy 
Ryan, with a sweet melodious voice, 
and baritone Don Saxton. 

With good balanced troupe, draw 
is strictly contingent on Bernie, who 
has vast acquaintance and following 
here and who will undoubtedly 
bolster trade in the etmeammey 

ng. 


CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 
Four Franks, Juvelys (2), Jane 
Froman, Joe E. Lewis, Fred Evans 
Ballet (16), Lou Breese Orch, Don 
Orlando Orch. 





The Chez maintains its generally 
high entertainment, excellent serv- 
ice and splendid atmosphere on the 
current show, 
holding over and further demon- 
strating that he has become a truly 
great comedian. 

Lewis’ standard material has be- 
come classic already in show busi- 
ness, and he is constantly brushing 
up with new pieces. Of more im- 
portance is the distinctly standout 
comedy style of delivery that he 
has polished to a high brilliance. 
He is strictly the best muggs’ comic 
around today, though also one for 
those of the upper strata who like 
their humor lowdown. 

Also shining is Jane Froman, who 
seemingly gets better each appear- 


ance. A looker, she whangs any 
audience with her inimitable vocal 
style. Even powders ’em_ with 
strictly baritone tunes as ‘Ain't 
Necessarily So.’ Impresses as one 
who would be most happy with 


strictly ballads and torch stuff, but 
she insists on doing a general .line 
of vocals, and at present Miss Fro- 
man can do no wrong. 

The Four Franks have grown 
rapidly in the past couple of years 
and are now getting a bit too mature 
for saxophone playing and_ kid 
clowning. At least the blonde girl 
has the basis for an adult turn with 
her hokum comedy, the’ brunet 
figures for some neat solo dancing 
in adult style, while the two fellows 
can drop the saxes for some straight 
hoofing. The Juvelys are an out- 
standing novelty acrobatic balancing 
coiple. Their head-to-head stuff is 
strictly original. 

Lou Breese orchestra is back at 
the old stand and is a real welcome 
sign. Always a neat musical aggre- 
gation, it proves itself with nifty 
playing of this show and for the 
dancing, 

To Fred Evans goes the nod for 
putting on a stirring dance number. 
‘Birth of the Colored Dance’ is the 
last word in rhythm, choreography, 
style and expression. With the cos- 
tume assistance of Frances Pallester 
and the Breese orchestra musically, 
the number blossoms as something 
to see and talk about. Gold. 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 





New Orleans, Dec. 28. 
Bill Bardo’s Orch, Morton Downey, 
Esther Todd, Ori Pesci, Darlene 
Walder, and Maurine and Nova. 


This swank spot, with good shows 


as a rule, maintains the standard 
with Bill Bardo’s versatile crew. 
Spot continues to attract capacity 


crowds. Noticeable is shortness of 
show, but it moves in good tempo 
and in entertainment value is a holi- 
day package wrapped up with all the 
trimmings. 

On strength of previous visits 
here and an entirely pleasing, work- 
manlike crew, Bardo is drawing 
them in large numbers. 
easy-going m.c., enhanced by the ab- 
sence of a patent-leather finish, and 
is a wise selection for a holiday sea- 
son meant to be friendly and 
jubilant. No slouch on violin, he 
batons orchestra from the ‘Blue 
Danube’ to the conga. His boys play 
the music of Argentina, of nostalgic 
America, of modern swing—the lat- 


ter with special gusto. Young and 
old went for his music in a big way 
on opening night, the oldsters for 


the waltzes and the youngsters for 
the jive. 

Band’s music is a nice blending of 
wind and string although the brasses 
were a little heavy at opener be- 
cause Bardo, like every leader who 
comes to Blue Room, has difficultty 
at first toning it down to size of the 
room, Combo also provides excel- 


Bardo is an | 


Club Reviews .- 


Continued from page 36 


, keeping the dance floor crowded be- | 


with Joe E. Lewis ' re 
| Felicia, Lou Morrison, Nino Nanni 


| biz 











lent background for the show. Boys 
in the group are also versatile in 
putting across gag numbers as part 
of floor show. 

Topping acts is Morton Downey, 
who contributes several familiar 
American ballads of other years and 
reaped plenty of palm _ pounding 
from first nighters. But when he 
sang, ‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling,’ 
crowd barely would let him go. 


_Esther Todd, looker with nice 
pipes, works easily and sells a 
song. Members of band join in 


choruses and novelty tunes for good | 
Darlene Walder, | 


change of pace. 
acrobatic dancer, does a number of 
nifty routines to get nice hand. Ori 
Pesci, handsome warbler, clicks with 
his singing. Femmes go for him in 
big way. 

As a dance team, Maurine and 
Norva step into originality by ap- 
pearing in Argentine costumes of the 


plains intead of the usual formal at- | 


tire. Their Latin routines smack of | 
the real thing and they click 
strongly. Pair left crowd asking for | 


more after a conga encore. 
Doing swing and sweet with equal 
ease, Bardo’s band had little trouble 


fore and after the show. Liuzza. 


LYNCH’S, PHILLY 


(WALTON HOTEL) 








Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 

Bob Russell, Lee Lamont, Grace 
George, Paul LePaul, Patricia King, 
Chaney and Fox, House Line (14): 
Neil Fontaine Orch (15), August 
Sanabia’s Rhumba Band (6) with 
Helene Heath, Susan Lang, Rochelle 
Gordon, Vera Niva; No Cover, No 
Minimum. 





Plenty of life for the holiday 
trade in this week’s offering at Jack 
Lynch’s Walton Hotel Roof. Al- 
though he is still sticking to the no- 
name policy, Lynch’s’ show has 
plenty of talent and entertainment. 

Standout act is the hoofing duo of 
Chaney and Fox, longtime Philly 
faves making their umpteenth re- 
turn here. The couple feature a 
cakewalk to the tune of ‘O, Dem 
Golden Slippers’ which is the theme 
of Philly’s New Year’s Day Mum- 
mers’ parade. The team’s entire 
repertoire has plenty of zing. Among 
their steps are everything from waltz 
to boogie-woogie, plus a sock take- 
off of the Castles’ ‘Texas Tommy.’ 
The tempo of the rest of the bill 
is also geared to festive spirit. Grace 
George (New Acts), the latest ‘find’ 
of Al Siegel, knows how to sell a 
song. 

Paul Le Paul’s magi act is still 
one of the best in the nitery field. 
He doesn’t take the legerdemain 
seriously and. his clowning 
catches on with the aud. Best trick 
in his bag. is changing a live canary 
intO a corsage. 
usually good job of tap-terping. 

Patricia King, a brunet looker 
who’s being gandered by pix scouts, 
does a couple of modern dance num- 


bers and one with maestro Neil Fon- | 


taine. Bob Russell, longtime hold- 
ever, m.c.s handily besides giving out 
with several baritone numbers, the 
best of them being ‘Donkey Sere- 
nade.’ ‘America I Love You’ and 
‘Wagon Wheels.’ Russell also leads 
the community sing that is the finale 
of the 50-minute show. 

The house line appears in three 
production numbers, beautifully 
gowned and well executed. In keep- 
ing with the Christmas spirit is the 
opening number in which the gals 
appear as nuns, holding candles with 
the entire company singing Yuletide 
carols from backstage. 

Fontaine’s band, going into its sec- 
ond year here, is now a smart, tune- 
ful aggregation. Its arrangements 
by pianist Eddie De Luca, ex- 
symphony key-pounders, are ear- 
soothing, both during the show and 
for dancing. The relief band, Sana- 
bia’s rhumba sextet, fills in neatly 
with Felicia, a Latin looker, handling 
the south-of-the-border vocalizing. 

Lou Morrison and Nino Nanni 
bang the ivories in the cocktail 
lounge, with Helene 
Long, Rochelle Gordon 
Niva doing the chirping 


and Vera 
Shal. 


CE FOLLIES’ HEADS 
FOR $70,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 31. 

‘Ice Follies’ is doing sensationally 
here at Gardens and will knock 
down close to $70,000 for 11 per- 
formances. That’s almost $5,000 bet- 
ter than rink revue did Xmas week 
last vear, when its engagement was 
two days longer. Show opened Xmas 

and will run through Thurs- 
(2), with one matinee and New 
Year’s Eve extra included, and re- 
maining performances are prac- 
tically sellouts. 

‘Follies’ will come back to Gardens 
next spring for another week’s stay 
Troupe moves from here to Phila- 
delphia Friday (3) for a nine-day en- 
gagement, 





sjoht 
night 


day 


Lee Lamont does her | 


Heath, Susan } 
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Revue Internationale 
(Continued from page 36) 
‘South American Way.’ Besides put- 
ting the accent on some revealing 
costumes designed by Francis Pal- 
lester, this number marks vaude 
debut of Spanish team billed as 
Manuela Del Rio and Alberto Torres. 
They are not only unique but ex- 
traordinary in doing a native dance 
with Clicking castanets. Although 
Starting slowly they work up to a 
fascinating pitch in vivid rhythms 
that have an air of Spanish authen- 

ticity. 

Truzzi is a Latin juggler who does 
best by manipulating glass globes on 
|wand between teeth or phos- 
| phorescent balls in dark. Missed too 
often here on balls thrown from 
audience. Top hits of the shindig 
are Nonchalants, trio of knockabout 
acrobats who nearly slap each other 
silly to cop a laugh, which they 
usually get. Boys are clever in ef- 
fortless strong-man stuff, too. 

Singing Marines, returning 
finale in blue uniforms, look too 
much like chorus boys, but corny 
touch is taken off by hearty singing 
of ‘God Save America’ as showgals 
whip up first-rate precision taps in 
red, white and blue costumes, En- 
tire effect has a terrific patriotic wal- 
lop that is more the result of high 
professionalism in production values 
than anything else. In that respect, 
as well as in extravagance of set- 
tings, it’s far superior to the ordi- 
nary vaude road show. Pullen. 


MIDNIGHT IN MIAMI 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 


' 


| 





Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 13. 
Newman Bros., Kohn & DePinto, 
Joe McGrath and Jack Deeds, Taft 
and Boone, The Rossini Troupe (4), 
The Miamiettes (10), Harry Shan- 
non’s Band (5); ‘Jennie’ (20th). 





‘Midnight in Miami’ is an excep- 
tionally well-balanced unit of high- 
calibre acts combining dancing, 
comedy, wire acrobatics, songs and 
instrumental acts. Though no 
single act could rate as sock, 
total effect is distinctly pleasing. 

Helen Taft and Marvin Boone, 
tap team, open with an above aver- 
age routine, highlighted by a revue 
of rage dances of the past two 
decades, including Charleston, Suzie 





jive number. The act is 
panied by poetic patter which adds 
interest. Newman Bros. 
comedy turn that is spotty, with a 
few clever gags. On the whole, 
though, it’s rather weak. 

Mannie Kohn and Jimmy DePinto 
do an instrumental turn tops in 
showmanship. Kohn plays fiddle 
and DePinto accordion. Although 
he does a lot of mugging, 
really sells a hot fiddle. Turn moves 
fast with both members 
hard to please. Best renditions are 
‘Twelfth Street Rag’ and ‘St. Louis 
Blues.’ Attempt to get audience 
participation on singing old faves 
failed to click. 

Joe McGrath and Jack Deeds are 
pleasing in a singing turn. Both 
vaude vets, McGrath is a tenor and 





Deeds a bass and the combination 
goes over well. They pipe such 
standards as ‘Lonesome Road,’ ‘After 
I'm Gone’ and ‘Old Man River.’ 
McGrath impersonates a sick, 
neglected wife in a domestic skit 
that packs laughs. The’ Rossini 
troupe, brothers and sisters act, is 


exceptionally good in the wire-per- 
forming department Members of 
the troupe jump rope, dance, do 
splits and other acrobatics on wire 
that make for smooth, and fast-mov- 
ing act. 

Line, on four times, is impressive 
in opener, a neat turn with tennis 
racquets, illuminated for lighting 
effects, and in a patriotic military 
revue finally. Line appears well- 
trained and is strong on looks. Nifty 
costuming also enhances. Unit 
doesn’t use an emcee. Harry Shan- 
non’s band plays from stage and 
blends in nicely on acts, with ex 
ception of playing too loud on one 
vocal. 
| House did fair biz. 


Just 


International Casino 


Columbus, O., Dec. 28 

Bobby Morris Co. , Chick and 
Lee, The De Oros, Martin and Allen, 
Al Gordon, Betty Dudley, Lee 
Kelson, Whitey’s Harvest Moon 
Champions (6), Line (14): Henry 
Cincione House Orch; ‘No, No 
Nanette’ (RKO). 


2) 
(5 


Harry Howard has revamped his 
‘Hollywood Hotel Revue,’ now blos- 
soming forth under a new tag. Ev- 
erything considered, unit is among 
best to play this territory, but it is 
obvious the b.o. will suffer from lack 


of big or even familiar name: Re- 
taining the better production fea- 
tures of the original, show move 
with exceedingly fast pace despite 
numerous rough spots still needing 
the iron. 

The Chester Hale Line is the top 
feature. Gals are all lookers, like- 
wise okay hoofers. Costumes and 


scenery, emphasized by trick light- 
ing effects, are impressive. Feature 
dancing acts, the Spanish De Oros, 


| 
| 


One Oriental Nitery Raiding Another's 
Acts Starts §. F. Chinatown Battle - 





Buriesque Review 





TIVOLI, B’KLYN 


June St. Clair, Eleanor Sheridan, 
Paula Lind, Sunya Slane, Charlie 
Country, Jack Buckley, Floyd Hal- 
licey, Garrett Price, Lenore & 
Charles, Eight Showgirls, 11 Ponies. 





Burlesk policy at this house is 
new, but the two-hour presentation 
by Allen Gilbert is the same old 
burley doled out in the usual rota- 
tion of strip. skit, dance and repeat. 


| An attempt is made to break it up, 
| also per usual, with tap sequences in 


| by 


the | 


Q and others, culminating in a nifty | 


accom- | strut. 


aS | strenuous grinding and bumping. 
follow in| 


for| one by a male hoofer, but this does 


little to disturb the regular sequence. 
Show’s strongest appeal lies in the 
costuming and dressing of the vari- 
ous production numbers staged by 
Gilbert. Several of them garnered 
spontaneous applause when caught 
last show opening night (Friday). 

Tivoli is a former vaude stand 
more recently operating under a pic- 
ture policy. It’s a fairly large house 
as burley stands go, seating approxi- 
mately 1,600 upstairs and down. It’s 
in the same neighborhood as the 
Raymond Bros.’ Star theatre, which 
has been serving Brooklyn bur- 
lesque-goers for years. Tivoli gets 
65c top for boxes, 55c downstairs 
and 39c on the shelf. 


Peel section is headed by June 
St. Clair, who’s on last and rates the 
top spot. She uses a timely spiel in 
verse re the tendencies of soldiers, 
which accounts for the colorful cos- 
tuming along military lines. Wears 
a red cape with epaulets, etc. Her 
strip is smoother and done with 
more finesse than those contributed 
her contemporaries. Eleanor 
Sheridan is on first and wastes a lot 
of time before getting down to the 
basic idea for being onstage. She’s 
well equipped for her calling. 


Sunya Slane is more animated. 
She’s a mild edition of Georgia 
Sothern, employing the same arm- 
swinging, forceful walk and bumps. 
Audience approval is unmistakable. 
Paula Lind is a slim redhead who 
seems to put more thought into her 
Her peel is accompanied by 


None of the peelers go beyond 
bead ornaments, being content with 


| slipping brassieres for a quick peek 


| before 


| line, too. 


slipping into the wings. 
Cover-up attitude is noticeable in the 


|asked to bare anything but a limb. 


Kohn | 


working | 


| Jack Buckley 


two-a-day, at 


Of the eight showgirls only one, 
featured Bobbie Drake, goes as far 
as the strippers in uncovering. 

Comedy by Charley Courtney and 
is weak, though the 
delivery of the two seems abie 
enough. All of the skits they 
some of which are familiar 
others vice versa, are 
by Floyd Hallicey. To open the 
laugh segments they use the thread- 
bare ‘I Want a Baby’ biz using Paula 
Lind and Eleanor Sheridan. Two 
girls work elsewhere with the laugh 
getters also. 

Lenore and Charles, adagoists, fit 
into one of the later line routines. 
Their lifts and spins are unexciting. 
Routine includes nothing outstanding 


and occasionally the execution be- 
comes ragged. Unbilled tap dancer, 
who may be Garrett Price (front 
office doesn’t know) tosses. in 
monotonous work in two or three 
slots. His taps never seem to vary 
from one try to the other. His last 


insertion late in the layout is accom- 


panied by drumming on a chair. | 

Only thing professional about that 

is the use of regulation drumsticks. 
Wood, 


Waterbury Burley Back 


Waterbury, Conn., Dec. 31. 


Burlesque is back at the 


here. 


Jacques 


currently 
troupe, 


Waterbury landmark’s 
Louise Stewart's 
77ic top. 


Owing 
how ne 


and the Harvest Moon jitterbugs, get | 


by—no more. 

Chick and Lee 
chief comic Bobby Morris. 
ing some of the radio people, the 
boys with realistic impersonations 
are solid clicks. Morris garnered a 
fair share of laughs in blackouts. Is 
handicapped by necessity of keep- 
ing humor out of gutter, the blue 
pencil killing his offering to such an 
extent that he frequently looks bad. 

Al Gordon and his dogs as usual 
are more than OK. Martin and Al- 
len have a typical acrobatic-muscle 
turn. Baritone Lee Kelson displays 
fine pipes in production numbers, 
but newcomer Betty Dudley ob- 
viously still suffers from mike 
fright. Finale, building from the 
Ziegfeld-type tableau into a ‘Show- 
boat’ setting via a quick on-stage 
change, is strong. 

Business at show caught only fair 

Sans. 


+ a 


San Francisco, Dec. 31. 


New Chinese nitery opened here 
Friday (27) in an effort to cash in on 
the gravy being collected by the For- 
bidden City, home of the first Ori- 
ental stripper. What’s more, the new 
spot, the Lion’s Den, operated by 
Tommy Tong, signed up the Forbid- 
den City’s talent and thereby looms 
a battle. 


As near as Occidentals can figure 
it out, Charley Low, of Forbidden 
City, neglected to sign his floor show 
to contracts, whereupon Tong talked 
Noel Toy, stripper, and four line girls 
into John Hancocking on the dotted 
line. The Mei Lings, classical danc- 
ers, refused to be tempted. Low, 
alarmed at fhe loss of his money- 
making stripper, hastened to produce 
a contract of his own with which he 
assertedly pacted Noel for a four- 
week period. 

With Miss Toy billed to appear in 
both spots simultaneously, Tong went 
to court to halt Low from getting his 
stripper back, claiming contractual 
priority, 

Biz has been so terrific at Low’s 
Forbidden City since its recent Life 
mag break that extra shows have had 
to be added. Dancing now starts as 
early as 7:30, with the Chinese floor 





Not once are the ponies | 


use, | 
and | 
straighted | 


steal laurels from | 
Debunk- | 


show grinding at 8:30, 11 p.m. and 
{1 am. 


| | 
BEN RILEY’S INN ASSETS 
2836, LIABILITIES 8376 


| Ben Riley Estates, Inc., operators 
| Saratoga, N. Y., which filed a volun- 
j tary petition of bankruptcy in the 
New York federal court last week, 
filed schedules Thursday (26) show- 
|ing assets of $283,142 and liabilities 
| of $837,332. 


| During the week Louis Fischer was 
| appointed receiver by Judge Henry 
| Warren Goddard and a three-man 
| creditors’ committee was appointed. 
Of the assets, $248,842 is real es- 
| tate, while equipment, fixtures and 
|furniture are worth $32,000. Only 
secured claim on the liability end is 
the $318,800 claim by the Chase Bank, 
while unsecured creditors total $496,- 
306. Most of the money owed is to 
Ben C. Riley personally, on loans. 


Music Muff Threatens 


Clamp on Cleve. Joints 

















Cleveland, Dec. 31. 


Because most nitery owners forgot 
all about a little matter of expiring 
musie permits, about 200 joints were 
threatened with shutdowns on New 
Year’s Eve by Charlie H. Bringman, 
city inspector of music. 

Exactly 400 licenses ran out on 
Dec. 31. Up to Sunday (29) half of 
the proprietors of niteries, cafes and 
beer-stubes had neglected or ignored 
official requests for renewals. In- 
censed inspector said he was going 
to get tough about it and would take 
a squad of cops along on the big 
night to shutter every offender who 
hadn’t kicked across with $5 for a 
six month music permit. 

With tool-making plants and some 
of the country’s key-steel factories 
here going full blast for war orders, 
impressarios looked forward to a 


boom Eve business. Orders for ad- 
vance reservations went way over 
last year’s mark in all downtown 
spots, with hotels reporting early 
sell-outs. 


Nix Magicos’ Booze 
Tricks in Dry States 


Jackson, Miss., Dec. 31. 


A magician in this state may 
snatch rabbits from his hat as long 
as he wishes, but if he has any cock- 
tails in his top-piece he had better 
keep them there. Assistant Attor- 
ney-General Edwin Holmes, Jr., has 
held that Mississippi's bone-dry hard 
liquor statute prohibits the use of 
intoxicating beverages in a magi- 
cian’s trick. 

The ruling was in answer to a 
question from C. James McLeMore 
of Indianapolis, Ind., attorney for the 
International Brotherhood of Magi- 
cians. A similar ruling was recently 
passed in Tennessee. 

t chiefly affects such performers 
‘as Think-a-Drink Hoffman, should 
ihe be booked in either state. 
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38 HOUSE REVIEWS LARIETY Wednesday, January 1, 1911] 
yon.’ DuLany also singles earlier | ’ and while she has some neat steps, | 
STATE, N. Y. with ‘For You,’ done nicely. | STRAND, B KLYN needs polishing. The third winner | ROXY, N. ¥e 
——— Paul Remos once more stops the —e he See gg crave Dae. and ne | 
= 7 ee ag Soest ss aaciivenieneeelels ne : Thito’e (pn , \s ng of * an River’ is one : : . 
C. Flippen, Six Honeys, Alice | Show here with his personable mid- | George White’s ‘Scandals with | aritoni B ol “- | Mario and Floria, Marian Belett 
Marble Geratie Stone aad’ Charles | gets, constant applause punctuating | Ben Blue, Billy Rayes, Ross Wuse, | of vor it he fete i he the righ ba ee | and English Bros. (2), Bob Ripa, 
Collins. Peggy Bernier, Ruby Zwerl-| the balancing feats, tumbling and | Jr.. and June Mann. Kim Loo Sisters, | P!aces if he falls into the right hands. 


ing House Orch; ‘Thief of Bagdad’ | 


acrobatics. 








Mildred Fenton, Christine Forsythe,| In the next slot Osborne batons! Paul Ash and Roxy Orch; ‘Chad 
(UA) Krupa and the band land heavily | Margot Sisters; ‘That Gang of Mine’ | the lads through a condensed yersion | Hanna,’ (20th) reviewed in Variety, 
wie aceeeiaieting with ‘American Bolero,’ swing that, (Mono), reviewed in this issue of | of a classic and the customers ate Dec. 20. 
This bill bridges the two holidays, attains a Classical touch. Johnny | Variety. it up. He had a hard time stilling | 





Richard Finney, Gae Foster Girls. 


| — 

so that even if it isn’t so forte the Woods, a local favorite, jumps from | —_————_ | the payees to bring on Peggy Lee, | The novelty in a Gae Foster dance 
State’s customers, reacting to the; one radio impression Into rae | Long on the road, George White's | Plonde Es Se ek eee routine, based on _ phosphorescent 
once ae ee ee ae, pid xed Flesch soe — oo tab ‘Scandals’ unit was specially | gown with a broad gold ‘waist band. yt and en ~g +b pleas- 
eeatiy. “Soer ak yg per- imitations’ authenticity. ‘Wire Brush booked for the Strand, Brooklyn, by | the gal trills “Body and Soul’ and | A | ote outhited R. MP crane 
formance caught Thursday (26). Stomp’ is appropriately lively for a| Warner Bros. as a holiday attrac- | had to come back to do Exactly Like | which make them appear as dancing 
There were few outbursts of en- band finisher. tion. It opened Christmas day and | You before the customers would skeletons and the effect is height. 
thusiasm. and even Alice Marble, A well-filled lower floor even at | remains through New Year's day (1), | cease the palm pounding. ened, via lighting, by the method 
who for the overwhelming majority the last show Christmas eve. Rees. | with house then going back to double | Ben Beri, con.edy juggler, won| of using them. It’s eye-filling, only 
present must have represented little mana | features. Burden of the draw falls | heaps of guffaws with his funny | fault being that the unison work 
other than a sportspage headline, got | upon the stage unit since the picture | 


away nicely with her expressionless | 
service of several pop tunes. Booked 
apparently for what was assayed as | 
name value, Miss Marble, who re- 


EARLE, 


PHILLY | 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. | 


booked in with it, 
Mine’ (Mono) is in the featherweight 
division. A better film for b.o. pur- 
poses would have seemed more ad- 


‘That Gang of | 


tion of three tambourines in addition 
to the rubber balls and Indian clubs. 
Dale Jones also tenors and with Dick 
Rogers scores with ‘Danny Boy.’ 


stuff, featured by clever manipula- | 


was a bit sloppy when caught. 

‘Nightingale Sang in Berkeley 
| Square’ serves to introduce Mario 
'and Floria with the help of the line. 
| Pair of baliroomologists step grace- 


: . ‘4 | visable. On the other hand. ‘Scan- | Osborne does a chorus with the pair : 
cently also turned tennis profes-| Larry Clinton Orch (14) with) VISaple. U1 me : : ; p fully to waltz tempos, executing 
ne (meen the abeniadion of We | md Y ation Jimmy Currie and | ~~ oleae should not disappoint any- | and then all of the tooters lift them- | their sprightly conceived routines 


State's Wimbledon set more for her | Peggy Mann; Jack Seymour and Kay | 


selves off their chairs to join in. 


'flawlessly. They do several num- 


-rashi > me nevi - | i i s This is followed by Rogers doing! per i ith a turk 

ra n crashing a new medium Picture, Borrah Minevitch Har Incidentally, it comes to Greater | - y § | bers, capping with a turkey trot of 
en ay her aptitude. She's re-, se: Rascals (8); ‘You'll Find Out’ | N. Y. the week that White debuted | ‘Between 18th and 19th on Chestnut 1912. Four numbers all told are a 
viewed more extensively under New | (RKO). |his Great White Way, new Broad- | Street. 


Acts in Theatres. 

J. C. Flippen ringmasters the run- | 
off in shipshape manner and gets in 
more than one good lick at the mid- 
sectors. Only time that he steps out 
of his m.c. role is during Peggy 
Bernier’s routine, and the quality 


Fare for the Jive addicts is load- | 
ing down the bill at the Earle—fore 
and aft. With Clinton's crew in the 


music are getting their 


| way nitery. 


White’s unit runs a little over an 


/hour. Although it has played a sub- 
| stantial number of key cities from | \ 
flesh and Kay Kyser’s on the screen, | Coast to Coast, it is scenically about | jazz band of 20 years ago, the wind- 
the lads and lassies who like their |as fresh as a daisy, this also going| Up. With poor weather on tap biz 

money's |for the costumes. It seemingly has | was surprisingly good. 


The band next does zany inter- 





pretations of well known _ bands. 


| One of their best stunts comes next 


| when they give their version of a 


Sahu. 











bit too long despite the duo’s ex- 
cellence. 

For comedy there’s Marian Belett 
and the English Bros., a trio which 
centers its work around the antics 
of the girl. She goes to great lengths 
to succeed in getting guffaws, work- 
ing herself into double-jointed pos- 





. . hic | 4 u i q slé > p I 

and quantity of his antics tend to | worth. ais | been ong ao eee geound ; 

step up the entertainment of her act Clinton and his boys opened today Nicely staged, with the numbers | AE 2 he aap et 

in a big way. | (Friday) after a hectic trip from | and routines woven together for ex- 20TH CENTURY, BUFF ae SS Se tg + 
Opening honors go to the Six) Indianapolis in which their plane | tremely nice pace and unction, the | ‘tap and lock themselves.in various 

Honeys and this team of whirlwind; was downed by fog. They arrived | unit achieves a pretty high degree lacro embraces. It’s fast’ é 

acrobats (evenly mixed) makes it' here too late for rehearsal, missing | of entertainment. In addition to a a : 


exciting throughout. 
shoulder-to-shoulder jumps are, as| 
ever, the sock climax to a hodge-| 
podge of tapping, tumbling and pyra- | 
mid balancing items. Miss Marble 
fills the next inning. Her singing | ; : 
stance is stolid. Her voice is con-|satin backdrop which lights 
tralto but hardly flexible, and her | vividly to vari-colored spots. Clinton 
fair looks and Back Bay accent com- | m.c.s the show and fronts band num- 
plete the portrait of a personality | bers, playing clarinet, trumpet and 
that has stepped from the sports sec- | trombone in turn. | 

tion to the amusement page with lim- Standout number is a medley of 
ited cause or preparation. Clinton compositions, including 


At this catching the band showed 
the effects of this kind of existence, 
being a bit off in its timing in ac- 
companying acts and vocalists. 


Their series of | the first show this morning entirely. | line of 10 girls, there are three show- 


Band is backed by a rich, white | 
up | 


girls, handsomely costumed, who add 
| to the color. They are worked into 
various production numbers and con- 
tribute vocally to the proceedings. 
Two theme numbers figure through- 
out, ‘Are You Havin’ Any Fun?’ and 
‘Goodnight, My Beautiful.’ Produc- 
tion consideration is also given 
‘Mexiconga.’ Among other things, 
the three showgirls work a strip- 
| tease gag that is a fooler, dummies 
being used for chassis. 





Buffalo, Dec. 26. 

A. B. Marcus’ ‘Continental Revue’ 
with Roberta Jonay, Sparkey Kaye 
and Roland Romas, Flagg and Arnold, 
Ruth Durrell, George  Shreck, 
McGowan and Duos, Dorothy Coudy, 
Jigsaws, Hin Low, Leon Miller; ‘Too 
Many Girls’ (RKO). 


At the current 44c tariff, this Mar- 
cus epidermal display is a bumper 
sock, full of glorified burley aimed 


Bob Ripa starts his balancing of 
balls on mouth-held sticks in the 
opening Foster piece. <A _ standard 
turn. He runs through the difficult 
| tricks of balancing rubber spheres 
|from all angles with ease. Payoff 
has -him teetering on one foot, a 
ball on the instep of the other, two 
| on wooden supports on forehand and 
| chin and juggling a fistful of plates. 
| Another eye-catching Fosterette 
| routine closses. It’s a winter scene, 
| boys and girls costumed in colorful 
| red and white costumes. 


| 








; They’re on 

ing | ‘Reverie, ‘Satan Takes a Holiday’| Ben Blue, who was in the last |Tright between the eyes of the gam- | rojlerskates, simulating blades, doing 

Papp toon oe one ecg A sar | and his latest, ‘Study in Surrealism. | ‘Scandals’ revue on Broadway a year | and-garter trade, an especially smart | taps and executing military forma- 

- ao Tee 1 strictly in-|Jimmy Currie clicks with his hoke | ago, tops the cast. He is in and out package for the 20th Century to de- | tions to ‘I Am An American.’ 

adagio stepping a - * 7. cao | vocals on ‘Night and Day’ and ‘Well | of the unit frequently and figures in | **~ | Runoff consumes approximately 40 
terpretative _ lines. ey regis 4 Allright’ Currie’s dead-pan clown- | two comedy sketches that get laughs, | liver to the post-Xmas rush, Back | minutes. fe Wood. : 
strongly. Two numbers that stan ing is guffaw-producing biz. sisal 


out brightly are their ‘Lullaby by | Pavey peas ates bil 

° ‘ : | erry Allen baritones nicely wit 
Breh Ys and All-American |‘Down Argentine Way’ and ‘Only 
Romance.’ Peggy Bernier’s singing | forever,’ while femme chirper Peggy 
shenanigans prove good for a COM-|yyonn js a bouncy, brunet looker 


sistent stream of laughs and despite | with nice pipes. She shows her ver- 

— the Three — who — | satility on ‘Our Love’ and the jumpy 
er, mop up on still a noisier scale. | ‘Rive O'Clock Whistle.’ 

The trio’s brand of slapstick plus | ag . ~ 








The Borrah Minevitch harmonica | 


| one that is a bit burlesquey but not 
too rough. Another is built around 
Madame Du Barry who bests all 
|lovers excepting Blue. The comic's 
| burlesque of a Russian dance is also 
‘ sockful. 


Billy Rayes, 





long in circulation, 
| works in one with his juggling, talk 


in the U. 8S. 
four, months 


for its first date after 
in Mexico City and Ha- 
vana, where it was offered as a full- 
length show at $3 top, the abbrevi- 
ated version presented here shapes 
up heavy on production and eye ap- 
peal, long on talent in several de- 
partments and loaded with a zingy 





GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 





San Francisco, Dec. 25 
Nancy Welford, George Beatty, 
Ambassadorettes 


|Ravel & Co. (2), 


, 
Se at ; : : and impressions. He scores very | bevy of choristers eye-filling enough | (4), Gilbert and Carroll, Phil and 5 
— - a : 1 1 pesoon Born | lads, sans Borrah, = their wees. | well. Another male on the show is|to improve Latin-American rela- Dotty Phelps, Maxine Turner, Peggy 
Te eeminn Ehontereamine bil, The | eer te re en | meme Wyse, sr. We veceia, singing | Gene. O'Neill House Line (12), Charles 
an otherwise namby-p y . | and his pantomine still copping top | the leading numbers, and also works What with the difficulties of cut- | Kaley House Orch (12); ‘No, No, 
two acts, at least send ‘em away} honors. _ on comedy material with Blue. Wyse | ,; at wi e difficulties of cut- | i nette’ (RKO) ; ' 
laughing. Odec. A surprise treat is the hoofing of | a)<9 has a jazz-versus-classical music | ting the three-hour show to an hour . } 
Jack Seymour and Kay Picture. The | F ; om . |and a quarter, and with the house | : : ; i 
‘ sequence in which he’s for Tin Pan cana Novel highlight this week is spot- 
male half of the team is one of the | ajiey, this being with June Mann, |°TCh wrangling sourly over the | lighting oN: Welford fy, al 
ORPHEUM, MPLS. smoothest terp-tappers gandered | wo solos shortly after the opening of , Score, opening performances Xmas | = tr ° th anaes os “y , i" oe 
here for some time. The duo have | the unit. Miss Mann hasa nice, catchy | Day were a nightmare. A good part of ‘No "ie Nanette,’ os tie-in with 
| tricky routines, with the happy voice, something that's also true of | of the cast as originally billed was | the enn “RKO. er sen version 
Minneapolis, Dec. 28. | faculty of making their most difficult | tno other single singer, Mildred Fen- | missing (Sofia Alvarez out with |‘ c scre sion, 
Gene Krupa Orch kn a 


(16), Howard 
DuLany, The Allens (4), Irene Day, 
Paul Remos (3), Johnny Woods; 
‘South of Suez’ (WB). | = eee 


TOWER, K. C. 


steps appear simple. 
Biz on Friday night was off. 
Shal. 





outfit, 


ton, who figures in the ‘Mexiconga’ 
number farther down. 


}tine Forsythe offers a tap single, 


In the ‘Mexiconga’ portion Chris- | 


| Srippe), and with no announcements 
| or programs available, every’one was 
forced to troupe strictly on his own. 
| High content of entertainment value 
assayed is a compliment to the per- 


Plump lass, who now presides at the 
jewelry counter in a Frisco depart- 
ment store, is still plenty cute and 
lands solidly in the deuce spot with 
a medley of musical comedy tunes, 


as as — |scoring effectively. The Kim [oo | ge i ee eee encored by ‘Tea For Two.’ 

Prien noe in one beer bly Sisters, four Orientals, are in and | aresge: Tag “ a ng tony oe aes Opening acro spot this week is 
— sete pe ite ghey oo “i ae |out of the action from the start, | US _ ee ee ee 

or the local hepcats and jive hounds. 


The hot swing fans couldn’t have de- | Kansas City, Dec. 28. 





| lending color wih their singing. They 


sentation, the show offers the maxi- 
mum, 





filled by Phil and Dotty Phelps with 
| various balances while the under- 


are cutely costumed and make nice ; ‘ ated . bere 
sired a more acceptable gift. And Starr and Lee, Lew Hoffman,| appearances. Another turn is the} Roberta Jonay, in sarong, is on for standet welks' Up one ne I ee 
the fact that it’s Krupa’s initial trip | Mona Leslie, Frances and Wally,| Margot Sisters, doing an acrobatic |a dance opening. Featured as ‘Mrs. steps. Closer, with. gal perches in 
here makes the present all the more Lester Harding, Damico and|dance that is more acro than danc- | Roosevelt's protege,’ the girl, on her | 2 chals balanced by two «7 ag 
welcome. The three acts backing | Rhoades, House Line, Herb  Six|ing but plenty surefire. Char. attractive personality and showing bai supported Oy & pole ween en 
up the band are familiar here, but | House Orch; ‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep). | pciadaeteemoaices undoubtedly rates the billing. Time male half raises to his skull, is plenty 
each is a topnotcher in its line and | : 1 ~~ | tricky and had the pewholders on 
— } TOR A uae a ee | economy keeps her from more than | seat-edge. In the trey are Gilbert 
| sauce pti ens ne es sve | Title of ‘Showboat Follies’ sets FOX, ST. LOUIS a single appearance. Sparkey Kaye | 144 Carroll, making their western 
hough routines remain unchanged. = gpg 5 and Roland Romas carry the com- ( ' ne ee 
this one with a suitable background +h Re ; CY e cOM- | debut, a tall gal, in black and sil- 
Krupa himself, of course, rates | for working the various acts into a : ; edy assignments laboriously, with | vor and her partner. Thev also use 
head and shoulders above any of the | fairly well-knit 45 minutes. Tower St. Louis, Dec. 27. most of their material and treat- | a set of ste Lge for taps. 
drummer men who have visited | has a headline act in Mona Leslie Dick Rogers, Peggy Lee, Dale} ment smacking of burlesque. Their | Band pe reno Po at this 
these parts. What’s more, his band | and her stripping makes a total of | Jones, Ben Beri, Gardner and Kane, | opening mike dialog, the old doc- ,0int with a racetrack novelty 
is a superior organization in its field four standard acts instead of the | Virgil Harris, Bernice Whitney, Lilly | tor’s office bit (this time for draft a le up by Floyd Mahartean sax 
and, with high musical skill and | ysual three. With Miss Leslie taking Garber, Will Osborne Orch (14); | examination), and the thread-bare | slaver 7 y a sement of T ‘cht 
sterling arangements, it provides|aq double turn and three full num- | ‘Chad Hanna’ (20th). | poker game are line for line right —" oo Seana i: 


syncopated rhythm which is ultra in| bers by the line, the time is 
quality. 


Besides toiling strenuously on the 


stretched slightly, and to advantage. | 





Fanchon & Marco is parceling out 


out of the burley book. 


Kaye with his mute travesty of 


Cavalry’ paves way for a gag race 
with three band members as jockeys 
and Kaley doubling as a sportscaster. 


Theme is begun nicely by the line | the winners of the recent elimination | CYT! Smith’s ‘Sow Song,’ assisted | Routine where the three horses go 
drums, Krupa proves a polished and in a polka reminiscent of the river- | contest for native talent, and the | by the gramophone, proves he is | jnto a spring dance had ’em scream- 
smooth emcee and also handles the | boat days, and Lester Harding takes | grct¢ three plus the talent among | capable of better comedy. Flagg and ing. Idea is a pip and landed de- 
baton with assurance, but not to the | over as skipper for the rest of the | wij) Osborne’s band hypoed by two Arnold follow with their nifty near- spite first-show roughness. At one 
degree where the customers become | route. He brings on Barney Starr, independently booked» acts. consti- nude slow motion handbalancing point Kaley had to go clear off stage 
fed up. And the lively rhythm | who does some comic squeezing 0n |tutes one of the best stage shows | Stint. An unidentified tenor disposes | to get a mike turned on 
seET ¢ F see for the ent > < a he accord while } an ovce e . 4 ‘ . 2 Si : . Sh : = 4 - = e S - ‘ ee 
sets a fast pace for the entire show. | the accordi mn while his giant sto ge, | that has been presented at this 5,000 of Angel in robust voice, which Four Ambassadorettes are on nex 

Naturally, most of the arrange-| Miss Lee, chants the refrains. In eater in midtown since the resumn- | sues into the inevitable over-|Gals. gowned in red, start out as a 
1ents ar ‘si ( > Trupa’ ‘lose order Lew Hoffman gets a /|j}:° = : neag*. iressed showgirl parade which fi _= “te : 
menis are designed to set off Krupa’s | close orae sew OIrM< Bers ¢é tion of the vaudfilm policy two aresse showgirl parade which fin- | dance team but quickly break away 
drumming and they serve their pur- | 00d share of laughs out of collec- months ago. Management also has ally evolves into a stylized angel | into a fast and furious exhibition of 

; y +3 ate an sever: ‘ , > SS - os nate . - . é , : 
pose admirably. Vocalist Howard | tion of tophats and several juggling slashed screen fodder to one feature ballet, featuring Ruth Durrell as tumbling, climaxing with a gag new 
DuLany and Irene Day fit in nicely. bits. i , ; instead of the customary pair. Ses- dance soloist. George Shreck is 0n| here. Two of the lookers grab a 
‘Tiger Rag’ is a hot starter with |, ‘Merry Widow _ waltz by the line sion that extends through 65 minutes | fT .2 flash with some nondescript heavy rubber rope and snap it back 
Krupa pounding the drums. The ar- | is a full number in itself, but serves : lowbrow 


to introduce the initial bit by Mona 


rangements are interestingly differ- sched : e 
ent and colorful for all the striking | Leslie. She's on in bridal costume, 


moves at a nice pace and there is 
enough variety to please anyone. 


comedy and Leon Miler 
| holds down the principal male danc- 
& . . 

ing spots, his specialty dance imita- 


'and forth across the stage at higl 
speed, trying to trip the tumblers 


; he : shih; r nae iim a Oe i: » i b |Pace of the bouncing cable keeps 
band numbers. but soon doffs the gown to exhibit With the curtains closed Osborne's | tions assisting greatly in the effcc-|the tempo ever increasing. AS 2 
hiien ao ton tu A a neat chassis. “Harding then covers | lads start their themer, ‘The Gentle- | tiy f th : or 
sae Son Oneeeee wre Suet vee the frontstage and rings out his |men Awaits.’ The band, upon ex oe Se ee ae peppy flash, the femmes are tops, 
inc iw 2c tape « | = . 2 c : : eo ¢ -_ Sa ‘ ‘ i : .: yf . 4 : nia 
oo te ing Fae apt 1 rma — |baritone on ‘He’s My oy cle’ and | posure to view, goes into its second | Your Lovely Hands,’ spotting Dor- | winning a terrific ovation here. 


| ‘America I Love You’ for a healthy 
; round of applause. 

Baton twirling is attempted with 
fair success by Damico and Rhoades, 
| winners of the weekly am contest. 

omedy turn of terp and song is 


woman again amaze with their clog- 
ging, jigging and other dance rou- 
tines and they bring down the house 
when they join the boy and gir] for 
some real jitterbug stuff. The con- 


trast of the modern and old-time [oqgeq by Frances and Wally, billed 
we oe Fe St ee at ee 'as ‘Broadway oie eve Pergggy the 

a BOCS eer (umM-~ | most of a slapstick rhumba. 
ming during the primifive ‘Blue | jine number is a cakewalk in tophat 
Rhythm Stomp, a novel and excit- and tails and they give way to the 
ing fantasy. Each musician has a| final Leslie strip. This one has a 


small drum of his own and joins in| shade of artistry in the huge satin 
the thumping. It’s the band’s out- 





Closing | 


number, ‘Million Dreams Ago,’ aided 
by novel lighting. 

Osborne m.cs and introduces 
Gardner and Kane, an acro-tap team. 
| During their first routine Miss Gard- 
;ner does some lofty kicking. After 

a costume change she returns for a 
| slick toe-acro stint that won a strong 
response. She makes a third change 
|into a stunning burgundy red eve- 
|ning gown to wind up with Kane in 
an exhibition of nifty taps. Dale 
Jones, the bull fiddler with the band, 





|othy Coudy, is a peak of the per- 
|formance. Illusion of nude _ girl 
| weaving about in the dark while 
|shadow hands caress various por- 
| tions of her anatomy is socko in ef- 
| fective suggestiveness. McGowan 
j}and his iree Duos, jitterbugs, 
| raise the beat of the show by their 
|fast and furious legmania. Hin 
Low, a young Chinese girl, knots 
up the proceedings with some facile 
contortions which approximate the 
ultimate in the limber-jointed de- 





George Beatty is next-to-closing, 
a single who can hold his own any- 
where. With good voice and easy 
personality, he can sell a gag for the 
last ounce of giggle and got over 
big here with his rendition of ‘Care- 
less,’ gagging radio commercials and 
imitation of a drunken sailor. En- 
cored with ‘I Married a Strip Tease 
| Dancer,’ but still had to beg off. 

Ravel, magician, is the finalist and 
plenty smooth, with stunts which are 
new or haven't been seen here in 





shawl which she twirls before going | deserts his perch to talk his way |Partment. The Jigsaws add their|a long time. Borrows a dollar bill 
standing number. to center stage for the regular flash | through ‘Nobody.’ His southern ac- | slick comedy knockabout to the en-|from the audience and it shows up 
Miss Day is good to look at and | ending. cent and cracked voice won the mob.| semble for heavy laugh returns.|inside a walnut removed from an 
listen to and she scores with such ‘Melody Ranch’ is more than doing | Bernice Whitney, one of the winners | ‘South American Way’ by the entire | egg taken from an orange. 
pop vocal numbers as “There I Go’ | its part at the boxoffice, and has /in the contest, is a tiny gal but pos-| company delivers a rhythmic, fast- Maxine Turner, doing a nifty acro- 
and ‘Drummer Man.’ She and Du-/some extra drawing power locally |sesses powerful pipes. She socks | moving and satisfactory finale. batic dance routine during the house 
Lany combine for two duets, ‘Our | as the original story is from the pen /over ‘Five O’Clock Whistle.’ Lilly House jammed Xmas Day, with | line’s opening number, earns spon- 
Tove Affair’ and ‘Call of the Can-' of Jack Moffitt, Star critic. Quin. |Garber, another winner, is a tapster, ! overflow. Burton, taneous applause. Wern. 
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~ KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Dec. 26. 


| 


| 


ments but work too loud for power- 
ful amplifying system. 
Bernie’s impersonations are tucked 


|in after them and he scores with | Teddy Powell 


George Raft with Billie Adams, Gil; ‘The Shadow,’ Edward G. Robinson, 
and Bernie Mason, Ted Lester, De-| James Stewart, President Roosevelt 


Val, Merle and Lee, Three Swifts,!and Wendell Willkie. 


The Gracella 


Patricia Norman, Ted Mack, Larry | troupe still is close to the tops with 


Flint and House Orch; ‘Where Did its violent acrobatics and were best | 


You Get That Girl?’ (U). 
With a swell hand-picked bill sup- 


porting him, George Raft comes in, | 


after several years’ absence, for a 
personal. Without the name and 
fame, Raft could hardly click with 
the chatter and dancing he offers, 
but his fans are quite satisfied and 
even delighted just to see him bask 
in a spotlight, and move around the 
stage. ; 

Starts off rather stiffly and 
mechanically with his introductory 
remarks about being happy to play 
Boston, etc., but soon slides into the 
groove with a line of chatter that 
brings him into intimate touch with 
his audience. From then on every- 
thing he does is okay with the fans. 

In fact he gets so chummy that he 
lets the customers shout questions at 
him, and he parries them skillfuliy— 
jncluding a query: ..How’s Norma? 
(Shearer).” The answer to that one 
was: ‘Don’t Know. Not Much!’ 

Billie Adams comes on late in the 
act for a rhumba whirl with the 
filmster, following his solo shuffle to 
‘Sweet Georgia Brown’ that features 
a bit of hipping. 

Larry Flint, regular house band 
leader, opens the show with a special 
holiday overture that got a good 
hand, along with the scenic effects of 
snow-falling. Then he introes Ted 
Mack, who m.c.s and conducts for 
the acts. Mack is very capable in 
this chore, bringing on the talent 
smoothly, contributing a little him- 
self without milking. 

Gil and Bernie Mason _ are 
good openers with their excellent 
trick dog act. A few new twists 
added since last around, but the 
laughs are chiefly based on the pups 
performing the opposite of what 
they are instructed to do. 

Three Swifts, next-to-clcse, pave 
the way nicely for Raft in their slick 
comedy juggling turn 
mains unchanged but never grows 
stale. 

More comedy is delivered by 
DeVal, Merle and Lee, one of the 
best and funniest ballroom trios in 
the biz. As usual, the fun begins 
when the two men change coats and 
start tossing the girl across the stage, 
practically up to the proscenium. 
The whole act is reheared and timed 
to a fine finish. 


| 








| 


| 


| 


which re-| good novelty. 


received of the entire show. 
‘Truth or Consequences’ 

Acts) then takes over on its own. 
Audience light at first show Sun- 

day. (29), Pool. 


CHICAGO, CHI 





Chicago, Dec. 28. 
Bob Bromley, Walter Dare Wahl, 
Harrison and Fisher, Tamara, 
Arren and Broderick, Dorothy Hild 
Dancers (16); ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ 
(Par). 





This is a typical Chicago theatre 
show, rating as more stage show 
than vaudeville, and highly suitable 
not only for the house, but for the 
holiday week. It’s a layout designed 
for entertainment rather than box- 
office in view of the sufficient drag 
of the flicker, and as entertainment 
it makes good. 

All are standard acts, well re- 
hearsed in satisfying audiences. The 
act that probably goes back farther 
in vaudeville than any other on the 
bill was the biggest click at this 
catching. That’s Arren and Brod- 
erick. She rocks ’em as always with 
her prima donna burlesque. He 
still plinks the piano strings like a 
banjo, and it’s still the same old 
ag but it remains a satisfactory 

it. 

There are a couple of other turns 
on the bill that also go back a piece. 
One is that of Walter Dare Wahl, 
who, with his partner, touched this 
mob for a flock of Jaughs with their 
knockabout hand-to-hand comedy. 
The other is the dance team of Har- 
rison and Fisher. Both are still the 
acme of finesse on appearance and 
style, and have a fine flair for audi- 
ences, either in the best of niteries 
or theatres. 

Bob Bromley’s marionets make a 
He handles the dolls 
skillfully and has a new bit with a 


marionet on a trapeze, the strings | 


| being worked from bé@neath instead 


of above. It works out well. 
Tamara, recently here at the Chez 
Paree, brings to this stage her quiet 


| sense of elegance and highly pleas- 


ant vocals. 
at all times. 


She is a touch of class 


Dorothy Hild line is working 
ithrough three numbers and does 
yvarticularly well with the c'«"'ng 
, ‘Dance of the Hours.’ Gold. 


Ted Lester, deuce, clicks in his 
showmanly musical novelty turn. | 
Plucking from under his cape an} 


amazing assortment of instruments, 
Lester keeps things humming with 
demonstrations on a harmonica 
(played by blowing through rubber 
tubing), a tiny fiddle 
right and left hand), a minute guitar, 
a clarinet, a balloon, etc. 

Patricia Norman is so far ahead 
of the run-of-mill songsters that she 
would stop one of the regular low- 
budget shows that play here. 
has no trouble in earning an encore. 
‘Rhumboogie,.’ ‘Night and Day’ and 
‘He’s My Uncle’ clearly demonstrate 
that she can sell swing and ballads 


alike; and the medley” encore, 
‘Jealous, ‘Had To Be You and 
’Sugar Blues,’ leaves ‘em wanting 


more. All Miss Norman’s arrange- 
ments are.excellent, and a nod goes 
to Mack for ace backing from the 
band. 

Prices are tilted here this week 
(65c. top), and rightly so. Business 
very healthy on the second show of 
the second day. Raft plays here 
eight days, through New Year’s Day, 
including a midnight show at $1.65 
admish. Fox. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 29. 
Al Bernie. Nelson Marionets, Linda 
Moody, Dennis Sisters, Gracella 
Troupe, ‘Truth or 
Unit with Ralph Edwards, Herschel 


Consequences’ 


(played with | 


She | 


| harp, 
| picture, 


Leib House Orch, ‘You'll Find Out’, 


(20th). 

It’s a well rounded program that 
the Fox has devised for its holiday 
stage show—even puppets for the 
kids out of school—and sparked by 
something different in stage shows 
with ‘Truth or Consequences,’ a bit 
of radio audience participation that 
seems to register even better before 
5,000 theatre fans. 

The conventional type of stage 
show takes up the first half hour of 
the program, with the Ivory show— 
you can’t mistake the sponsor, with 
a 10-foot banner unfurled for ‘Truth 
or Consequences’—taking over the 
final portion. 2 

That patriotism is in the air is re- 
flected in the house orchestras open- 
ing, ‘March Americana, a medley. 
but mostly ‘God Bless America.’ Al 
Bernie opens _ brightly, although 
given here to dissecting his jokes, as 
m. c., bringing on the Nelson marilo- 
nets, whose first two offerings, the 
Pagliacci clown with his toy balloon 
and the drill of the toy soldiers, got 
big appreciation from the numerous 
youngsters while the drunk bit 
caught adult fancy. Linda Moody's 
lively taps got over, and she’s fol- 
lowed by the Dennis sisters. 

Latter use plenty of body sales- 
manship on their numbers, ‘Argen- 
tina,’ ‘Maybe’ and ‘Ferryboat Sere- 
nade.’ They have. solid. arrange- 


Baltimore, Dec. 28. 

Dave Schooler and All American 
Swinghearts Orch (22), Sue Ryan, 
Dancing Deb. (3), June 
Whitson Bros., (4); ‘No, No, Nanette’ 
(RKO). 

Dave Schooler has been around for 
some time and should know the an- 
swer by now. Currently with a 21l- 


gal orch, he has a job cut out for 
himself. Any all-girl orch of con- 


siderable size must bear comparison 
with Phil Spitalny’s aggregation, and 
using that group as a_ standard, 


Schooler must suffer in contrast. 
There are individual good spots 
here and there in the combo. Fiddles 


are good and some secondary instru- 
ments also measure up. Brass par- 
ticularly is Yycking in volume though 
six brass instruments are used. 
Strictly as a band act, holding down 
a spot of its own on an average | 
out, aggregation has sufficient stuff to 
go over, but present stint here is a 


av. 
ay 


| bit overboard. 


five sax, 
flute and 


Made up of four fiddles, 
six brass, four rhythm, 
combo makes a_stagefilling 
with Schooler entirely at 
home in the intros. Open with a 
medley of Americana. which includes 
‘Jeannie,’ ‘Suzannah,’ ‘I Love You 
Truly’ and ‘My Bonnie,’ nicely sold. 
June Burnette is on next with brace 
of swingeroo vocals in which she 


lemploys her chassis advantageously. 


Contributes two physical conception 


of ‘Got to Get Hot’ and ‘Old Man 
River,’ both fairly well received. 
Has a nitery style of delivery, a t 


out of hand for typical family trade 


in this house. 


Orch next with arrangement of a 
Rimsky Korsakoff number, after 
which Three Debs, trio of femmes, 
whack out some three-way hoofery 
and an acro challenge for good 
change of pace. Make spot. fo) 
Schooler’s stint at the piano, Liszt’s 


‘Second Hungarian Rhapsody,’ a bell 
ringer and sold to the very tilt. 

Sue Ryan on here and a wow from 
the teeoff. Opens with a version of 
songs as delivered by the girls on 
the magazine covers, very skillfully 
sold and good for a bundle of laughs. 
Irving Berlin’s ‘Bless de Lawd’ next 
and equally solid, with concluding 
‘Back to Bach,’ a special aboyt a 
musical dame married to a jitterbug 
being a potent show-stopper. 


Rather inane jam session by six 
members of ensemble follows after 
which the Four Whitson Bros. tie 
matters into a begoff with their 


socko risley. Interpolated comedy is 
nicely handled and final trick of a 
three-high somersault a real wow. 
Cutely developed ‘March of the 
Toys’ by the orch closes matters 
nicely. 
Biz just Burm, 


fair. 


| 
(New 


Burnett, 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 








Orch with Peter 
Dean and Ruth Gaylord; Henny 
| Youngman, Frances Faye, Five 
Jewels, Adrian Rollini Trio; News- 
reels and Shorts. 





making it tough for themselves with 
| over-enthusiasm. Any gag gets a 
| laugh; any act gets encore-demand- 
ing applause. Result is performers 
move into the Flatbush, quickly 
learn they’re up against a houseful 
| of pushovers, and perhaps feel any- 
thing goes. Vicious cycle, abetted by 
| bad booking and atrocious routining, 
| reaches a new low this week. 

| Henny Youngman leads the bad 
news. He apparently figures there’s 
;no use wasting good gags when 
| they’ll laugh at bad ones—so he 
gives ’em the bad ones. Among 
| Other things is a meaningless repeti- 
| tion of the words ‘racing fans’ in the 
'Clem McCarthy manner. It’s not 
|funny the first time, so its effect by 
| the hundredth time can be readily 
| unappreciated. And even included 
‘in the repertoire is the one that goes: 
|‘I just got back from Hollywood, I 
made two pictures, one like this and 
| one like this.’ Need more be said? 
| Teddy Powell’s crew is satisfactory 
instrumentally, but seems to get 





and juggling slick grid 
for spontaneous laughs. 
smart editing. 

Pathe goes in for routine coverage 
on the year’s sports, with Clem 
McCarthy back to spiel on track, 
speedway auto racing, horse races 
and the Hudson River crew events. 


All-round, 


| Andre Baruch does the baseball, golf 


The good freres of Flatbush are, 


and tennis highlights. 
Week's batch of news items in- 
cludes such ‘exciting’ moments as 


! 
maneéuvers 


the launching of a new Pan-Ameri- | 


can boat (Par) and the annual greet- 
ings from embassy children in Wash- 
ington (Pathe). Last is 


good for | 


chuckles. There also is a parade of | 


Greeks in Chicago to raise funds for 
war sufferers (U). 

Clips concerning U. S. prepared- 
ness include Admiral W. D. Leahy 
sailing for his Vichy post, Kelly 
Field aviator class being commis- 
sioned, glass wings being tested for 
army planes, new bomb deflector 


and fur coats for Alaskan troops | 


(Universal), army hostesses going to | Sew Fears Dre pertermenss went 


work and draftees off on Xmas leave 
(Par), Gene Tunney being sworn in 


as army athletic instructor and Lord ‘the next-to-closing spot neatly with 


| Halifax named as new British am- 
| bassador to America (both Movie- 


| bogged down in the general morass. | 


| Outfit’s topper, ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ 
| suffers, among other things, from the 
|/numerous false finales of the show. 
Audience, thinking it’s the end, 
walks out during the presentation. 
Actually, it’s hardly more than half- 
way through the show. Number, 
aside from that, is arranged much 
too heavily for satisfactory results. 

Vocalists with Powell are Ruth 
|Gaylord and Peter Dean. Miss Gay- 
|lord, well-coutouriered, exhibits a 
|nice range from croon to full voice, 


| 





j 
} 


tone). 

On the duller side, program shows 
a beauty glamour school and Arthur 
Murray dancers teaching boys on a 
navy training boat, both 
plugs. Also a cub Boy Scout drive, 
a silver fox farm, Al Smith playing 
Santa and a ‘France Forever’ ses- 
sion. Movietone’ contributes its 
usually smart fashion section, this 
time on shoe styles. Paramount’s 
‘Popular Science’ short helps the bill. 

Wear. 


TEXAS, SAN ANTONIO 


San Antonio, Dec. 28. 


Our Gang Comedy Kids, Carl 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 27. 
‘New Year’s Revue’ with Nick 
Lucas, Sid Page and Peggy Earle, 
Alan Carney, Barr and Estes, Five 


Herzogs, Lancaster and Blue 
Rhymeties (12); ‘Behind the News! 
(Rep). 


Operating a stage show policy on 
a 52-week basis must present book- 
ing problems to any house and this 
may be one of the weeks which has 
the Lyric in a spot for bookings. 
Acts are all standard, and okay, but 


| the best name they could find for the 


show is Nick Lucas, who isn’t strong 
enough with the present generation 


| to keep the wicket turning out front. 


Keeping the nut down still doesn’t 


| mean a profit as business is thin and 


even a certain packed house for the 


change the color of the week’s red 


tink. This is no reflection on Lucas’ 


outright | 


;and Blue should be given a chance 


doing ‘A Million Dreams Ago’ and | Switzer, Shirley Coates, Darwocd | 


‘Argentina.’ 
more dulcet. 


She’s better on the first, 

Dean’s a combination 
/comic-warbler suffering from 
| thesp complex apparently engen- 
| dered by a large pair of phoney 
| horn-rimmed specs. Does ‘Mayor of 
| Alabam,’ very weak, and 


Second one’s better, but still n.s.h. 


| Frances Faye, who's” acquired 
|much additional avoirdupois over 
| the summer, rides her piano and 
|vocalizes with the accustomed 
throatiness. Does a phoney medley 
of tunes she has been associated 
with, reminiscent of Belle Baker. 


They’re a combo of Yiddish, Italian, 
Russian and English double-talk. 
Worked out a little more, it would be 
a solid click. Winds up with ‘Beat 
Me Daddy’ for satisfactory results. 
Adrian Rollini’s Trio is a pip as 
music-makers but, routined in the 
middle of a stage show, slow the 
| proceedings to a_ sleep-producing 
toddle. Threesome’s work on vibra- 
phone, guitar and bass is plenty 
melodious, but a tricky novelty is 
required to break it up. Youngman, 
at the show caught, did Rollini a 
favor—which clearly went unappre- 
| ciated by the burned-up maestro 
by grabbing a couple of the sticks 
and knocking off a few bars on 
vibraphone and chimes himself. It 
provided comic relief needed. 
Early turn is the Five Jewels, 
femme jugglers. Plenty okay as ice- 
breakers, they’re showmanly in 
identical blonde wigs and_ gold- 
spangled dresses. They make a good 
stage picture tossing tennis rackets, 
hoops and Indian clubs, working 
singly, in twos, threes and fives and 
filling stage with flying ding 
bats, Herb. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


the 


No news is good news. That’s 
probably what the theatre editors 
thought after looking over this crop 
of newsreel clips. House would have 
been jeft in the lurch if it had not 
been for the excellent summary of 
1940 news and sports roundups con- 
tributed per custom by all reels. 

Program uses ‘Fateful Year,’ News 
of Day summation of 1940 news 
events, in toto, and parts of Univer- 
sal’s and Movietone’s highlights of 
the year. N. of D. leads off with the 
battle of Narvik, retreat from Nor- 
v and other events of the Nor- 
wegian campaign. Evacuation of 
Dunkirk by the Allies, the reelection 
of President Roosevelt and_ the 
destruction of the French fleet at 
Orang also are included as out- 
tanding stories. The newsreel also 
has glimpses of warfare in the low 


Nay 


lands. bombing of boats in the Eng- 
lish channel, U. S. preparedness and 
the siege of England. Universal puts 


the Norwegian campaign at the top 


of its list, the Dunkirk retreat and 
the crash of the ‘Leaping Lena 
bridge at Tacoma being rated as 


other distinctive yarns. U also rings 
in the I] Duce ‘blitz’ in reverse with 
old clips from Egypt and new ones 
from the Greek front. 

Movietone also has many of these 


big stories plus F.D.R.’s flaying of 
Mussolini, the Far East warfare 


Pan-American conference, new U.S 
hip America launching, the Dion: 
and ‘Miss America of 1940.’ 
Paramount gets away from routine 
sports as ‘Professor’ Bill Slater. The 
‘prof’ asks the audience which sport: 


they like best and then gives the 
answer — ‘football... Review spots 
what Par rates as the thrill plays 


of 1940, concluding by tricking up 
the camera, giving slow-motion ver- 
of ball-carrying and 


hal¢ir 7’ 
Ss10ns naiting 


| 


Kaye, Anita Gordon, Jack Pepper, 
Dwight Brown, Frank Doyle; ‘Gal- 


a\ lant Sons’ (M-G). 


From the screen to the stage of the 
Texas come four former members of 


|show that is pleasing local patrons, 


| 


| 


especially the kids. 

Included in the 40-minute presen- 
tation is Jack Pepper, m.c., who war- 
bles several tunes and otherwise 
keeps the show moving at its merry 
pace. Opens with a song that Broad- 
way has gone Hollywood, and winds 


| 


| 


ability as an entertainer, as he fills 


a mixture of current pops and old 
favorites, high tenoring ‘Ferrybvat 
Serenade,’ ‘Berkeley Square,’ ‘Paint- 
ing Clouds With Sunshine,’ ‘We 
Three,’ ‘Great American Home,’ and 
‘Thanks For Memory’ to his own 
guitar accompaniment. His turn won 
a hearty round of mitt slaps at show 
caught. 

Another standout on the bill is 
two blind amateurs plucked from 
WFBM Talent Parade, Lancaster and 
Blue. Lancaster sings ‘Bells of St 
Mary’s’ to Blue’s chimes accompanie 
ment at piano, and won hearty salvo, 
A good bet to win more enthusiasm 
is overlooked when boys’ sightless- 
ness 1s not mentioned to audience, 
to show his swing ability on the 
ivories. 

_A welcome relief from the usual 
line numbers is the grace and abiiity 
of the 12 Ascher-Bauman Rhythm- 
ettes, who appear in three spots, 
Girls are all lookers, are tastefully 
costumed, and can handle the hoofs 


| with alacrity. 


‘Your | the Our Gang Comedy Kids with a! 


| Feet's Too Big’ with Miss Gaylord. | fast moving song, dance and comedy | inte several spots, sharing m.c. hone 


up by saying he has several actors | 


who, instead of going Hollywood, are 
going Broadway. This introduces the 
Gang. 

Darleena (Anita Gordon), the 
vamp, comes out to lead off with a 
rendition of Madame La Zonga and 
comes back in a short skit with en- 
tire group, displaying her talents as 
a come-hither gal. 

Waldo (Darwood Kaye) and Al- 
falfa (Carl Switzer) are next with 
an eccentric tap routine which reg- 


istered well for nice laughs and ap- | 


plause. Waldo comes back solo 
a session on the ivories which is 
composed of a medley of ‘Deep Pur- 
ple’ and ‘Sunrise Serenade.’ Muggsy 
(Shirley Coates) does a tap routine 
in a fair manner, and also appears 
in the skit. 

Standout bit is the comedy of Al- 
falfa and Pepper, with top honors 
going to their imitation of Edgar 
Bergen and Charlie McCarthy. Al- 
falfa, of course, is the dummy, 
dressed in tails and tophat, and goes 
over so well that at showing caught 
Pepper had to stop several times due 
to laughter at Alfalfa’s antics on hi 
knee. 
Ailfaifa’s question to where clowns 


land comedians go. 


Pepper is heard 
throughout presentation and give: 
out with several jokes, several of 
which may be over the heads of the 
juvenile audience, which is in heavy 
attendance. Is best in ‘If I Could Be 
With ‘You,’ which he introduced in 
the 1933 edition of the Ziegfeld ‘Fol- 
lies,” and ‘There Must Be A Heaven 
For Clowns.’ 

Entire group is on for finale, which 
is singing of ‘God Bless America,’ 


in several songs 


with audience joining in for final 
chorus. 

Musical background is presented 
by Frank Doyle and Dwight Brown 
at the twin pianos, with Brown dou- 
bling on the organ. 


Second show caught opening day 
had a capacity audience Andy 


Veteran N.O. Mardi Gras 
Costumer Retires at 85 
New Orleans, Dec. 31. 

A little, gray-haired woman is 
leaving her shop, where for 60 years 
she has turned out costumes and 
grotesque masks needed by the old 
French Opera and by the Mardi Gras 
maskers. Madame Julia Alabau is 
retiring to a life of domestic quiet 
and comfort. She’s 85 years old— 
time she says to settle down and 
get a little joy out of life. 

‘When I think of all the devil's 
suits I've made, of the costumes for 
the old French Opera—well, I guess 
I'l] miss them,’ she said sadly. 

The shelves in her modest little 
shop in the old French Quarter are 
lined with gay-colored silks and 
satins. Some of them are jeweled; 
others spangled. They’re being sold 
to the highest bidder. 


for | 


Good, too, was song answer to | 


Alan Carney splits his appearance 


ors with Sid Page, and also impere 
sonations of notables in one spot, 
with impressions of drunks and soap 
box orators in another. 

Barr and Estes do some eccentrie 
dancing which is okay, but Barr 
spoils much of his time by the telle 
ing of some vintage gags. 

Sid Page is aided by Peggy Earle, 
having dropped the two Franken- 
stein girls he has carried with him 
on previous trips. Has some gags, 
rope tricks, then goes into a magie 
burlesque, but comedy attempts were 
missing the ribs at show caught. He 
has played the house often enough 
to merit a change in routine, but this 
isn’t the right change. 

Bill ran an over-long 79 minutes 
on Friday (27), with house thin at 
third show, Kiley. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Dec. 28 

Charlie Barnet’s Orch with Ford 
Leary, Bob Carrol, and Lena Horn; 
Three Arnolds, Don Rice, Moke and 
Poke; ‘Bowery Boy’ (Rep). 

Adams has show 
which rates in category, but 
customers accept it in holiday spirit, 
with plenty of palm-pounding for 
one and all. 

Setting pace is 


noisy Xmas 


SO-SO 


Charlie Barnet’s 
brass-heavy crew. Sound and fury 
characterize arrangements for most 
part, and Barnet does full share of 
horn-tooting. Leader makes okay 
appearance, but seemed uncertain of 
lines as m.c. when caught (28). 
Three vocalists all got encore ene 
couragement. Bob Carroll comes 
out first, and turns in good job ped- 
dling ‘Only Forever,’ ‘That's For Me’ 
and ‘Whispering Grass.’ Lena Horn 
shows up in mid-program with 
‘Down Argentina Way.’ ‘Good For 
Nuthin’ Joe,’ ‘Exactly Like You,’ and 
‘I Can’t Get Started With You.’ She’s 


exotic looker, enhances effect with 
flamboyant costume, and clicks pron- 
to. Ford Leary, of band, gets fea- 


tured billing, but begged off because 
of throat trouble after brief 
tune, 


one 


Three Arnolds, two guys and a 
gal, leisurely tumble and strongarm 
their way through routine of clicky 
stunts involving considerable should- 
er-stand work. One good bit has gal 
and one guy climbing all over big- 
gest partner, 

Comic Don Rice has bag of tricks 
of uneven merit. Stuff like imi- 
tating Willkie merely with some 
waves of his arms is fresh enough, 
but other material sometimes bor- 
ders on the corny. He works hard 
for laughs, though, and has pleasant 
personality. 

Moke and Poke, colored, got solid 
reception with their knockabout gag- 
ging and hoofing. Halfway through 
act one guy dons woman's dress, and 
pair stage some riotous monkey- 
shines. 


Bunch of hoofers and singers from 
local dancing school open show, and 


perform 


( like most amateurs. Re- 
ceptive audience didn’t seem to 
mind. 


House crowded at Saturday sup- 
iver show 


(28). Kent. 


a 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 1, 1941 








Variety Bills 





THIS WEEK (Dec. 27) 
NEXT WEEK (Jan. 3) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 








Loew 








NEW YORK CITY | WASHINGTON 
State (2) } Capitol (3) 

Marlyn & Michael | Rhythm Rockets 

Estelle Taylor T.ucy Monroe 

3 Stooges Sydell & Spotty 

Jack Little Ore Lew Parker 


Linda Moody Pritchard & Lord 





Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY | CHICAGO 


Paramount (1) State Lake (3) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore | Fats Waller Ore 


Ni holas 
Lorraine & 
Chris Cross 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
Paramount (7-9) 
Cab Calloway Ore 


RKO 


Grace Mebonald 
Wesson Bros 
WATERLOO 


Paramount (3-5) 
Cab Calloway Ore 


Rros 
Rognan 


| 
' 














BOSTON | Blanche Bradley Co 
Keith (3) |Rosemary Deering 
Geo White Scandals | Manuelo Del Rio Co 
(25-2) | Gene Sheldon 
George Raft Co | 


| Nonchalants 
Truzzi 
Shyrettos 

|! Arnaut Bros 


Ted Mack 
G & B Maison 
Ted Lester 


TDeVal Merle & Lee 105th St. (27) 
3 Swifts | Milt Britton Co 
Patricia Norman | Floyd Christy 


CINCINNATI Five Elgins 





Shubert (3) } Helen Pammer 
Streets of Paris | Tommy Rafferty 
(27) Carol King 
Cristianis Tito 
Gregory & Raym'd COLUMBUS 
Tommy Riggs Co | if 
Al Trahan Palace (27) 
Ciro Rimac Ore Int'l Casino Rev 
DAYTON | ROCHESWER 
Colonial (3) } Temple (27) 
Int'l Casino Rev Ozzie Nelson Ore 
(27) Harriet Hilliard 
6 Antalecks Don Cummings 


Ghezzis 


SYRACUSE 


R 


Randall 


is & 


Sis 


»ynol 


Lowe Hite & Stan Strand (31) 

Jerry Tester Clyde McCoy Orc 

Saul Grauman Co Joey Rardin 
CLEVELAND Robberts & White 


Palace (3) Vanderbilt Co 
Casa l.oma Ore (25-30) 
Watson Sis | Gautier Steeplech’e 
Jerry Lester | Pine & Foster 
Carole & Sherod 13 Peters Sis 

(27) Senator Murphy 





Clive Fay {4 Co-Eds 





Warner 








+> John Kirby Ore | Elaine Dowling 
Ray Herbeck Ore Roy Smeck 
3 Samuels & Hayes | Bobby Carbone Co 
Pat VParee 3 Bartons 
Senator Murphy | PROVIDENCE 
ta Boys Metropolitan (2-5) 
| Big Time Crip 16 Grays 
NEWARK | Johnny Downes | 
Adama (1) /} Sune Ryan Co | 
|} Blue Barron Ore Harry James Ore | 
| Condos Bros | WASHINGTON 
| Patricia Ellis Howard (3) | 


Rex Weber 


J Tunceford Ore 
PHILADELPHIA 


Miller Bros & Lois 


Carman (31-8) Swan & Lee 
Bogash & Bardine Vilma Middleton 
} Dancing Debs WORCESTER | 
Sibyl Bowan | Plymouth (30-1) 
Collins & Peterson 6 Grays | 


Fay’s (2) 
Evelyn Farney 


|} O'Connor Fam 


Gloria Martin Betty Allen 
te oa ‘oop 
Hotel Lexington Betty Jane Cooper 
Colstons 
Ray Kinney Gre Dora Maughan 
Honolulu Maids Flashe & Sunda 


Jackie Gleason 


Hotel Lincotn iieae Githem 


Tony Pastor Ore 
Lincolnairs Mon Paris 
Dick Wilson Ore 
. i 
Hotel McAipia yet yg ee 
Isham Jones Ore Jerry Blanchard 
Shirley Lloyd | Rutherford & Sabin 


Hotel New Yorker 
Woods 


Monte Carlo 


‘man Ore 
Herman € Ted Straeter Ore 


Muriel Lane Freshmen 

ice Ballet 

Berna ee Old Roumanian 
Adele Inge : 

Mary Lee Bennett - de - LM a Ure 
john Kinney | nie a 
Ronnie Roberts thet aialinied 

rn os oi od | Sadie Banks 
Boots Young | Jeanette Garrette 


Jenia Pobedinia 
Hotel Park Central | 


(Cocoanut Grove) Pago Pago Club 


Ruddy Clarke Ore Joe Ricarde!l Ore 
Jack Waldron Sylvie St Clair 
Barry, Prince & C Wes Adams & Lisa | 


Toni Wood 
Place Elegante 


Pastins & Fanchon 


} Nightingales 
‘Scat’ Powell 





Elenore Wood Ernest Franz Ore 
tobert! Roberts Bernice Manning 

Bill Farrell 
Hotel Pennsylvania | Joe Ravazo 


Vincent 


Glenn Miller Ore | 
Art 


Ray Eberle 


de Costa 
Tubertini 


Helen Miller 
|} Chuck Henry Ore 
Pirates Dea 

| Pegleg Happeney 

| Michee Yosama 
Happy Hemingway 
Shadrack Boys 

| Gaby La Fitte 

| Black Andy 

i Charles Stevens Or 
| Eddie Albany 


Seven Seas 
Lilla Kipikona 


Puanani Mathews 
|} Jane Avelar 
Johnie Bright Ore 


House 
Harry Ringland 


Somerset 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 
Adler 
Shelton Ore 
| Virginia Hays 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Art Kassel Cre 
| Marion «Holmes 
Collette & Barry 
Lew Hoffman 
Hadley Gis 
Blackhawk 
Raymond Scott Ore 


| CHICAGO 
| 


| Larry 
| Jerry 





3 Ryans 











' 

j Marty May 

i Reggie White 

118 Roxvettes 

} (One to fill) 
PITMAN 


Broadway (4 only) 


BOOKING 


5 Cardovas 
(Three to fill) 
(lst only) 


Co 
Jocelyn 


James Evans 
Kelvin & 


3 Ryans 





THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


1619 BROADWAY 


NEW YORK 


COL. 5-0930 








Rev | 


Rochelle 








| PORTCHESTER | 
} Capitol (31) | 


iClyde Hager Co { 
| Yorke & Ortez Harry James Ore 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Aemanido’s | Jane Deering 
Frank Mandella Or | Samba Sirens 
Pedrito Ore 
Marie Spaulding 











Cuban Casino 


Consuelo Moreno 


Baroque Don Casanova 
| Johns Payne | Dimas & Belen 
‘ y W sites | Effi Dorre 
Louley Jean | Diamond Horseshoe 
| Beachcomber Noble Sissle Ore 
{Val Olman Ore Blanche Ping 
Arm la | Gilda Gray | 
Cary) Gould Eddie Leonard | 
le vies ; Julian Eltinge 
lorence & Alvarez |* > 
wih id Harland Dixon 
Bill Bertolottis Prof Lamberti 
Don SslIvio Ore Wint Shaw 
Angelo Cre Horton Spurr | 
gy ea Dave Mallen 
7 te aati , Herman Hyde 
Joan envit : , = 
Loretta Lane Sally eras 1 
Lynn & Marianne El Chico 
Pat Williams | Don Alberto Ore 
Enrique Valencia | Martinez & Antonita 





Bill's Gay 90's | Lolita Gomez 
Charles Strickland Pepe Hurtado 
lulu Bates La Gitanilla 
Fred Bishop |} Maria Lopez 
Spike Harrison | Los Aztecas 
Harold Willard cl Morocco 
Flarry Donnelly |} Jack Towne Ore 
Bernie Grauer 


Gay White Way 














Cafe Continental Shep Fields O1 
: aes . _ ‘ S atsk Fausto Curbello Or 
NEW YORK CITY |, Humphrey Bogart ‘on — S “4 Joan Edwards 
Strand (3) Ghezzis ee Cae ee , Paine pipe 
9° Alex Makofka Harris & Shore 
Abe Lyman Ore (27) > 
; : Patricia Wing Bob Shea... 
Rose Blane | Minevitch Rascals Al Norman 
Batty Bruce Larry Clinton Ore Cafe D'Oree ane King 
poner meneare | Say mous & Picture Tommy Lyman | Geraldine & Joe 
aranty ¥ READING Al Lamb Gloria Blake 
BROOKEYN | Astor (31-4) freddy Van Aarden | Marion Miller 
Strand (25-1) Bob Fuller Co LO > ) J ge Negrete 
Geo White Scandals | Peter James JOun Costello Juanita Rios 
JOHNSTOWN Slim Timblin Cafe Pierre i} Mimi Ke in 
Majestic (9-11) i Fredysons ee a Co vw h 
Vincent Lopez Ore ' pele eas vre Ma Ra 
_ sOpez UTC WASHINGTON Carol Bruce . = 
PHILADELPHIA Earle (31-9) , : Ann Pennington 
Farle (3) Gae Foster Gls Cafe Society Gr’nwt'h Village Inn 
®exta Ne Ste \ en wee (Midtown) 
Pavsiat $i! i leerline King Teddy Wilson Ore | 4Mthony Trini Ore 
H lliar« warline King a k 4 1 Cook 
ie a K r g Eddie Baron 
Ha 1s Ginger Lane 
Gethen Gate 4 Linda sae h 
ndepen ent Ammons & Johnson | Gt@ce Patterson 
£ Wc ° 
Cafe Society Havana-Madrid 
(Village) Froilan Maya Ore 
: J to Sanabria Or 
: on . Henr Allen Ore 
NEW YORK CITY ,Nancy Healy = Sytem o Cortez 
. h . . ‘ieade AUX Lewis 
Music Hall (30) Cly:le Huger Co cnt "ie L &éeb.L a 
GI & L e Bea Wain + Ah BI Monta 
Willie a 
Andy Mayo Co Jan Savitt Or Pie on Manor & Mignon 
pace gap BALTIMORE Sister Tharpe Rosita Ortega 
Joseph |] 1 Mints (h.. ; . 
; 4 ' tute (5-8) Chateau Moderne Hickory House 
liytown y nA ‘ 
J Zz Cat Toe ala 
1 ( t . ae 4 . 
La A 
i { 4 Hotel Algonquin 
4 4 > eg a 
( t ' er 1 B 
] J i Club Cuba 
i ph Hippodrome (31-8) \ 
Roxy ) Rp j : I \ r 
. { 4 i ‘ 
a CAMDEN , 1 D 
} Towers (2-5) Club 18 De eg a 2 
= ; Cor i A Hotel Ambassador 
4 7 ELIZABETH p c ' 
é . Liberty (2-5) nha 
Apollo +) re ne W 
: “ e Ore M — s Hotel Astor 
iumes i & White ican thi Dick Kuhn ¢ 
Ja It . , n , . . 
| F rd aa sige ns it Hlarringten Hotel Biltmore 
oe 4 : 1} (One to fill) l’ra e | s . ser 
Henri We ’ ; Ki MHI RST : Gl . n Ww 7 Bradle rec 
Candi & Pepper Queensboro (4-5) tatia Gevnes Ra _Mck ley 
Happy, Pal & Pete | Semon & Sonia Co ‘ | Phyllis Miles 
renee oi 2 . ee . - . } 
; vee (31-1) |Pat Henry r Co Club Gaucho Hotel Bossert 
Joe rena Bob H ra Don Miguel Ore (Brooklyn) 
Marks Innes Zir sphtent Ore r tee t ® Coral % 
; po nu ( » & oras Eddie Lane Ore 
Della Carroll }(UOne to fll) Marita | 
Garner & Wilson FALL RIVER Tamara Doriva | Hotel Brevoort 
Mluriel As he ¢ o Empire (31-2) Fontana 'Fddie Mayehoff 
Riviera (51) 8 Jacksons | . : Morley & Gearheart 
Rex Owen | Helen Honan | Club Tropicana | Norbert Faconi 
Nan Healy Stone & Lee Bill Matons Jane Manners 
Toyo Co : Tommy Reynolds O ! Duke of Iron Los Cucarachas 
Pat Henning Co FREEPOR' udini Hope Emerson 
anette Hackett Co re 2 op . 
Jan iy Fre eport (31-4) vi i t rs Hotel Commodore 
(9) 2 Novelios Helen L: . : > 
2 Novellos | Johnny Morgan |} Suzanne Remos gts Kaye Ore 
Garron & Bennett }3 Harrison Sis iJune McLarnen | a Kadets 
Charlie Paley Ore | Jubilee Rhythms | Leila Ross | Tommy Ryan 
(One to fill) 1(One to fill) | Jimmy Brown 
Windsor (2) HARTEORD Club Waikiki ; Charlie Wilson 
§ Jucsling Jewels State (2-5) | Andy Iona Ore | Grayce & Grahar 
Adrian Rollini 3 Charlie Barnet Ore | Na-Pua Art Barker 3 
Henny Young Johnny Burke |'Tuitama | Hotel Edison 
‘y wes FF: e} y : | To! , 
Fi Ane ay + Step Bros | Copacabana | Mal Hallett Ore 
Ped ei 4 Elaine Barrie Co Madeline Gra 
BROOKLYN (20-1 vat B lwyt O 
Flatbush (2) , Stooges TT Jua ) Hotel Essex House 
7 i f bar Su in | t Joe R in ¢ ‘ 
' tAgde * net Retreat eee i 





|; Ciro 


Marian Hutton 
Rimac Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Chiquito Orc 
Paul Haakon 
Josephine Houston 
De Marcos 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 


Tino Donelli 
Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Louise Bryden 
Jean Walters 
Roberta Welch 
Baron Gyidenkron 
Lou Williams 


Rainbow Grill 








Barry Winton Ore 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza | Gloria Bone : 
d é - Marjor 
Emile Petti Ore ee J 
liildegarde ae . - 
Hotel Shelton Rainbow Tmoom 
Johnny Johnson Or | Eddie le Baron Or 
: . Morris King Ore 
Hotel St. George | Parnanden & Care's | 
(Brooklyn) Elvira Rios 
M hell Ayres Ore | Gali Gali 
Ilotel St. Moritz Eva Barcinska 
Eddie Varzos Ore Ruban Bleu 
January Manuela Del Rio 
¥ lens 


Caspar Reardon 
Paula Lawrence 
Vera Sanoff ; 
Herman Chittison 


Ifotel St. 
sunders Ore 


| 
me | 
pd 
| 
| 


Regis 


Hla 


Gus Martel - 

Dorothy Lewis Russian Kretchma 

Heasley Twins Nicolas Matthey Or 

Hazel Franklin Peter Nemiroff Ore 
Hotel Taft | Nastia Poliakova 


Marusia Sava 


“y ni MM« 
Frankie Masters Or | Adia Kuznetzoff 
Hotel Waldorf- Senia Karavaeft 
Astoria Michel Michon 
Empire Room a : Fp 
- rjsiak rafelov 
Eddy Duch!n Ore oe htt 
June Robbins Spivy’s Roof 
| 
Lew Sherwood | Haywood & Allen 
Yony Leonard Geo Lloyd 
Johnny Drake | Betty Bryant 
Lanny Ross | Sylvan Green 
Bob Neller | Frank Shumann 
Hurricane | Spivy 
Eddie Bush Ore Stork Club 
[ t Cordoba Orc | Sonny Kendis Oro 
tomo Vincent | Top Hat 
Joan Merrill | (Union City, N. J.) 
De ag und & P | Jul e Wintz Ore 
Septet cs | Heat Waves 
Statler Twins Aunt Jemima 
Maurice & Cordoba|* | *~ | : 
(‘arolyn Marsh forch Club 
ble y Youngman | Terry King Ore 
La Conga lenny Kent 
’ Jer Withee 
irmen Cavallaro O} a). 4., Hope 
» Morales Ore Ol = Fa 
lo Botelho Bee Kaliius 
la, Ramsie & M = 
Harris, Claire & §S Versailles 
La Martinique Nicholas D'Amico O 
[ P Pat to Ore 
Reisman Ore hap | i 
Curbello Or H a5 Rk 
irlos Ramirez ay Ho art 
. Bowman a . i 
| Village Barn 
Larue 
uu Holden ¢ 3 
Eddie Davis Ore : lh Below isi 
eph Smith Ore | mioria Vestofft 
Le Coq Rouge Noll & Nolan | 
+ Asn wat ties Sons Purple Stage 
nk Fonda Orc Whirling Top 
lla Hendricks Russel Rhodes 
I Mure Geo Morris Ore 
: ie I 1e Stanle 
Leon & Eddie’s | jou Holden Ore 
Martin Ore Howard & Lee 
e Davis ' Marcella Clair 
LOS ANGELES 
Biltmore Bowl Ta le A 
| ion Forty-One Club 
I » 
Grace 


Hayes Lodge 





I ter Ore I 8 
Casa Manana rat wv . 
Bobby Evans 
Searles & Lene i ia Seas 
. Rebecca H es 
Ben Pollack Ore Doot Willian s Or 
Ciap Bail House of Murphy 
Horwitz Jean Meunier 
ey Stewart Beth Revnolds 
Cocoanut Grove Mrankie Gallagher 
. fal | 42ordon Bishop 
er & Jeanne | Bob Murphy 
ilgary Bros 4 
Freddie Martin Ore It Cafe 
Earl Carroll | David Forrester Or 
§ y Durante La Conga 
itrank Libuse Medina & Memosa 
Margot Brander Pancho Carmenlita 
B ter shaver Paul Neighbors Ore 
Olive & George Martinque Rh’ba Bd 
6 Debonairs | 
and Wallac | Palladium 
reery yaiiace | 4 ‘ h > ition 
St Clair & Day | 4 rtie Shaw rc 
Frankie Conville | Paris Inn 
he segeigchcey Dale |Kenny Henryson 
Rhumba Ore | Dominic 
Slate Bros | Marg’rite & M’rtine: 
13 1! Brady ' Heory Monet 
Manny Strand Ore | peter Lourgas 
Florentine Garden Helen Golden 
NTG’ 6th Edition Davey Jamison 
in Oliver Dorothy Heller 
ne Davie ' Helen H n 


Dancing Co-Eds 

Don & Beverly 

Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 

Jay Cole Ore 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 

Mae King 

| 3 Niblics 

Bob Billings 








Broadmont Dolly Kay_ Nick Wharton's Or | 
Rill eriand Cordon & Sawyer Hayes Watson 
‘ big Gal — McDonald & Ross Darro & Davis 
fovea Be Billie Maychell Billy Kenny 
| Jean Andrew s Patsy Dell 6 Frolicettes 
Dot Carlson Gls | Linda Preston ‘ 
Herb Rudoiphs Ore | {inde Bie Hotel Stephan 
Chez Pare | Overs sre Girard 
lez buree |} Arne Barnett Ore (Crystal Room) 
| Lou Breese Ure ) Al Milton Ore | Slim Gaillard 
hoe a wan | Old Heidelberg | George Levin 
| Joe ¥ ewis i . 
Pts : rn ‘¢ > Pat Giles 
} Chandra-Kaly Dance herr Bharratt | . 
| Robison Twins ay , a tett | Jam Session 
| Evans Gls | Heidelberg Cctente@ | rickey House 
| Heidelberg Ens | Wreddy 1 nfeld 
| Club Alabam i Joliv ranzl Ore dag eed age : 
} ’ | on c | Billy Kretchmer 
Charlotte Van Dae | Franzel Ore | Joe Verrechia 
+ irion no ore Palmer House | Teddy Walters 
ilarriet Norris P 
re hedge Paes | (Empire Room) | Wopkins’Rathskeller 
Bernie Adier yr a —e e. | Danny Montgomery 
| Betty Hill | Lat akiy DA C@ |) Irving Braslow's Or 
| Inez Gambol } Fran - Ay AMOUr | Bleanor Landy 
| Effie Burton | Ate " “ ig Dorrie 
| Paullette La Pierre | ree Msi tt Sunny Rae 
| Dave Unell Ore | Abbott a ae Shannon & Mein 
Dorothy Dale he eores ds Jeannie Van 
| Eddie Roth Ore Sherman Hotel Singin’ Sam 
} Club Minuet (Celtic Cafe) Audrey Joyce 
Helene Carol | Gene Kerwin Ore Latimer Club 
tita Ray |} Jaros Sis 4 > 
Ann ush 
| Alvira Morton | (Panther Room) ~ ape Mac Bradley 
| Ethel Brown | Fats Waller Orc Jean Rush 
| Fillmore Sherman | Bob Zurke Julie Sher: 
|} Art Fischers Ore | Mardoni & Louise Evelyn Hoyt 
Del Estes | Malo Trio Lid Vent 
) ; - Lido Ventce 
} Colony Clu | Kay Perry 
r . lCarl Marx | Wrank Reynold 
Sacasas Ore | : 
Ril wee ‘ Iona Sirrade 
Monchita Ore | Stiver Cloud |} Dan Versee Ore 
Colosimos Andy Carr | Jerry Marcella 
Eddie White | Goldings 13 Peppers 
| Dagmar Collette Dovie | Little Rathskell 
5 : . . | Al 6 Athekeller 
Hazel Manjean Gis | Babette Gls eae 
Janice Da venport Elinor qT Bniste } ‘ athleen Ma y 
fack Prince | Hazel Zalus | Jerry & Turk 
ou te yr } I » Rod 
es Quarte Ure 606 Club i Llovd McKay 
Club Dellsa | RBillv Carr Sally Ke h : 
Billy Mitehell Margret Faber Gls Victor Hugo Ore 
b ose Morgan Roots Burns Minstrel Tavern 
B Eckstein Irene Kaye | 
De Alexander | Jerri Vance Sissie Loftus 
Chippie Hill |} Jackson & Nedra | Gypsy Monia 
¢ litterbugs } Bett Shayne | Dumont Minstrels 
R t 1 Willle | Carrie Finnell } Fd McGoldrick, Jr 
Isom Barbara McDonald fargie Marsh 
Pa lo Gls | Renee Andrie Marriott's R'm Or 
Red Saunders Ore Maxine De Shon Manoa Inn 
Congress Hotel Virg _ Jones Tack Hitchinson 
(Glass Hat Rm) M lie Wayne | Edythe Sallade 
Johnuy Banga Ore ‘as Von Dell 6 H' wood Debs 
(Peacock Rm) ree 4 } Vera Verne 
Joe Vera adg tr Nigga Helen Doyle 
1 Lake Orc | a lar ' 
Edgewater Beach Tripoli 3 Morris Mosle Ore 
Motel D ane Rox elle 
(Beach Walk) Thompson's 16 Club Frank Cul Ore 
Richard Himber Orc ! wyene Emerald Mayo's 
Dor Do 1 Gis Ma I.o e Jean O'Neil 
I b | 8 Svd Scha T-] Andy tussell 
Franke’s Casino Eddie D rs Nita Roberts 
Harriet Khrlick I » Dar Oro Buck Ca i! 
| n 
PHILADELPHIA a di 
Club Ball B i stone Montgomery's 
4 Ore Crescent Log Cabin I * r 
\ s (Gloucester Hghts, | - | . 
J.) Da I 
E I n | 
La } 
i ar ( " , | 
‘ \ i Ore Anchorage 
, Cusano’s Hugh } Ure 
Ben Franklin I , | Ma 1ard Deane 
Ju imo 
| Vlyde Lucas Ore Kay Trott Arlington Lodge 
| I as 1 Dot > Bollinger In , 1] . 
A lice G er | We 0 fn Ray Farrell Ore 
| Wa la Mae ries : Sannas p Sans Lang 
| rey Smith | Bachelors’ Club 
Benny, the Bum’s Harry Smith | 
Ork Ralph Sanner’s Ore! Al Turner Ore 
Morty andis Or 2 . ‘ 
peeps. ‘ Frances McCoy 
Marie rnell Cadillac Tavera i 
gieeey om ; | ? Balconades 
| Gladys it llen Sterling 
| Ro helle Gordon Buddy Lewis Joe Villella Ore 
:% . Sh ec ¢ : ; P ’ 
j ““ymne 8! . | Dias & Diane | Bill Green's 
j Carroll's br ted « <1 dey Layton Bailey Ore 
|p : } fac Hexte | lean . s 
Reds & Curley 13 Musical Riffs j D < +z te 
peverly White Harry Dobbs Ore | Ron Ha Amite 
Vir A € ( - . Bob amimitt 
Harlem Dictate . Di Pinto's |} Ken Boyer 
|} 2 Luck Bucks Eddie King Ore | Boogie-Woogle Club 
Jennie Dancer Dave Steiner > <} : 
00g hermar 
Jack Nabley | Lorraine Chevallier | iy uae — 
bel mn nese “ ly : hon Izzy Nutz 
ca etees vies Be gg ae ety . ,,| Buddy Walsh 
May Diggs | Marie, B Laura & F Nutsy Fagan 
_ = Hunter Embassy | Harry Comorada 
| opper Gis | Adele Norella | Packy M'Farland 
| Club 15 | Julie Ravell Tiny Miller 
| Pa ilene Paige Ore | Geo Clifford Bernie Crawford 
Rose Venuti Dave Kelly Club Petite 
font vthr ettes anes a | Freddy Castie Ore 
iar! I itidg ' i 8 .e iy p 
‘Amy Organ ‘Jo ye h (Continued 
. . an an 7 : 
J 


Topsy's Girlesque 
Russ Brown 
| Marvin Dale Ore 


| 
} 
} 
j 


' 





|} Jimmy O'Neil 





Elliott Carpenter 
Lorraine Elliot 
Lou Satiee Ore 


Swanve Inn 
Gladys Bentley 
Eddie Beal 
Pork Chop 


Topsy's 


Victor Huge 
Ben Bernie Orc 


Wilshire Bowl 
Don & Beverly 
Phil Harris 


Rocky Ellsworth 
Billie Webb 

Ann Anderson 
Dick Conrad 

Bob Tinsley Ore 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Lew Story Ore 
Marie Lawler 
Nord Richardson 
Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 
Al Trave Ore 
Holly Swansen 
Helen Sumner 

Al Veirra Ore 


L’Aiglon 

Emil DeSalvi Ore 
Dorothy Johnson 
Arsene Siegel 
Isobel de Marco 

Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) | 
Kings 
Ruth 


Jesters 
Milam 


Liberty Inn 
Karen Stephany 
Marion Crawford 
Jane La Vonne 
Danilee 


Sunny Lovett 
Earl Wiley Ore 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 


New Yorker 











Adele Norella 
Peggy ONeill 
Hetty Carlyle 
Sue Carlyle 
Elaine Miller 
Beverly Kirk 
Cliff Hall 
Carlos Reves Ore 
Curt Weiler Orc 
Evergreen Casino 
Beth Challis 
Helaine & Don’dson 
Val Vontaine 
Carmen Montoya 
Helen Brooks 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
1523 Locust 
Bubbles Shelby 
Peggy McCloud 
Mary Hoover 
Emily Saunders 
Flaine Block 
Lorraine Rhoda 
Mickey Dee 
Keller Sis 
Bea Sachs 
Kay Laney 
Kings of Swing Orc 
Henri’s 
Andre & Frances 
Jeanie Rice 
Tremor & Claire 
Dee Rogers 
Lesky Bros 
Jimmy Keogen 
Chas Verne's Oro 
Hotel Adelphia 
(Club Margnery) 
Don Renaldo Ore 
Di Gitanos 
Eadie Lang 
Paul Rich 
Estelle Sloane 
(H Walton Roof) 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Le Paul 
Patricia King 
Grace George 
Helen Heath 
Rochelle Gordon 
Bob Russell 
Nino Nani 
Vera Niva 
Louis Morrison 
Lee Lamont 
Mayris Chaney 
Edward Fox 
Nell Fontaine Ore 
Augusto Sanabia Or 
Hotel Philadelphia 
(Philadelphia Km) 
Jack Millard 
Maurice & Maryea 
Carlotta Dalee 


Dolly Vaughn 
Leon Casano 
Anna Montgon 
Fran Caswell! 
Penn Fay Ore 

Park Casino 
| Eddie Weber 


ery 





Vivian Vance % 
Clair & Arena 
| Marj Gainsworth } 
| Sally Lamarr : 
| lou Gress Ore ; 
| Old Covered Wagon 


Walter Jeffrey 
Micky Familant 


Palumbo’'s 
5 Crackerjacks 
Pets Traito 


Kippee Velez Gls 
Kay Hamilton 
Howard Reynolds O 
Jane & Anthony 
Park Casine 
Sonny Saunders 
Lou Gress’ Ore 
| Vivian Likely 
Clair & Arena 
Jimmy Keogan 
MarjorieGainsworth 
Red Hill Inn 
(Pennsauken, N. J.) 
laura Off : 
Dotty Payton 


ao. mem « 


ee Oe eer eee 


lou Boyle ; 
Smiles & Smiles ; 
Vivi Austin ' 
Harry Holly | 
Neff Bros & Fischer \ 
Florence Morton : 
Eddie King Ore 

Rernice Arnold 

Corn Bread & Chile 

Diane Collier 

Sid Raymond 

Dolores 

De Lamars 

Little Van Osborne 

Dutch & Dutchie 


69th St. 
Joyettes , 
Frank Macaura 
Frank Swanee 
The Rockwells 
Sandy MacPherson 
Bobby Lee Ore 
School House 
Tou Martin 
Lonnie Little 
McKeown’'s Dane 
Joe Armstrong 
Marie Latell 
Peggy Shields 
! Jimmie Venut! Ore 
Stiver Lake Inn 
Stirling & Rubia 
Don Covan 
Senorita Lani 
Lewis Boyland 
Frank Uesse!l Ore 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


St 


Rathskeller 








Boys 
Williams 
Rhythm 


3eale 
earl 
Men 


et me ned 


of 
Stamp's 
George Marchetti 
| Vincent & Lane 
O' Hara 
Mitchell 
Hazel Calloway 
Derral 
Shaw 
Variety Girls 
Stork Club 
Helen Wilson 
| Lillian Fitzgerald 
| Neff Bros & Fisher 
| 4 Novelettes 
| Jimmy Fitzgerald 
| 


° 


| 
| 
} 
| 
' 


Grace 


Marty Collins 
Henry Patrick Ore 


| Wagon Wheel Cafe 


| Ray Fitzgerald 

| Al Wilson 

| Lorraine Wiley 

Cortez & Lopes 

| yudith Johnson Co 

i Carrie Lee 

|; Al Bastian Ore 

Venice Grille 

Toan Gardiner 

Lolita 

Tohnny Hinds 

i Judy Garland 

|}Fay Wra 

eddie Thomas 

Nora Williams 

Bert Lemisch Ore 
Warwick Hotel 

Ray VI ton On 


Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 


Jules Flacco Ore 
Curran Bligh 
Tia Silton 

yd Golden 
Raths’r Fld rdjiane 
Rob W i 4 
Y tie 
lta I } & Reinga 
The Car I¢ 
Paul he ison 

Wilson's 
Rhythm Maniacs 
G it Rocheys 
a, rs 
| Ro Ja is 
|! Joe Hough 
rhe K ros 
Geo Baquet O 
Yacht Club 

| M * 
i . 5 


PITTSBURGH 


( e Moore 
(ys 
| 


Cork and Bottle 


Jack Davis 


| Eddie 
Bill Campbell Ore 
Caroline Moor 
Harrold 
| Marion Muller 
Eddie Peyton 

| El Chico 
|} Don Mario Ore 
Marianne 


lo D 


Peyton's 


| Mabel 


Poopie Cammy] ’ 


| Hotel Fort Pitt 


Jessica 
| Harry Walton 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
| Billy Treacher Ore 
{Sandy Davidson 
Parker 
Woods 
(Gay 90's) 


Flo 
Jean 


Dorot t 
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Canadian Loss Felt on B'way 





Contributing factor in Broadway's offish business at the 


start of the 


holiday period may be the indicated shutting off of Canadian vaca- 


tioners. 
war economies must be made. 


Dominion authorities issued an edict reminding civilians that 
They 


were told not to indulge in 


luxuries, particularly American-made materials. 

Between 100 and 200 trains from Canada have veen usual at Christ- 
mas and Easter time in the past, and it is said the schedules were con- 
siderably curtailed. Reported, too, that Canadians entering the states 
at holiday time were ordered to take but a limited amount of money 


with them. 








Daniel Frohman, ‘Grand Old Man’ 


| 


| Various Maine readers before 


! 


| ness, 


PLAY-READING SUBS 
FOR LEGIT IN MAINE 


Dec. 31. 
Reading of 


socia 

kind and another is 

becoming more and more of a 
without the 


Zroups of one 
busi- 


playwrights get- 


iting any of the reading fees. 


Of the Theatre, Dies in N.Y. at 89 





Broadway’s oldest showman, Dan- | creased his knowledge of the coun- 


fel] Frohman, died Thursday at the 
Leroy sanitarium, N. Y., Thursday 
(26), where he was moved from his 
sister’s apartment after slipping there 
and fracturing a hip early last 
month, His age was given as 89, but 
it is understood that the veteran 
head of the Actors Fund of America 
was two years older. 


The last of the Frohmans, save for 
a sister, was recently reported tak- 


. . } 
ing nourishment and resting com- | 


fortably, but it was generally known 
that he could not survive such an in- 
jury at his age and days before de- 
mise he dropped into a coma. He 
was almost totally blind and as vi- 
sion failed in recent years it was a 
miracle that he was able to cross 
Broadway unassisted without being 
struck by a car. 

Frohman wrote his own obit two 
years ago and it revealed his con- 
nection with newspapers. That train- 
ing was reflected in later years, but 
to the few who were in the know he 
was an excellent source of news, 
often regaling callers to his studio 
and living quarters atop the Lyceum 
theatre on West 45th street, which 
was cluttered with works of art and 
theatrical mementoes. During per- 
formances downstairs he would fre- 
quently remove a panel near the 
floor of the large principal room 
and look down upon the stage. 

Fine Sense of Humor 

Frohman’s sense of humor was an 
outstanding part of his character. His 
memory was prodigious and he could 
recite whole plays by Shakespeare 
Conversely, Frohman could and did 
tell the story of a Shakespearean 
work in four or five lines. He was 
often asked to address women’s clu 
and rarely refused, but stipulated a 
fee, anywhere from $100 to 
which was paid to the Actors 


$500 
Fund, 

Frohman’s activities as a produce1 
belong to another generation, 
principal interest in later life 
the Actors Fund, which helps indi- 
gent and ill professionals, contributes 
to hospitalized cases and buries the 
dead in the plot at Kensico, N. Y 
The Fund, under his direction for 
37 years, has been the most efficien 
of theatrical charities, conducting a 
home at Englewood, N. J., 
granting sums weekly to a long lst 
of applicants. It is especially 
deared to old professionals who fre- 
quent the Fund offices, referred to 
by them as the ‘Journey's End Club.’ 

When the Fund headquarters was 
not promptly notified of Frohman’s 
passing there was wagging of heads 
and the same applied to the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild. Announcement of 
his passing and the funeral arrange 
l nade Dy Per y Moore, 
Actor (Uulia 
Services were held Monday (30) at 
the Little Church Around the Cor 
ner, which is practically that Guild’ 
headquarters. Deceased had been ac- 
tive in that group for years and e» 
pressed the wish to be buried fror 
the Little Church. 

Member of All Religions 

Frohman was a 
Jewish, Catholic and  Episcopa 
Guilds. Services were conducted by 
Rev. Randolph Ray, rector of the 
Little Church, with Rabbi Benjamin 
A. Tintner, chaplain of the Jewish 
Guild also participating. A bas-relief 
of Frohman hangs in the church and, 
when it was dedicated three years 
ago, he said: ‘I am a member of al! 
religions. I believe in all religions 
that bring good to people’, Funeral 
arrangements were made by Henry 
Davison, a nephew. Burial was in 
Union Field, Long Island, orthodox 
Jewish cemetery, where an Episco- 
palian minister, Rev. Harry F. Le- 
moine, said the prayers. 

‘The grand old man of the theatre’, 
as he was alluded to, entered the 


being 


ments were 


, 
head of the Episcopal 


4) e 
tii 


member of 


show business as advance man for 
Callender’s 


Minstrels and that in- 


try, information that was valuable 
in the handling of road companies 
later on. Frohman’s first connection 
in New York was with the Madison 
Square theatre, where he was busi- 
ness manager and the late David 
Belasco was stage manager. He then 
leased the old Lyceum at Fourth 


; avenue and 23rd street, later razed 


to make way for the Metropolitan 


| Life Insurance building. For a time 


he operated Daly's on Broadway. 
Uptown Lyceum His Pet 


His most permanent interest was 
in the ‘new’ Lyceum, built in 1903, 
front of the house being the most 


| ornate of Broadway show shops. He 


;} success for 


With the decline of the theatre in 
Maine, except during the summer 
when the strawhats thrive, reading 


of plays in Portland, 
city, stepped up. 


state’s largest 
Now it is catching 
on in other cities. So much so, that 
several better known readers are 
building up circuits for themselves 


One woman, a former actress and | 


now the wife of a court official, has 
been reading plays with increasing 


some years. She is not 


j}alone, however, in booking various 


| seemi-monthly 


| being 


was one-third owner along with | 
William Harris, Sr., and Charles 
Frohman. The latter and Belasco 


leased the theatre and alternated in 
booking their shows in it. When he 
stopped producing, the Lyceum was 
Frohman’s princip# source of in- 
come and a succession of successes 
made him secure. Recently the 
house was held by a bank and when 
foreclosure loomed it was made 
clear that Frohman could have occu- 
pancy of the studio for the balance 
of his life. The apartment was 
reached by a tiny elevator. 
Charles More Spectacular 

Charles Frohman 
spectacular one of tl} 
headquartered at 


the more 
1e brothers, He 
the Empire with 


was 


the also hard to reach Haymans (Al 
and Alf), who, with Charles, were 
important factors in the Klaw & Er- 


langer theatrical 
‘syndicate’. 
the Lusitania, torpedoed 
first World 
matic remar} 


empire called the 
Charles 
during the 
‘War, and made the dra- 
on deck: ‘Death is life's 





greatest adventure’ 

Deceased was editorialized in three 
New York dailies, the Times, Herald- 
Tribune and Werld Telegram, plu 

any out-of-town papers. With his 
high collar and sparse chin whiske: 
he was tabbed among the orta 
if the theatre. One writer put it: ‘H¢ 

elon mong the great managers 
} old age ind, he ed anda 
pr He ‘ . a 1iembdb a | 
en tw Kept t pw ine pre 
f 
Many stage name appeared at the 


went down with | 


organizations for a series of four to 
Six plays to be read during the win- 
ter season, usually on a monthly or 
basis. 

In the same line are those giving 
book reviews, 
built this into a pin-money sideline, 


although profitable. Women’s clubs 
and church organizations are the 


usual bookers of this entertainment. 

Right now ‘Life With Father’ is a 
popular reading number; ‘Skylark’ is 
read frequently and others 
that are popular include ‘The Phil- 
ade!phia Story,’ ‘The Little Foxes’ 
and ‘There Shall Be No Night.’ 


Wreckers Take Over Old 
Nixon-Grand in Philiy 


Philadelphia, Dec. 31. 

The Nixon-Grand Theatre, built 52 
years ago as the Grand Opera House, 
is being torn down. Workmen be- 
Zan razing the building on Saturday 
(28) after it had been lying idle for 
more than three vears, 

Built in 1888, it was run for many 
years by the National Opera Co. 
Later it a vaude house, and 
recently |} ised for pictures 
and Negro vaudeville. It had a ca- 
pacity of 3,500. 

The site mav be 
per-grocery 








became 
been 


for a st 


{= 


0 J 
itllized 


market. 


Treasurers Officers 


At the 5lst a al meeting of the 
Treasurers’ Club, Allen J. Schneb- 
e. Lyceum, N. ¥ vas elected pres- 
ident for the fifth succe ve term. 
Sau Abral ! ager of ‘Retreat 
to Plez ( Be o. was re-elected 
vice-pre ent; Irv Engel, Win- 
te! rare Wa i treasurer fo! 
the ime: Le S ) L - 
acre, named financial ‘retary, and 
Thurber Wilkir Met opera house, 
ecardit ecretary, both the latte: 
{ re t ff 

Elected to the boa f ea 
Ex l Le ret pe ] Aare 
H iW 2 rT} H arn W 1lal 
Me tz and Jack Wal 1 


current hit plays by | 


Last Minute Rush for Tickets 


ae 


New Bway Show Arrivals Click; 
Holiday Week Biz Falters Till 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Liberty Jones’—Theatre 
Guild. 

‘Tanyard Street’—Jack Kirk- 
land. 

‘The Cream in the Well’— 


| Carly Wharton, Martin Gable. 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North’—Alfred 
de Liagre, Jr. 





LEGIT MGRS. BACK IDEA 


_ TO STOP BUS NUISANCE 





Several women have | 


Broadway managers have gone on 
record as favoring the plan of Mayor 
LaGuardia and Police Commissioner 
Valentine to force interstate buses 
out of the midtown district. The 
heavy vehices not only have inter- 
fered with traffic around curtain 
time, but some performances have 
been disturbed by racing motors and 
exhaust fumes have added to 
nuisance. Streets mostly 
the buses are inclusive from 4lst to 
, 45th, and the blocks from Broadway 
to Eighth avenue have the bulk of 
legit theatres. Conceded that the 


buses bring in patronage to Broad- | 


way picture houses, but hardly to 
legiters. 


City is now considering a plan for | 


concentrating buses in the midtown 
district. Proposal comes from Mc- 
Graw-Hill Publishing Co. quartered 
on 42nd street west of 8th avenue. 
Publishing outfit would build a large 
terminal nearby, with entrance and 
exit by tunnel. , 


Reg Denham’s B’way Play 
| Before Return to H’wood 


| Reginald Denham, who returned 
| from the Coast last week after 
ling the screenplay for Alexander 
Korda’s ‘I Have Been Here 
v Broadway play before 
going back to Hollywood to adapt 
his and Edward Percy's legit thriller, 
‘Ladies in Retirement,’ for Columbia 


ao- 


, , 
3efore, 


il] + , - 
Vlil Stage a 


He has offers to direct several show 
and expects to accept one within the 
next week 

On his Was east tne piayw ht 
director was ji the reck of the 
Streamliner, escaping injury when 
the observation car, in which he 

t gy up late reading, was derailed 

Bill Doll now ha ling ‘Charle 
Aunt publicity a an a ociate of 


Charles Washburn. 
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The hoped-for change in the quality 


of shows coming to Broadway oc- 
curred last week, when four out of 
five arrivals were classed as potene- 
tial successes, which is an unusually 
high percentage. Two straight plays 
and a pair of musicals received the 
nod, but whether they will land in 


the sock class is not clear, for, 
despite good notices, business was 
hardly what it should have been 


with one exception. 


Attendance during Christmas week 
was disappointing, being light until 


Friday. Then business approxi- 
mated the heavy holiday volume 
With a last-minute rush. Agen- 
cies had key men on duty Sunday 
to accommodate incoming visitors, 
but there were few sales. Monday 
(30), however, the brokers reported 
lively business. Three musicals 
played matinees then and all sold 
out, the shows being ‘Panama 


Hattie,’ 46th Street, ‘It Happens on 
Ice,’ Center, and ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase.’ 

Advance sale for New Year’s Eve 
was undef normal up to Monday. 
Agencies sold out allotments for the 


| upper floors, but there was little call 

















for the orchestra seats. Again it may 
be a matter of prices, as the musicals 
tilted the top to $7.70 and most of 
the straight leaders went to $5.50, 
Boxoffices kept tabs on the agencies 
and, finding the selling was light, 
harrassed the brokers by setting 
early deadlines for the return of tick- 
ets, or else. However, the Garrison 
finish plus lowering of the high tap 
by the b.o.s reversed the situation. 
Promising Premieres 

Of the new entries, ‘My Sister 
Eileen’ was accorded the strongest 
press. Reported selling out the sec- 
one night, much to the surprise of 
the management, also a goodly pere 
entage of ‘Old Ace 
quaintance’ was cordially received at 
the Morosco and first week’s takings 
were distinctly promising. The musi- 
cal ‘Pal Joey’ drew some fine re- 
views, but there was a difference of 


first-nighters. 


opinion which was reflected in the 
busine after the Wednesday (25) 
debut. Word is around, however, 


that ‘Joey’ can't mi 


‘Meet the People,’ at the Mans- 
field, the Coast revue Whit bowed 
on the ame evening as ‘Joey,’ 
Won a yood pre l mn CC ynd- 
tringers and reports on that revue 
are that it’ good show and aimed 
for a stay. Pre f ‘All In Fun,’ 
Majestic, was mostly on the down 
de an@ it folded Saturlay (29), 
‘Cue for Passion’ suddenly stopped 
at the Royale Saturd nd at least 
one the ecent ewcomer. will 
end it all this Saturd ‘Retreat to 
he ire’ opping at the Belasco, 
Mr. & Mr North’ coming in there 
ext ee} Premiere card for that 
period ill be ini ted by ‘First 
Stop to Heaven,’ opening Sunday 
(5) at the Windso Other next week 
debut ‘Eight o'Clock Tuesday,’ 
and possibly “The Hard Way, une 
‘ 


favorably regarded out of t 


1 De , 
{ ‘ Chr ( r 
4 ( vie s 
ert Vant embe f 
e ( a re er } a- 
é ( = 
re I a f W - 
on Christ D y 
{ter the Triangle thes; gave a 
erformance at the Nat ‘ eatr 
there He is in a Washi n hose 
pital suffering from a possible skull 
fracture and internal injuries 
VanCourt, a senior, is sports edi- 
tor of the Daily Princetonian. 
° ° 
Hillbilly Romeo 
‘A-Lovin’ an’ , cribed 


- ' 
a-Feudin,’ de 
om 


i 1 of ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’, with songs and music, will be 
| Feb. 4 for a two-week run 
at the Pasadena playhouse. Authois 
are Erik Barnouw, radio writer and 
Columbia University lecturer, and 
Ethel Park Richardson, author and 
authority on American folk music. 
Sarah Rollitts of Columba Artistg, 
set the production deal 
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Hectic ‘All in Fun’ Stops After 2 Days 
On Broadway and $130,000 in Red 


a + 


There have been flops on Broad-| — Cyrrent Road Shows 





way that cost more money and oth- 
ers which stopped more quickly, but 5 
none more luridly than the collapse 
of ‘All in Fun,’ the Leonard Sill- 
man revue that folded at the Ma- 
jestic, Saturday (29), after two days. 
From the time the show opened in 
New Haven and had to be financially 
rescued by two girls in the show in 


(Week Jan. 1-8) 

‘A Night of Love’ 
dra, Toronto (1-4) 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Boris Kar- 
loff}—Maryland, Baltimore (1-8). 


Royal Alexan- 


ditorium, Chicago 
Davenport (7). 


(1-5); Orpheum, 


‘ ! Is’ (Miriam Hop- 
Boston the outfit Battle of Ange 
ware . ea ti kins)—Wilbur, Boston (1-8). 
; . ion. selh 
=" a na enreuns' ‘Crazy With the Heat’ (Willie How- 
By the time the aggregation ard, Luella Gear)—Shubert, Boston 
reached New York, it was cracked | (1.g). 


along Broadway that the title had 
been changed to ‘All In.’ Cost of the 
show was estimated at $130,000, in- 
cluding road losses. Some of the 
girls in the company are known to 


*DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) 
—Erlanger, Chicago (1-8). 

‘First Stop to Heaven’ (Alison 
Skipworth ) — Erlanger, Philadelphia 


have put coin in the ‘Fun,’ others (1-4). 
reported to have advanced sums to ‘Hard Way’— Plymouth, Boston 
Sillman prior to and during re- (1-4). 
hearsals, in exchange for which he ‘Hellzapoppin’—Cass, Detroit (1-4); 
either promised or made contracts Paramount, Toledo (6); Hanna, 


that they have song assignments. 
Around the company it was claimed | ‘Here Today’ (Ruth Gordon) 
that it was an audience show, but | wyn, Chicago (1-8). 
that it could not overcome the ad- | 
verse notices. 

Among those who invested in ‘Fun’ 


Cleveland (7-8). 
Sel- 


way, N. Bergen, N. J. (1-5). 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- 
was Lynn Logan, who is wed tO a son)—American, St. Louis (1-4); 
wealthy husband. She is said tO | Davidson, Milwaukee (6-8). 
have put in $5,000 and when Sillman | ‘Lady in the Dark’ (Gertrude Law- 
sought more money there was an | rence)—Colonial, Boston (1-8). 
argument, actress stepping out of ‘Lady in Waiting’ (Gladys George) 
the show. Producer preferred |_Frlanger, Buffalo (1); Masonic au- 
charges against her with Equity, al-  gitorium, Rochester (2); Erie, Sche- 
leging insubordination and failure | nectady (3). 
to follow direction, but the charges | ‘Life With Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
were dropped when it was found Bjackstone, Chicago (1-8). 
that the actress had been let out ‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
though having a run of the play con- | __Repertory, Boston (1-8). 


tract. ‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Curran, San Francisco (1-4): New 
Auditorium, Oakland, Cal. (6); Pacific 
auditorium, Stockton, Cal. (7); High- 
school auditorium, Sacramento (8). 
Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent)— 


Phil Baker Bows Out 

Phil Baker was co-producer 
in New Haven he announced 
was no money to take the show to 
Boston. Miss Logan and Dorothy 
Dennis are credited with raising the | Cox, Cincinnati (1); English, Indian- 
required transportation. As soon as apolis (2-4); Hartman, Columbus 
the show reached the Hub, trouble (6-8), 
between Baker and Sillman started, ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
with the former bowing out. He had ton Webb)—Nixon, Pittsburgh (1-4); 
put in around $17,000, which included Royal Alexandra, Toronto (6-8). 
coin from Ben Bernie, Fred Allen, ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ — Playhouse, 


and 
there 


Jack Benny and Tyrone Power, each Wilmington, Del. (3-4); National 
eontributing around $2,000. Washington (6-8). 
‘Fun’ was the first major revue ‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine 


with a colored star, 
heading a white cast. Several times 
Equity was called on for cash to 
pay off the company. Around $12,000 
was on deposit there early this week 
when the players were paid two 
weeks’ salary. Stated that $30,000 
was handled by Equity at one time 
Or another in connection with ‘Fun’. 

When the show reached New York 
fresh money was needed and it was 
reported that $27,000 was 


Bill Robinson, | Hepburn) — Shrine, Oklahoma City 
(1): Majestic, Ft. Worth (2); Melba, 
Dallas (3-4); Baylor’ university, 
Waco, Texas (6): Paramount, Austin 
(7): Texas, San Antonio (8). 
‘Pins and Needles’ — Studebaker, 
Chicago (1-8). 
‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth 
Harris, Chicago (1-8). 
‘She Had to Say Yes’ (Dennis King) 
—Forrest, Philadelphia (1-8). 
‘Show-Off? (Joe E Brown )—El 


Chatterton)— 


provided 


by Edward J. Barber, of the Barber- Capitan, Los Angeles (1-4). 
West African Line, a shipping outfit.| ‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante) — Locust 
The money was secured from him at Fnlade:paie co+6); EDION, PIMSOUTER 
the suggestion of Mrs. Barber, who | ‘®-8). , a 
made Sillman a sort of protege and “ealley oes (ina . laire, Jonn 
was present in Boston during the sae seca en nigerian Peet 
hectic tryout there. Additional ‘There Shall ne me wigns (Alfred 
money is said to have been put into Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Grand, Chi- 
the show from the same_ source a (1-9). . = ae ; 
through an attorney during that Time of Your a (E idie Dow- 
period. . ling )-—Hanna, Cleveland (1-4); Cass, 
‘Hi-Ya’ Also Off ae Se 
Another musical, ‘Hi-Ya Gentle- Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 


Hartman, Columbus 
cinnati (5-8). 

‘Yokel Boy’ (Joe Penner)—Nation- 
al. Washington (1-4): Locust, PI 


Phila- 
delphia (6-8) 


men’, which also cost a young for- 8; CN, Soy 
tune and which was contemporary 
with ‘Fun’ in Boston, was brought 
back to New York after the tryout 
It is supposed to be 


rew 
icw 


ritten and 


may later be presented on Broad- 

way, probably without Max Bae 

Similarly the original managerial Name Concert Dates 
setup was upset ‘Gentlemen’ was | ca 

presented by Alex A. Aarons and (Week of Jan. 1-8) 

Robert Ritchie, but the former de- Marian Anderson—Recital, Carne- 


clared out before the show stopped. 
Ritchie, who financed the production, 
fs understood to be arranging for its 
return to the boards. 

Ads appeared in Tuesday’s (31) 
dailies as a ‘notice to tickets holders 
for ‘All in Fun.’ Insertions were to 
the point that persons with tickets 
for the New Year’s Eve performance 
of ‘Fun’ could exchange them for 
other shows. The ads were ap- 
parently inserted by the Shuberts, 
who operate the Majestic. 


gie hall, N. Y. (3). 

Jascha Heifetz—Soloist with Phil- 
harmonic-Symphony, Carnegie Hall 
N. ¥. @-9). 

Jose Iturbi—Soloist with St. Louis 
Symphony, Municipal auditorium, St. 
Louis (3-4). 

Marjorie Lawrence — 
Pierre hotel, N. Y. (8). 

Dorothy Maynor—Recital. Bushnell 
auditorium, Hartford, Conn. (5); Re- 
cital, Town Hall, N. Y. (8). 

Yehudi Menuhin—Recital, Pro Arts 
| clubhouse, Havana (2).e 


Recital, 





Albert Spalding Lecture-recital, 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y. (4), 
Engagements Joseph Szigeti—Soloist with Phila- 





Lewis Martin, Wylie Adams, ‘Mr, Philadelphia (3-4-6); same at Carne- 


and Mrs. North.’ gie Hall, N. Y. (7). . , 
Martin Wolfson, Alfred Ryder, Efrem Zimbalist—Recital, Carne- 
Robert Simon, Norma Green, Curt 3! fiail, N.Y. (6). 


Conway, ‘No For An Answer.’ ————=— 

Edward Jurist, James Bayes, Stan- Helen Brooks went into the cast of 
ley Ackerman, Robert K. Adams, ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ in Baltimore 
‘First Stop to Heaven,’ {this week 


aA 


Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo—Au- | 


delphia orchestra, Academy of Music, | 


‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Broad- | 


| with a quotation 











rohman’s Obit 


—— (Continued from page 273 





young Daniel a jcb as office boy in 
the business department of the N. Y. 
Tribune, where he sold papers ovet 
the counter and wrote wrappers. He 


was also an errand boy for the editor, 


Horace Greeley, who was the most 
illegible writer in the world; bul 
, Daniel learned to read his script and 
he used to copy his telegrams and 
short letters. There was only one 
other man on the N. Y. Tribune, the 
proof reader, who could read Mr. 


Greeley’s handwriting. 


Greeley’s Switch on ‘Hamlet’ 


Mr. Greeley also wrote occasional 
articles for outside papers. He once 
wrote an article in which he quoted 
from ‘Hamlet’: ‘'Tis true, ‘tis pity 
and pity ‘tis ‘tis true’—which came 
out in print as follows: *’Tis two, ‘tis 
fifty, tis fifty-two, ‘tis two.’ 

He also wrote an article for an- 
other paper and headed the article 
from ‘*Falstaftf’: 
‘Three men in buckram,’ which had 
reference to three famous politicians; 
but it came out in print ‘Three men 
in a back room.’ So Daniel was also 
employed to copy his frequent manu- 
scripts, for which he received $2.50 a 
week extra. He felt very proud to 
have a total income from his services 
of $6.50 a week. 

Published a N. Y. Daily 

Five years later, John Russell 
Young, who had been the managing 
editor of the N. Y. Tribune, starteda 
daily paper called The New York 
Standard. He employed Daniel as 
cashier and afterwards as publisher 
of that paper. The paper lived two 
years and a half. Then Daniel got a 
job as advance agent of Callender’s 
famous Georgia Minstrels. a fine 
company of that time. When his 
time was up, he wanted to leave the 
company and go back to the business 
department of the newspaper again 


3ut the manager of the company, 
finding that Daniel could spell the 
English language correctly, as it was 


the first time he had had an advance 
agent who could spell, increased his 
salary to induce him to stay the rest 
of the season. Daniel stayed 
Afterwards the company was pur- 
chased by J. H. Haverly, 


then the 


most prominent theatrical manazet 
in America. He had numerous the- 
atres and many companies. After- 
wards he became manager of the 
Madison Square theatre, where 
‘Hazel Kirke’ was produced and ran 
467 days, the longest run of any play 
known. Then he became the man- 


ager of Haverly’s Fifth Ave. theatre, 
where the famous stars of America 
played their New York engagements. 
While here he established the famous 
Lyceum Theatre Stock Co. on Fourth 
avenue and 23d street. Here he pro- 
duced many successful plays and de- 
veloped the late E. H 


Sothern into 


a star Sothern had one company 
and the other companies alternated 
their engagements at the Lyceum 
theatre before going on the road 
Then the theatre was torn down 


make 


way for the Metronolitan Life 
Insurance Company, and Augustin 
Daly, a great theatrical man 


ager, 
having died, Daniel t wk Over Daly's 
Broadway theatre. He presented a 
stock company and other con 


IDANIes 
here for two 


luring which 
time he built the Lyceum the- 
atre, at W. 45th street, near Broad- 
’, Where he remained as producer 
until his death 


years 


new 


During the latter 
months of his life, howeve 

ed the theatre to another company. 
keeping his office studio in the upper 
part of the building 


i he rent- 





Frohman Dies 


—_tUumu_  Ontinued from page 4! 








Sienteh eeeieemnniernenedlll 
old Lyceum unde; Fi hn an includ- 
ing Maude Adams, Richa Man 
field, James K. Hackett Herbert 
Kelcey, Henrietta Crossman. Henry 
Miller, Mary Mannering, Isabe! Irv- 
ing and Mary Anderson, who 


was 
regarded as the most beautiful wom- 
an on the stage. Authors whose plays 
were presented included Belasco, 
Henry Arthur Jones, Pinero and Sar- 
dou. He wed Margaret Illington, then 
a Star, in 1903, but although i* 
considered so, theirs was not an 
marriage. She retired for 


Was 
ideal 


a time and 


they were divorced after six years 
Miss {Iljngton then married Major 
Edward Bowes. She died in 1924. 


Memorial Broadcast 
A memorial broadcast was radioed 
Sunday (29) over WOR, those 


par- 


| ticipating including George M. Co- 


han, Faanie Hurst, who was closest 
to him in recent years. Walter Hamp- 
den, Fred Waring, Monty Woolley 
and Walter Vincent. v.p. of the Ac- 
‘tors Fund who has Deen the active 





Daniel Frohman Anecdota 


Daniel Frohman’s one-third interest in the Lyceum, N. Y., was his prin- 
cipal source of income after he ceased active producing, but in recent 
years the theatre earned scant profits and ownership passed to the bank 
holding the first mortgage. When foreclosure pended, publicity was given 
the fact that Frohman would lose his abode atop the Lyceum, the bank 
then reassuring him tenancy for life. He discontinued its use as living 
quarters about a year ago because of dimming vision and moved to the 
Hotel Dorset, where his sister resides. Yet he visited the Lyceum apart- 
ment at least twice weekly and was there three days prior to the accident 
that preceded the illness resulting in his death 

The Lyceum was built by Charles Frohman, William Harris, Sr., and 
Daniel Frohman. Total value of the property at the time it opened was 
$640,000. Building cost $229,000, the balance being the price of the land. 
Last spring it was acquired by Sam H. Harris and a group including 
George S. Kaufman, Moss Hart and Marcus Heiman. The purchase price 
was $240,000, considered a really good buy. New ownership further as- 
sured Frohman the use of the upstairs retreat, reached by a tiny elevator 
that sometimes didn’t work. 

Lyceum was under the co-rental of David Belasco and Charles Frohman 
when those managers were at the height of their careers and the house 
tenanted a succession of long run successes, including ‘The Gold Diggers,’ 
‘Ladies of the Evening’ and ‘The Lion and the Mouse’. Latter was pro- 
duced by Henry B. Harris and was that manager’s outstanding success. 








Fantastic Sethern and Marlowe 

Some fantastic figures were connected with the appearances of E. H. 
Sothern and Julia Marlowe, the Lunts of their day. Sothern was developed 
to stardom by Dan Frohman and was under his control. Miss Marlowe 
was under contract to Charles B. Dillingham. Charles Frohman proposed 
and did present them as co-stars, after making royalty arrangements with 
his brother and Dillingham. Latter was paid $375 weekly for Miss Mar- 
lowe’s contract and Dan Frohman got $250 to release Sothern. 

Sothern and Marlowe specialized in Shakespeare. Under Charles 
Frohman they received $2,500 each weekly, very important money in those 
days, so that the showman was on the nut for $5,625 without counting 
salaries to the supporting cast, production and traveling expense. First 
year the tour netted $1,000 and the second year the duo's appearances 
ended $55,000 in the red on the manager's side. That finished Charles Froh- 
man’s interest in them. The Shuberts thereupon took over the glamorous 
pair and cleaned up. 


Frohman’s Retort to Insult 

Several years ago an incident occurred at the then snooty Lido Club 
at Long Beach, N. Y. Frohman was invited there by a woman member, who 
became highly Mdignant when the management advised her that guests 
of his racial background were not allowed and would she please not bring 
him again. Frohman was not particularly disturbed, but he remarked: 
‘Even Christ could not get in here. He was a Jew.” The Lido is now under 
Jewish management. Frohman’s personal liberalism, of course, is attested 
by his memberships in the Catholic, Episcopalian and Jewish Theatrical 
Guilds, and the funeral services in the Little Church Around the Corner 
(Church of Transfiguration), with Dr. Randolph Ray officiating, although 
interment was in Union Field, an orthodox Jewish cemetery. 

Frohman’s Exercising 
Frohman, 


“4 
Sports. 


sparsely built, never neglected exercise, but hardly indulged in 
He frequently went on weekend bicycle tours. His agility was 
indicated by the fact that up to 10 years or so ago he danced for hours, his 
partners invariably being prominent women of the stage. In recent years 
he took long motorcar trips, often accompanied by a nephew, Henry 
Davidson, 


Gustav’s Bicycle Jumps 
Cycling ran in the family. There was a third brother, Gustav, who was 
made company manager of Charles Frohman attractions to keep him from 
barging out on his own, Not infrequently Gus would instruct the property 
man to count up on Saturday night and then pedal to the next stand. 


The Motto Struck 


Walls of the Lyceum have little scroll-like decorations and for a long 


time they held the names of noted authors and poets. Over the prosce- 
nium was a Latin inscription which Frohman would not permit to be 
painted out. It read, ‘Operartus Noscimur,’ 


which means: 
‘By our works we 


are known.’ 


First to Present Wilde Plays in U. S. 











He was the first manager to introduce the plays of Osear Wilde over 
here, presenting ‘An Ideal Husband’ and ‘A Woman of No Importance’. 
head of the organization of late ee — 

} 
ilong with Sam Scribner. Gladys i 
Swarthout planed in from New Or- 


leans to sing the Lord’s Prayer at 
the Little Church, and Channing 
Dry 


Pollock delivered the eulogy at the 
services. Gene Buck spoke for the 
Catholic Actors Fund, while Walter 
Vincent spoke for the Actors Fund 








Figured in Early Film Production 
In the early day of silent pictures 
with Famous 
ociate of 
pictures 

Sarah 


Frohman was a figure 
Playe He wa an as 
Adolph Zukor when such 
as ‘Queen Elizabeth’, with 





Bernhardt, ‘The Good Little Devil’, | 
h Mary Pickford, and ‘The Pris- | 
ynner of Zenda’, with James K. 
Hackett, were produced. By the time 
pictures developed sound, he was Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON | 
virtually in retirement theatrically. 
He wrote two books: ‘Memories of a | 
Manager’ and ‘Daniel Frohman Pre- 





sents’. 





Latter work, published in 
1935, is sprinkled with his witticisms. | 

Announced list of pallbearers, rep- 
resentative of persons from the stage 
and public life, was: 

Lee Shubert, Gilbert Milier, Mar- | 
cus Heiman; the following executive 
officers of the Actors Fund, Walter 
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Vincent, Sam Scribner, Robert 
Campbell and Charles Dow Clark; 
George Cohan, Arthur Hopkins, 
Monty Woolley, Dr. Nicholas Mur- | America’s Distinctive Entertainer 
ray Butler, William Gaxton, Victor 


ON TOUR 


Moore, Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia, 


Stanley Howe, Harry Sommers, IN 
Burns Mantle, George C. Tyler, “HELLZ-APPOPIN, JR.” 
Frank Gillmore, William A. Brady, | 2 


Gene Buck, Bill Robinson, Otis Skin- 
ner, former Mayor James J. Walker, 
Brooks Atkinson and Fred Stone, 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New ‘York 
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Chi Legit Big: Lunts SRO $12,000 


In 4 Shows, Father’ Fine $15,000 


—— 


HEPBURN BIG $12,500 
_-IN3 K. C. SHOWINGS 


mens City, Dec. 31. 
considerable layoff, the 





After 





Chicago, Dec. 31. 
New high in theatres in several | 
years is in evidence around town cur- 
rently, with six theatres lighted. 
That is about all that can be accom- 
modated properly in these days. 


omeeend. 


‘Arsenic,’ $4,900, ‘Yokel, 





Baltimore, Dec. 31 


| 
| 


New Year's Eve (tonight) is a/| First legit fare here in six weeks 
smash money session for every |had both local houses open las 
house. All of them are sold out for | week, with ‘Yokel Boy,’ in for three | 


both performances and some shows | days at Ford's, and ‘Arsenic and Old 
completing three days of a 
stay at the indie booked 

Cut version of the late 
with Joe Penner | 


the leads, at- 
tracted a fairish press and built 


Might have gotten more 


are having their tickets scalped for | Lace’ 
as high as $25 a pair. This is espe- | nine-day 

cially true of the musical, ‘DuBarry | Maryland. 
Was a Lady.’ This one came in to | Broadway musical, 
suprisingly poor word-of-mouth, but )and Cass 
its New York reputation gave it | modestly. 

enough impetus to send it away to | money with top reduced to $2. 


Daley in 


powerful trade. Bert Lahr is rated | ‘Arsenic,’ pre-Broadway produc- 
as carrying the show on_ his| tion effort of Howard Lindsay anc 
shoulders. Russel Crouse, drew a complete 


When ‘There Shall Be No Night’ | fund of praise from the local 
finishes in the Grand on Jan. 18, the 
house will be taken over the foillow- 
ing day by Dennis King in a new 
musical tagged ‘She Had to Say Yes.’ 


ditional New Year’s week at hand 
Some draft also being attributed t 
|presence of Boris Karloff in 


$6-200, Fair in Balto 


crix | 
and promises to build biz with ad- | 


the 


Music Hall went after legit trade 
again last weekend with a 
and Saturday (28) date of ‘The Phila- 
delphia Story.’ Katherine Hepburn 
starrer played two evening perform- 
ances and a Saturday matinee for a 
total gross estimated at $12,500, 
best thus far and possibly the best 
the season will see. 
sellout three days in advance and 
evening performances were virtual 
t | capacities. 

Ruth Chatterton in ‘Pygmalion’ is | 
next on the books with a Jan, 28 
opening. 


‘WEST’, $8,000, 
N.G. IN BOSTON 


Boston, Dec. 31. 
Plenty of shows and a good as- 
sortment in town this week with the 
dual preems last night (30) of ‘Lady 
in the Dark,’ with Gertrude Law- 





i 





) 


‘Pygmalion, the wanderer, is now in | Play. . Se ae ese 
its third spot, the Harris, where it Estimates for Last Week ice ieektee oe wor 
opened on Christmas Day after a | ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Maryland Hub had three new shows last 
three-day layoff. Ruth Gordon is | (1,550; $2.22). New play by Joseph | week. ‘Crazy With the Heat,’ ‘Flight 
holding ‘Here Today’ together in the | Kesserling, presented by Howard to the West’ and ‘The Hard Way.’ 
Selwyn following the finish of the | Lindsay and Russel Crouse, with None did big business. ‘The Hard 
American Theatre Society subscrip- | Boris Karloff featured; drew good Way’ appezrs to be hopeless. 

tion money, but there is a possibility | critical reaction, gradually building Estimates for Last Week 

that the show will call it quits on |to $4,900 for three days. Will re ‘Life with Father,’ Repertory (13th 


Saturday (4) or Jan. 11. eve another week. 
Estimates for Last Week Yokel Boy,’ Ford's 


Trimmed down fox trouping, 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Erlanger | > x 
(st week) (1,300: $3.30). Had a Joe Penner and Cass Daley in leads, 


sical e : spons 

bright first week and went to $20,000 ae Srew tomy gy 
With some $11,000 assured for New | solid in lower-priced sents 
Year’s Eve, this one will ride into | le gai pay 
the heavy coin this week. | 

‘Here Tetay.’ Selwyn (3rd week) DINNER’ FINE 18, 000 
(1,000; $275). Perked with Christmas | 
Day and finished to $8,000, 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone (43rd 


(1,900; $2.78). 
with 


in three days. 


IN IST PITT WEEK 


wk.) (965: $2.75)—Now that this 
road company has passed the 100- 
performance mark it may be re- 
garded as a local institution. De- 
t spite Christmas slump got close to 
big $15.000. 

‘Crazy With the Heat,’ Shubert (5 
performances) (1,590; $3.30)—Revue 
opened in bad shape, but it’s being 
fixed and trade is perking up. Re- 
ceived a pale press welcome. First 
five shows garnered $10,500. 

‘Flight to the West,’ Wilbur (one 


aad “gad ood week) (1.227: $2.75)—Opinion di- 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Despite teed vided on this new Elmer Rice anti- 
Xmas days, came through with fine | Nazi play. but practically all agree 
$15,000. Pitts burgh, Dec. 31 that it's much better than Rice's 

“Pins and Needles,’ Studebaker| ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ started ‘American Landscape’ and below 
(2d week) (1,300; $1). Did an ex-| slowly at Nixon last week, which _ tad _ ~ oa mieate — 

] sales jol » >» pre- Sha e No Night. N ie 
oxen , on Pr the pre-| was to have been expected for the about $8.000 

ay ¢ OOK J " . ame oes sine . an . rs UL PO.Us 

—— ayes ‘ = ; two days preceding Xmas, but fin- ‘The Hard Way,’ Plymouth (4 per- 

Pygmalion, Harris (Sth 1OOp | ished like a house afire and went on formances) (1.480: $2.75) \— Received 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Moved here | to fine estimated $18,000 at $2.75 top. harsh treatment from local critics 
from the Erlanger and opened on | Regular midweek matinee was who found little in Allen Boretz’ 
Christmas Day after three-day dark- | switched from Wednesday (Xmas farce to recommend it. Tallied only 
ening. On short week came up with | Day) to Thursday, which helped. about $1,500. 
$6,000. | Show’s in for two weeks and ad- Se 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Grand | vance sale indicates current stanza . 
(1st week) (1,200; $3.30). Opened on | will be even better than first, par- ‘Time of Life’ Fine 
Dec. 26 as the fourth show of the | ticularly with a higher top, $3.30 for 


. m pig Ags * eae ete ; ations 
American Theatre Society-Theatre |New Year's Eve and that perform 


Guild season. Got capacity for the | ance practically sold out already 
four shows at $12,000. Nixon, which has had rough sled- 


| $12,000 in St. Louis 


——S$S$ ding all season is finally getting a} osm 

break with bookings and looks set St. Louis. Dec. 31 
BROWN’S : 0 FF’ | for some time now. Dente comes ‘Time Of Your Life,’ with Eddie 
SH W 0 in Monday (6), followed by Dennis Dowling and Julie Haydon in the 
) King in ‘She Had to Say Yes’; prob- top roles, finished a one week stand 
GETS $7 500 IN H WOOD ably ‘Male Animal’ Jan. 20. and then at the American Saturday (28), at 
’ ‘Tobacco Road’ Feb. 3 for a fort- $2.80 top. to estimated fine $12,000. 
| night. No performance was given Xmas 
Hollywood. Dec. 31 | -—— eve and the Wednesday matinee was 
Henry Duffy brought Joe E. Brown] , si ‘ r ‘ eee S — rg Thursday. Crix con- 

to Hollywood in a revival of ‘The Animal 6G in Toronto od pal % . initia ta Bike 
Show Off’ in Flora Robson in ‘Ladies In Retire- 


an attempt to cash in on | 


Toronto, Dec. 2% 


Friday 


the | 


Matinee was a/| 


| 


| Lyceum (10th week) 


Bway Bounces Un; ‘Corn, $21,800, 
New High, ‘Hats’ Big $24,000, ‘Joey, 
8G, ‘Eileen’, ‘People’ In, ‘Ice’ 406 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 


, operation the reason long stayer can 
Rj keep going to slim takings; $4,000, 
but sure to get more this week. 


REVIVALS 


| 
| 
| 
| 


‘All in Fun,’ Majestic. Opened last ‘Twelfth Night,’ St. James (5th 
Friday (27); mostly adverse notices; | week) (D-1,526; $3.30). Great busi- 
business Saturday anything but en-|ness for Shakespearean play; drawe 


ing 


|}couraging and revue abruptly stop- big percentage of students on 
ped; two days. holiday vacation; up again; over 
9 
‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- | $22,000. 


hurst (13th week) (R-1,160; $4.40). | 
Picked up as expected, with takings 
|approximating $21,000; fairly profit- 
‘able for musical. 


‘Cabin in the Sky,’ 


‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (11th week) 
(C-1,064; $3.30). Came right back last 
week, when the gross was close to 
| $13,400; more than $5,000 over previ- 


Martin Beck | ©US week; will stay into spring. 


(10th week) (M-1,214:; $3.30). Some- | ADDED 

what better too; colored cast mu-!| «pganet Russe,’ 5ist St. (Warner's 

sical should go to new high this Hollywood). Resumed last Thursday 

week, having started with capacity | and final two weeks announced; un- 

business; $17,000 usual for dance show; averaged over 
‘Cue for Passion,’ Royale. Was $30,000 most of engagement. 


abruptly taken off last Saturday after 
playing week and one half. 
‘Flight to the West,’ Guild (D-956: 


‘No for An Answer,’ Mecca Temple. 
Billed as opera by Marc Blitstein; 
will show Sunday (5) and two subse- 





$3.30). Presented by the Play- | quent Sundays carded. 
wrights; written by Elmer Rice; Ruth and Paul Draper, Booth. Solo 
originally known as “Trans-Atlantic’; | characterizations and ditto dances; 
fair reports from out of town; specialists in for holidays; due oft 
opened Monday (30); hailed by Sunday (5); house gets ‘The Cream 
press. |in the Well’ Jan. 13. 

‘George Washington Slept Here,’ | _ 


(C-1,004; $3.30). 


be yt "moderately | PHILLY NOW HAS THREE 


| well; picked up last week; $11,000. 


SHOWS; DANTE, $6,800 


‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter a 
(119th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). 
probably again get share of holiday | 


trade; dark first half last week but Philadelphia, Dec. 31. 
gave extra matinees; rated over $20,-| Believe it or not, but Philly has 
000. ithree legit shows running simul- 
‘Hold on to Your Hats,’ Shubert | taneously. Third of trio joins ranks 
(16th week) (M-1,405: $4.40). Came tonight (Tuesday) when Erlanger, 
back to greater degree than some indie, relights for first time since 
other musicals which were off in| Thanksgiving week with ‘First Stop 
pre-holiday going; claimed around | to Heaven,’ tryout. It’s in for five 
$24,000. days only at a ~ top. Forrest ith 
‘ . a a eee lighted last night (] onday ) wi 
week ere 2 Le —_— pied ‘She Had to Say Yes,’ Dennis King 


musical and also a tryout, in for two 


to date, pop scale doubtless counting: | csenasiinee 


takings were $40,000, which topped Dante, the magician, is playing his 
col a TB aga will be much ! second and final week at the Lo- 
; 4 cust, where he pulled estimated sat- 
‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (15th isfactory $6,800 last week. 
week) (D-1,016; $3.30). Can stay ——————__-—-_— 
through winter; dependent on busi- | 


ness from now on; modest grosses to | 6 B: D 
date, however; estimated over $5,000. Hellz’ Advance ig in ef.; 
ona Who Came to Stay,’ Elliot t 

(CD-931; $3.30). Presented by $16 000 1 Fi 5 Sho 
Guthrie McClintic: adapted from R. ’ in Irs ws 


E. Spencer’s book by Kenneth White: 


opens Thursday (2). Detroit, Dec. 31. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (S9th Evidence of what ‘Hellzapoppin 
week ) (C-1,005; $3.30). Stays up in| was going to do here for the holidays 
the big money; last week’s takings 


came on the first day sales opened 
of $18,700 virtually as good as year | on it roel 


weeks in advance of the 


&£0. opening on Christmas Day. Advance 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial | orders in the mail totaled $7.000, 
(3lst week) (M-1.450; $4.40) Re- | with $9,000 more going out through 


turned to form; with gross of $31,000 the box-office wickets for 
the takings not much under capacity; | $16,000 for one day. 
execptional coin fer run musical. thing back to the 


a total of 
It topped every- 
hey-day of Al Jol- 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Mu- son's New Year’s appearances here 
sic Box (63d week) (C-1.013: $3.30). in the bygone. ; 
Moved up smartly; holdover laugh For the first week, five perform- 
how credited with $14,000 because | 42° one a matinee, the show 


of excellent Friday and_| Pl yed to capacity for an estimated 


attendance 
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; - , ment’ opened one-week engagement $§ Saturday $16.000 at $3.30 top. The company 
the holiday trade. Actor played the In for latter half of last week at last night (Monday) with the house ‘ , : kedded two shows for New Year's 
comedy in the east and immediately ‘ aga) ; + a2 “tages 8 OF a Meet the People,’ Mansfield (1st a= os tarting ¢ 3( m— 
fol i { 1 , \ ;.' Royal Alexandra. Male Animal’ scaled to $2.8( Price was tilted to week) (R-1.000 $3.30) ( 1 wat SORE HOCENE SS oa Be 
y < i< > €c © -} i< - - , . . - . « - } 7 , 
oilowing the local date again heads chalked up fair estimated $6,200 $3.36 for New Year's Eve and the! q@-_4, a a Jpened | with $4.40 the price for the holiday, 
east under Duffy’s auspices. Mainly all upstairs biz for the house was sold out several weeks in | s)04 ©, a and word went around Following the 1l-day run here of 
vt oly . *hrictmac a¥iclilii’ « vall ae . . ~ , . na oa vue « tr) anteriain. a hin. " 
First week, with the Christmas |) 4¢) seater, holiday season hurting. advance for this particular night. sn i ge revue is good entertain-' the revue, ‘Time of Your Life’ comes 
holiday included, brought satisfactory | ~ ‘ , a: . ; ment; wont get big coin in small!, } : ‘ : 
ay In i, 4 : r. : ; : . ‘ o the Cass on Jan. 6. 
estimated $7,500, with outlook for nouse al scaie, but production and 
New Year's week considerably Salary nut Is Jow and it should de 
brighter. | * ] e ‘My wre Eileen,’ Biltmore (lst | ¢ 02 ’ n 
- Si jweek) (CD-99] $3.30) Drev fine 
7 anal | , ge yp Mee ; 
| nside { uv il pre and capacity claimed second 1 
oni? >] night after Thursday (26) debut A | d | Dal 
ig t of Love Very may be best bet of holiday card nnuai Nn p Ss. a e 
- ‘Old Acquaintance,’ Morosco (1st 
e¢ ( L . 9 } 
, ene week) (C-939: $3 3 0 wo 
Poor $4,509 In Montreal As much as 100 he ov er a fixed level applies to the engage- 7 Soanaatnt, wie ‘ a y ; Indianapolis, Dec. 31. 
. aon . : i uinctly avorabie 1olices anc rst . 
ont cs fe with F P i ‘ \ Though the show has been rut : 5 Me : : ; . : Here for Christma: ware, an ane 
i t ( i week Dt ne ind rte ¢ } «4 Ver 
ning more than a ear, ter f € ecede € contract were not $12.200 « ' ( prc ieas d a a 1 nual event, “Tobacco Road’ at the 
Montreal, Dec. 31 ea ae ; p She ‘ e € € t ove Pi Seg hefore ( Nabe f 5 ES" 1500-seat English did o “te in four 
‘Night of Love,’ at His Majesty payee : k exce "iat Beaw? Be 1 night performances and two mati- 
2 } i « e > i ] re 1 ST wie ) e 
at $3 toy featuring J Lodge 1104 Por } é to garner estimated $8 00 at 
~y - - f 
Helen Gleason and Margaret Na- ; . $1.65 top. Native here ‘ hav 
1 » an P P . ‘ : I e 
. . +} + thea ’ +} ¢ ( € ot ) . 
mara, plaved here all Christma: Explained ea eme¢e s ‘ : , dies F te ; ed tryir o fi e out ¥ he 
week to mediocre biz teeing the house a { 6 : be i¢ with ; i : $6 61 still does good busine he 
y , , r ‘ +} i . qd ew nc + 
Weather. flu epidemic and Xma $3.000 we O Sx ( ( Father.” agreed 1 ‘ re $18,000 > t week the € fc how 
ee em ner orn : . - . , f ‘ did : . L ri 
mepEins cut Br a eer se if Le vag : . e Empire ee eee ‘ ‘Panama Hattie, 46th St (9th | ° -- hey just buy their tickets 
Marea O4.9VUVU P t ¢ } f we ¢ af ¢ a na £o to et it 
‘ lat é VEe€ ) VE-1 34 $4.40) One of fe AY 4 4 '™ Awl 
ig ext or he ¢ Ke ale - 
than $18,500 except 1 a it week é ich ¥ ed an extra mat due Thursd ») ee 
a ‘ } } P 4 ting } » of ¢ +} + ‘ « 
7 Anothe! cil ere é ece.ve except rs ely ent ove , { ) Satin rT 
ees : t nd Saturday e€ 
‘Ladies’ 73 0G In Cincy takings is ‘Twelfth Night’ (Hele Have I e Evans) at the S $35.000: hi: been leading Broadway 2 1 
| James. Regulation terms apply to an undisclosed gross, with the show and should hold that spot 
| ae f o]] takings thereafter ‘Retreat to Pleasure,’ Belasco. Final ¢ he ? 
Cincinnati, Dec. 31 | getting SU Of att taking: ghee agate ' A and third week; not much after weak altin 
ag pee tire. | Vitality of ‘Life With Father is shown by the receipts last week, when gee i 1 eU. Ue 
Flora Robson in ‘Ladies In Retire- | as A heat fir ’ than $100 under the takings dur- | PZ S55 and last week’s takings under 
ment’ pulled strong for approxi-| the gross was 18.700. Ti gue is less than $100 under the taking $4.000; ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ next | 9 000 | Cj | d 
‘ ; - , . 5110} } a2 P 4 *f\4 . » . - 
mately $7,500 in five performances | ing Christmas week last year. Laugh show } its 60th week week, ’ ni eveian 
the last half of last week in the Chicago company 1s in its 44th week and iooks sure of passing the year ‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (40th | 
1,400-seat Cox at $2 75 top. Only lull) mark in the outside-the-Loop Blackstone. Boston company is in the 14th week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Had been (Mevelent Dec. % 
was Christmas night. Show was the week Both are earning excellent pre fits. toc slated to move, but tickets announced | : . e1and, « 3 r 
fourth here in the Theatre Guild | te ght weeks in advance; not big coin, , Grace George's ‘Lady in Waiting, 
subscription series. | . tosh Sen toy teawen*® which opened at the Setancer od profitable at $7.500. the Hanna’s Christmas week show 
“ 1 < ( I i NY) Wricni } I 4 al ti sl idl . . - ‘ orl : . a. —_ “ 
First half of this week the Cox has : Bh ge ge eee evelacs af telas ‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (5th had its hair singed by town’s total 
‘Male Animal,’ with the scale upped , Phill wees 5 every Seen aN: , OC ae ees week) (D-1,162: $3.30). New high indifference to anything outside of 
~ } > VI y r { Y ilyy nN I > " 1 , 4 v ] oy 11 ; — 
from $2.75 tec $3:85 for the New styr the Musician . we Se eee ee ee re reached by import from London: British war relief balls, circuses, 
Year’s Eve performance. - It is the) cer as In Be fe € past two weeks and no one | taking were $21.800 and better 5! opping and hocke} y. Ended seven 
final show of the season in the Thea- would take the 1 ponsibility of gning a contract with the union in his money will be registered this week: | P¢ rformances at 2.50 t ip with es- 
tre Guild series. Starting Jan. 5 absence. On Friday (27) union officials ordered a ‘road call’ to the stage- tops the straight shows with possible timated $9.000, only fair although 
‘Tobacco Road’ comes in for a week | 1) nds at the Eri: never. Just in the nick of t.me. late Friday night, Gold- exception of ‘Twelfth Night.’ kindly treated by critics. 
at $1.65 top for its eighth visit here. cate arrived in town and put J Hancock on a union agreement and ‘The Flying Gerardos,’ Playhouse Smashing advance sale on current 
2 - angi sings aathan ial (C-865: $3.36). Opened Sunday (29): ‘Time of Your Life, with Eddie 
se ePTricic wu c ayerite 1) , 1 } } 
Lewis Harmon joined the Sam H yg) Maddy weiomonarte ae al ae ’ ; the Erlanver before | @rew mild pre line on chances will | Dowline and Julie Haydon augers @ 
Harris publicity staff as associate to The te is a renewal of the terms ¢€ £ . 12 be indicated during week near sell-out. particularly with spe- 
: : , ~oldm: ¢ L jt s fg c ( ; ‘ ’ ee 26°74) < Road . . , 
John Peter Toohey and Ben Korn- , GOidman took it ovel It c LOY 51x en for dramatic shows, 12 fo Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (367th cial midnight show on New Year’s 
< ? < ‘le veel f* 11nT7 110) tT , . t of t a 
zwelg. i musicals. iv ) \ | é, O1.] e IOV A 
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PAL JOEY 


Ludlow Lowell......-cccesecees Jack Durant 
Commissioner ©'Brien.........dames Lane 
Ass't Hotel Manager..........-Cliff Dustan 


Special Dancer, Shirley Paige 


is John O'Hara's libretto 
from his New Yorker 
mag pieces, of that consumate heel, 
Joey Evans, a double-dealing Chi 
nitery emcee who has a way with 
the gals. In this unfolding he hooks 
a philandering socialite, Mrs. Pren- 
tiss Simpson (Vivienne Segal), into 
bankrolling his Chez Joey until she 
ultimately gives him the air when it 
becomes too involved, romantically 
and larcenously. Which premise, as 
detailed above, is perhaps the ma- 
jor negative aspect to what other- 
wise is an otherwise amusing musical 
comedy. It should enjoy a moderate 
Broadway .stay, but its plussage of 
dirt may militate against real hit! 
proportions. 

Joey Evans, so well played by 
Gene Kelly, is consummately the 
punk. As result, what might broadly 
pass for ‘sophistication’ makes in 
some respects for a quite unpleasant 
evening in the theatre because of the 
complete lack of sympathy for our 
heel of a hero. 
side are sundry 


‘Pal Joey’ 
adaptation, 


other assets which 


should give ‘Pal Joey’ a fair total of | 
stage, al-| 


weeks on the Broadway 
though, from a purely economic per- 
spective, the $100,000 production nut 
and the Barrymore theatre’s limited 
capacity would reauire fully six 
months for George Abbott to get out 
of the red, even if he did absolute 
capacity during all that time. 

‘Pal Joey’ holds lots of solid enter- 
tainment for the rank-and-file, and 
for the so-called cafe-society, show- 
wise and Broadway bunch there are 
extra values in Lorenz Hart’s devas- 
tating lyrics and O’Hara’s realistic 
portraiture of his characters. 

On production values 
hasn’t spared the horses. Jo Miel- 
ziner let himself go in that first-act 
finale, an imaginative, de luxe class 
nitery conception which is what sent 


Abbott 


the production overboard. Robert 
Alton’s equally imaginative dance- 
staging and Abbott’s brilliant inter- 


retations of the O’Hara lines and 


{fart wordage are parred only by the 


principals’ expert trouping. 

Gene Kelly who, apart from doing 
cafe dance-staging for Billy Rose 
and essaying a minor role as a 
broken-down hoofer in Eddie Dowl- 
ing’s ‘Time of Your Life,’ plus two 


other musical comedy efforts, 
emerges as a big league performer 
as ‘Pal Joey.’ His interpretation of 


the self-centered, 
conferencier, who 


smug and 
goes from 


ornery 
making 





every other chorine into a ‘love nest’ 
and a ‘special Chez Joey’ bank ac- 
count, is excellent. Both are bank- 
rolled by the _ post-30s_ playgirl 
whom Miss Segal so skillfully per- 


sonates. The comedienne is in rare 
form with her handling of lines and 





lyrics, and clicks particularly with 
‘Bewitched, Bothered and Bewild- 
ere *y a song that’s not for the <id- 
dies or the kilocycles, whether or 
not ASCAP and the broadcasters 
make peace. The lines ar just 
Saucy, they’re forthright in thei 
Rabelaisian phraseology but, done in 
Rodgers and Hart iambic pentama- 
ter, they’re highly delectable for the 
$4.40 customers, 

The Hart lyrics and ers’ 





equ ally fe 


1 
ti ite throug 


‘tching tune 


hout. Jean —_ 








2) pan *. rio- Gyps tg Ro 

Zi aber, mirroring tis anbdene 

thor ht: that these darlings of the 

] hink, as they’re — i- 
i here and a leaf thex 

is ti ophisticated rhymestering. 
There’s as much truth as po etry, 

also, in Miss Segal’s vocal i Quy 


that ‘Love Is My Friend,’ 

Him,’ the latter wherein 
Segal and ingenue Leila FE 
Pal Joey off, 


and “Take 
ooh Miss 
rnst brush 
but for different rea- 
sons. Miss Ernst, is unusually re- 
freshing amidst the plussage of sex 
stuff that constitutes the evening's 
lot unfolding. She figures as per- 
1aps the lone good influence on the 
emcee-heel that is Pal Joey. Both 
reprise he ge fetching Rodgers and 


Hart ball ‘I Could Wri te a Book.’ 
In th yh development, Jean 
Casto tied it up with ‘Zip,’ little 


handicapped by her begoggled news- 
paper gal getup that included mit- 
tens, an emergency prop as result of 


the severe burns she suffered in 
Philad ia the weeks before. How- 
ever, Mi s Casto in®ict upon open- 
ing with t on Broadway, 
and re ‘, 

' (7. 


| to project himself quite vividly. Also 


On the affirmative | 


Lee (Louise Havoc), chalked up a 


neat personal sccre with two sock 
opportunities, one a satirical bumps 
routine in the Chi cafe staging, and 


jater routine, | 
Later,’ a 
staging. 
(Mitchell 
in the 


Hard 


with a good rhythm 
‘Plant You Now, Dig You 
jive-talk lyric with good 
This is doubled with Jack 
and) Durant, who clicks later 


lap vith ‘Do It the 


second 


Way,’ clever Bob Alton staging, and | 
again paired with June’ Havoc. | 
Durant’s amazing acro-dancing, es- 


pecially for one of his sturdy build, 
came as a particular surprise to the 
first-nighters although it is standard 
stuff with him in vaudeville, niteries, 
etc. 

Claire Anderson, one of the line of | 
18, clicks here with a good specialty 
bit, an eccentric comedy routine. 
Shirley Paige, with a solo terp spe- 
cialty, is another lesser standout in 
the first-act finale, where Joey looks 
into the future and conjures up a | 
mad dream of ultra-swank in cafe | 
decor. 

Gene Kelly and Miss Havoc are 
perhaps the most energetic of the 


cast. Kelly is omnipotent with his | 
song-and-dance, doing his versatile 
characterization with unusual skill. 


He personifies the cocky m.c. who 
can also ‘make with the feet’ (and | 
proves it consummately with some 
expert legmania), at the same time 
handling yocal and histrionic assign- 
ments in a solid all-round showman- | 
ly manner. For an unknown of two 
years ago, Kelly has traveled fast 
and far. 

Among footnote observations 
should come the blonde and very 
personable Van Johnson, out of the 
nine ‘gentlemen of the ensemble’ 
who, handling a few lines, manages 


those dandy Hans Spialek arrange- 
ments, wherein a muted trumpet 
does a ‘conversation’ bit, mouthed 
by Pal Joey, that adds a lot to the 
proceedings, and, of course, with that | 
department goes Harry Levant’s 
batoning of the rhythmic pit band. 
Abel. 


MY SISTER EILEEN 


Comedy in three ts presente at the 
Biltmore, N. Y¥., Dec 26, °40, bs Max 





Gordon; written Joseph Field and 
Jerome Chodorov from stories by Ru Me- 
Kenney; staged by George S Kaufman; 
$3.30 top 

Mr. Appopolous........ Morris Carnovsky | 
Ruth Sherwood.............-.shirley Booth | 
|} Eileen Sherw: sesevcscen Am Savers 
TT a eee er eccccecees George Cotton 
A Street Arad.ccccccecde Ccvece Eric Roberts 


§ Arthur Tell 
A Pair of Drunks 





| her 


;Group Theatre shows. 


jin the 
| first Broadway asisgnment. 
| been in several films. 


| several funny bits; 
; makes the 


bringing home future Brazilian 

he apartment was once 
one Violet who accommo- 
dated men on the loose, which 
doesn’t help at all. A Villager in 
love with an engineer from Georgia 
Tech, who insists on singing that 
school’s football song, is another 
complication. He’s just waiting 
around in shorts until the pro foot- 
ball season starts. 

Appopolous, the greasey landlord, 
is also no bargain. Among the other 
advantages of the basement flop is 
the noise of subway blasting under- 


admirals. 
used by 


neath, but the effect is not au- 
thentic. Papa Sherwood comes to 
fetch the girls home. Then Ruth 


lands a job with a tab, Eileen gets a | 


decoration from the Braziltan con- 
sul (another opportunity to bring on 
the cadets) and the story of the sis- 


ters from the sticks terminates fa- 
vorably enough 

Best known in the cast is Morris 
Carnovsky, who “ee snares mm 


s Appopo- 


lous is a matter of Oe and especi- 
ally the authenticity of his Greek 
idialect. Shirley Booth, as Ruth, is 


the saner of the sisters. The come- 
liness of Jo Ann Sayers is an asset 
title part, this being her 
She has 


Bruce MacFarlane, playing the fly 
reporter, and Gordon Jones, who is 
the gin-drinking pride of Tech, both 
are okay. They came east with 
‘Quiet Please’ and are now doing 
distinctly better. Richard Quine, as 
the drugstore lothario, contributes 
William Post, Jr., 
young magazine editor 
likeable; Joseph Kallini gets laughs 
as the consul for Brazil; Eda Heine- 
man, on only for a few minutes late 
in the show, counts with every line 


and deserves a longer part, while 
George Cotton counts late in the 
show as the slovenly janitor, a sort 


of Ronnie (Of Mice and Men’), 
which is probably another Kaufman 
contribution to the script from the 
Coast writing pair, Joseph Fields and 
Jerome Chodoroyv, who 
the book. Ibee. 





FLIGHT TO THE WEST 


Drama in 


| kind 


produced by Leonard Sillman, starring Bill | 
|} Robinson. Features Imogene Coca lrert 
Kelton, Wynn Murray, Red Marshall 
Music and lyrics by Baldwin Bergersen, 
June Sillman, John Rox, Will Irwin, 8S. K. 
Russe! and Glen Bacon Staged by Leon- 
ard Sillman, with additlonal direction by 
John Murray Anderson, Dances directed 


dramatized | 


American debut, he 
Nazi embassy official 
knife-edged clarity, 


with such 
vivid projection 


and authority that he gives motiva- | 


tion and emotional impact to the 
entire play. It is a stunning por- 
trayal that stamps Hernried as an 
asset to Broadway and an almost 
certain bet for Hollywood. 
Betty Field plays a young 
ican wife with keen perception and 
appealing tenderness, but the part 
offers insufficient dramatic or emo- 


Amer- 


tional scope for an actress of her 
talent. Hugh Marlowe is likable and 


rightly undecisive as the young hus- 
band. Arnold Moss gives another 
of his incisive performances as a 
liberal writer who appears to be a 
of author’s prototype. 
stance McKay is plausibly direct 
active as an obvious 
Dorothy Thompson. 
Eleonora Mendelssohn, 


and 
portrait of 


Lydia St. 


Clair, Karl Malden, James Seeley, 
Boris Marshalov) and Grandon 
Rhodes also impress in principal 


supporting parts. Jo Mielziner’s sin- 


gle setting gives a fascinating illu- | 


sion of reality. 

‘Flight to the West’ is in some 
respects a disappointing play. But | 
it has a number of valuable things | 


to say by a distinguished theatrical | 


craftsman. In skillful hands it could 
make promising screen material 
Hobe. 


ALL I IN N FUN 


Musical revue in two acts, 2 seenes, 


by Marjery Fielding; setting by Edward 


Gilbert; costumes by Irene Sharaff, Orches- 
tral arrangements by Charles L. Cooke 
and Hilding Anderson, Orchestra directed 
by Ray Kavanaugh. Vocal arrangements 
by Pembroke Davenport. Opened at the | 
MaJestic Theatre, N. Y., Dec, 27, "40; $5.30 | 
top. 

Cast: Marie Nash, Vaul Gerrits, David 
Morris, Don Loper, Maxine Barrat, Walter 
Cassel, Bill Johnson, Anita Alvarez, Wil- 
liam Archibald and Candido Rotelho; 
dancers, Kirk Alyn, Henry Dick, Mildred 
Law, Jack Whitney, Ray Long, Puk 
Paaris, Nancy Noel, Orpha Dickey, Chris- 


Dennis, Beverly 
Oglesby Bob 


opher Curtis, Dx 
Whitney; quartette, 


roth) 
Rob 


| Herrings, Peter Holliday and Ed Plait 
Bill Robinson has danced un- 
counted taps down the rhythm lane 
| which has led to the Majestic the- 


| In Fun,’ 


three acts (seven scenes) by 
Elmer Rice Features Betty F iota Arnold 
| Moss, Paul Hernried Hugh Marlowe 
Staged by Elmer Rice, with setting by Jo 
Mielziner. Presented by Playwrights’ Co., 
it Guild, N. Y., Dec. 30, ‘40. $3.30 top 
(34.40 opening). 
Richard Banning...c.csees: Kevin McCarthy | 
First Mechanic... .ccccccs -Kalph Benson 
Second Mechanic...... es ...- Melvin Gates | 
August Himmelretch........ Rudolf Weiss 
SHOMAS PIOMOY....cccccscecces Paul Mann 
Edmund Dickensen....ccees -Don Nevins 
Marie Dickensen........-.:: Lydia St. Clair 
Lisette Dickensen Helen Renee 
Louise Frayne...........Constance McKay 
Col. Ar — a Gage..... James Seeley 
Count Vronoff....... ...-Doris Marshalov 
Frau Sones n th Ble. Fleonora Mendetss#it 
Dr. Hermarn W ther +eeeeePaul Hernried | 
Howard Ingraham. .cecccccsece Arnold Moss 
Hope Nathan bi etsentes Betty Field | 
Charies Nathan......csece -Ilugh Marlowe 
Ca George MeNab.. Karl Malden 
Capt. Arth Hawkes......Grandon Rhodes | 
Fir Corporal Tohn Triggs 
S nd Corpora! Harald Dyrenforth 





**l Alva Milligan 

EOIN. i060 0eeeeso eos ° -Tom FP. Dillon 
ERO WFOCK. ccccccccssevesese Gordon Jones 
Another Street Arab. ccce-ccccce Bob White 
‘aptain Fletcher......ee- Charles G. Martin 
WOGD ss dn eeeeces .Joan Tompkins 
Lippencott...ee... -Richard Quine 

Chic Ciatkk.cccccccecseces Bruce MacFarlane 
Cossa David Macomber 
Tiolet Shelt peel ness Effie Afton | 
BEE, WAGE. bic ce cacddeaedonucecs Helen Ray | 
Robert Baker...ccccceceae V 1m Post, Jr. 
\i 1el Ames 

Alan Brixey 


Six Future Admiral 


Walter Sherwood 





Further promise of better plays as 
the winter period of the season rolls 
1long was given by ‘My Sister 


Fileen.”’ First n 


audience reac- 
the 


¢ 
) 
ght 


tion was hardly uniform, but 
new Greenwich Village comedy 
should fare well. 

Fun in a dump, called apartment 


in the Village, is served, but it is 
matter of viewpoint as to what de- 
gree the play is diverting. It was 
adapted from the stories of Ruth 
McKenney, which were first pub- 
lished in the New Yorker and then 
in book form, which was rated 
among the best sellers. 


Book was episodic and so is 
Eileen,’ which is Max Gordon's sec- 
ond production this season but the 
first to reach Broadway. That the 


ned George S. Kauf- 
man to stage the play was a break 


k 


manager obtal 


for that author-director’s hand 
LOW mportantly, especially at the 
end I 1e cond act 
Th bit is the sudden introduction 


of six Brazilian naval cadets, who 


march into the basement abode of 
Ruth and Eileen Sherwood, an 
arched window giving a view of the 
pavement outside, with rubbish can 


and The 


lamppost. cadets, in am- 
maculate white uniforms, furnish 
triking contrast to the drab sur- 


roundings. Stunt is comparable to 
the sudden entrance of the six pic- 
ture-producer brothers in ‘Once In a 
Lifetime, a former laugh hit by 
Kaufman and Moss Hart. 

The sisters Sherwood are on from 
Columbus, O., to make their way in 
New York. Ruth wants to be ar 
author, while the blonde and much 
more attractive Eileen has a yen for 
the stage. She reaches the outer 
Waiting rooms of producers and 
ne®ts an assortment of people, in- 
cluding a_ reporter who prefers 
blondes. Eileen also ‘makes’ the 
Broadway drug. store in which 
gather no end of stage embryos and 
the counter manager goes for the. 
kid, which often means eats on the 








house. | 
Ruth meets the assi 

a magazine who thinks he ste ries 

are something, but it is Cl} Clark 

of a tabloid who sends Ruth on a 

D ( a nment that results in 


lis called 
the 


Out of his hatred and contempt for 
Nazism, and inspired by his Clipper 


atre, where his name shines in spark- 
ling incandescents as the star in ‘All 


revue produced by Leonard Sillman, 
with staging assistance from John 
Murray Anderson. Bojangles is the 
only colored player in a cast that is 


lays an odious | 


Con- |} 


a two-act, 25 scene musical | 


The Flying Gerardos 


Comedy in two acts presented at the 
Piayhouse, N. Y., Dec. 29, '40, by ka 
ward Choate (in association with Ww. a 








| Brady); written by Kenyon Nicholson and 
| (harles tobinson; Florence Reed, Loi 
} Hall, H arlan Briggs, Jack Sheehan, Rich. 
jard MacKay featured; staged by Nichol. 
| son; setting by Horton O'Neil: $3.30 
| Doe Vermillion......+++. eeeeHlarlan Lriges 
Flying Gerardvus:— 
BR. cveese teeceresecccceess Jack Sheehan 
| Opal eccccecece eocces Josephine ns 
| oe ee 66006000450 o0n04 lois Ha 
OZZIO. cocccecsees eee eereeees John Call 
| adie Darthy Hinkley 
| g ris W ey 
| le Bettger 
% Marriott 
rence Reed 
| William Wentworth.......Richard Mackay 
Mrs, Wentwdrth......... Suzanne Jackson 
Dr. J@lico@.ceccee eneneoesoe Charles Francig 
Getting off to a Sunday start, first 


debut since Broadway has been ex- 
perimenting with shows on that night 
proved rather diverting comedy, but 
whether it will reach the winning 
_ circle is questionable. 
Authors dipped into the circus for 
their characters and have an idea 
' that’s hardly as funny as was antici. 
| pated. Presentation seemed to have 
been too much hastened, debut goin 
| on after previews, yet it's doubtful 
if out-of-town showings would have 
| been any more advantageous. 
| Most of the players are supposed 
| to be members of a casting act, there 
| being eight in the Gerardo turn. 
Some of the terms used are authentic, 
while others are not heard on the 
lot. Their type of performer is 
| known as flyers, but in the play 
i they are called lea apers, 


| Mama Gerardo runs the act, which, 
| like any number of epee’ family 

turns, is composed ,of performers 
who are no kin to each other. Be- 
cause it is the off season for the big 
| top, the Gerardos are playing dates 
such as the Shrine circus in Brook- 
lyn. That accounts for them occu- 
pying the top floor of a house over 
there, the place being conducted by 
| Doc Vermillion, a veterinary wise 
| in the lore of the big top. 


| Star flyer of the act is Donna, with 
| the act since a tot. She falls in love 
| With William Wentworth, Columbia 

college grad who is studying for his 
| Ph. D. His Knowledge astounds the 








| 
| 
| 


| girl, who thirsts for learning, and 
she starts reading the History of 
Mankind, her co-performers being 


|} amazed that any 
| scholastic. 

| Mama Gerardo is outraged, and 
only when Donna threatens to leave 
the act will she permit William to 


of them should go 


call. His slight physique is scorned 
by the others, who, curiously 
enough, look McCoy in the full tights. 


When Donna is out, the boys decide 


composed chiefly of younger per- ) 

| formers, supported by an agile and | to give William the business. He is 
versatile dancing chorus that moves | lifted to a practice trapeze, swung 
as if inspired by the inimitable |in a wide arc, then sent flying into 
Robinson. |another room when the bar is 

In the other essential deps artments | Snapped. 

of music and comedy, ‘All In Fun’ is William, however, is not injured. 
short of the requirements of — His aunt and the family doctor are 
succesful Broadway revues. er-| sent for and the latter quickly dis- 
| haps the musical score is better than | cerns that the boy is in love, seeing 


| the singing, which is rather second- 


trip from Europe in the fall of last 
year, Elmer Rice has written a| 
stinging drama about the threat to 
dece ney and freedom everywhere. It 





‘Flight to the 
Playwrights’ Co. presented it 
Monday night (30) at the Guild the- 
atre, N. Y., as its second production 
of the season ' 

In many respects it 
and succeed It has a 
cnallenging subject, is clear in its 
thinking and admirably outspoken 
in its exposure and attack against a 


West,’ and 


deserves to 





| amusing 


is a fine play 


Fun,’ Sillman has pieced together a 
revue of unrelated part On the 
| whole it is pleasingly satiric, not of 
the times, but of the theatre. The 
ketches are by Virginia Faulkner, 
Ch arles Sherman and Everett Marcy. | 


barbaric evil. But it’s isolated mo- | 
ments of powerful writing are sep- 
rated by long non-cumbustible 

etches and lacks continuous 
drive toward an explosive climax. 
It is unequal to its subject, but 
seems certain to have a successful 
run 


Entire action, 
ibout 36 hours, occurs in three 
7 


sec- 
a trans-At- 
st-bound from Lis- 





ig a sort of ‘Grand 
Rice shows how 
’ | 
ms and cruelties 
to a group of refu- 
“a 
ha I ied New 
me o ward has 
i l {Te ct } i le the 
oA 
lives of some have b violent] 
wrenched. There is more talk than 
action in the first ' hich do 
; 
little more than t tation and 
I icte Ti} > wa e ic ele i cs 


through the second act to a genu- 


ultimate triumph of Democracy over 





; | Some of them are new twi: 
covering a period of | 


gags, such as the Pullman c ar rough- 
| house called ‘Red Rails in the Sun- 
|set,”” and aé_ rejuvenated dentist's 
| office skit. Brightest and fur t is 
‘Manhattan Transfer,’ in which two 
| travelling saleswomen entice their 
city boy-frie is to their hotel room. 
A } ived DY Mi es ‘oO aa 1 Kel- 
yn and the |} hful Red Marshall it 
is funny and not too b ue, 
uSI1¢ 1S b Baldy in Be Pe en 
J hn Rox with ric by June 
Iman and Mi Faulkner Where 
C an I Go From Yow’ and ‘Love and 
I’ are plea Ing vithout impre ng. 
‘How Did It Get So Late So Early,’ 
ung by Ma Nash and Bill John- 
son and ree by Will Irwin, and 
inely moving scene midway in the |‘My Memories Started With You,’ 
third act. 3ut the excitement seeps | another Berge rson _ piece, seemed | 
away in the philosophical summary | 
of the final scene. That should be 
the emotional climax of the play, 
| with Rice clarifying his ca in the 


rate. The sketches and 
are amusing without being 
splitting. 
likely to stick around very long. It’s 
of an old-school genre in the main. 

Featured are Imogene Coca, an 
and accomplished 
Kelton, who does first class 
characterizations; Wynn Murray, 
transformed from robustnes to ¢ 
slender prima donna, and Red Mar- 
shall, a knockabout burlesque comic, 
who is a mirthful addition to the 
never too long list of Broadwa 
comedians, 

In the general 


side- 


Pert 


An 


makeup of ‘Al! In 

















closer to popular tasie. 
will have the benefit of 


the networks, as the mu 


airing over 
Isic does not 


bear the ASCAP label. 
Paul Gerrits has an easy manner 
as an occasionai m.c. and his roller- 


| skating is something way out of the 
ordinary. The dance team, Anita 


| spotted 


the menace of race- ets idice and 
oppression. Yet it is curiously in- 
conclusive and anti-climactic 

The technical difficulty of han- | 
dling so many characters and co- 
related plot threads in the narrow 
confines of a plane cabin, which ap- 


parently har npere d Rice as a drama- 
has not baffled 
tor. Some of the 
liantly pointed at times, even 
the talky interludes have some de- 
gree of tension. And many of the 
individual performances are enor- 
mously stirring, which is certainly 
a triumph of direction. 
Outstanding performance 


scenes are bril- 


but 


is given 


by Paul Hernried, formerly of the 
London ‘and previously the conti- 
nental stage and screen In his 


| troup is 
| saved 
halen as a direc- | 


Alvarez and William Archibald, 

to advantage and show well 
time. Only real voice in the 
Candido Botelho, who is 
until next-to-closing, when he 
sings a Brazilian song as if he was 
having a good time. 

Settings by Edward Gilbert are 
colorful and excellently lighted. 
Irene Skaraff’s costuming features 
the femme figure. A brown and 
green effect for the girls was strik- 
int. Ray Kavanaugh conducts with 
it, taking a wide range of temps 
stride. Flin. 

afte three 


é 
-d for the rec 


are 


every 


arf; ry peepee 
performances; 
rd.) 


blackouts | 


Revue as a whole is not | 


clown; | 


ts on old | 


Numbers | 


| no reason why he shouldn’t join the 
troupe. Boy then becomes the ninth 
| Gerardo, not as a flyer, but as a 
clown, alluded to as a ‘Joie.’ Ro- 
mantic end of the play is acceptable, 
though the participants are a 
strangely assorted pair. 

' Florence Reed returns to 
Broadway boards as Mama, her 


characterization of the gaudy woman 
being possible, though most of the 
circus aunties and mamas are any- 
thing but coarse. Lois Hall plays 
Donna, having the slim body of a 
girl flyer and an earnest style of 


performance. 
horse doc, 


Harlan Briggs, as the 
seems to be the most real 
character. Richarc MacKay, as 
| William, and Jack Sheehan are also 
featured, with Miss Reed having top 
billing. Lyle Bettger displays the 
muscles of an aerial catcher. bee. 


| MEET THE PEOPLE 





ue in two acts, 30 scenes, 
the Hollywood Theatre Allia ea t 
i Mansfield, N. Y Dec. 25, '40. Staged by 
{ ‘ 
anny Dare u J i 
lyrics by H Mye edit 
vard kil sk h by M 
| Offner; 8 gS I - 
| ! os » 
\ $3.30 toy 
( s i Mcl rt § 
M ‘ I i 
. ; 
ek t, Virs B Lois I 
J l fy k } 8 
} 1 K } rR t 
\1 b> Rol Ss ” 
¢ R 
ys 4 Martir J 
} ] k \ $s 
We er, Jack W ms, J 8 I 
: od 
A live, fresh, talented troupe ot 
| ‘new faces’ hits Broadway for a hit. 
Playing sparkling material w:th all 
the verve youngsters can muster, 
this little revue from the Pacitic 
Coast captivated the opening } igh’ 
audience at the Mansfield. It's not 
often that performances can arouse 
an audience to cheers, but this !s8 


what actually happened at the finale, 
and so far as this reviewer Was 
concerned, the show could have run 
on and on and on without becoming 
tiresome, 

One thing ‘Meet the People’ proves 
definitely—the living theatre can 
never die so long as new talent uke 








these kids can be found Plus, 
| naturally, the sparkling sketch and 
song material provided them; pius 
|also the swifty paced direc yn, eXx- 
pressive scenery and costt n ing It 
show that ranks in bt Ince 


ia little 
(Continued on page 40) 
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LADY IN THE DARK 


Boston, Dec. 31. 


in two 


Musical play acts, seven scenes, 
by Moss Hart end presented by Sam H. 
Harris. Stars Gertrude Lawrence; music 
by Kurt Weil, with lyrics by Ira Gersh- 


win; staged by Moss Hart: production and 


lighting by Hassard Short; choreography 
dy Albertina Rasch; musical direction, 
Maurice Abravanel; settings designed by 
Harry Horner; costumes by Irene Sharaff. 
At Colonial theatre, Boston, Dec. 30, '40. 

Wie, TPB 0-2 6 600006880008 Donald Randolph 
Mise Bowers.................Jeanne Shelby 
ee ...Gertrude Lawrence 
Miss Foster..... TTT TT TTL Evelyn Wyckoff 
Miss Stevens..... peunedeavecssacawer Ann Lee 
Maggie Grant..............-Margaret Dale 
Alison Du Bois.............Natalie Schafer 
OE 2 LO See Danny Kaye 
Chariey Johnson..........Macdonaid Carey 
Randy Curtis.......0. Cceeess Victor Mature 
MD ceceunesesvebeaeecen -.. George Bockman 
i cssateetanse eee? eoeee Nelson Barclift 
OS 8” eee Bert Lytell 
PEGE 4000:044.0000000660¢600% Virginia Peine 
Ruthie...... rere ret rey TT ree Geida_ Petry 
COE. 588000000 weTTTeT Tr ee Patricia Deering 
DDO, . 4.064 6868 000000068 Margaret Westberg 
Ben Butler..... peecevOvesconets Dan Harden 
Rarbara...... oeeceeee -..--Eleanore Eberle 
BOG 6 ceccese akekecceees Davis Cunningham 


Whether ‘Lady in the Dark’ is a 
smash hit is problematical, but it 
should enjoy a long enough run to 
recoup the $150.000 rumored to be 
spent on its production. While the 
play, about a neurotic glamour maga- 
zine editor (Gertrude Lawrence) is 
depressing, especially to women, the 
charm of the dream _ sequences, 
staged by Hassard Short, offsets that 
bad taste. 


Short excels himself, using four | 


revolving stages and breath-taking 
lighting. Mechanically it is the most 
intricate show he has done, and he 
produces beautiful effects in the 
dream scenes by use of special glass 
fabric scenery and props and by 
employing only overhead, backstage 
lights on the dance numbers. There 
are no curtains used, some sets are 
built into the turntables, while others 
are sketchy, impressfonistic tabs 
created with portable props, 

Miss Lawrence plays the neurotic 
woman well. So well that when she 
has herself psychoanalyzed through 
dreams, many women out front 
squirm in sympathy. If Hart’s play 
were further developed and without 
music it would be too nerve wrack- 
ing, though he has inserted some 
laughs that relieve tension. It would 
likewise be monotonous to watch 
only dreams 
ing, but the combination, 
experiment, is satisfying 
ment. 

Best number is fantastic circus 
scene, which has charm and light- 
hearted abandon. Except here, Miss 
Lawrence is acceptable, but not im- 
pressive, as a vocalist, but when she 


frankly an 
entertain- 











good situations and a number of 


knowing cracks figured to get a how! | 


from a Broadway audience. 


of punch and sustained sock which, 
unless accomplished in its tryout 
stage, must limit its possibilities to 
a modest metropolitan run at best. 

Premise is rather original. In an 
old house in Brooklyn live Abby 
and Martha Brewster, two sweet and 
charity-working old ladies. They 
have one failing, though, and that 
is a desire to poison homeless and 
lonesome old men with hospitable 
elderberry wine charged with a 
deadly concoction of arsenic-strych- 
nine and cyanide. Twelve guests 
have been laid low and respectfully 
interred with fitting religious cere- 
monial in the cellar below. 


To add to the addled household, 
there is a nephew who thinks he is 
Theodore Roosevelt and who assists 
in the burial of his aunts’ victims 
in the belief that they are yellow 
fever fatalities being laid to rest in 
the locks of the Panama Canal. 
which he is ‘digging downstairs.’ 

A second nephew is a world-roam- 
ing criminal, also bent on adding to 
the death lists as quickly as he can 
have his physiognomy changed by a 
sidekick medico, whimsically named, 
Dr. Einstein. Current disguise is 
that of Boris Karloff, and the killer 
doesn't like the face at all, awaiting 
only the return to his boyhood home 
after years of imprisonment to have 
it changed to a more becoming puss. 

To complete the screwy family, 


there is another nephew who is ob- | 
he’s a| 


viously okay except that 


drama critic on a Brooklyn paper. 


|He gets wind of the strange deeds 
,of his aunts and cousins and tries 


jan 


et to music and danc- | 


| spaced 


sings a low. blue ditty, ‘The Saga of | 


Jenny,’ she ties up everything, only 
a few minutes before Danny Kave, a 
legit discovery, does likewise with a 
tricky lyric involving rapid fire de- 
livery of famed Russian names in a 
yilbert-Sullivan techniaue. Kaye is 
also socko in the play a flitty 
fashion photog. 

Miss Lawrence endows the show 
with charm and piquancy, and troops 
magnificiently in the mixed environ- 
ment of realty and phantasy. Her 
fans will be pleased generally. She 
gets good support from Kaye, Mar- 
garet Dale, Natalie Schafer, Mac- 
Donald Carey and Denald Randolph. 
A group of children in several Hart- 
Bach scenes of the psychoanalized 
are well directed and _ contribute 
much charm. 

Victor Mature, from 
appointing dramatically and musi- 
callv as a Hollywood glamor boy, 
but Bert Lytell gives good support as 
an aging lover. Show runs about 
30 minutes overtime and one wise 


as 


films, is dis- 


to straighten matters out. 

There’s romance too, which is 
seemingly headed for the rocks what 
with the lad’s newly discovered fam- 
ily trait of insanity. The return of 
the cousin with the Karloff face is 
added complication. A _ rather 
obvious and bluntly telegraphed 
third act solution, however, happily 


makes of the critic an illegitimate 
son and therefore able to proceed 
with his affairs as his relatives are 


finally and properly dealt with. A 
neat twist brings down the last cur- 
tain to a good iaugh. 
There are many funny 
and sparkles of potential gold-bear- 
ing ore in this play, but in its pres- 
ent state it rambles around a bit too 
much with the highspots too widely 
between innocuous doings 
to make matters click. First act 
takes too long to get started and a 


moments 


long lull in the middle of the sec- 
ond act also bogs matters down. 
Third act solution should be given 


some adroit handling away from the 
old-age device employed at present. 

Acting is uniformly good. Boris 
Karloff handles himself well for an 
actor who has been away from a 
stage so long. As the nephew who 
looks like Karloff, he is properly 
sinister and effectively menacing 


| Allyn Joslyn, as the Brooklyn critic, 


has 
handles it to 
teeoff. Josephine 
Adair are excellent the brace of 
looney ladies, as are John Alexan- 
der, the nephew with the T. R. com- 
and Edgar Shehli, a face-lift- 
ing medico. Elizabeth Inglise is dec- 
orative as the femme end of the ro- 
mantic side. Setting by Raymond 
Sovey is authentic and suitable to 


Hull and 


as 


pDiex, 


the play’s mood. Direction by Bre- 
taigne Windust was a bit spotty at 
| the tryout here. Burm. 


cut would be a highschool sequence | 


with Miss Lawrence as a coy girlie. 


Kurt Weill’s score is good all the] 
way, as are his orchestrations and | 
arrangements. Ira Gershwin’s lyrics | 


greatly brighten the atmosphere. 
‘Girl of the Moment.’ ‘One Life to 
Live, ‘Jenny.’ ‘This is New,’ and ‘Bats 
About You’ are the best tunes. Mau- 


rice Abrananel, until now a conductor 
at the Metropolitan and Chicago 
opera rates commendation for ace 
musical direction. 

Harry Horner's sets were often ap- 
plauded, as were the costumes of 
Irene Sharaff and the choregraphy of 
Albertina Rasch. It was the smooth- 
est opening here in scme time The 
scenery alone w: four 


‘ reheased 
days. A singing chorus is prominent 
and a definite asset. Fox, 


Arsenic and Old Lace 


Baltimore, Dec. 26. 

Comedy ![n three acts by Joseph Kesset 
ling; produced by Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse; staged by Bretaigne Win 
dust; setting by Raymond Sovey; at Mary- 
land theatre, Baltimore, De 26, °40, 
Bie MROWRe 6 ccs ccscviast Josephine Hull 
The Rev. Dr. Harper. .cssees Wyriey Hirch 
Teddy Frewster..v..cccseesed John Alexander 
COP DGG s csc ccsscccsseess John Quigg 
Ceeeee BIO, vas ccaedeeadcces Bruce Gordon 
Martha Brewster.......... ...Jean Adair 
Blaine Harper......ccee.. Elizabeth Inglise 
Mortimer Brewster...ceese-- Allyn Joslyn 
Bes SRORORs wc crcousse eccoeee- Henry Herbert 
Jonathan Brewster........-... Boris Karloff 
De. Binsteln. ..ccccesssesessve Edgar Stehli 
Officer O’Hara..... Cb6ee82sec! Anthony Ross 
Lieutenant Rooney.......Victor Sutherland 
Mr. Witherspoon...... sie wan William Parke 


This is one of those plays that evi- 


dently looked like surefire stuff in 
script form. It has a wealth of un- 
usual angles that augur well and 


there are unusual characterizations, 


BATTLE OF ANGELS 


Boston, Dec. 30 
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The Theatre Guild mav have heard 


that somebody struck gold down the 
old tobacco road and decided to dig 
up a little dirt down along the 
Mississipp: Delta to see how would 
pan out. As a starring vehicle for 
Miriam Hopkins, ‘Battle of Angels’ 


has a slim chance, even on the road, 
despite her splendid performance 
and the sturdy support of Wesley 
Addy in a surprisingly virile por- 
trayal of a half-wit living a defensive 
life against predatory women. 

The play is sordid, with 
comedy relief, and the final curtain 
is as amateurish a bit of melodrama 
as the Guild has ever attempted. The 
story is laid in a dingy general store 
in a squalid Mississippi town, with 


Miss Hopkins the work-worn wife 
carrving on with the store while her 
husband is slowly dying in the up- 
\stairs bedroom. She 


In play- | 
ing, however, it lacks a continuity | 


most of the meat of the play and | 
the hilt from the very | 
Jean | 


little | 


| husky, wandering half-wit to help 

her run the store, and is intrigued 

by his plaint that women always ‘go’ 

for him and take his mind off the 
| book he plans to write. She finally 
falls for him, greatly impressed by 
the fact that he slapped the face of 
the village vamp when she made 
|} seductive advancés. 

The final brings action, and 
what action. The village vamp, who 
is the in-bred daughter of the town’s 
most prosperous old family, lands 
drunk in the store, with the sheriff 
after her to order her out of town 
|for carrying on with her Negro 
chauffeur. She again casts her eye 
on the half-wit, resulting in a battle 
|with the frenzied storekeeper’s wife 
who expects a baby. The dying store- 
keeper, full of morphine given him 
{in a deliberate overdose by his wife, 
|staggers down the stairs, shoots his 
wife, goes out into the storm, and. 
after the half-wit and the sheriff's 
posse shoot it out for a few rounds, 
the sheriff sets the building on fire. 
With the dead wife in his arms. the 
| half-wit climbs the bedroom stairs 
|with the village vamp at his side, 
| trying to get as close to heaven as the 
| flames and smoke permit. 

The cast is mainly character types, 
including a female religious fanatic 
| who believes the half-wit is a son of 
|God and thus flatters him to the ex- 
|tent that he has a casual affair with 
‘her to show her what religion can 
really do for a woman. Doris Dudley. 
as the village vamp. has the only 
|heavy supporting role other than 


art 
aCe 


| Wesley Addy and found it too much | 


|for her. There is a vague back- 
|ground of philosophy and religion 
| thinly woven into the dialog. and the 
|second act is strongly written, in 
| striking contrast to the talky first 
iscene and the tawdry melodrama of 
the third scene. 


mainly subscription, and the mati- 
nees mav be heavy, as the women in 


the audience seemed to get a kick! 
out of the half-wit’s problem of ap- | 


| peasing predatory women. Libbey. 


She Had to Say Yes 


Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 














Musical comedy in two acts. Produced 
by Dennis King; book by Bob Henley and 
|} Richard Pinkham; lyrics by Al Dubin; 
mus by Samuel Fain; dances and en- 
sembles staged by Charles Walters; hook 

taged by W iam Miles; ballets staged hy 
Raoul Alba costumes and scenery |} 
Stewart C1 ey Dennis King starred; 
Marcy Westcott Charles Walters, Paula 
Stone, Hele Ravmond, John Ray. Jr 

Viola Esser a, Wa Vernon featured. A 
Forrest theatre, Philadelphia, Dec. 30, '40 
Private Homer Holiday......John W Jr 
Bie Mother. ...cccce ee ..Warda Howard 

tat Master.....+..6-.-Robert Williamson 
Train Hostess eoes- Edwina Coolidge 
Babs Anderson abenees Paula Stone 
Tony MacFarland.....e. -.-Charles Walters | 
First Red Cap. ..cccsccsceces Jimmy Banner 
| Second Red Cap.........ee. Bobby Johnson 
J. Spencer (‘Candy’) Barr....Wally Vernon 
Mrs. Matilda Townsend....Helen Raymond 
Irina 'MSietreeeeetee ven Viola Fssenova 
Joyce Té ONd.cccccccece Mare Ww tt 
First [| OTTePr. .cccccvcecerces Re rt Iney 

Md REPorter.cccceceeess Fred Ney ib 
eeeceecccoecons Fldon Jone 
WYTTTU TTT TTL TT Richard Irvine 


rer -Al Renard 
Ralph Magelssen 
. ..Jo0e Oakie 
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Lesiie Auste 
(iservenne Richard Robe 
I Kir 
Har Relleve 
Olive Reeve m } 
POON 665s G0 eeretheesetewknnsr Wyman Kane 


Dennis King’s ‘She Had to Say 


Yes,’ which is bilied as his own show, 
is going to need more than it 
scheduled two weeks in Philly to 


make it a reasonable candidate for 
Broadway. Yet, the show has plenty 


on the bali and figures for a solid 
chance to ring the bell if the right 
kind of work is done. 

Most of that work, as judged by 


the preem performance, should be in 
taging and that goes for book 
numbers and the two spec- 


tacular ballets. They were all staged 


res 


chor 


by different people and they don’t 
jell as they should. While the doctor 
are at it they can also do plenty with 
the book, which has some swell ideas 





but gets out of hand. Where the 


does 





musical offer definite assets i 
in ‘ast. its seore and, perhap 
most of all, its beautiful production 
Cast could stand yme improve 
ment but might remain as is with re 
taging and direction. King } self 
‘ definite standout though he 
doesn't come on until] late. He not 
only warble effectively and_ get 
ross whacky comedy. with plent 
- B: rar h ry og g | i¢ as = 


live? two light patter nun bers 
prisingly well. In most of } 


naired w 


s lighter 
th Wally 
chief comic. who gets 
with effective vaude- 


cen he ‘ 
Vernon. show’ 
} points over 
té hr id ie, 
Plot cor scheme of a 
agent (Vernon) to sell a wealthy 
ocialite on promoting her beautiful 
but bored daughter. Trouble is mama 
thinks they are finding a ‘hobby’ for 
daughter, whereas 
after ai ‘hubby.’ Norks through 
medium of radio campaign invol 
phone calls chosen at random 
Among winners are an Indian. a 
plumber, a rookie soldier and 
sangster. Also King. His part is tha 
of a bum. who has had a shady life 
and goes to the socialite’s home out 
of curiosity. 
hero, but not like ‘Joey’ the heel. be- 


+ 
117 


cerns pres 


press 


agent goes 


Ving 


2 
al 
+ 


cause he fights marrying coin. It is 
the girl who finally forces the issue 


Marev Wescott is charming as 
heroine and both sings and acts her 
scenes with King well. including the 
bedroom enisode in which she coe 


The opening night was capacity, | 


He is an unconventional | 


the | 


Charles Walters is a pleasant juvenile 
whose own dancing is better than the 
ensembles he staged. Paua Stone 
over-strains in the ingenue part, 
| which has a couple of good numbers. 
John Wray, Jr., does a nice job as the 
bewildered rookie candidate, but the 
other three are silly, both in writing 
and acting. 

Sammy Fain has done a score that 
will be heard from plenty, 
several numbers are not put across 
as they should be. ‘The Girl Who 
Works in a Laundry,’ ‘Between Ro- 
mances’ and ‘Stranger in the Mirror’ 


rate on serious side, and ‘Our 
Memoirs,’ ‘Merrily on My Way.’ 
‘Serenade to a Chambermaid’ and 


‘Never Take No for An Answer’ are 
tops on the lighter side. Right now 
there is too much music in the show. 
Al Dubin’s lyrics are first-rate and 
often plenty blue. 

| Gorgeous and highly artistic full- 
stage sets are wasted through bad 
staging, same for very tasteful and 


sets are likewise one of the revue'’s 
real assets. 


Best tunes are ‘Twist of the 


| Wris ,” ‘Wine from My Slipper,’ ‘You 


| song-selling 


though | 


Should Be Set to Music.’ ‘Time of 
Your Life’ and ‘Very Terrific.’ Rich- 
ard Kollmar and Gracie Barrie are 
both charming and effective in the 
department. Hollace 
Shaw is another pretty and well- 
trained vocalist, but she does not 
project enough. 

Betty Kean, eccentric dancer and 
comedienne, comes close to stealing 
the 


show, gaining more and more 
recognition as the evening pro- 
gresses until she stops everything 


with a swell specialty late in the sec- 
ond act. Ted Gary, another eccentrie 
dancer, is featured in several pro- 
duction numbers and once on his 
own, clicking every time. 
Shocker of the evening is a 
perb acrobatic dance specialty 


su- 
in 


| fast tempo by Lane and Ward, a boy 


celorful costuming. That is the main | 


| trouble with the show— it has material 
but muffs it. A number of specialties 
help. especially in second act. with 
the Three Trojans, Jimmy 
and Bobby Johnson and the ballet 
rating bows. Vernon and King do a 
corking strip tease parody, with King 
far more subtle. When second act 
mishaps happened at opening here, 
King adopted an informal note, re- 


Banner | 


and girl who go through amazing 
rhythmic tricks. 

Casper Reardon, swing harpist, 
appears twice, first assisted by Luba 
Rostova’s interpretative ballet accom- 
paniment, and later as a soloist. It’s 


| a good novelty, but either Reardon's 


quested several numbers to be started | 


over and applauded his own people. 
Waters. 


Crazy With The Heat 


Boston, Dec. 26. 


Revue in two acts, 27 


scenes, presented 


by Kurt Kasznar at Shubert, Roston, Dee 
25, °40, co-starring Willie Howard and 
Luella Gear Features Gracie  Farrie 
Richard Kollmar, Luba Rostova, Ho!lace 
Shaw, Casper Reardon Music by Irwin 
Graham, Whilliam Provost Rudi Revil 
Walter Nones, Dana Suesse; lyrics by 
| Irwin Graham, Kurt Kasznar, Pete Kite 
Smith, Walter Nones, Carl Kent, Wuother 
Davis, Maurice Vandair, John Cleveland. 
| Kay Kenney. Musical arrangements and 
orchestrations by Jacques Dallin: v ] ar- 


rangements by Pete King Sketches staged 





playing or the arrangements used 
here lacks the spark to make him a 
socko turn. Special nod goes to 
Hildegarde Halliday, clever comedi- 
enne, who is lost after her initial 
scene as a garrulous manicurist and 
is worthy of more material. Bobby 
Busch also. rates mention for 
straight-trouping, and Harold Gary 
for a nifty double-talk bit. 

Harold Levey, musical director, 
although leading a pit band that had 
insufficient rehearsing, inspired them 


; to deliver an opening night perform- 


ance that must have cheered up im- 


; measurably the hard-working singers 


| by Arthur Sheekman; Wiille Howard skits 
directed by Eugene Howard additional 
dialog by Arthur Stander and Sidney | 
Zelinka. Choreography by Catherine Lit- | 
tlefield, assisted by Ted Gary; scenery and 
lighting by Albert Johnson: costumes by 
Lester Polukov and Marita Hpmanes Mu- 
sical director, Harold Levey entire pro- 
duction supervised by Kurt K L 

Cast: Betty Kean, Robhyv Ta 

Ward Ted Gary Harriet 

DeSierra Hildegarde lallic 

Busch, Harold Gary David Rol 

Bartels, Raymond Burr, Will 

Philip King, The Coronets (4) 

sev. Stapleton Kent, William Me 

erick Mannatt, Al Kelly, Eddie 

Garey, Thomas Mitchell, Ravym« 

Tane Hoffman, Vivienne All 





Horner, show gir!s (8), dar 


This is Willie Howard’s 


best ve- 
hicle in years: the production is im- 


pressively elaborate: the music 
(BMI) is okay, but not terrific; there 
are some good skits and better 
dancing, but there was enough on 
the debit side opening night to indi- 
cate that the producing staff will 
have to work hard to make ‘Crazy 
with the Heat’ a hit prospect. Luella 


and dancers. 


| “it 
L? lays . - B byl aan 


with the first ‘Little Show’ and first 
‘Americana.’ 

Originally this show was virtually 
conceived in desperation on the 
Coast by talent that couldn't crash 
the studios. A group called the 
Theatre Alliance banded together 
and out of it came ‘Meet the People,’ 


Fox. 














which opened Xmas night, one year 
from the day of the N. Y. preem, 
at the tiny Theatre Alliance Playe 
house in Hollywood. About five 


weeks later, after registering critical 
raves, it moved to the larger Holly- 
wood Playhouse, regular legit stand, 
where the show went Equity and the 


performers were raised from $25 
; weekly each to $40, and the cast was 
augmented to 24 people from 18, 
| Now the cast total is 28 and pose 
| sibly the salaries also are higher, 
but, regardless of the coin they are 


getting now, some of them may be 
able to write their own tickets later. 
One boy, especially, looks like the 
answer to any musical producer's 
prayer. He’s Jack Williams, a tall, 


| good-looking kid who is an excellent 


| dancer, 


Gear is enjoyable as co-star with 
Howard, but she has been short- | 
ended on comedy material. The | 


skits average up to a better calibre 
than those of several recent 


but the good ones are mostly too 
long and many a punch line js anti- 
climactic. 

Generally, the first act was re- 
ceived apathetically here, but the 
second stanza has the stuff that 


should give hope to the producer 


For example, the last half offer: 
Willie Howard as a temperamental 
ballet star, again as a ‘Mr. Anthony’ 
of radio, and finally in a solo spe 
cialty which has him corning up a 
burlesque of the village blacksmith 


that reminds one of Bert Lahr’s 
nifty woodsman impersonation 
Luella Gear's best specialty come 
in this same act, a naughty song 
about ‘I Can Only Be Got on a 


Yacht,’ 
of 


with an intriguing lyric. Two 


the ace proeduction numbers are 
also routined late in the show. which 
broke at 11:45. These are ‘Twist of 
the Wrist,’ with a magic and Sven- 
gali theme, and ‘Wine from My Slip- 
per,’ featuring a eduction ballet 
Luba Rostova and Phil King) on a 
; } 

V llie He ( othe hect het 
a ¢ Z cene h W orne! } 

e first act Ho rd a butcher 
boy. tries to collect Or fo a lamb 
chop from a crazy woman who has 
him playing an ! lal piano, 
greeting iy ble ntruders etc. 
TI one is far too long, but funda 
mentally right The omic never 
lets down a scene and turns in a 


commendable job of trouping all the 
way. 

The same goes for Miss Gear. She 
gets a break and makes the most of 
it as a Mrs. Gussie Cooksey, chatter- 
ing in song about ‘Silly of Milly’ 
while being visited in a giant bed 
by an assortment of people who were 
at the party where Milly was silly. 
As announcer for Howard's ballet 
burlesque, and as a determined 
dowager trying to impress an agent 





with her assorted talents (including 
stripese), Miss Gear helps things 


along. 

Most of the production spectacle is 
in the first act, including a pictur- 
esque dream idea based on a see 
for Paris, an interesting dancing 
number involving a zoo background, 
and the inevitable first-act finale 
with Latin-American dancing fervor. 
The costumes of Lester Polakov and 
Maria Humans are very colorfu) and 


revues, |} 


!on the Bill of Rights: 


can handle lines and sings 
as well. 

To record the show’s standouts 
would mean reprising virtually the 
entire cast roster. An idea of the 
talent can be gleaned from the fact 
that the performance was almost a 
succession of showstops at the preem. 


The top smashes are scored by 
Williams, Jack Gilford, the mimie 
and only face familiar to New York 
from his vaude and nitery work, 
Gilford’s material, however, is not 
familiar to the east, notably his im- 
pression of a picture fan and his 
enactment of a Milt Gro bit on 
‘how movies are made,’ both comedy 
gem Other top clicks are Elizabeth 


Talbot-Martin, a mimic of notables; 


Nanette Fabares, whose attempt to 
ing a Guiseppe Verdi composition 
with h fing | aay} j : k ° 
With NOONNZ Dreak l a SOCK 4 
Barney Phillips, who scores in a 


ocially significant song-sketch based 


Eddie Johnson 


and Jack Albertson in a takeoff on 
an old team delivering 


songz-dadance 





the crackling ‘Same Oid South,’ come 
posed by Jay Gorney with lvrics by 
Edward Eliscu; Marion Colby, deade 
pan blue: inger and the show’s oute 
tanding looker Josephine Del Mar, 
torrid a f f and 
De ¢ Weave az ¢ ee 
several writer are credited v 1 
the sketches, including M G 
Arthur Ross, Ben and Sol Barzman, 
Sid Kuller and Ray Gold fore 
timer Offner and Henry Myer Viike 
Quin, Henry Blankfort d Bert 


Lawrence, Blankfort and Dai 


Dare, and Offner and E Nearly 
all of the bits are swell, and Henry 
Myers and Jay Gorney rate bends 
especially for the charming ‘Meet the 
People’ opening, which has the cast 
going down the aisles and shaking 


hands with the customers. 

Of the originial coast cast, only 12 
now remain. Those missing were 
gobbled up by either pictures or legit, 
or both, including Virginia O’Brien, 
the show’s original dead-pan singer 
who went into ‘Keep Off the Grass,® 
and Bil! Orr, who was last seen toure 
ing with Louella Parsons. The re- 
placements, presumably are fully as 
good as the originals, perhaps better, 
playing very smoothly after the long 


run on the Coast and Frisco and 
Chicago stands, 

Steg eee aia ia 

anny ares pacing rates @ 


special bow, even though the mater- 


ial and talent are virtually fool- 
proof. And getting back to the 
talent, Broadway should hold this 


employs a,a quick strip to compromise him.| in good taste; and Albert Johnson's ! Coast bunch for a line time. Scho. 











; 
j 
i 


* 
i 
iy 





VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 1, 1941] 








DANIEL FROHMAN 
Daniel Frohman, 89, died in New 
York Thursday (26). 
Details in legit section. 


ERNEST LAWFORD ! 
Ernest Lawford, 70, veteran Eng- | 
lish character actor and father of ac- | 
tress Betty Lawford, died Dec. 27 | 
after a long illness at the Harkness | 
Pavilion of the Columbia-Presby- 
terian Medical Center, N. Y. He en- 
tered the institution 18 months ago, 
shortly after ‘the Brown Danube’, 
his last play, closed. 


Lawford studied for a career in 
law and occasionally indulged in 
amateur theatrical appearances. 


Blackstone becoming dry and the 
theatre being more to his taste, he 
joined a traveling British stock com- 
pany which served as a jumping-off 
place to the better known companies 
of Sir Ben Greet and Sir Frank Ben- 
son. 

Lawford made his London debut as | 
Le Beau with Lily Langtry in ‘As | 
You Like It’ at the St. James in 1890. 
Thereafter he appeared in ‘The| 
Prisoner of Zenda’ and ‘When We} 
Were Twenty-One’. The star of the | 
latter, Maxine Elliott, interested 
Clyde Fitch in Lawford and it was | 
largely through the playwright’s ef- | 
forts that the actor came to the 
United States in 1903. 

Upon his arrival in America Law- 
ford became more or less a fixture on | 
Broadway. For 14 years he appeared 
in Charles Frohman’s productions. 
Some included ‘Quality Street’, ‘Pe- 
ter Pan’ and ‘L’Aiglon’. He also 
trouped in Gilbert and Sullivan 
¢omic opera. In recent years he had 
parts in ‘Mary of Scotland’, ‘The 
Late Christopher Bean’, ‘Tovarich’ 
and ‘Accent on Youth’. A couple of 
seasons ago he played the part of 
‘Bill Shakespeare’ in ‘The Fabulous 
Invalid’. 

Funeral services were held Sunday | 

29) at the Little Church Around the | 
orner, N. Y. About 100 persons at- | 
tended. Honorary pallbearers were | 
Ralph Morgan, John Devereaux, 
Lipster Chambers, A. O. Brown, | 
Percy Moore, Frank Case, Alfred 
Kappeler, John Prescott and Sam 
Forrest. 
Also surviving are his divorced wife, | 





| 


Janet Slater Lawford, and a son, | 
Edward. 








SIR HUGH DENISON | 

Sir Hugh Denison, 75, head of As- | 
sociated Newspapers, Australia, died | 
in Melibourne recently after a short 
illness. 

Apart from powerful newspaper | 
interests, knight held a high spot in | 


commercial radio via the Macquarie | 


Network, and was also interested in 
legit through an association with 
Australian-New Zealand Theatres 
prior to its re-takeover by William- 
son-Tait. 

Some years ago, Denison went into 
Australian film production field via 
National Studios, his first importa- 
tion being Charles Farrell for ‘The 
Flying Doctor,’ with Margaret 
ner and Mary Maguire. This one 
proved a very costly flop, and pro- 
duction activities lagged for a long 
span. 
worked hard on the government to 
bring in legislation to aid the local 


field, finally being successful in hav- | 


ing a compulsory quota of 3% come 
into operation. 


In 1910, Denison bought the sya | 


ney Star, which later became known 
as the Sun. 


ning paper in this zone. He is sur- 
vived by widow and three sons. 


WALTER VONNEGUT 
Walter Vonnegut, 56, formerly 


manager of the Stuart Walker Stock | 


Co., Louisville, and later an actor in 
many New York productions, died 
Dec. 23 at his home in Culver, Ind. 
Vonnegut’s last legit appearance 
was in the Kaufman-Hart play, ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You.’ 
Louisville appearance 


was in 


‘Strange Interlude’ in which he also | daughter, 


played on Broadway. He had roles 
in ‘Mourning Becomes 
‘Grand Hotel,’ ‘Petrified Forest’ and 
‘Postman Always Rings Twice.’ 
was born in Indianapolis and was 
educated in Europe as a concert 
pianist before he turned to the stage. 

Funeral services were held Thurs- 


day (26) in Indianapolis. Surviving | 


in addition to Mrs. W. K. Stewart, 
his sister, a resident of Louisville, 
are his second wife, Rosalie, two 
children and a brother. 





|'services were held Thursday 


The body was cremated. |. 


| Fruit,’ 


Vy- | 


Denison and his associates | 


It’s the principal eve- | 


His last | 


Electra,’ | 


He | 





OBITUARIES 


Women’s Hebrew Association of the 


| Bronx, N. Y., died Dec, 25 from an 


internal hemorrhage at the Brook- 
lyn (N. Y.) Jewish Hospital. 


As director of dramatics for the | 


Gross conducted the 
Thalians along the lines of the 
Theatre Guild. Under his tutelage 
technical workers were developed 
for the stage as well as aiding prom- 
ising actors. Playwright Moss Hart, 
Edward Eliscu, Paramount script 
writer, and John Brown, a radio 
actor, among others, received their 
early theatrical training from the 


association, 


| Thalians. 
Surviving are his widow, Betty, 
and an infant daughter. Funeral 


(26) 
in Brooklyn. 





DELLA NIVEN 

Della Niven, retired opera and 
musical comedy singer who at one 
time possessed a repertoire of more 
than 60 operas, died in Detroit Dec. 
14 after a brief illness. Since leaving 
the stage in 1916 Miss Niven was 
active as a teacher of voice in De- 
troit. 


Attending conservatories in Ber- | 


lin and Dresden, she later studied 
under Mme. Mathilde Marchesi in 
Paris. Returning to the United 
States, she sang contralto to roles 
with the Henry W. Savage Company, 
the Metropolitan Opera and the 
Castle Square Opera. 

A contemporary of Lillian Russell, 
Miss Niven bore a striking resem- 
blance to the star. Among the musi- 
cals in which she appeared were 

‘Erminie,’ ‘Half a King’ and ‘Girl of 
My Dreams.’ She also had roles in 
‘The Three Twins,’ ‘Doctor de Luxe’ 
and ‘The Marriage of Kitty.’ 

Two sisters survive. 


AGNES AYRES 
Agnes Ayres, 42, star of silent pic- 
tures, died Dec. 25 in Hollywood 
after an illness of several weeks. 
Best remembered for her role op- 
posite Rudolph Valentino in ‘The 


Sheik,’ deceased was one of the | 


screen’s outstanding players before 
the advent of talkers, Among the 
films in which she starred were “The 
Ten Commandments,’ ‘Forbidden 
‘Son of the Sheik,’ ‘The 
Donovan Affair,’ ‘The Lady of Vic- 
tory,’ ‘Broken Hearted’ and ‘Bye, 
Bye, Buddy.’ 

An attempted comeback several 
years ago resulted only 
roles. Surviving is her daughter, 
Maria Reachi, 15. now living with 
her father, S. Manuel Reachi, film 
_producer, from whom Miss Ayres 
was divorced in 1927, 
| GEORGE B. TEN EYCK 
| George B. Ten Eyck, active in 
Trenton’s motion picture field for 
| more than 25 years, died at his Tren- 
\ton, N. J., home Christmas Day fol- 
| lowing a heart attack suffered earlier 
|in the day. 

Although only 48 at the time of 
|death, Ten Eyck operated five Tren- 
| ton film houses before he was 25. In 
|the early ‘20s he built the Gaiety 
| theatre, at that time one of the city’s 
|most elaborate playhouses, 
| Funeral services held Saturday 
|afternoon (28). 
|Marion; his father, Wallace, and a 
sister, Mrs. Paul Henrichsen, of Sus- 
| sex, England. 


MAURICE AKST 


a member of the Roxy (N. Y.) thea- 
| tre orchestra, died Dec. 26 at his 
|}home in Freeport, L. I. More re- 


cently he had been an instructor of 
violin, viola and piano. 

Born in Poland, Akst was a mem- 
ber of the Russian Symphony 
chestra before coming to the United 
States. He played first violin at the 
Roxy from 1929 to 1935 and for a 
time was with Rudy Vallee’s band. 

Also surviving are his 
| Bertha; another son, Albert, and a 
Mrs. Theresa Felson, of 
| Montreal. 





WALTER CAMP, JR. 
| Walter Camp, Jr., 49, who was 
| forced into inactivity by illness since 


retiring as president of Inspiration | 
| Pictures five years ago, died in Los | 


| Angeles yesterday (Tuesday). 

A sportsman and prominent polo 
player, he was an original director 
of Madison Square Garden. His 
father, Walter, Sr., known as the 


practice of selecting All-America 





PHILIP GROSS 

Philip Gross, 43, founder of the 
Thalians, a little theatre group) 
which for 22 years has been a divi- 
sion of the Young Men’s and Young 


foctball teams. 





PORTER R. LEACH 


. : | rs 
in minor); William Dye, 27,*sports announcer | 


Maurice Akst, 68, father of song- 
writer Harry Akst, and for six years | 


widow, | 


‘Father of Football,’ oriiginated the | 


'Corp., Terre Haute, Ind., and for- 
merly with the United States Cham- 
ber of Commerce in Washington, 
died at his home in Jacksonville, Il. 
He was a former resident and pro- 
moter of civic enterprises in Terre 

| Haute. Surviving are his widow, a 
son and one brother. 





MARGHURETA BURNS 


Marghureta Burns, 35, former 
vaudeville singer, died from a bullet 
wound, self-inflicted, in Des Moines, 
Dec. 23. She was divorced the pre- 


| vious Saturday (21) from Joe Burns, | 


| stage electrician, to whom she had 
been married 18 years. 

| Survived by mother, two brothers 
and a sister. 


RALPH MADDISON 


Ralph Maddison, 59, known as 
‘The Singing Miner,’ a heavyweight 
tenor who sang in motion picture 
theatre presentations in the U. S. 
and Canada, starting with the silents 
and continuing into sound, died in 
| Springhill, Nova Scotia, after a year's 
| illness. He had been a patient in a 
| local hospital for a year. 

Surviving is a son. 











| STANLEY KAYE 
| Stanley Kaye, 35, head of a local 
advertising agency bearing his name, 
was killed Christmas day in a motor 
accident at Cleveland. 

As the local rep for the I. J. Fox 
account, Kaye had programs on 
| WHK. 


LYDIA HARRIS 
Lydia Harris, 42, in private life 
|Mrs. Frank Donia, one of the best 
known of Chicago singers, died in 
| Chicago on Dec. 24 of complications 
following an appendectomy. 
Widower and daughter survive. 
| Burial in Scranton, Pa. 


PAUL R. GALLAGHER 

Paul R. Gallagher, 46, veteran 
|'showboat performer, died in Easton, 
,Md., Dec. 25 after a stroke. 

Born in Marshall, Ill., he had been 
a resident of Easton for the past 
three years after retiring from the 
theatre. 





HARRY SHUNK 

| Harry Shunk, 79, Cardington, O., 
formerly with the Al G Field min- 

| strel shows, died Dec. 24 after a 
heart attack. He toured with the 

Field shows from 1918 to 1924. 
Widow and a half brother survive. 





| WILLIAM DYE 


and advertising agency executive, 
was killed Christmas day in a Cleve- 
land automobile accident. He broad- 
cast for Duquesne Beer on WTAM, 
| Cleveland. 


FRED DICE 
Fred Dice, 70, who originated and 
operated Ocean Park Casino 


| Angeles, died in Santa Monica, Cal., 
| Dec. 27 


af, 
| 





John J. Sheehan, Sr., drummer at 
Proctor’s theatre and the old Rand 


Opera House, Troy, N. Y., and for a | 


time trustee of the Troy music union 
| (AFM), died at his home in Troy last 
| week after a long illness. 


Survived by widow, | 


Mrs. John Maney, 76, mother of 
Richard Maney, legit press agent, 


| died Dec. 28 at her home in Okano- | 


| gan, Wash. Daughter also survives. 
Maney planed to the Coast Monday 
(30) to attend the funeral. 


George C. Buchman, 60, operator 
of cone of Ohio’s first motion picture 
theatres, died Dec. 28 in 
O. Prior to his retirement from 
theatre business he owned the Star 
in Delaware, 


Or- | 


Anna S. Kaimann, 69, wife of Ste- 


|phen A. Kaimann, founder and re- | 


tired head of a chain of St. Louis 
|nabes bearing his name, died of heart 
ailment at her home last week. 


Sydney B. (Cy) Perkins, 60, one of 
the oldest members of the stagehands 
local 27, died Dec. 27 at his home in 
Cleveland, O., after a five week ill- 
ness. 


Don Reilly, 30, manager of War- 
| ners’ State in Lima, O., was killed in 
an auto accident Dec. 24 while driv- 
ing to his home in Loraine, O. 





Philip Doerfer, 86, who operated a 
;dancehall at Middlefield, O., for 20 
| years, before he retired, died Dec. 22. 





William S. Organ, 37, Sharon, Pa., 


and | 
other beach enterprises outside Los 


Delaware, | 














Bills Next Week 





Continued 





Hotel 7th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
lda lola 
Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 
Shirley Heller 
Al Devin 
Evergreen Gardens 
ted Clarke Ore 
Ebbie Schaub 
Paula Harvey 
Hotel Ella 
| Olga Mundy Ore 
Dale St Clair 
Zelda 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Harold Aloma 
Royal Hawaiians 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Patty Dixon 
Buzz Mayer 
Hotel Wm. Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Lang Thompson Or 
Peggy Moran 
Foo Martin 
Pete Foster 
Chuck Eaton 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Merry-Go-Round 
Al Fremont Ore 
Patti Jean 
Dean Sayre 


New Penn 
June Gardner 
J & B King 
Don & Dolores 
Herb Harrington 

Nixon Cafe 
Al Martsco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Woods & Bray 
Betty Lane 


Ore 


Book-Cadillac Hote) 
(Book Casino) 
Chesney & Worth 
Duffins 

Budaéy Hughes 
Bobby Belmont 

6 Casinotes 
Leonard Keller Ore 


(Motor Bar) 
Dick Rock 


Bowery 
Sally Rand Co (55) 
| ‘Star-Studded Rey’ 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 





Blue Lantern 
Helene 
Hal & M Raymond 
Bert Nolan 
Ia Comprasita 
Glamour Gis (6) 
Lee Walters Orc 


Corktown Tavern 
Hal Bronson 

Ellen Kaye 

6 Vesters 

Eddie Bratton Ore” 
Cole & Corte 
Neville & Day 
Ann Lee 

Don Andre Ore 


Commodore 


Terry Bergen 
| Dick Worthington 





| Don & Bette Lynne 
|M Kretlow T.ine (6) 
Vere Wiriville Ore 

| Hund's 

|3 Old Timers 

Sun Valley 


Serenaders 

London Chop House 
Tonia Valenti 

Kuby Orc 


Morocco 
Jason 
Ethel Shepherd 
Avon Sis 
Del Cartier 


Jay 


Alpine Village 

| Bernice & 

| Bob Copfer 

| Carl Mueller 

|} Otto Thurn Ore 
Freddie's Cafe 

Art Lackey Orc 

| Al Schenck 

Roy Raysor 

Hal Simpson 


Parks 


Gourmet Club 
FE Robinson Ore 
| Bill Lockman 

Hotel Allerton 
Karen Torey 
Louis Cina 
Jack Miko 

Hotel Carter 
Versatilians 
Bob Opitz 

Hotel Cleveland 
|} Paul Pendar 
| Margaret 


vis Ore 
English 


| 
} 
| CLEVELAND 
| 
| 


Al DeLage Co 
Rockets 

Nut House 
| Dale Harkness 
Ray Neville 
Ted Blake 
Joey Reynolds 
|; Chuck Wilsen 





Oasis 
Loule Pope. Ore 
Margie Kraber 
Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Pines 
; Jack Kennedy Ore 
Tony Rozance 
Ray Englert 
Riviera 
Marty Schramm Or 
Freda Lazear 
Yacht Club 
Billy Gatizone Orc 
Lita & Lee 
Yachtsmen 
Betty Nylander 
3 Heat Waves 
5 Yoemenettes 
Sky-Vue 
Johnny Martin Orc 
Laura Gregg 
Alberta Carts 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Ann Boland 
Mark Lane 
Del Grey 3 
Retty Benson 
Brush Twins 
Dewey Moon 


Ore 


DETROIT 


Will Henderson Ore 
Nebiolo’s 


Di Giovanni 
Carmen 

Carlos & Chita 
Guy Gibby 
Leonard Seel Ore 


Northwood Inn 
§ Guardsmen 
Jack Spot 
Joe & Betty Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Palm Beach 
Eddie Jardon 
Armand & Diana 
Danny Daniels 
6 Tip-Top Danc 
Michael Paige Ore 
Huck’s Redford Inn 
Mac McGraw Orc 
Club Royale 
Vie Hyde 
Rita & Ed Oehman 
Wilfred Dubois 
Margery Dave 
sSernard Danar 
Roy Tracy 
Danny Demetry Ore 
Royalettes 
Statier Hotel 
FE Madriguera Oreo 
Patricia Gilmore 
George Negrette 
San Diego 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Dan Merryman 
| Don Francisco 
|Starr & Maxine 
Verne's 
Boyd Senter 
Wong 
Donna Maline 
Harry Collet Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Tony Patti 
Wonder Bar 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Pauline Balew 





Quinteros 

Lester Chafetz 
Hotel Hollenden 

| Sylvia 

Paul 


Iroos 

tosini 
Georges & JoAnn 
Sloan & Gary 
Sorelli 

Sammy Watkins Or 


Hotel Statler 
Jose Morand Ore 
} Nilda 
| Antonio & Elena 
Catalina Rolon 

Jack & Eddie's 
Rubertino, Roberts 
| Babe Sherman 
|} Arlene Rice Ore 
La Conga Club 
|} Ramon Arias Ore 

Lindsay’s Bar 
Judy Preston 
Pear! DeLucca 

Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 





| Hotel Fenway Hall | Thirty-Seven Club 
Gene Erwin Ore |} Pat Dennis 

| ‘ i Cunningham Sis 
Hotel Sterling Jean Deiters 
Jimmy Van Osdell !'3 Debs 


Club Bali 
| Tommy Nunez Orc 
| Alfredo Seville 
Joan Britton 
Brenay Morrow 
Bali Bali Gls 
Carrousel 
Velero Sis Ore 
Patty Ortel 
Pepito & Carmen 
Jimmie’s 
Mike Peyton Ore 
Tudell & Jean 
Pelletiers 
Monahan & Morris 
Arleyne & Borden 
Jeff's 
Jerry Deimar Ore 
Merle Burke 
Myles Bell 
Murphy 
Mother Kelly's 


Sis 





Porter R. Leach, 54, executive of! trap drummer with the Cave dance | Po" Baker Ore 


the Consolidated Realty and Theatres 


} orchestra, died Dec. 22, 


|} Owen & Parker 
Bennett Green 


| Harriet Brent 

|} Jack Reynolds 
Nut Club 

Tubby Rives 

5 Screwballs 

Musical Maniacs 


Kitty Davis’ 
Johnny Silver Ore 
Billy Vine 
Samba Troupe 


Beachcomber 
Ernie Holst Ore 
Chavez Ore 
Mary Jane Walsh 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Tropical Danc 

Rhumba Casino 
Alex Batkin Ore 
Terry la Franconi 
Camille de Montes 
LaComparsa Danc 
Fantasia’s R'm'ler's 
Royal Palm Club 





Ted Lewis Ore 


Charles & R Jenkins | 








from page 40 
Kay, Katya & Kay | Clarissa 
Tell Sis TePe ‘ 
- e Club 
Joan Woods Bert Lown Orc 


Jean Blanche 
Geraldine Ross 
Charles Whittier 
Merriel Abbott Gls 


Five O'Clock Club 

Arthur Warren Ore 

Emil Colon Ore 

Il.a Playa Dane 

Milinda 

Pago-Pago Room 

(Dempsey-Vander- 
bilt Hotel) 


Latin Quarter 


Joe Candullo Ore 
Lolita Cordoba Ore 
Jack Cole Dane 


Emil Boreo Robby Parks Or 
Grisha & Brona Vincent Bragale Or 
Henri Therrien Walter Donohue 
Lela Moore Deane Janis 

Frank Mazzone Kleanor Teeman 





Yvonne Bouvier Galvin Rhumba Tr 


| Dante from page 3 











ante vs. P.A. 








about her’, after she had refused to 
allow him to have a copy of the 
show's souvenir program. 

‘Dante asked me to apologize to 
her,’ said Friedman. ‘I went into her 
dressing room and started to explain 
and she flew off the handle. The next 
day she complained that her name 
was left out of the newspaper ads. 
As a matter of fact, we never men- 
tioned her name except in the large 
weekend advertisements. It was then 
that Dante got sore and socked me.’ 


Dante said he ‘wouldn't discuss’ the 
incident. Van Reemsdyke said he 
cave Friedman his notice on the 
grounds that he (Friedman) anta- 
gonized people. Friedman left Sun- 
day for Pittsburgh and the assault 
and battery warrant was sworn out 


by his attorney, B. Nathaniel 
Richter. 

$200 Bail for Dante 
Dante was arraigned last night 


(Mon.) before Magistrate Benjamin 
Schwartz on a body warrant charg- 
ing assault and battery. He admit- 
ted that he had struck Friedman, 
but said the latter had cooked the 
battle up as a publicity stunt to 
plug ‘the hand is quicker than the 
eye’ angle. Friedman's attorney de- 
nied this and asked the magistrate 
to set $2,500 bail on Dante for a 
further hearing Saturday (4), when 
Friedman could be present. After 
some haggling bail was set at $200, 
which was provided by Miss Miller, 
cause of the fight in the first place. 

Yesterday (Mon.) the ads carried 
Miss Miller’s name. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Williams, 
daughter, Dec. 24, in Los Angeles. 
Father Warner publicist; mother 
is Kay Mulvey, mag writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sydney Lehman, 
daughter, in Buffalo, Dec. 24. Father 
is Buffalo branch manager of United 
Artists. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Cappy, twin 
|daughters, in Pittsburgh, Dec. 20. 
Mother was formerly with 3 Queens, 
dancing act, and father’s an ex-band 
drummer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Garmes, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, Dec. 25. Father 
is an independent producer and di- 
|}rector of photography. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Owens, daugh- 


is 








ter, Dec. 24, in Los Angeles. Father 
is a songwriter-vocalist at KFI, 
|L. A. 

Mr. and Mrs. David E. Rose, 


daughter, in Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Father is Paramount’s managing di- 
rector in Great Britain. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lazarus, Jr., 

son, Dec. 27, in New York. Father 
with the Warner Bros. home of- 
| fice publicity. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Dec. 21, in New 
is program director on the Haven 
McQuarrie radio program; mother 
the former Rose DeJulio of the 
Cincinnati Opera, 


1S 


McWilliams, 
York. Father 


| 
| son, 


is 


MARRIAGES 


Marjorie Thoma to Frank McCor- 
mick, in Pittsburgh, Dec. 26. She’s 
with KDKA in Pitt. 

Sylvia Lille to Harry Stern, in 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24. Bride is sec- 
retary to H. M. Warner. He is an 
advertising executive. 

Virginia Caley to Tad Reeves, Dec. 
26, in Columbus, O. He is public 
relations director for WBNS in that 
city 

Margaret Elizabeth Otto to Donald 
Weston Billings, Frisco turf announ- 
cer, in Falls Church, Va., Dec. 21. 

William Nielsen, non-pro, and 
Ruth Smelter of WICC, Bridgeport, 
Aug. 18, in Harrison, N. Y. 
| Jill Manners, dancer, to Leon 
‘Goldstein, Dec. 29, in Los Angeles. 
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Broadway 





Ralph Sievers lost father recently. 


Louis Nizer to the Coast on busi- | 


ness. 

Harry Shapiro house manager of 
Morosco, 

Rube Bernstein managing Tivoli, 
Brooklyn. 

Allen Schnebbe abed with grippe 
last week. 

Abe Cohn tabbed with handle, 
Franchot Cohn by Chicago pals. 

Rod Bush and George Fraser left 
Thursday night (26) for Toronto on 
‘Hudson’s Bay’ campaign plans. 

Jean Hersholt, RKO player, pres- 
ently vacationing in N. Y., will stay 
east for at least a month. 

Jean Muir and Henry Jaffe due 
back tomorrow (Thursday) from 
honeymoon in the Adirondacks. 

Ted Loeff, publicity rep for the 
Stephens-Lang unit at RKO, hud- 
with S. Barrett McCormick. 


jling 

‘ _ Humphrey Bogart and his wife, 
yo Methot, back in town after 

spe nding Christmas with friends up- 

state. 

Rill Sussman, eastern division 
sales manager for 20th-Fox, left for 
Florida Saturday (28), to be gone a 
month. 

Billy Albert, Australian newspaper 


hosted several foreign 


rep in N. Y., _§ 
officials last week 


film 


department 
at an informal luncheon. 
With Marty Gardner taking over 


the Club Cuba from the Sherman 
3illingsley-Fred Armour direction. 

Chic Farmer is back at the Stork. 
Arthur Silverstone, recently 


named to handle Philly and Wash- 
ington as district manager for United 
Artists, will headquarter in Philly. 

Wolfe Cohen, Warners’ Canadian 
division manager, has gone back to 
Torento, where he makes headquar- 
ters, after huddling at the h.o. with 
Rov Haines. 

Tay and Helga Garnet will vaca- 
tion east until the 10th or so, before 
returning to the Coast where the 
director has an indie production 
idea in view. 


Sarah Rollits, play agent of Co- 


lumbia Artists, planed to Mexico 
City for New Year's. Due back in 
three weeks, after visits to Guate- 


mala and Yucatan. 

Rosario and Antonio quickie to the 
Coast this Week, for ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ at 
Metro, returning to the Waldorf- 
Astoria Jan. 15, where the Spanish 
gypsy dancers have been holding 
forth. 

Don Reeve, Arch’s son, who's at- 
tached to the Paramount h.o. pub- 
licity department, is home from the 
hospital after an appendix poisoning, 
but will not be back to work until 
Feb. 1. 

Lynn Farnol, whose resignation as 
pub-ad head of United Artists be- 
came effective yesterday (Tuesday), 
leaves this week for an auto trip 
vacation in the south, returning 
around Jan. 20. 

Robert Steele, 
telegraph desk of 
press-agenting the WGN Concert 
3ureau. Succeeds Julian Seaman, 
who is now doing special publicity 


formerly on the 
the Daily News, 


assignments for the agency. 
Loew’s home office employees last 


week contributed $100 to the Times’ 
“100 Neediest Cases’ fund and, also 
provided 30 baskets of food to the 
Catholic and Episcopal Actors’ 
Guilds and N. Y. Het Day Nut 
ery. 
3° 
Chicago 
S 

Jack Elliott auditi new type 
f comedy show foi NBC. 

Ed Bei tty, Butte fiel Id cil it ¢€ ( 
M fos ome biz contaDs 

Doc Banford Metro exchange 
chief, recouping after ~— ion 

Hotels are all sold out for - Jan lary 
indicating terrific show ais ines 
month for Chi 

Ruby Newman in to play parts 
for debutante daughter of Charle: 
Deere Wiman, Dwight’s brother 

Everett Wile, producer of ‘Here 
Today,’ eloped with his secre \ 
Patric la Cowan. last week i 

flapped te the coast fo a € 

neymoon 

Theatre Authority, with ¢ ‘ 

n of Fred Crowe of A or ru 1 
Frank Dare of Equity, Jack Irving o! 
AGVA and Roy Jone of AFRA 
arranged for feeding of all 1e¢ 

S in Henrici’ oO C} tm; 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


The Leighton Nobles’ offspring du: 
be born in Boston next June. 
Barclay McCarty in town beating 
drums for Dennis King’s new musi- 
cal. 
Joey 
Hazen, 
wood 
‘Tobacco Road’ pays annual 
0 Nixon Feb. 3, this time for 
weeks, 

Elizabeth Cunningham, 


to 


wife, Rut 


Cappo and his 
in H ly- 


the dancer, are back 
two 


of Rep of 


fice. okay again after an appen- 
dectomy. 

Ed Morton feeling better and he’s« 
gone to Florida to convalesce. Missus 
went along. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ using 
ix choir boys from the Trinity Ca- 

edral here. 

Donald Buka, loca id Twelf 


Night, 


major studios. 


John Lazaro, one of Villa Madrid | 
| owners here, flew tc Miami last week 


on a nitery deal. 

Heinie Brock’s wife, who injured 
her back a year ago, will rejoin ‘Ice 
Follies’ cast shortly. 

Chick and Lee have been signed 
on by Harry Howard's ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ unit for a run. 

Piccolo Pete band 
early return to its old East Liberty | 
stand, the Club Petite. 

Every member of ‘Ice Follies’ cast , 
Xmas-gifted by show's owners with 
$75 worth of Baby Bonds. 

Sally Cairns, local winner in Jesse 
Lasky ‘Gateway’ contest, now work- 
ing for Ear] Carroll on the Coast. 

The Dick Hoovers have returned 
to Indianapolis, where he’s a director 
of Civic Theatre, after holidaying 
here, 


Marie Rost, head of contract dept. | 


at WB exchange, and Adrian Gold- 
bach have announced their, engage- 
ment. 

Bob Finke, Tech 
son of Southside 
film-making from 
Monogram studio. 


learning 
up at 


exhib, 
ground 














| “Lazy Songwriters’ 
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average of every 15 minutes, where- 
as we have to wait five hours or 
between plugs, in order to get a per- 
formance on the air, you'd think this 


so 


was the amateur songwriters’ mil- 
lenium. But what happens is that 
youre so tired of their stuff, you 


never care to hear ‘Frenesi’ or ‘Jean- 
nie’ or a Strauss waltz for years. 
To show how foolish it is to think 
that writers can be ground out like 
so many sausages, look at the grief 
the veteran music firms have before 


they can match a successful song- 
writing team. I'll speak for myself. 
After Dorothy Fields and Jimmy | 
McHugh split, we had to team 
McHugh with Gus Kahn, Harold 
Adamson and Al Dubin to achieve 
results. Adamson and Johnny Green | 


are a new partnership, the result of 
long experimentation. Vernon Duke 
was hit’n’ miss until Robbins Music 
paired him with John LaTouche for 
‘Cabin in the Sky.’ Ditto Peter de- 
Rose and Mitchell Parish, who we 
also brought together. Or Gus Kahn 
with Nacio Herb Brown on the 
Metro lot in Hollywood. And so it 
goes. . 


now 


Amateurs 

The amateur thing isn’t new. So 
Ruth Lowe wrote a sock hit in ‘T’ll 
Never Smile Again,” but she’s not 
a rank amateur. She’s been around 
for vears with bands, ete. 

As a matter of fact, ask Santly- 
Joy-Select about their tieup with the 
Song Guild for amateur tunesmiths, 
wherein Hoagy Carmichael, Jimmy 
McHugh and others collaborated. I 
doubt if they got one big seller from 
tnose amateurs 

Don't me wr 
fessional wa a fugi 
Bowes songwriting unit-—-if the Ma- 
ior had one—at one time or another. 
BMI plugging unkno 


yng. Every pro- 
tive from a 


s+ 
ger 


wns’ 
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before, avbe this will 


) I hope aiso 
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Claire-Behrman 
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ee 
rashit ( ! nd cues fell as 
} } fi he f 
M ( re t t me tepped 
t : e e ¢ ti of 
€ t a "¢ é tr e¢€ é tic 
ffered } fuse es f 
} t} it iff r 
| 
¢ ¢ eC one < to 
! n thei bs for a refu! The 
COTTICE St ¢ } ev é hz 
tte € 4 ] f e t 
A fte ( ¢ P tor u 
’ OvplI re} ee ‘Biog 
it M Cc} ré I ea 
! revivi t June for the Mc- 
Carter Sumn Theatre season. Lo 
and behold, Mi Claire appeared 
under trying circumstances, snif- 
flix through a week of perfor? 
( hile fi ne bad col 
( U I a ev Me aq ana Mc- 
Carte afte arbori ( 
ne cle : ‘G r Pref ed,’ 
S nne and the Elde , “oe 4 
Record,’ et ‘ a sellout f € 
first tj ne +} N« + eve + 


ballyhooed Elmer Rice play, ‘Flight 
the West,’ which 


preemed 





created the stir and box office sale 
iat this Behrman-Claire setup pro- 
vided. Princeton was willing to for- 
VE d forget 
k é ¢ n 


being tested by couple of | 


slated for an! 


drama grad and. 


| London 


Mrs. Bud Flanagan operated on for 
tonsils removal. 





The Carlton hotel. London, has 
closed owing to the blitz. 

Laurie Evans, brother of Rex 
| Evans, driving American Red Cross 
ruck. 

Bud Flanagan, Jr., has the acting 
|bug and is likely to follow in his 
! father’s footsteps. 

Gladys Cooper's furniture, which 
had been shipped from London to 
Hollywood, is still in transit. 

Some opposition has developed 
around renters plan covering release 
from contracts of exhibs hit by war 
conditions. 
| Bob Coote, son of the late Bert 
Coote, training in Canada, and when 
proficient sails for England to join 
Royal Air Force 

John Corfield’s film company 
finally set. Starts production this 
month. Inte ention is to make big 
pictures, nothing below $200,000. 

From reports to his friends in 
England, Rex Evans’ sideline in Hol- 


His 
apalt- 


house decorating. 
Ronald Colman 


llywood is 
latest is the 
ment. 

The Charlotte Cushman Club of 
Philadeiphia has sent $200 to the 
English-Speaking Union here for the 
relief of Briti members 
theatrical profession. 

Cinema Exhibitors’ Association has 
taken premises in Wardour street, 
part of which was occupied by 
Charles M. Woolf's ouifit, now 
moved over to Ascot. 

Because his owner 
for war service, Scruffy, 
star, is for sale. Master is 
man Bernard Browne, who hopes to 
get into Royal Air Force. 

Arthur Dent has acquired the Park 


the 


of 


gone in 
dog film 
camera- 


has 


Cinema, Bristol, once owned by As- 
sociated British Picture Corp., with 
which he had been connected for 


years until his recent resignation. 
Max Miller is running resident 

|} vaudeville show at Hippodrome, 
Brighton, with himself as star. Pro- 


| grams changed weekly. Only perma- | 


The Bredwins, due to open 
| Coventry. cancelled due to illness of 
one of the partners, so after re- 
hearsals they left town for London 
ja day before the blitz which blew 
up the theatre 

For the first time a genuine filming 


|of the interior of the Stock Ex- 
change has been made. Heretofore 


permission had always been refused. 
In this instance it shows how London 


is ‘carrying on.’ 
Going to bat for the front office, 
Michael Powell, megger of ‘49th 


Parallel,’ accepted full responsibility 
for its production. He asked for a 
break and hinted rocky road _ tra- 
versed thus far bv picture was built 
on bricks tossed by local press 


» 


Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 


] government i 


2 
against 


Muni 
agail 
ticket specs 

tal Soartes, Britis 
here, d again by 
XE B 
Esperanza _ Iris 


enne, ha dec 


driving 
public amusement: 
leader 


radgio 


orch 
loc al 
stat on 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





{nents with him are Tracey and Hay. | 
at | 


| strators. 


bet for Dave Martin at Minerva, 
| Sy dney, with local cast. 

Sir Ben Fuller, in conjunction 
with Williamson-Tait, figuring re- 
viving ‘Rio Rita’ in Melbourne. 

‘Blue Bird’ (20th) preemed at 
Embassy, Sydney, on the Yuletide 
Pic has been iced for a dong span. 

Vic Webb, of ‘itish Empire 
Films, recovering ean appendix 
operation. Dave Lake, Metro, like- 
wise. 

Department of Information plans 


to produce _ further propaganda 
pix next year via Cinesound and Na- 
tional. 


Weekly mag published by the Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Commission 
has dropped to 148,000 in seven 
months. 

Sir Ben Fuller has become a 

randpop for the sixth time. Says 
he will soon have his own army to 


invaders 
Badger may return to 
U. S. after completing ‘That Certain 
Something’ for N: ational. Pie is due 
for release early in ‘41 

Unexpecte .d click in 


beat back any 
Clarence 


Sydney is 


‘The Westerner’ (UA) for Hoyts. 
This one was on the ice because 
rental figure was considered too 
high. 

Senator Foll is expected to be ap- 


pointed the new hea 
ment of Information in place of Si 
Keith Murdoch, who recently re- 
igned to go back newspaper 
work 


vrrsyt: 


Wiliams 


d of the Depart- 


to 


on-Tait said to be dicker- 


ing with Jessie Matthews and Sonny 
Hale to do ‘That's the Girl’ here 
next year. Carl Brisson preem: 
here in February, doing revue for 
Same management. 


No slackening pic biz in New Zea- 


land as war work continues to 
mount. Marquees include ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’ (UA), ‘Gunner 
George’ (ATP), ‘I Love You Again’ 
| (M-G), ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G), ‘The 
Westerner’ (UA), ‘Boys From Syra- 
cuse. (U). 














Pro-Axis Steamups | 
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ficial protest against ‘Dictator’ by the 
German embassy. Film opens today | 
(Wednesday) at the Palacio Cino 
with police guarding against demon- 
No Italian protest was 
An official Italian propaganda 
picture, ‘Scipio Africanus,’ which re- 
lates the hitory of the Roman em- 
pire, is billed to open in Mexico City 
tomorrow, although a permit was 
still being late Tuesday. 
Argentine thumbs - down, with 
similar action threatened in a num- 
ber of other Latin American coun- 
tries, takes on serious proportions | 
when producers are struggling to re- 
alize out of the S. A. market at least 
some of the losses they are suffer- 
ing in Europe. B.A. deal for ‘Dic- 
tator’ was one of the most favorable 
United Artists had ained. Film 
was slated to preem simultaneously 
tomorrow (Thursday) in three houses 
under high guarantee agreements. 
Mexico Cops Get Tough 
Further demonstration 
pictures they 
Fascist sympathizers in 
are out, police there a: 


week. F] 


filed. 


sought 


obt 


agains 
ay. erg 
Nazi and 
‘ 
Mexico City 


nounced last 


don’t like by 


reup 


Z1 propa- 


C.Z htening Up 
W yt i De 
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f Fore Dore ( erce 
eportec S y 
Apprehension of American distrib 
A ai ( no ‘ é - 
c fron the office of the 
Co ¢ ] Attache that 
tne cer ) pé t Wa not 
f é e ¥ ¢ the r 
ey ‘ ( rte to be « t D- 
f nae 4 
fore 
T ¢ r ‘ 4 ‘ P € \¢ r 
p { tor j é 
ft t TY se Y t ft t 
espect film t ( De- 
partment declare nd tut fueniad 
A + ha-se thei 
Vn pre t ] t ‘ 
not , ] he g e} al ple t ‘ 4 


gagement of Walt 


Hollywood 


Busby Berkeley back from Okla- 
homa. 
Rochelle Hudson 
Malibu. 
Herbert 
Manhattan. 


bought a house 


“¢ 
at 
ned from 


Marshall retu: 


Ruby Keeler’s divorce from Al 
Jolson became final. 

Dana Dale changed her film 
monicker to meargare: aa 1VeS 

Jack Kreindler (‘21’) spen ding the 
holidays in the Bdinckg niteries, 

Albert W. Hale, pioneer film die 
rector, recovering from surgery. 

Pete Daily, New Orleans news lad, 


joined Coiumbia’s publicity staff. 
Merle Oberon and Alexander 
Korda holidaying in Palm Springs. 


Don Barry, Republic buckarvo, 
starting east on his first stage tour. 
James Roosevelt back to San 
Diego after a short furlough in Hol- 
lvwood., 

Howard Hughes recovering from 
cuts and bruises, the result of an 
auto crash. 

Bob Speers moved from Para- 
mount to Universal as‘assistant to 
John Joseph. 

Mervyn Hauser shifted to Miami, 
Fla., to .write publicity for Max 
Fleischer’s cartoons. 

Susanna Foster setting out on a 


five-week tour to bally Paramount’s 


‘Hard Boiled Canary 

Terry Belmont, one of Jesse Las- 
ky’s radio discoveries, has resumed 
his right name, Lee Bonnell 

Jock Lawrence back at his desk 
after two weeks in N. Y. on the 
Greek War Relief campaign. 

Tom Harmon, All-American foot- 
ballist, huddling with Bing Crosby 


on a film and radio career. 
Nicholas M. Schenck in town for 
studio conferences and a week with 
his brother Joe at Palm Springs. 
Clark Gable east for a physical 
checkup at John Hopkins hospital, 
accompanied by Carole Lombard. 
Pat West and the missus wrote an- 
other song, ‘Little Refugee,’ dedi- 
cated to homeless European children, 
Dick Pritchard, manager of Am- 
bassador hotel theatre, also now has 
directorship of the hotel's entertain- 
ment. 
Frank Braden, 
agent, 


former circus press 
in town to exploit local en- 
Disney’s ‘Fan< 
tasia.’ 

Stirling Hayden and Carolyn Lee 


shoved off for an eastern personal 
tour in connection with Paramount's 
‘Virginia.’ 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Bernice Goodson of the Municipal 


Theatre Assn, staff in Barnes hos- 
pital with pneumonia. 

Pete Sabro, manager of the Prize 
Ring Club, west end nitery, jugged 
on a liquor law violation. 

Jose Iturbi to appear as guest 
artist with St. Louis symph orch 


4) 
chief of St. 


Friday and Saturday (3- 
Wife of George Lloyd, 








Louis orch b.o. staff, fractured hip 
in fall. She is in Deaconness Hos- 
pital. 

Dorothy Iles, a grad of the Munici- 
pal Theatre Ass’n singing choru 
now a featured singer with George 
Flore band 

Carl (Baldy) Wetzel, onetime mu- 
ical director of 1: id <¢ '®) ti of 
the ‘Follies’ and ‘Scand t np- 
! i plano in a |] 

Ja ( Perki f : 
Louis Little Theatre a f F 
Bi iy ictre iren 
Gi S ikK@esp . 

Be Robir mart ( of e local 
TWA office. distributed checks 
to 2 ploy h ber on 
tne p roll 1X iu! 0 ore 

Margaret Jun¢e if ory me er 
f the Municit I U S 
( 14. free I Lit ( 
ed ft Lu f 4 R i re 
ro ( ple 1 re lode to, 
( 

Gordor ( ter direct Little 
Theatre c Here J QO be 
re ted mont! ] 

il ¢ I i¢ ft W ‘ 
Egel Jac Biever (56 ” 

1 ( 

¢ 1 , , ry , 
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Minneapoli: 

inneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Be I ( t 
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Vice Levy, 20 F ton - 
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— Be f ‘ orf 
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C. J. Hubbard and H. Thielvoldt 
bcth reelected as president and v-p., 
sAspe vely of the Minneapolis 
N ' Picturee Maehine Operators 
ae j 
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Do you do everything you can to bring the pay- 
ing customers under your marquee... into your 
lobby ...up to your box-office? Do you change 
your frames ... re-dress your marquee... re- 
design your lobby display ... stand ’em up in 
front with color... smartness... brilliance when 
1 you ve got a real money-grabbing picture? Do you take advantage of 
the press-books and the things they recommend ? 


Remember .. . advertising ... showmanship . . . exploitation 


..-was...is...always will be the lifeblood of this business. 


Is your theatre full of red corpuscle advertising or does it need a blood- 


transfusion to bring your customer-approach up to snuff (PROFITS 
TO YOU). . 


If there’s any doubt in your mind ask the Prize Baby .. . he’s got the 


answers in Trailers ... Lobby Displays ... Standard Box Office Ac- 
cessories by 
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